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PREFACE. 


In  the  year  1849,  the  Synod  of  South  Carolina  adopted  a scheme 
for  securing  a History  of  ihe  Churcli  covered  their  jurisdiction. 
The  scheme  was  elaborate,  embracing  many  particulars:  and  it  was 
the  pleasure  of  Synod  to  a{)point  the  j)resent  writer  tlieir  Historio- 
grapher. 

The  oflice  involved  an  amount  of  labor  and  consumption  of  time,  in 
the  preparation  of  the  first  volume,  of  which  he  did  not  have  the  least 
conception,  although  the  scheme,  as  marked  out,  was  not  fully  accom- 
plished. The  History  was  to  be  brought  down  to  1850,  the  middle  of 
this  Century.  In  1870  the  first  volume  svas  issued,  bringing  the  work 
down  to  the  year  1800.  The  volume  AvMch  is  now  issued,  has  been 
prepared  at  such  intervals  as  could  be  secured  in  vacation,  when  the 
author  was  relieved  from  his  ordinar}^  oHicial  duties.  As  the  whole  of 
an  ordinary  generation  has  passed  awa}'  since  the  year  1850,  the  year  tf> 
^yhich  his  ap})ointment  extended,  it  has  been  the  desire  of  the  author 
to  bring  the  History  down  more  nearly  to  the  present  time,  and  he 
had,  to  some  extent,  received  the  materials  for  doing  so.  But  dui-- 
ing  the  ]>ast  Summer  his  health  began  seriously  to  fail  him,  and  his 
most  judicious  friends  advised  him  to  stop  at  the  original  limit  of  1850, 
saying  that  it  was  the  proper  place  to  stop:  that  the  History  of  the 
Church  through  our  late  civil  war,  and  the  efforts  it  put  forth  in  those 
days  of  supreme  trial  and  since,  deserve  a fuller  treatment  th;m  he 
could  now  give  it  To  this  advice  he  has  yielded,  and  although 
this  did  not  occur  until  the  work  showed  manife.st  allusions  in  several 
instances  to  a later  period,  lie?  removed  from  the  remainder  of  his  manu- 
script all  such  references,  except  those  which  could  not  wcdl  be  ernsed. 
Some  of  the  materials  furnished  from  the  Churclies  aie  lirief.  Others 
far  more  extended,  which,  in  some  instances,  have  been  greatly  abbre- 
viated, and  in  others  more  amply  given.  The  author  is  fully  conscious 
of  the  many  defects  of  his  work,  and  submits  tlie  result  of  his  labors 
to  that  indulgence  of  his  brethren  which  it  so  greatly  needs. 

The  migration  of  our  own  Presbyterian  people  to  the  iSouth  and 
Southwest  has  been  great,  as  these  pages  will  show,  carrying  their  insti- 
tions  with  them.  The  last  Census,  tliat  of  1880,  proves  that  this  ex- 
pansion has  been  true  of  our  po[mlation  in  general  : that  50,195  of  the 
residents  in  Georgia  were  born  in  South  Carolina ; that  35,704  of  the 
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PREFACE. 


residents  of  Alabama  were  born  here;  that  18,522  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Florida;  111, 157  of  those  of  IMississippi  ; 2,037  of  those  of  Missouri; 
10,121  of  those  of  North  Carolina;  11.01)8  of  those  of  Tennessee;  22,124 
of  those  of  Texas  ; 15,107  of  those  of  Arkansas,  were  natives  of  this  State  ; 
whiie,  at  the  same  time,  42,182  of  the  re-.idents  of  South  Carolina  were 
born  elsewhere  than  within  its  own  bounds,  many  of  them  in  foreign 
lands.  The  Presbyterian  Church  of  this  portion  of  our  land,  though 
exceeded  in  numbers  by  some  other  denominations,  has  always  been 
an  influential  one,  and  it  is  hoped,  that  for  soundness  of  doctrine,  and 
the  promotion  of  knowledge  and  education  among  our  pe  ople,  its  influ- 
ence mav  never  be  less. 
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ADDENDUM. 


The  lamented  author  of  tliis  work  Avas  summoned  to  the  eternal 
World  when  he  had  almost  finished  the  jiresent  volume,  only  the  index 
remsinin"  to  be  completed.  Jn  the  judgment  of  his  friends,  it  is  deem- 
ed proper  to  append  a brief  biographical  notice  of  himself  to  the 
account  given  by  his  hand  of  deceased  ministers  who  had  been  (;on- 
necteil  with  the  Synod  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia.  It  will  be  the 
office  of  some  future  historian  to  expand  the  record  of  a life  which,  for 
over  half  a century,  was  devoted  to  theological  education,  and  made 
an  indelible  imjAress  upon  more  than  five  hundred  candidates  for  the 
Gospel  Ministry. 

Tiie  Rev.  George  Howe,  D.D..  LL.D.,  was  born  at  Dedham,  Massa* 
c-.luisetts,  November  0th,  1SU2.  His  father,  William  Howe,  was  the  son 
of  Thomas  Howe,  <Af  Dorchester,  who  was  lineally  descended  from  one 
of  the  pilgrim  fathers  who  landed  at  Plymouth  Rock.  His  mother, 
Mary,  Avas  the  daughter  of  Major  George  Gould,  a revolutionary  officer 
who  served  under  Washington  Avhen  he  occupied  Dorchester  Heights, 
and  Rachel  Dwight,  the  daughter  of  Samuel  DAvight,  of  Sutton,  a 
W'nman  of  great  energy,  fortitude,  perseverance  and  piety,  who  lived  to 
be  over  ninety  years  of  age.  When  twelve  years  old,  he  removed  Avith 
his  father  to  Holmesburg,  Pennsylvania,  Avhere  he  attended  the  school 
of  ]Mr.  Scofield.  His  teacher  having  gt)ue  to  Philadelphia,  he  folloAved 
him.  There  he  Avas  hopefully  converted  under  the  ministrA’  of  Dr, 
.Tames  Patterson,  and  joined  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  the 
Northern  Liberties,  of  Avhich  Dr.  Patterson  Avas  pastor.  He  Avas  f)re- 
pared  for  college  by  the  Rev-  Thomas  P.iggs.  of  Frankford,  near  Phil- 
adelphia; Avas  graduated  at  Middlebury  College,  Vermont,  in  1822,  and 
at  Andover  Theological  Seminary,  Avhere  he  took  a fidl  course,  in  1825. 
Having  been  ajrpointed  Abbot  scholar,  he  studied  for  more  than  a 
year  on  that  foundation  He  then  became  Phillips  Professor  of 
Sacred  Theology  in  Dartimxith  College,  Ncav  Hampshire,  in  Avhich  re- 
lation he  continued  until  ISdO,  Avhen  his  health  failing  him  he  came  to 
the  SoutR.  In  the  Fall  of  18.31,  he  was,  by  the  Synod  of  South  C'arolina 
and  Georgia,  elected  Professor  of  Riblical  Literature  in  the  Theologi- 
cal Seminary  at  Columbia,  S.  ( In  October,  1836,Avhen  he  Avas  thirty- 
four  years  of  age,  he  received  a <-all,  signed  by  Thomas  11.  Skinner, 
Knowles  Taylor  and  Ichabod  S.  Spencer,  to  the  Professorship  of  Siun-ed 
Literature  in  Union  Theological  Sunur.aiy,  New  York.  He  Avas  also 
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at  different  times  solicited  by  several  important  churches  to  become 
their  pastor.  All  these  calls  he  declined,  and  devoted  his  learningand 
liis  energies  to  the  maintenance  of  the  institution  with  which  lie  liad 
cast  his  lot.  To  it  lie  adhered  with  a love  which  was  as  affecting  as  it 
was  enduring,  through  all  its  financial  difficulties,  until  the  summons 
came  which  terminated  his  labors  on  earth. 

In  NovembT,  18S1,  the  Alumni  of  the  Seminary  held  a semi-centen- 
nial commemoration  of  his  connexion  with  it,  when  he  received  the 
congratulations  of  his  former  pupils.  He  lived  to  see,  with  great  joy, 
the  re-opening  of  the  institution  after  a suspension  of  its  exercises  for 
two  years,  occasioned  by  the  failure  of  its  funds. 

On  Sabbath,  April  1st,  1S83,  after  having  for  the  last  time  partaken 
of  the  Lord’s  Supper,  and  while  riding  homeward,  he  was  thrown  from 
his  carriage  and  one  of  his  legs  was  fractured.  He  lingered,  express- 
ing his  trust  in  the  Saviour,  and  oftering  most  touching  prayers  for  his 
beloved  Seminary,  until  Sabbath,  April  loth,  when,  without  a struggle 
or  groan,  in  the  eighty-first  year  of  his  age,  he  fell  asleep  in  Jesus.  His 
funeral  service  was  held  at  tlie  Presbyterian  Church,  amidst  the  tears 
of  his  brethren  and  numerous  friends,  and  his  venerable  form  was 
committed  to  its  last  resting-place  in  the  cemetery  of  that  church. 

Dr  Howe  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was  IMary  Bnshnell,  the 
daughter  of  the  Rev-  Jedediah  Bushnell,  whom  he  characterized  as  a 
man  of  singular  piety  and  wisdom.  .She  died  a little  more  than  a year 
.after  her  marriage  and  was  buried  where  his  (nvn  remains  now  sleep. 
H's  second  wife  was  Mr.-.  Sarah  Ann  McCf)nnell,  the  daughter  of 
AfJrew  Walthour  of  W’althourville,  Liberty  County,  Georgia.  'fiiis 
lov.  ■ saint,  who  had  blessed  him  with  her  devoted  affection  and  little 
less  than  angelic  ministrations  during  life,  ainl  nursed  him  with  ten- 
derest  assiduity  in  his  last  illness,  bade  him  farewell  in  the  ho{)e  of  a 
not  distant  meeting  in  the  paradise  of  God. 

Dr.  Howe  s learning  was  extensive.  He  was  deeply  versed  in  Ori- 
ental literature  and  intimately  acquainted  with  the  controversies  in 
regard  to  the  Sacred  Text.  He  was  a godly  man,  an  eminent  exemidar 
of  the  attractive  graces  of  Christianity;  when  at  the  full  bent  of  his 
noble  faculties,  was  a powerful  preacher  ; and  as  a man  and  citizen  was 
e.steemcd  anu  loved  by  a community  in  intercourse  with  which  he  had 
lived  for  half  a c:eniury.  Almost  his  whole  ecclesiastical  life  was 
passed  in  connexion  with  the  Synod  of  South  Carolina  and  the  (fiiarles- 
ton  Presbytery.  His  death  is  sincerely  lamented  by  these  bodies,  and 
by  the  whole  Southern  Presbyterian  Cliurch  of  which  he  was  a 'distin- 
guished ornament.  J.  L.  G. 
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IN  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 


VOL.  II. 


BOOK  FIRST. 


CHAPTER  I. 

Our  first  volume  has  given  a brief  outline  of  the  ante- 
American  history  of  the  j)eop!e  which  are  rcjjresented  in  the 
Presbyterian  Churches  of  the  Synod  of  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia,  and  has  traced  their  subsequent  history  more  or  less 
perfectly  from  the  first  permanent  occupation  of  the  country 
by  European  colonists  on  the  17th  of  March,  1670.  to  the 
opening  of  the  present  century.  Many  of  them  fled  from 
their  native  lands  of  their  own  accord,  because  they  could  not 
worship  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  consciences, 
without  the  loss  of  their  earthly  possessions  and  life  itself 
Some  were  forcibly  transported  hither  against  their  will. 
Some  were  offered  the  alternative  of  expatriation  or  ignomini- 
ous death.  Such  was  the  case  of  James  Nisbet,  of  the  parish  of 
Landon,  who  suffered  in  Glasgow,  at  the  Howgate  head, 
June  5th,  1684. 

In  the  course  of  his  last  speech  and  testimony  he  said  : 
“ Now  I know  there  will  many  brand  me  with  self-murder, 
because  I have  got  many  an  offer  to  go  to  Carolina  upon  such 
easy  terms.  But  to  this  I answer,  self  preservation  must 
stoop  to  truth’s  preservation.”  He  thus  refused  to  succumb  to 


, '■  # 


■ ■■  . ' 'Vi; 


'w 


' ‘k 


I 


-Tl'l.  ■'.,  ' }■ 


?%v: 

'.  ■ '■'■ , ' ■•■ ' v"  ' '■■  ■ ,'••■■< i/4'V'J.Vo 


SWf/ 


1 *lTy- 


>n  ,.im 


, ■,■■'■ ‘Ji 


v'tegn 

‘ ■■’•■"fra.-”'  ^ 


■ "iivV-',' 


’•4^  '’!%.y 


i‘!  h,/j^f  vi  i 

■ 1;>W‘  ) 

'■'H’;V,'>  v.4 


, ,1.  { i ,3 


>■  -wWfi  Bwjjj  fc®(t 

) iiiif 'if'S  V f V 3’®^'  “Swbia.  i 

Wfuni..-..p.  K» 


. !;yVl'  "’i''  ' ,'  ,M;  me  ,il-’\f  '( 

...  ry'?"  'M0/r;3&M 

, ' ■'  ;'n  ' 


Ipsiea 


JAMES  NLSBET. 


the  demands  of  his  persecutors.  “ Now  I have  to  take  my 
leave  of  all  created  comforts  here;  and  I bid  farewell  to  the 
sweet  Scriptures.  Farewell  reading  and  praying.  Farewell 
sinning  and  suffering.  Farewell  sighing  and  sorrowing, 
mourning  and  weeping.  And  farewell  all  Christian  friends 
and  relations.  Farewell  brethren  and  sisters,  and  all  things 
in  time.  And  welcome  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghost.  Wel- 
tome  Heaven  and  everlasting  joy  and  praise,  and  innumerable 
company  of  Angels  and  Spirits  of  just  men  made  perfect. 
Now  into  thy  hands  I commit  my  spirit  for  it  is  thine. 

Sic  Subscribitur,  JAMES  NISBET.’' 

It  might  be  doubtful  as  to  the  special  locality  meant  by  Caro- 
lina in  this  address.  On  the  13th  of  June,  1665,  Clarendon 
and  his  associates  had  obtained  a new  charter  from  Charles 
the  Second,  granting  them  all  the  land  from  the  Atlantic  to 
the  Pacific  Ocean,  between  twenty-nine  degrees  and  thirty-si.K 
degrees,  thirty  minutes,  north  latitude,  a charter  which  never 
went  into  effect,  being  superseded  on  the  south  by  the  charter 
granted  by  George  the  II.  on  the  9th  of  June,  1732,  to  Ogle- 
thorpe and  his  associates  “ in  trust  for  the  poor,”  which 
erected  the  country  between  the  Savannah  and  the  Altamaha, 
and  from  the  headsprings  of  these  rivers  due  west  to  the 
Pacific,  into  the  Province  of  Georgia. 

The  first  permanent  settlement  made,  in  what  is  known  as 
North  Carolina,  was  in  1663,  when  William  Drummond  a 
Scotchman  and  a Presbyterian  was*  made  its  first  governor. 
A general  division  into  North  and  South  Carolina  dates  as  far 
back  as  1693.  Yet  the  dividing  line  between  North  and 
South  Carolina  was  not  run  till  1738,  nor  fully  completed  till 
afterwards.  And  as  we  have  shown  in  our  First  Volume, 
Chap.  II.,  pp.  78-86,  that  Charleston  or  Port  Royal  was  the 
destination  of  those  who  were  banished,  or  who  voluntarily 
removed  for  safety  from  Scotland,  this  we  suppose  was  the 
Carolina  that  was  in  the  mind  of  the  heroic  martyr. 

All  this  occurred  nearly  200  years  ago.  Yet  it  is  well  for 
us  to  remember  what  our  ancestors  suffered  for  the  faith  we 
profess.  The  saying  is  true  that  “ The  blood  of  the  martyrs 
is  the  seed  of  the  Church.”  It  has  lived  and  flourished  in 
the  midst  of  persecution.  It  is  said  that  the  Reformed  Church 
of  France  in  1751  could  count  2,150  Churches.  That  the 
Church  of  Orleans  had  7,000  members  and  5 ministers.  That 
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“the  blood  of  the  martyrs.” 

in  1561  there  had  been  200,000  cut  off  by  martyrdom  : From 

the  Church  of  Caen  alone  about,  15,000;  of  Alencon,  5,000; 
of  Paris,  13.000  ; ofRheims,  12,000;  of  Troye,  1 2,000  ; of  Sens 
9,000  ; of  Orleans,  8,000  ; of  Angiers,  7,500  ; of  Poictiers. 
12,000.  (Quick’s  Synodicon,  p.  lix.,  lx.,  and  so  on.) 
Above  200,000  in  a few  years  were  cut  off  for  the  Gospel, 
p.  lix.  And  to  some,  Carolina  became  a place  of  refuge. 

The  few  Congregational  Churches  of  our  seaboard  have 
been  so  united  with  those  which  were  fully  Presbyterian  in 
their  polity,  that  their  history  has  been  given  with  equal  par- 
ticularity. The  method  pursued  was  adopted  from  the  felt 
necessity  of  preserving  the  facts  of  the  past  before  they  should 
be  lost  out  of  the  memories  of  men,  before  the  various  notices 
of  them  yet  existing  in  ephemeral  contemporaneous  literature 
should  utterly  perish,  and  the  scattered  items  that  might  be 
gathered  out  of  private  correspondence  should  wholly  disap- 
pear. Much  of  all  this  had  been  lost  already  by  the  accidents 
of  fire  and  flood,  and  cruel  war,  and  by  that  decay  which  is 
consuming  all  the  works  of  industry  and  art.  To  keep  up  the 
sequence  of  events  as  to  their  succession  in  time  was  impor- 
tant, that  each  congregation  might  be  able  to  trace  back  its 
own  history  was  no  less  so,  and  to  hold  up  to  view  that  ante- 
cedent discipline  in  the  school  of  adversity  through  which  our 
ancestors  passed,  which  has  moulded theircharacter  and  ours, 
was  equally  important. 

It  was  not  unknown  to  the  author  that  there  is  a connec- 
tion of  cause  and  effect  which  history  should  disclose;  that 
each  event  is  to  be  conceived  of  as  both  the  product  of  some 
other  that  has  preceded  it,  and  a potential  cause  of  those  which 
follow;  that  there  is  a development  in  history,  and  a progress, 
answering  to  that  in  the  ideas  of  men  educated  by  the  circum- 
stances in  which  they  are  placed.  Society  is  ever  advancing, 
but  by  a movement  by  no  means  uniform  nor  always  in  one 
direction.  When  men  of  education  and  refinement  migrate 
from  the  midst  of  culture  to  a wilderness  where  they  must 
find  the  means  of  support,  and  protect  themselves  from  savage 
beasts  and  more  savage  men,  it  is  natural  that  they  should 
lapse  by  degrees  from  former  pursuits  into  the  life  of  the 
trapper  and  the  hunter,  from  this  into  chat  of  the  herdsman, 
and  then  into  that  of  the  cultivator  of  the  soil.  It  will  be 
difficult  tor  tliem  and  their  families  to  retain  all  the  outward 
decencies  of  worship  and  culture  as  they  were  enjoyed  in  the 
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countries  which  they  left.  Their  manners  will  become  for  a 
season  more  rude  and  simple.  As  settlements  enlarge  and 
wealth  increases,  and  artificial  wants,  in  the  progress  of  socie- 
ty, are  created,  these  outward  customs  of  social  life  will” 
change,  and  new  phases  of  public  and  social  character  must 
needs  appear.  New  theories  of  government,  too,  are  ever  and 
anon  arising.  Some  exalting  and  some  depressing  the 
individual  man,  the  human  mind  passing,  under  the  ordinary 
providential  government  of  God,  from  one  extreme  towards 
the  other  in  almost  perpetual  oscillation.  In  the  history  of 
the  Church  then  are  tvvo  factors.  On  the  one  hand  there  is 
God’s  truth  made  the  object  of  the  mind’s  contemplation'  by 
the  word  revealed  from  Heaven  and  enforced  by  the  opera- 
tions of  the  ffoly  Spirit.  There  are  the  depraved  will  of  riian 
on  the  othar,  and  the  mysterious  and  hostile  influences  of  the 
powers  of  darkness.  The  development  of  the  Church  on 
earth  has,  under  these  circumstances,  not  been  a constant  and 
uniform  progress.  It  has  often  gone  backward  both  in  its 
doctrine  and  its  government.  And  the  only  true  progress  it 
ever  can  make  is  ever  to  look  back  to  the  writings  of  the  New 
Testament  for  the  form  of  doctrine  given  to  the  Church, 
when  it  was  enjoined  upon  it  to  go  forth  into  all  the  world 
preaching  tiie  Gospel,  and  to  the  entire  Scriptures  for  the 
system  of  doctrine  to  be  believed  unto  salvation. 

From  the  age  of  Constantine  when  Christianity  ascended 
the  throne  of  Caesar  to  this  our  day,  one  of  the  last  things  the 
Church  has  been  able  rightly  to  comi)rehend,  is  its  own  inde- 
pendence of  the  State.  This  would  seem  logically  to  follow 
from  the  doctrine  of  our  Confession,  that  Christ  alone  is  King 
and  Head  of  the  Church,  and  that  all  ordinances  of  worship 
and  forms  of  Church  government  are  oi'dered  hv  him  alone  ; 
that  there  are  two  Commonwealths  equally  appointed  by  God, 
the  civil,  whose  office  is  to  protect  the  [person  and  property 
and  promote  the  well  being  of  men  as  they  are  members  of 
civil  society;  and  the  religious,  the  commonwealth  of  Israel, 
whose  object  it  is  to  train  men,  as  they  are  sinners,  for  glory 
and  immortalitv.  Although  these  exist  together  in  this 
world,  each  is  independent  of  the  other  in  its  own  sphere. 
In  the  civil  commonwealth  there  is  one  and  the  same  civil 
authority  ruling  in  its  own  proper  sphere  over  all.  The 
Church  of  Christ,  as  it  is  visible  in  any  country,  is  divided 
among  many  denominations,  who  act  in  their  appointments 
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for  religious  observance  independent  of  each  other,  each  being 
responsible  to  Christ  their  head.  It  has  been  in  our  happy 
country  alone,  under  its  present  form  of  governmant,  that  this 
has  obtained  a full  acknowledgment,  though  in  practice  this 
independence  has,  alas  ! been  now  and  then  invaded,  and  it  has 
been  forgotten  that  unto  Cresar  only  the  things  that  are 
Caesar’s  are  to  be  rendered  and  to  God  alone  the  things  that 
are  God’s.  Our  own  Presbyterian  Church  by  its  solemn 
leagues  and  covenants  and  by  its  republican  form  of  govern- 
ment has  done  much  to  destroy  the  bondage  of  despotism 
under  which  the  British  nation  would  have  otherwise  con- 
tinued to  groan,  and  has  done  much  to  introduce  that  form  of 
regulated  liberty  which  our  own  country  enjoys.  But  the 
solemn  league  and  covenant  when  attem.pted  bv  the  British 
Parliament  to  be  imposed  upon  the  nation,  looked  forward  to 
the  establishment  by  law  of  an  absolute  uniformity  of  reli- 
gious faith.  The  contest  in  Phigland  was  a contest  for  civil 
liberty,  in  Scotland  for  religious  purity  and  freedom.  In 
England  it  was  under  the  guidance  of  political  principles,  in 
Scotland  mainly  under  those  which  the  religion  of  Christ  in- 
s[jires,  whose  fruit  is  peace.  But  the  close  union  of  Church  and 
State  which  the  Long  Parliament,  the  ir;ajority  of  whom  were 
Presbyterians,  still  contemplated,  would  have  placed  dissen- 
ters under  civil  disabilities  and  have  led  to  oppression,  if  not 
absolute  persecution  of  the  less  numerous  sects.  The  Inde- 
pendents who  were  numerous  and  represented  largely  in  Crom- 
well’s army,  being  a minority  in  the  Westminster  Assembly, 
were  clatnorous  for  liberty  of  conscience,  but  it  is  to  be 
feared  that  it  was  liberty  of  conscience  for  themselves  alone. 
P'or  when  they  set  up  their  own  government  in  Massachu- 
setts, they  made  membership  in  the  Church  a prerequisite  to 
civil  office  and  inflicted  penalites  and  exile  upon  the  Anabap- 
tists and  Quakers,  chiefly,  perhaps,  because  of  certain  fanatical 
conduct  whicli  disturbed  the  public  peace,  but.  we  fear,  also 
because  of  alleged  error  in  doctrine.  Cromwell  approached 
nearly  to  the  truth  when  he  declared  “that  all  men  should  be 
left  to  the  liberty  of  their  own  consciences  and  that  the  magis- 
trate could  not  interfere  without  ensnaring  himself  in  the  guilt 
of  persecution.’^  Yet  not  even  he  saw  clearly,  at  all  times, 
the  necessity  of  a complete  severance  of  the  union  between 
Church  and  State,  nor  realized  the  inauspicious  results  which 
such  a union  must  inevitably  produce,  the  great  injustice  it 
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must  ever  do  to  dissenters  from  the  religion  of  the  State,  and 
the  hypocrisy  to  which  it  leads.  While,  therefore,  we  can 
justly  point  to  the  earlier  history  of  our  fathers  as  illustrating 
in  their  exceeding  sufferings,  the  disinterestedness  and  earnest- 
ness of  true  piety,  the  power  of  faith,  their  own  surpassing 
courage  and  constancy,  their  ardent  love  for  civil  and  reli- 
gious liberty,  the  tendency  of  adversity,  encountered  nobly 
by  brave  and  trustful  hearts,  to  develop  character  and  to  pro- 
mote vital  godliness — the  whole  being  a grand  testimony  to 
the  truth  of  the  Christian  religion  ; we  can  point  to  it,  on  the 
other  hand,  as  exhibiting  chiefly  in  their  opponents  the  narrow 
blindness  and  selfishness  of  bigotry,  the  folly  of  persecution, 
the  evil  of  Erastianism,  the  tendenc)'’  to  cruelty  and  deeds  of 
blood  in  a dominant  Church,  the  guilt  of  forcing  religion  bn 
an  unwilling  people,  the  conflicting  claims  which  may  arise 
between  Church  and  State,  and  the  necessity  of  a complete 
severance  of  one  from  the  other,  and  the  power  of  the  volun- 
tary principle  to  sustain  all  the  institutions  which  the  Church 
shall  need  and  authon'ze. 

The  severance  in  this  countiy  has  been  made  complete. 
And  though  our  customs  and  our  common  law  have  arisen 
under  the  Christian  faith,  the  Jew.  the  Mohammedan,  the  Pagan 
and  the  Deist  are  alike  protected  in  what  are  the  distinctive 
features  of  the  faith  they  profess,  not  because  the  national 
belief  sanctions  their  creeds,  but  because,  otherwise,  the  rights 
of  conscience  cannot  be  maintained.  Whatever  approaches 
to  an  established  religion  in  any  of  the  States  of  the  Federal 
Union,  existed  in  the  colonial  period,  have  disappeared  since 
the  Revolution,  and  the  nineteenth  century  begins  without 
these  disturbing  influences  in  our  social  state. 

Under  the  colonial  government  the  refinements  of  the 
higher  civilization  were  kept  up  in  our  seaboard  country  by 
its  constant  intercourse  with  the  British  Isles,  whither  the  sons 
and  daughters  of  the  wealthy  were  often  sent  for  their  educa- 
tion. But  in  the  upper  countiy  the  church  and  the  school, 
both  accommodated  at  first  in  the  rudest  and  most  primitive 
structures,  were  almost  inseparably  connected,  until,  as  we 
have  seen,  in  the  last  fifteen  years  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
institutions  for  the  higher  learning  had  almost  everywhere 
arisen,  if  not  in  a form  and  with  endowments  which  rendered 
them  permanent,  yet  conducted  with  a becoming  energy  of 
purpose,  and  affording  the  means  of  a valuable  education  to 
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those  who  were  to  become  the  future  leaders  in  the  Church 
and  the  State, 

In  his  Retrospect  of  the  Eighteenth  Century,  published  in 
1808  by  Dr.  Samuel  Miller,  late  of  Princeton,  the  belief  is 
expressed  that  the  learned  languages,  especially  the  Greek, 
were  less  studied  in  the  Eastern  than  in  the  Southern  and 
Middle  States,  and  that  while  more  individuals  actended  to 
classical  learning  there  than  here,  it  was  attended  to  more 
superficially.  The  reason  he  gives  is,  that  owing  to  the  supe- 
rior wealth  of  individuals  in  the  latter  States,  more  of  their 
sons  were  educated  in  Europe,  and  brought  home  with  them 
a more  accurate  knowledge  of  the  classics  and  set  the  example 
of  more  thorough  study.  The  most  of  our  clergy,  especially, 
whether  educated  at  home  or  abroad,  were  full  of  labor  in 
the  pulpit,  or  the  school,  or  in  missionary  work,  and  few  of 
them,  in  the  period  over  which  we  have  passed,  had  leisure, 
or  pecuniary  means,  to  make  any  important  contributions  to 
the  literature  of  the  church. 


CHAPTER  II. 

THE  INDEPENDENT  AND  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCHES. 

1800—1810. 

In  resuming  our  history  of  individual  churches  we  begin 
with  those  which  were  either  strictly  Congregational,  or 
admitted  only  of  the  Congregational  Presbytery.  The  first 
of  these  is  The  Independent  or  Congregational  Church 
IN  THE  City  of  Charleston,  for  whose  preceding  history  we 
refer  the  reader  to  the  pages  indicated  in  the  Index  to  our 
First  Volume.  We  have  there  quoted  on  pp.  459,  460,  the 
general  character  and  polity  of  this  church  as  set  forth  from 
their  own  records.  We  have  not  sufficiently  indicated  the 
doctrinal  creed  they  profess,  and,  to  do  so,  are  obliged  to  revert 
to  the  time  when  these  doctrines  were  prominently  set  forth. 

The  inequalities  which  existed  under  the  Colonial  Govern- 
ment when  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  the  Church  of 
England,  was  by  law  the  Established  Church  of  the  Colony 
of  South  Carolina,  were  removed  by  the  Provisional  Consti- 
tution of  1778,  and  the  permanent  State  Constitution  of  1790. 
Under  the  Constitution  of  1778,  the  name  of  an  established 
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church  was  retained,  but  on  sucli  a broad  basis  as  to  compre- 
hend all  denominations  of  Protestant  Christians,  each  havin<^ 
equal  rights  and  capacities,  and  public  pecuniary  support 
being  withheld  from  all.  The  Protestant  religion  was  declared 
the  established  religion  of  the  State,  and  it  was  enacted  that 
any  society  consisting  of  fifteen  persons,  or  upwards,  should 
be  an  established  church,  and  entitled  to  incorporation,  on 
petitioning  for  it,  after  they  had  subscribed,  in  a book,  the 
five  following  articles: 

1.  There  is  one  Eternal  God,  and  a future  state  of  rewards 
and  punishments. 

2.  God  is  to  be  publicly  worshipped. 

3.  d'he  Christian  religion  is  the  true  religion. 

4.  The  Holy  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testament  are 
divinely  inspired,  and  are  the  rule  of  faith  and  practice. 

5.  It  is  lawful,  and  the  duty  of  every  man,  being  thereunto 
lawfully  called,  to  bear  witness  to  truth. 

These  articles  were  readily  subscribed  by  the  Church,  hut 
were  not  considered  by  its  members  as  going  far  enough  ; 
they,  therefore,  added  an  explanation  of  their  particular  cn;ed, 
as  follows  : 

“ Although  we  acknowledge  that  the  foregoing  articles  do 
not  contain  anything  contrary  to  truth,  yet  as  they  do  not  dis- 
criminate truth  from  error,  and  are  no  ways  declarator)^  of 
those  distinguishing  ti  uths  which  this  Church  has  always 
heretofore  acknowledged,  and  at  this  time  do  recognize  to  be 
the  Scripture  doctrines  of  grace;  and,  as  the  foregoing  arti- 
cles are  now  received,  by  this  Church,  merely  in  compliance 
with  the  requisitions  of  the  legislative  body  of  this  countr\q, 
and  in  order  to  entitle  it  to  the  privileges  of  establishment 
and  incorporation,  lest  any  person  should  take  occasion,  from 
them,  to  attempt  to  introduce  aii)^  doctrines  into  this  Church, 
not  heretofore  received  and  acknowledged  b)^  it  as  Scripture 
doctrines,  we  lay  down  the  following  three  articles  as  the 
fundamental  doctrines  of  this  Church: 

“ I.  That  there  are  three  distinct  persons  mentioned  in  the 
Scriptures,  the  PCather,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost ; to  each 
of  whom  the  name  of  God  is  properly  given,  divine  attributes 
are  ascribed  and  religious  worship  is  due  ; that  these  three, 
the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  are  one  God,  the 
same  in  substance,  power,  and  glory. 
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“ 2.  Tliat  the  Scriptures  reveal  and  declare  man  to  be  a 
fallen  creature  ; that,  by  his  transgressions  of  the  law  of  God, 
he  has  lost  the  divine  image  in  which  he  was  at  first  created, 
and  incurred  the  displeasure  of  God,  and  subjected  himself 
to  the  penalties  annexed  to  the  breach  of  His  most  holy 
law,  and  has  become  S(^  wholly  impotent,  that  he  can  do 
nothing  meritoriously  to  atone  for  his  guilt,  recover  the 
f:>rfeited  favor  of  God,  and  restore  the  divine  image  in  his 
depraved  soul. 

“ 3.  That  the  Scriptures  reveal  a method  of  recovery  for 
fallen  man  through  the  divine  interposition,  to  accomplish 
which  the  Eternal  Father  gave  his  only  begotten  Son  to 
become  a substitute  for  man  ; that  the  Eternal  Son  volun- 
tarily submitted  to  this  appointment  and  Isubstitution,  and  in 
the  fullness  of  time  took  upon  Him  our  nature,  and  was 
made  under  the  Law.  to  which  he  paid  a perfect  obedience, 
and  died  as  a sacrifice  and  attonement  for  human  guilt  ; that 
by  his  active  and  passive  obedience,  he  perfected  and  brought 
in  an  everlasting  righteousness,  by  the  imputation  of  which, 
th  rough  faith,  mankind  are  again  restored  to  the  lost  image 
and  forfeited  favor  of  God,  and  delivered  from  the  curse  of 
the  Law  ; that  the  Holy  Ghost,  by  his  enlightening  influences 
and  saving  operations  on  the  human  heart,  is  the  author  and 
efficient  of  that  faith  by  which  we  apprehend  the  righteous- 
ness of  Christ,  and  through  which  we  are  made  partakers  of 
the  blessings  of  grace.” 

“ It  was  never  so  much  the  intention  of  this  Church,’’  says 
Dr.  Ramsay,  to  build  up  any  one  denomination  of  Christians 
as  to  build  up  Christianity  itself  Its  members  were,  there- 
fore, less  attached  to  names  and  parties  than  to  a system  of 
doctrines  which  they  believed  to  be  essential  to  a correct 
view  of  the  Gospel  plan  of  salvation.  These  have  been 
generally  called  the  doctrines  of  the  reformation — of  free 
grace — or  of  the  evangelical  system.  The  minister  who 
preached  these  doctrines,  explicitly  and  unequivocally,  was 
always  acceptable,  whatever  his  creed  might  be  in  other 
resoects,  or  to  whatsoever  denomination  he  might  belong. 
On  the  other  hand,  where  these  were  wanting,  no  accordance 
in  other  points — no  splendor  of  learning — no  fascination  of 
eloquence  could  make  up  for  the  defect. 

The  doctrines  above  stated  have  always  been  the  doctrines 
of  this  Church,  but  they  were  formally  adopted  as  such  in  its 


r 

V'. 


vj 


aUi  1-1  ;biU45  )o 'Sv.S 


jm 


••  t 


hh-i  -jwim  im  mlH'  .'tefu  Ak>j  ^ 


«> 

'll  -' 

'Si 


, j(>v^  lbin»; 

. ■ y ^1..—  'ii^  I*,.  Cl  i if  i . 1 ■'  '.T  iJiJ  1^  &•  I'L  f 1 . h * "■  ■ *’ip/ll.k  ',  U/  . ^ 


,ylM':|n  Ison 

«i  ; 1 ■ ! ' ' '.^'V  -.1  ■.'''  ' ■•■.  ^ '^'W  '-  ■ li'  ' ' .'  ' ' ^ ‘^'•’^ 

'i.'^n'tw,  R tki  '4:J, 

i ( '0<  ^ •;;> v./i^J  ■ .r.,uf /i:Xi;Vl,n«.  '0:  ■|^.*^W|5iV;  i 


^;.v;  i v,^'|  <;t>o-'/ii.'p.;f|ii:w  Ufn< ,,k 
j>d>'  tn  ^fi  it0m 

•i-O,  l't<,,  i-^.u:,!  »l  'f 


24 


IIEP  A IKS  OF  CHUIini. 


[I 800-1810. 


Constitution  ratified  on  the  20th  day  of  August,  1804,  as 
follows  : “ It  is  now  further  declared,  that  the  view  of  the 

Holy  Bible,  which  is  taken,  and  the  construction  which  is 
given  to  its  contents,  by  this  Church,  is  the  same  as  is 
taken  and  given  in  the  confession  of  faith,  and  the  catechisms 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  Slates  of  America, 
is  that  accepted  by  the  General  Assembly  at  their  session  in 
May,  1805.” 

Early  in  this  decade,  in  consequence  of  the  increasing  c‘>n- 
gregation,  measures  were  taken  for  the  enlargement  of  church 
accommodations.  In  1798  its  funds  amounted  to  $18,857, 
loaned  to  the  State  Treasury,  and,  in  common  with  all  other 
contemporaneous  evidences  of  debt,  suffered  a depreciation 
by  which,  in  1783,  they  were  reduced  to  $3,515.68.  In  con- 
sequence of  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  the  Church  was 
temporarily  disorganized  and  dispersed.  For  six  years  it 
remained  without  a settled  minister,  and  divine  service  was 
discontinued  for  half  that  period.  When  the  British  Vandals 
evacuated  the  city,  December  14th,  1782,  they  left  nothing 
but  the  shell  of  the  ancient  edifice — the  pulpit  and  pews 
having  been  taken  down  and  destroyed,  and  the  empty 
enclosure  used,  first  as  a hosijital  for  the  sick,  and  afterwards 
as  a storehouse  for  provisions  for  the  royal  army.  Even  the 
right  of  sepulture  in  the  cemetery  was  denied  to  the  families 
of  worshippers,  who  were  in  Charleston,  after  her  capitula- 
tion, as  prisoners  of  war.  About  thirty-eight  heads  of  these 
families  had  been  exiled,  partly  to  St.  Augustine,  in  1780, 
and  partly  to  Philadelphia,  in  1781.  The  exiles  in  Philadelphia, 
even  while  the  royal  armyyet  occupied  Charleston, anticipating 
a speedy  departure  of  the  foe.  took  provisional  measures  for 
the  supply  and  recognition  of  their  Church  as  soon  as  it  should 
be  delivered  from  thraldom.  1 he  remnant  in  Charleston  began, 
from  the  time  of  the  evacuation,  to  devise  means  for  the  repair 
of  their  dilapidated  and  desecrated  temple,  and  a subscription 
was  opened  for  that  purpose,  to  which  there  was  a general 
contribution,  even  among  members  of  other  Christian  denomi- 
nations. The  repairs  were  soon  completed,  at  the  cost  of 
$6,000,  and  the  renovated  edifice  opened  and  consecrated 
anew,  to  Divine  worsliip,  December  ii,  1773,  with  an  excel- 
lent and  appropriate  sermon,  from  the  recently  arrived  pastor 
of  the  Church,  the  Rev.  Wm.  Hollinshead,  afterwards  I).  D., 
on  December  i i,  1783,  the  very  day  appointed  by  Congress, 
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as  a Day  of  Thanksgiving  to  Almighty  God,  for  tlie  blessings 
• of  peace  and  independence. 

In  1772,  tlie  increased  numbers  and  flourishing  condition 
of  the  congregation,  induced  them  to  erect  or  complete 
another  house  of  worship,  in  connexion  with  the  one  already 
established  on  Meeting  Street.  This  project  had  originated, 
as  early  as  1772,  and  had  made  such  progress  that  before  the 
Revolutionary  War,  the  walls  of  a new  house  of  worship, 
located  in  Archdale  Street,  had  been  completed,  the  whole 
covered,  and  most  of  the  pews  put  up  ; but  it  remained  in  this 
unfinished  state  duringthe  eight  years  of  the  Revolutionary 
War,  and  for  some  time  after  the  termination  of  that  contest. 
The  cost  of  converting  the  unfinished  shell  of  the  new  church 
into  a suitable  place  of  worship,  was  ,$6,000;  and  it  was  opened 
for  public  worship,  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hollingshead,  on  the  25th 
October,  1787.  The  next  year  the  Rev.  Isaac  Stockton 
Keith,  afterwards  D.  D.,  was  regularl}^  inducted  and  settled  as 
co-pastor.  Of  this  we  gave  an  account,  Vol.  i,  p.  458. 

The  labors  of  the  colleague  pastors  had  been  exceedingly 
blessed,  and  in  fifteen  years  after  divine  service  began  to  be 
p>erformed  in  the  Archdale  Street  Church,  Josiah  Smith,  the 
Treasurer,  informed  the  Ciiurch  that  all  the  pews,  in  both 
houses  of  worship,  were  taken  up,  and  a number  of  applicants, 
for  some  time  past,  had  been  turned  off  from  the  want  of 
pews  to  supply  them — whereupon  it  was  resolved  “ that  a 
committee  be  appointed  to  examine  into  the  practicability  of 
making  an  alteration  or  addition  to  the  houses  of  worship,  so 
as  to  make  room  for  more  worshippers.”  On  the  13th  of  Feb- 
ruary. 1804,  it  was  resolved  to  build  an  entiie  new  brick 
church,  of  a circular  form,  of  88  feet  interior  diameter.  The 
argument  in  favor  of  this  form  were:  that  it  was  the  least  ex- 
pensive mode  of  enclosing  any  requisite  area  of  a church  — 
that  it  admitted  of  such  a location  of  the  pulpit  and  pews  as 
brought  the  whole  audience  more  completely  in  view  of  the 
preacher,  and  the  preacher  in  view  of  the  hearers,  than  any 
other  of  the  usual  forms  of  churches — that  it  required  less 
exertion  of  the  voice  of  the  preacher  to  be  heard  than  would 
be  necessary  in  another  form  of  equal  area — that  it  was  favora- 
ble to  di>tinct  hearing  in  the  pews  most  distant  from  the 
pulpit.  Some  of  these  advantages,  with  respect  to  hearers,  in 
some  parts  of  the  church,  were  diminished  and  an  unpleas- 
ant echo  introduced,  in  consequence  of  a partial  departure 
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froni  the  complete  circular  form,  which  had  been  recommenderJ 
by  the  original  projector,  and  by  Mr.  Mills,  the  ingenious 
architect  who  delineated  the  plan  of  the  present  circular  build- 
ing. The  substitution  of  a rieht  line  in  place  ofa  segment  of 
a circle,  in  the  front  ofthe  church,  was  adopted  by  rhe  build- 
ing committee,  to  favor  the  erection  of  a steeple  on  the  West- 
ern extremity  of  the  church,  opposite  to  the  pulpit,  and  is 
supposed  to  be  the  cause  of  the  echo.  Mr.  Mills  has  since 
completed  a church,  in  Philadelphia,  of  a larger  area,  wholly 
on  the  circular  form,  in  which  there  is  no  echo.  In  it  a low 
voice,  very  little  abov^e  a whisper,  can  be  distinctly  heard  at  a 
distance  of  90  feet,  over  the  gallery,  and  distinctly  across  from 
the  two  extreme  points  of  the  interior  diameter.* 

A proposition  for  pulling  down  the  old  building,  which 
might  have  lasted  several  years,  and  ei'ccting  a new  circular 
one,  at  the  expense  of  ,$60,000,  on  its  site,  would  first  have 
been  promptly  rejected,  but  from  the  agency  of  Providence, 
which  overrules  the  hearts  of  man,  it  was  after  repeated  delib- 
erations. peaceably  and  unanimously  adopted.  On  this  occa- 
sion the  veneiable  Treasurer  of  the  Church,  (Josiah  Smith.) 
gave  an  example  worthy  of  imitation  by  the  mino'aty  of  all 
deliberative  bodies.  The  opposers  of  the  circular  form  were 
at  first  very  numerous  ; but  they  all  successively  came  into 
the  measure,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Smith.  When  he 
perceived  the  change  that  had  taken  place,  and  the  final 
question  was  about  to  be  put,  he  walked  out;  but  gave  up 
all  opposition,  and  continued  from  that  day  to  be,  as  he  had 
always  been  before,  a most  active,  disinterested,  zealous  friend 
of  the  church. 

For  the  two  years  which  elapsed  between  the  pulling  down 


M’he  chni’cli  to  whi(;h  reference  is  liere  made  we  sup[)ose  to  be  the 
Sansom  Street  Ba])tist  Cliurch,  in  Philadel})hia.  The  ceilijig  of  this 
was,  we  believe,  not  vaulted — like  a dome,  but  was  more  like  the  in- 
terior surface  ofa  hollow  cone  The  ease  with  which  the  si)eaker’s  voice 
could  be  heard  are  ])erhaps  due  to  this  method  of  coustructioii.  The 
echo  in  the  Circular  Church  was  j)ainful  and  exceedingly  annoying  to 
the  speaker.  His  voice  returned  to  him,  as  if  some  one  was  mimicking 
him  from  beneath  the  puh)it  or  elsewhere.  The  chorister  was  wont  to 
give  out  the  first  line  from  the  galleiw  or  organ  loft,  and  the  echo  was 
very  distinct  and  disturbing  to  the  stranger  who  might  at  the  time  be 
occupying  the  ]mli)it.  One  walking  up  the  side  aisle  when  the  church 
was  empty  would  hear  his  footsteps  re]>eated,  as  of  one  walking  down 
the  aisle  on  the  side  0]>posite.  These  echoes  are  the  accidents  of  archi- 
tecture, and  are  sometimes  as  sur])i-ising  as  they  are  uiie.xpected. 
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of  the  old  building  nnd  the  finishing  of  the  new  circular  one, 
the  worshippers  were  accommodated  with  the  use  of  the 
South  Carolina  Society’s  building,  in  Meeting  street,  for  the 
performance  of  divine  service.  On  the  25  of  May,  1806,  the 
Circular  Church*  was  opened  in  the  presence  of  a numerous 
congregation,  with  an  appropriate  sermon  of  each  of  its  co- 
pastors:  the  other  house  of  worship  was  for  that  day  shut. 
When  all  demands  came  in,,  it  was  found  that  the  expense  of 
the  buildinti  so  far  exceeded  tlie  estimate,  that  a larcre  sum 
must  be  raised  from  the  pews.  To  make  the  most  of  this 
source  of  income,  was  a matter  of  some  delicacy  and  difficulty. 
The  descendants  of  the  founders,  and  of  other  old  mem- 
bers, had  claims  to  be  accommodated  with  pews  at  a reason- 
able rate,  as  all, the  funds  which  had  been  acquired  for  a cen- 
tury past,  were  given  up  in  the  first  instance  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  building.  In  their  behalf,  it  was  urged  that 
they  should  have  the  first  clioice  of  pews,  and  that  the  sur- 
plus should  be  sold  to  the  highest  bidders.  To  their  reason- 
able claims  the  necessities *of  the  churcli  were  opposed.  The 
size  of  the  church  and  the  number  of  the  pews  ( 166,  exclusive 
of  those  in  a large  gallery)  furnished  the  means  of  an  amica- 
ble compromise.  The  northern  half  of  the  gallery  was  gra- 
tuitously given  to  the  negroes.  And  it  accommodates  about 
four  hundred  of  them,  who  are  orderly,  steady,  and  attentive 
worshippers.  The  south  gallery  is  reserved  for  the  future 
disposal  of  the  church,  and,  in  the  meantime,  it  is  free  to ‘all 
such  persons  as  choose  to  worship  there.  It  was  agreed,  after 
an  animated  discussion,  that  sixty  pews  should,  in  the  first 
instance,  be  sold  to  whosoever  might  be  the  highest  bidders  ; 
and,  afterwards,  the  surplus  should  be  assigned  on  a valua- 
tion to  the  former  worshippers,  who,  in  p oportion  to  their 
respective  claims  as  contributors  to  the  old  church  should 
have  a priority  of  choice.  To  favor  t'ne  sale,  an  agreement 
was  made  with  Mr.  William  Payne,  that  he  should  have  the 
first  choice  of  a pew,  on  his  consenting  to  pay  for  it  $jOO  in 
cash,  and  to  discount  all  that  it  sold  for  beyond  that  sum,  in 
lieu  of  his  commission  for  doing  the  whole  business  of  the 
church,  as  its  auctioneer  and  accountant.  Under  these  cir- 


■•"Tlie  form  of  the  house  of  worship  gave  rise  to  the  popular  designa- 
tion of  the  Chureh  and  congregation  henceforth,  as  tlie  white  color  of 
the  structure  which  preceded  it  had  done  before,  hiee  Vol.  I.,  j».  184. 
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ciimstances  lie  purchased  foi'  himself  the  first  choice  of  a pew 
for  ^$605.  This  so  enhanced  the  value  of  the  subsequent  sales 
that  $20,390  was  raised  in  one  day.  from  the  sale  of  sixty 
pews  at  auction.  The  remaining  ones  on  the  ground  floor, 
were  cheifly  distributed  on  a fair  valuation,  amounting,  in  the 
whole,  to  $25,550,  among  the  unsupplied  former  worshippers 
and  others.  In  every  case  a fixed  annual  rent  varying  from 
$8  to  $30,  and  in  one  case  to  ^40;  was  imposed  on  every  pew 
in  addition  to  the  original  purchase  money.  By  these  means 
upwards  of  $.40,000  was  secured  to  pay  for  the  building,  and 
an  annual  income  of  $3,978  (when  the  pews  on  the  ground 
floor  are  all  rented,  and  the  rent  thereof  punctually  paid)  to- 
wards defraying  the  salaries  of  ministers  and  other  contingent 
expenses.  To  the  pew-holders,  a fee  simple  title  to  their  pews 
was  given  by  the  corporation,  subject  to  be  sold  for  pew  rents 
due  by  their  owners  to  the  church,  but  not  for  any  other  debt 
whatever.  The  building  was  commenced  with  inadequate 
funds,  and  without  any  subscription,  but  with  a strong  reliance 
on  Proyidence,  that  the  pews,  added  to  the  old  funds,  would 
raise  a sufficient  sum  to  pay  for  the  building,  and  be  an  an- 
nual source  of  income  forall  necessary  expenses.  These  bold 
hopes  were  realized. 

This  congregation  were  generous  promoters  of  the  various 
objects  of  Cliristian  charity.  An  annual  sermon  was  preached 
th  rough  this  period  in  the  interests  of  “ The  Society  for  the 
Relief  of  Elderlv  and  Disabled  Ministers,  and  the  Widows 
and  Orphans  of  the  Clergy  of  the  Independent  and  Congre- 
gational Church  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina.”  Most  of 
the  members  of  this  Societv  belontjed  to  this  congregdtion. 
It  consisted  in  180S  of  forty-seven  members.  The  annual 
subscription  of  a pound  sterling  and  the  addition  of  its  sur- 
plus fund  to  the  principal  had  given  it  a capital,  at  this  date, 
of  over  $29,000.  its  annual  income  being  about  $2,000  more 
than  its  expenditures.  The  first  Domestic  Missionary  Society 
in  the  South,  and,  it  is  believed,  the  second  in  the  United 
States,  was  formed  in  this  congregation  in  1801,  and  was 
called  “ the  Congregational  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Reli- 
gion in  South  Carolina.”  In  all  acts  of  benevolence  they 
were  encouraged  and  led  on  by  their  pastors,  of  whom  Dr. 
Keith,  being  possessed  of  larger  means  than  most  of  his  pro- 
fession, set  them  a noble  example.  In  the  following  dona- 
tions to  this  Church  may  be  found  those  which  belong  to  the 
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period  now  before  us,  although  the  list  begins  at  a date  almost 
a century  earlier.  It  is  quoted  from  Dr.  Ramsay’s  History 
of  the  Independent  or  Congregational  Church  in  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  printed  tor  the  author  at  Philadelphia  in  1815, 
and  in  that  of  Richard  Yeadon,  Esq.,  printed  in  Charleston 
in  1853. 

OF  THE  BENEFACTORS  TO  THE  CHURCH. 

1704 — Frances  Simonds,  widow  of  Henry  Siinonds,  planter,  jrave  a lot  of 
land,  on  which  the  old  White  Meetin*;  was  built,  100  by  130  feet. 
Ap:reeable  to  the  designs  of  her  husband,  long  before  his  decease. 
1707 — Frances  Siinonds  also  bequeathed  another  plot  of  garden  ground, 
adjoining  the  preceding,  and  one  large  silver  cup  inarked,  H.  S. 

1730 — Andrew  Allen,  merchant,  gave  a part  of  three  several  town  lots, 
which  forms  a part  of  the  burying  ground. 

1730 — Lydia  Durham  bequeathed  a moiety  of  yearly  rents,  arising  on 
houses  and  her  lands,  on  the  bay  of  Charleston,  subject  to  some 
deductions. 

1730 —  Robert  Tradd,  the  first  male  child  born  in  Charleston,  bequeathed 
to  Miles  Brewton,  Thomas  Lamboll,  and  Garret  Van  Velson,  and 
to  the  survivor  or  survivors  and  their  successors,  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  pounds,  current  money,  upon  trust,  that  they  should 
put  out  the  said  sum  to  intere.st,  yearly,  on  good  security,  and  pay 
the  clear  prolits  thereof,  yearly,  forever,  unto  such  minister  or 
preacher  succe.ssively,  as  should  fr  un  time  to  time  ofliciate  in  the 
Presbyteiian  Churcli  in  C'harIe.ston,  aforesaid  (of  which  Society 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Bassett  was  then  minister),  according  to  the  form 
and  discipline  of  the  same,  to  be  and  remain  to  tlie  proper  use 
and  behoof  of  such  ministers  and  jireachers,  for  their  better 
support,  Ac 

1731 —  William  AVarden  gave  a slip  of  land  now  part  of  the  burying 
ground- 

1732 —  Thomas  Ellery  gave  a piece  of  ground  adjoining  the  above. 

1737— Samuel  Eveleigh  bequeathed  oUOZ  for  a pew,  free  of  rent,  to  his 

heirs. 

1740— Charles  Peronneau  bequeathed  LoOOZ. 

1745 — James  Mathewes  bequeathed  200^. 

1754 — Henry  Peronneau  bequeathed  500?. 

175(5 — Benjamin  D’Harriette  bequeathed  500?. 

17(50 — John  Mathewes  bequeathed  400?. 

1761 — Theodora  Edings  bequeathed  200?. 

Ann  Alathewes  bequeathed  500?. 

17G8 — George  AIath(oves  bequeathed  350?. 

17Gi) — William  Dandridge  bequeathed  350?. 

1770— Mary  Heskit  bequeathed  200?. 

1774 — Alexander  Pei’onneau  bequeathed  500?. 

177G — Othniel  Beale  bequeathed  150?. 

In  177(5 — and  partly  in  178(5,  eighty-three  ladies  subscribed  and  y>aid, 
for  the  purpose  of  building  a puljnt  in  the  Archdale  Street 
Church.  SG50. 

1770 — Sarah  Stoutenburg  bequeathed  SI, 005.  The  current  money,  in 
this  year,  was  so  far  dei)re!-iated  as  to  be  worth,  on  an  average, 
not  more  than  fourteen  for  one. 
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I.T8T  OF  HFXEFACTOR8. 

Josiali  Smith  presented  to  tlie  church  ii  lot  of  laud,  ou  Archdale 
Street,  and  two  tenements,  which,  in  1774,  anterior  to  deprecia- 
tion, (!ost  him  4,000/.  enrrcney.  The  bnildin<fs  were  removed  and 
placed  on  Kin;^  Street,  and  now  bring  in  an  annual  rent  of  $o00. 
The  south  wall  of  the  church  is  built  on  |)art  of  said  lot. 

Tdrs.  Mary  Lamboll  Thomas,  in  1777,  gave  2, GOO/,  towards  the  purchas(^ 
of  another  lot  and  tenement.  This  was,  by  depreciation,  reduced 
to  1,800/  4s  lOd.,  and  the  church  paid  a balance  of  004/.  18s,  Od., 
due  on  the  purchase  ; subject  in  like  manner  to  depreciation. 

1780 — Mrs.  Mary  Ellis  bequathed  3,000/,  in  indents,  which  was  depre- 
ciated by  law  to  129/.  5s.  sterling. 

1784 — George  Smith  bequeated  a pew  in  St-  Michael’s  Church,  which, 
being  sold  in  1787,  produced  $300. 

1792 — Dr.  Richard  Savage  bequeathed  50/.  sterling 

1799 — Widow  Ruth  Powell  becpieathed  100/  sterling. 

John  Scott,  Jr.,  bequeathed  150/.  sterling. 

1801 — Mrs.  Frances  Legare  bequeathed  a house  in  Tradd  Street,  subject 
to  the  payment  of  100/.  to  the  Baptist  Church  fund,  for  the  edu- 
cation of  pious  young  men  for  the  ministry.  The  clear  sum 
accruing  to  the  church,  from  the  sale  of  the  house,  was  G50 
guineas. 

180G — Rev.  Ur.  Keith  released  the  church  from  the  repayment  of  S300, 
which  he  had  loaned  to  the  building  committee,  to  assist  in  ])ay- 
ing  the  expenses  of  building  tbe  Circular  Church,  on  their  paying 
oil’  the  assessment  on  two  or  three  pews,  which  are  to  remain 
the  property  of  the  church,  and  to  be  leased  or  granted,  IVee  of 
rent,  to  poorei'  members,  especially  widows — and  that  $100  should 
be  credited  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Bee,  in  payment  of  half  the  assess- 
ment on  her  pew. 

1807 —  One  hundred  and  forty-seven  ladies  gave,  towards  building  the 
})ulpit  in  the  Circular  Church,  $2,003. 

1808 —  Rev.  Dr.  Keith  bequeathed,  by  his  will  of  that  date,  to  the  church 

the  reversion  of  about  $5,000,  unfettered  with  any  binding  restric- 
tions, but  with  an  imj)lied  trust,  or  rather  strong  recommenda- 
tion, that  the  income  alone  should  ’oe  e.xpended,  at  their  discre- 
tion. for  pious  purposes.  The  intentions  of  the  testator  were 
expre.ssed  in  the  following  words:  “ Although  I do  not  judge  it 

ex})edient  to  lay  upon  the  said  church  any  ))ositively  binding 
restrictions,  yet  I think  it  proper  to  declare,  that  it  is  my  desire 
and  hope,  that  the  said  church  should  consider  itself  rather  as 
the  trustee,  than  the  absolute  proprietor  of  the  said  ]>roperty  ; 
and,  that  after  funding  it  in  the  manner  that  may  be  judged  tlie 
most  safe  and  advantageous,  the  clear  prolits  thereof  be  applied, 
under  the  direction  of  the  aforesaid  chui-ch,  chieHy,  if  not  wholly, 
to  the  pui'pose  of  aiding  young  men,  of  ap])roved  piety  and  talents, 
when  such  assistance  may  be  nec-essary,  in  obtaining  a suitable 
education  for  the  gospel  ministiy;  or,  of  aiding  sister  churclies, 
in  supi)orting  the  ministration  of  the  gospel,  and  ])roviding  for 
the  accommodation  of  worshipi)ers,  in  their  attendance  on  Uie 
ordinances  of  the  Christian  sanctuary,  or  of  aiding  charitable 
institutions  or  societies,  founded  on  Cliristian  primaples,  for  pro- 
moting the  interests  of  religion,  by  spreading  the  light  and  bless- 
ing of  t:ie  gospel  among  those  who  might  otherwise  remain 
destitute  of  the  knowle(lge  of  the  Hoi}'  Scrii>ture.s,  and  of  the 
salvation  which  is  in  Chidst,  with  eternal  glory.” 
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1810 — Rev.  Dr.  Keitli  gave  tlic  puli)it  bnim-hes  to  the  Circular  (^'‘liurcli, 
whicli  cost  him  $105.20. 

Besides  the  proper  estate  1)eIon<rin<!:  to  the  churcli,  many  of  tiie  indi- 
viduals coinposin<>-  it  form  the  society,  incorporated  in  1 780,  “ For  the 
relief  of  elderly  and  disabled  ministers,  and  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  the  cler<>:y  of  the  Independent  and  Congregational  Church,  in  the 
State  of  South  Carolina,”  that  its  capital  stock,  amounting  to  $:>0,UO() 
[now  about  $40,000],  may,  in  a qualilied  sense,  he  considered  as  an 
api)endage  to  the  church.  xA.n  annual  collection,  enforced  by  an  api>ro- 
])i'iate  sermon  in  its  favor,  is  [directed]  by  a standing  oi'der  of  the 
church  ; [hut  it  has  been  irregularly  omitted  for  many  years  past,  in 
consequence  of  the  wealth  of  the  Society,  being  largely  beyond  its 
wants,  or  the  legitimate  calls  on  its  income  ”] 

FEMALE  BENEFACTORS. 

We  add  to  the  li-t  of  Benefactors  a number  of  the  Mar\'s 
of  the  Church — of  that  .sex,  wlio  were  '*  last  at  the  Cross  of 
tlie  crucified  Redeemer,  and  first  at  the  tomb  of  the  risen 
Saviour  ” — and  who,  all  having,  in  life,  cho'^en  “ that  good 
part  which  should  not  be  taken  from  them,”  have  all  gone  to 
theii-  heavenly  reward. 

1 5Iiss  Elizabeth  Iluxham,  who  bequeathed  a legacy  of  $1,000  to  the 
chm’ch,  appropriating  the  income  for  the  relief  of  the  pooi- females  of 
the  congregation,  who  receive  pecuniary  relief  on  .Sacramental  occa- 
sions ; besides  leaving  $1,000  to  the  Ladies’  Benevolent  Society. 

2.  Mrs.  Eliza  Lucilla  Simons,  who  beqc.eatheo  a legacy  of  $2,000  to 
tlie  church,  dii’ccling  the  income  to  be  ap|)lied  to  the  repairs  of  the 
church  ; besides  leaving  $5,000  to  the  Theological  .Seminary,  at  Colum- 
bia. < hi  this  donation,  we,  learn  that  ” Simons’  Hall  ” was  canstructed, 
in  connection  with  the  Seminary. 

o.  .Mrs  Jane  Keith,  who  bequeathed  a lega(\y  of  nearly  $10,000  to 
5Iiss  Sarah  Stevens,  to  be  appropriated  for  the  promotion  of  the  spread 
of  the  Gospel  Kingdom  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  glory  of  God  She  also, 
in  her  lifetime,  made  imm}'  muniiicent  donations  to  the  church.  Among 
the  latter,  was  a donation  of  $2,500,  towards  the  purchase  of  the  present 
magnificent  organ  of  the  church  increased  by  a legacy  of  $2,000,  for  the 
.same  purpose,  under  her  will.  She  also  presented  the  church  with  its 
elegant  marble  baptismal  font. 

4.  .Miss  Sarah  Stevens,  who  bequeathed  much  the  laiger  'jiortion  of 
Mrs.  Keith’s  legacy  to  the  Pastor  and  Deacons  of  the  Circular  Church, 
to  be  apiiropriated  by  them  to  the  ])i-eaching  of  the  Gospel  to  the  poor 
of  Charleston.  The  fruit  of  this  muniiicent  benel’action  is  thus 
described  in  the  “ Souiheni  Fresh ylerian.” 

5.  5Irs.  Rebecca  Barksdale,  who  was,  in  her  lifetime,  an  annual  bene- 
factor of  the  church,  in  the  way  of  voluntary  contribution. 

().  The  late  Mrs  Dr.  Francis  Y.  Porcher,  who  was  also,  in  her  lifetime, 
a liberal  donor  [/h-.  Ramsai/'s  Historij  of  the  Independent  (dhnrch,  1815, 
and  that  of  Richard  Yeadon,  Esq.'s  Hlstonj  of  the  Circular  Church,  1873.] 

Thi.s  we  are  tempted  to  quote,  although  it  anticipate.s,  by 
several  decades  of  years,  the  general  progress  of  our  li’-story. 
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At  the  same  time  the  dates  go  back  over  the  period  cov- 
ered by  our  first  volume  There  is  this  advantage  accru- 
ing, that  there  is  thus  an  uninterrupted  view  given  of  the  pro- 
gress the  Church  has  made  in  the  144  years  whicii  preceded 
the  date  of  the  facts  to  which  we  now  refer,  and  which  are 
mentioned  in  the  Southern  Presbyterian  under  the  head  of 

CnUKClI  EXTENSION. 

The  most  ])leasinfr  and  liopefiil  feature  of  the  present  state  of  things, 
is  the  waking  up  of  the  ehurcli  to  a sense  of  her  duty  in  regard  to  the 
spread  of  the  gospel.  The  divine  coinmand,  “ Go  ye  into  all  the  u'orld 
and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  rrm/air,”  is  no  longer  a dead  letter.  There 
are  still  those  in  the  church  who  plead  for  “ a little  more  sleep,  a little 
more  folding  of  the  hands,”  but  with  the  church  of  Christ  at  large,  it  is 
fast  settling  down  as  a principle,  that  “ wherever  there  are  people, 
THERE  Ml  ST  HE  A CHURCH.”  “ Church  extension  ” is  the  order  of  the 
day.  This  city,  we  rejoice  to  see,  is  in  full  harness,  ready  and  willing  to 
lay  out  her  strength  in  moving  forward  the  conquering  car  of  the  gospel. 
Not  to  speak,  at  present,  of  any  of  tho.se  greater,  those  overshadowing 
acts  which  alwavs  proclaim  their  own  jiraise,  we  have  set  out  to  notice 
two  of  those  unpretending  efforts  in  this  way,  which  at  once  deserve 
commendation,  and  indicate  a hopeful  advance— one  in  the  suburbs, 
the  other  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city  The  rebuilding  of  Wappetaw 
Church  at  or  near  the  village  of  iMount  Pleasant. 

As  a preliminary  remark,  it  is  ]>ro[)er  to  state  that,  some  years  ago, 
Mrs  Jane  Keith  and  Miss  Sarah  Stevens,  ladies  of  distinguished  piety 
and  benevolence,  in  this  city,  left  a fund,  in  trust  of  the  Pastor  and 
Deacons  of  the  Congregational  Church,  the  income  of  which  was  to  be 
devoted  to  sup])lying  the  poor  and  destitute  with  the  gospel.  In  con- 
formity with  this  arrangement,  Kev.  G.  C.  Ilalleck  was  engaged  last 
Fallas  “city  missionary.”  The  rapid  extension  of  the  city  towards 
the  northwest,  indicated  that  region  as  his  proper  field  of  labor.  There 
he  found  scores  of  families  who  not  only  had  no  church  connection, 
but  attended  no  church  ; their  children  growing  up  in  ignorance  of 
religious  truth.  A room  was  rented,  the  children  were  gathered  into  a 
Sabbath  school,  and  jiublic  services  for  the  congregation  were  ajipointed 
for  the  Sabbath  day.  The  pros{>ects  of  a ]iermanent  location  being  en- 
couraging, the  erection  of  a new  house  of  worship  was  suggested  A 
lot  was  purchased  at  a cost  of  $ I, (Kit).  A mait  and  commodious  little 
church — finished  throughout,  at  a cost  of  .SI, 100 — now  stands  a beacon 
of  hope  and  a conservator  of  morals  to  that  growing  suburban  portion 
of  our  ])Opulation.  The  funds  for  this  building  were  contributed  chiefly 
by  a few  benevolent  individuals  connected  with  the  Circular  Church. 

The  Sabbath  school  has  now  on  its  I’oll  about  10(J  scholars,  and  a fine 
library  has  been  contributed  by  the  South  Carolina  Sunday-Sidiool 
Union.  There  are  many  others,  both  adults  and  children,  in  the 
vicinity  who  will  become  members  of  this  congregation  and  this  sidiool. 
Thus  has  been  opened  here  a new  and  important  field  of  usefulness. 

INIuch  is  due  to  the  zeal  and  efforts  of  Rev.  .Mr.  Ilalleck  in  advancing 
this  enterprise  Ilis  health  having  failed,  he  was  obliged  to  reiimpiish 
this  undertaking.  We  are  happy  to  learn,  however,  that  his  place  is 
now  filled  by  our  excellent  brotlier,  Rev.  W.  P.  Gready,  a native  of 
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this  city,  and  a son  of  the  church  under  whose  auspices  this  enterprise 
was  commenced.  VV'’e  commend  it  to  the  kind  regards  and  fersmnt 
prayers  of  Christ’s  followers. 

The  numerical  strength  of  this  church  in  1802  was:  white 
members.  239;  black,  166 — total,  405.  In  1806,  whites,  256; 
blacks,  286 — total,  542.  Six  whites  and  nineteen  persons  of 
color  added  during  the  year.  ' For  some  years 
we  find  no  satisfactory  statistics  of  this  church,  but  in  De- 
cember, 1810,  there  were  280  white  members,  and  235 
colored  members,  making  a total  of  515  in  the  membership 
of  this  church.  Records  of  the  Congregational  Association. 

“ The  I.vdependent  or  Congregational  Church  worship- 
pingAT  VVappetaw,  in  Chkist’s  Church  Parish,”  was  modj 
elled  upon  the  same  platform  with  that  in  Charleston.  Its 
confession  of  faith  is  expressed  throughout  in  nearly  the  same 
words. 

” In  matters  of  Church  Government,”  they  say,  “ we  hold 
it.  to  be  an  inalienable  right  as  a Christian  Church  to  govern 
ourselves  in  such  manner  as  to  us  appears  most  expedient 
and  best  suited  to  our  circumstances,  without  control  in  eccle- 
siastical matters  from  any  man  or  set  of  men  ; nevertheless, 
in  difficult  cases,  we  think  it  prudent  to  ask  advice  of  such 
Protestant  Churches  and  Ministers,  as  we  may  judge  proper.” 
As  we  profess  not  to  confine  ourselves  to  elect  Pastors 
from  any  one  denomination  of  Protestant  Christians,  if  it 
should  so  happen  that  the  Minister  of  our  choice  should  have 
different  opinions  of  Church  government  from  that  we  hold, 
he  shall  be  at  full  liberty  to  follow  his  own  judgment  in  ail 
matters  which  concern  himself  only;  provided  he  makes  no 
attempt  to  introduce  into  the  Church  any  of  the  particular 
modes  of  the  denomination  to  which  he  belongs  ; for  the 
more  effectual  prevention  of  which  it  shall  be  a standing  form 
in  all  our  calls  to  Ministers,  that  they  accept  the  charge  of  this 
Church  according  to  the  constitution  thereof”  These  arti- 
cle^ are  the  same  word  for  word  in  the  constitution  of  the 
two  Churches,  and  it  is  further  declared  in  both,  that  ” The 
denomination  of  this  Church,  the  mode  of  performing  Divine 
service  therein,  as  at  present  practiced,  and  the  government 
thereof  by  its  own  members  and  supporters,  shall  forever  re- 
main unalterable,  and  no  other  p irt  shall  be  altered  but  by  the 
concurring  voice  of  two-thirds  of  the  meinbersand  supporters 
thereof”  Both  Churches  have  Deacons  “ to  provide  the  neces- 
3 


•■'  A'/’'’ 

' ' ' 'i'  •'  ' r’T*  i’ 

'■- 


-)r' 


(,0IBI 


")^uwh 

■t.<I ' {..I  >c>  5f,:>|bJjK:v.  barl  'Wli 

V'  m f,f>  '.a  udoiJ  M '4jJii>ls(n'  ,,aadm;W  b»-toloSi 

{■,0'‘v  ,;^?j^  »o-ti^.&aj^s«ia(<sbi  auX/^  ;'  ,1 

.-■■orn  v1/aW^  .Her4:A'■^  i 

^(hr-f0.m  bwl^oo-sfi’j  *?» 

I';  , . ,»  ^V'v,  ■'  ' .:'  :cbriQwl 

■ ‘hi!  *» ;./-  \ J^ito/mmyoO 

' ■*f-,oru  vuF  c^j.  «.<i  'rjon^m  '..il^'bir  m' .ii&vl§*:*mS^ 

-won-,  *' 

tbue  b>  SiHjbbiq:  'ft'  JiffW  '^•^r 

^ ^ t hn  nm'^iid:Xhm!Ak^  ' 

?tc>  frJ  J3t>b  c^  , '.H^mt^A^:'^- 

v>n  ytif.nr  ^?)i  J>or<ivb\q 

s>ii,fV  towsD  e.di»  afjttiwsMit. 

ibbfv;  ■OJ  ,P^o'4w;imovbb.. 

liJ  if.yf  jjfitbboH.iflr-  1i  ■ tb'i'jffw  ifo  Moifi ' 


' ■■’V 
■■  \ ' 


jjoa  tii  mqmti>bmd^ib  «{'  nj'feiiii;  owj 

;:<fliv.cj  ':^rt7-fmoi'i,2iq  io  -'^bowJ  O/j?  wblU.d';),?«jd3/)#;ftoW 

1‘vV'*  A >A.« >i' ^1  jw;  ...  ,4-^  , .»  -^1^ '^. V.'  A,l.  . .-  *v  *;j; 


THE  CHURCH  AT  WAPPETAW. 


[1800-1810. 


34  . 

sary  articles  for  Communion,  to  serve  the  communicants,  to 
receive  charitable  contributions,  and  to  dispose  of  the  same 
among  the  helpless  poor  of  the  ct.ngregations.”  Both  have 
Wardens,  two  or  four,  to  collect  the  pew  rents,  to  keep  in 
repair  the  Chuich  and  Church  Yard,  and  to  attend  to  other 
temporalities,  and  to  procure  supplies  to  the  pulpit,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  Deacons,  when  opportunity  will  not  admit 
of  taking  the  sense  of  the  Church. 

This  Church  still  enjoyed  the  labors  of  the  Rev.  Daniel 
McCalla,  D.  D.,  for  whose  service  and  eventful  life,  pages  462 
etseq.,a.n6.  505  of  our  first  volume,  may  be  consulted,  and 
should  be,  if  it  is  desired  that  a connected  view  of  his  char- 
acter and  history  be  obtained. 

For  it  is  one  of  the  infelicities  of  the  plan  we  have  adopted 
that  the  different  |bortions  of  the  lives  of  our  ministers  are 
distributed  according  to  the  eoochs  into  which  we  have 
thought  it  best  for  other  reasons  that  our  history  should  be 
divided.  Dr.  McCalla  was  honored  with  the  degree  of  D.  D., 
from  the  College  of  South  Carolina,  in  1 808.  But  he  was 
then  approaching  the  termination  of  life.  He  died  on  the  6th 
of  April,  \_South  Carolina  Gazette^  in  May,  Sprague’s  Annals, 
III,  320.]  1809,  in  great  peace,  and  in  the  joyful  confidence 
of  a better  life,  having  been  pastor  of  this  Church  for  twenty 
years. 

The  following  obituary  too,  covers  briefly  his  entire  his- 
tory : 

“ Died  on  the  6th  instant  (April,  1809),  in  the  6ist  year  of 
his  age,  the  Rev.  Daniel  McCalla,  D.  D.,  for  21  years  pastor 
of  the  Independent  or  Congregational  Church  in  Christ 
Church  Parish,  S.  C. 

To  eulogise  the  dead  can  neither  confer  merit  on  the  un- 
deserving nor  add  to  the  lustre  of  excellent  endowments  in 
the  worthy.  But  when  men  of  distinguished  eminence  die, 
to  record  their  character  is  but  a just  tribute  to  their  worth 
and  a reasonable  compliance  with  public  expectation.  Few 
men  are  better  entitled  to  encoinium  than  the  subject  of  this 
paper.  Born’*'  of  most  excellent  and  pious  parents,  he  was 
early  instructed  by  them  in  the  principles  of  the  Christian 
religion,  and  attended  on  this  species  of  instruction  with  un- 
com[non  expansion  of  mind  and  great  seriousness  of  reflec- 


* He  was  born  at  Neshamiuy,  Pa.,  in  1748. 
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tion.  He  received  the  rudiments  of  his  education  at  the 
grammar  scliool  in  Foggs-manor,  Pennsylvania,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Rev.  Jolin  Blair,  where  he  acquired  a taste 
for  classical  learning,  which  did  honor  to  his  preceptor,  and 
displayed  the  opening  of  a refined  and  manly  genius.  At 
this  place  he  was  also  distinguished  for  his  early  piety,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  communion  of  the  Church  in  the  13th 
year  of  his  age.  When  properly  qualified  he  was  removed  to 
Princeton,  where  hy  intense  application  his  constitution  was 
endangered,  and  parental  interference  became  necessary  to 
prevent  his  falling  a sacrifice  to  the  ardor  of  his  mind.  In 
1766  lie  finished  his  course  at  college,  and  was  honored  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  with  the  reputation  of  extra- 
ordinary attainments.  Being  now  only  in  his  i8th  year,  Mr. 
McCalla  was  prevailed  upon  by  the  solicitations  of  several 
respectable  and  literary  characters  in  Philadelphia  to  open  an 
academy  in  that  place  for  the  instruction  of  youth  in  languages 
and  science.  In  this  useful  employment  he  acquitted  him- 
self with  honor  and  with  general  approbation.  In  the  mean- 
time, in  addition  to  his  favorite  studies  of  theology  and  belles 
letters,  he  made  himself  acquainted  with  the  science  of 
medicine  and  tlie  collateral  branches  of  literature,  and  ob- 
tained a critical  knowledge  of  the  French,  Spanish  and  Italian 
languages.  On  the  8th  of  July,  ^779,  he  was  licensed  to 
preach  the  Gospel  and  received  the  testimonials  of  the  Second 
Presbytery  of  Philadelphia  of  their  high  approbation.  His 
popular  talents  soon  attracted  the  attention  of  several  con- 
gregations who  wished  to  obtain  his  residence  among  them 
as  pastor.  He  gave  the  prefei'ence  to  the  United  Churches  of 
New  Providence  and  Charleston  in  Pennsylvania,  and  was 
ordained  their  minister  in  1774.  In  this  situation  he  preached 
to  great  accej)tance  till  the  commencement  of  the  American 
Revolution  when  a new  field  opened  for  the  exercise  of  his 
eloquence,  and  he  became  peculiarly  useful  in  directing  the 
views  and  confirming  the  patriotism  of  many  others  as  well 
as  those  of  his  own  congregations.  After  the  commence- 
ment  of  hostilities,  when  the  troops  under  the  command  of 
Gen.  Thompson  were  ordered  to  Canada,  at  the  solicitation  of 
several  officers  he  was  appointed  by  Congress  to  the  chap- 
laincy to  attend  that  corps.  His  opportunities  for  ministerial 
usefulness  however  were  not  equal  to  his  wishes.  For  soon 
after  his  arrival  in  Canada  he  was  made  prisoner  in  company 
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with  Thompson  and  several  of  his  officers  at  Trois  Riviers. 
After  several  months  confinement  on  board  ot  a loathsomiC 
prisonship  he  was  permitted  to  return  lo  his  friends  on  parole 
and  was  restored  to  iiis  congregations  in  the  latter  end  of 
1776.  But  the  tranquility  he  enjoyed  here  was  not  long  till  it 
was  interrupted  by  an  order  issued  by  the  commander  of 
the  British  army  then  in  Philadelphia  for  apprehending  him 
on  a pretense  of  his  having  violated  his  parole  in  praying  for 
his  country.  He  had  timely  notice  of  this  order  and  returned 
to  Virginia.  Having  received  Information  of  his  release  from 
parole  by  an  exchange  of  prisoners  lie  returned  to  the  uncon- 
trolled office  of  his  ministry  and  tooh  charge  of  a respectable 
Academy  in  Hanover  County.  But  it  pleased  the  head  of 
the  Church  by  a train  of  providences  to  remove  him  once  more 
to  a station  better  suited  to  his  inclinations  in  Christ  Church 
Parish  where  in  undisturbed  retirement  he  might  pursue  his 
beloved  studies  and  indulge  his  amp’e  mind  in  inquisitive 
research.  Through  his  whole  residence  in  this  country, 
though  other  subjects  occupied  a portion  of  his  regard,  his 
attention  was  principally  directed  to  the  sacred  scriptures. 
He  read  them  diligently  in  the  originals  and  in  the  several 
languages  into  which  they  have  been  translated  ; collected 
and  compared  the  various  readings  from  many  authorities  and 
had  it  in  design,  had  life  been  spared  him,  to  have  digested  his 
remarks  and  arranged  them  in  an  order  which  would  have 
rendered  them  useful  to  posterity.  But  infinite  wisdom 
determined  otherwise.  An  afflictive  providence  in  the  death,  at 
the  age  (3f  twenty-si.x,  of  a most  amiable,  excellent  and  dutiful 
daughter,  an  only  child,  the  wife  of  Dr.  John  R.  Witherspoon, 
accelerated  the  event,  which  frequent  attacks  on  a constitu- 
tion already  almost  exhausted  by  protracted  disease  must 
soon  have  been  biought  to  pass.  He  bore  the  affliction  with 
exemplary  submission  and  while  he  felt,  he  blessed  the  hand 
that  laid  the  stroke  upon  him.  In  religion  he  found  resources 
sufficient  to  support  his  spirit,  but  not  sufficient  to  fortify  his 
enfeebled  frame  against  the  power  of  disease.  In  calm  sub- 
mission to  the  paternal  will  of  God  he  met  the  King  of 
Terrors  with  the  composure  and  submission  of  a Christian, 
and  sweetly  resigned  his  soul  into  the  arms  of  the  Saviour,  in 
whom  he  had  long  placed  an  unswerving  confidence. 

Dr.  McCalla  was  in  person  of  a graceful  figure,  polite,  easy 
and  engaging  in  his  manners,  entertaining  and  improving  in 
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his  conversation,  of  a lively  fancy  and  a generous  heart;  of 
unfettered  liberality  and  undissembled  caiidor.  Me  was  easy 
of  access  ; a friend  to  mankind  ; but  peculiarly  attached  to 
men  of  science  and  religion.  His  powers  of  mind  were  equal 
to  his  piety  and  benevolence.  He  justly  held  a conspicuous 
place  in  the  foremost  rank  of  learned  and  good  men.  He  was 
a profound  scholar,  combining  the  wisdom  of  antiquity  with 
the  refinement  of  modern  literature.  In  biblical  learning, 
criticism,  and  sacred  history,  he  was  exceeded  by  none.  As 
a divine  his  theological  opinions  were  founded  solely  on  the 
authority  of  the  Scriptures,  and’  without  servile  attachments 
to  party  distinctions  of  any  name,  he  professed  himself  a 
moderate  Calvinist.  On  the  subject  of  Church  government  he 
was  liberal;  but  thought,  says  the  writer  from  whom  we  quote, 
“ the  popular  plan  of  Congregational  Churches  the  most  con- 
sonant to  apostolic  and  primitive  practice,  and  best  fitted  to 
promote  the  interests  of  piety  and  religion. 

“As  a preacher  the  eloquence  of  his  manner,  the  perspicuity 
of  his  style,  the  abundant  variety  of  his  information,  enforced 
by  a manly  and  almost  unequaled  eloquence,  at  once  charmed, 
convinced  and  interested.  The  subject  of  his  pulpit  addresses, 
never  uninteresting,  seldom  speculative,  were  always  calcu- 
lated to  inform  the  understanding  and  improve  the  heart.  To 
have  been  languid  or  unbenefitted  under  his  ordinary  preach- 
ing would  have  evidenced  great  insensibility  or  great 
depravity. 

“As  a teacher  of  youth  he  had  a peculiar  facility  of  com- 
municating the  knowledge  with  which  he  was  so  copiously 
endowed,  and  the  peculiar  happiness  of  commanding  obedi- 
ence and  respect  without  severity  or  hauteur.  As  a man  of 
pietv  and  virtue,  with  as  few  infirmities  as  usually  fall  to  the 
lot  of  good  men  in  the  present  world,  his  example  in  every 
department  of  life  was  worthy  of  imitation,  and  displayed  a 
rectitude  of  mind  which  could  only  result  from  perfect 
integrity  of  principle.  His  loss  to  the  Church,  to  the  partner 
of  his  life,  to  his  friends  and  country  is  unspeakable.  ‘Well 
df»ne,  good  and  faithful  servant,’’  and  “ a mansion  in  Heaven  is 
his  reward.” — South  Carolina  Gazette. 

Dr.  McCalla  published  a sermon  at  the  ordination  of  James 
Adams  in  1799.  In  1 8 10  two  volumes  of  his  works  edited 
by  his  son-in-law.  Dr.  John  R.  Witherspoon,  were  published 
with  notices  of  his  life  by  Dr.  Hollingshead.  These  volumes 
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contain  nine  sermons  on  different  subjects  ; Remarks  on  the 
“Age  of  Reason/’  by  Thomas  Paine,  over  tlie  signature  of 
“Artemas  Remarks  on  Griesbach’s  Greek  Testament  ; An 
Essay  on  the  F-xcellency  and  Advantages  of  the  Gospel  ; Re- 
marks on  the  Theatre  and  Public  Amusements,  in  thirteen  num- 
bers ; Hints  on  Education, in  fourteen  numbers  ; tlie  Sovereignty 
of  the  People,  in  twelve  numbers ; a Fair  Statement  and 
Appendix  to  the  same  m eighteen  numbers,  containing  an 
address  to  President  Adams  ; Servility  of  Prejudice  Displayed, 
in  nine  numbers  ; Federal  Sedition  and  Anti-democracy,  in 
six  numbers  ; a Vindication  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  two  numbers; 
and  the  Retreat,  a poem. 

The  Congregational  Church  of  Dorchester  and  Beach 
Hill.  Of  the  restoration  of  the  church  edifice,  probably  the 
oldest  now  standing  in  South  Carolina,  and  the  revival  of  the 
church  organization  after  the  Revolution  we  have  made  men- 
tion, Vol.  I.  p.  566.*  The  Rev.  James  S.  Adams,  who  was 
one  of  the  original  members  of  the  Congregational  Associa- 
tion of  South  Carolina,  remained  in  charge  of  this  Church 
until  the  5th  of  March,  1805,  when  he  resigned  on  account  of 
declining  health.  During  his  ministry  ofsix  years  he  had  been 
'"greatly  beloved  and  eminently  successful  in  the  work  of  the 
ministry.  But  the  loss  ot  his  first  wife  and  children,  as  was 
believed  through  the  insalubrity  of  his  situation,  and  his  own 
•very  feeble  health,  induced  his  return  to  the  healthful  air  of 
his  native  hills,  in  York  District  where  he  was  born.  His 
resignation  was  reluctantly  accepted  by  the  Congregation, 
who  in  a letter  highly  complimentary  to  him,  signified  their 

*Dec.  1,  1800.  The  Con^reQ-ational  Church  of  Dorchester  and  Leach 
Hill  was  first  organized  and  the  churches  used  alternately  for  public 
worship  about  A.  D-,  1700.  The  fir.st.  of  brick,  now  stands  in  the  Parish 
Of  St.  George,  Dorchester,  on  a tract  of  ninety-five  acres.  The  other,  of 
wood,  was  destroyed  long  since  by  fire  or  material  decay  and  was  on 
another  parcel  of  land,  of  ninety-rive  acres  in  the  Parish  of  St  Paul. 
This  is  the  land  given  to  Trustees,  of  whom  Dr.  .'tevens,  deceased, 
was  the  last  survivor.  By  the  removal  of  most  part  of  the  wnrshipj)ers 
with  their  minister.  Rev.  John  Osgood,  about  forty  years  ago,  said 
churches  have  been  neglected,  and  fallen  into  a decayed  state,  and  lor 
some  time  past,  no  worship  of  any  kind  has  been  ]-egularly  carried  oju, 
in  the  Parish  of  St  George,  Dorchester.  The  {petition  for  the  Act  of 
Incorporation  also  speaks  of  the  said  two  tracts  and  one-twenty-sixth 
part  of  undivided  land  around  Dorchester,  given  in  tnist  for  said 
( huich.  The  recoi'ds  in  1802  speak  of  the  fourth  payment  of  INladam 
Fenwick’s  legacy  as  received,  and  the  fifth  in  1803,  another  in  1805,  and 
so  on  in  1816,  1818. 
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appreciation  of  his  services  and  their  regret  at  the  separation. 
Mr.  Adams  was  reported  among  the  absentees  at  the  meet- 
higs  of  the  Association  untd  early  in  1809.  He  had  addressed 
them  on  the  26th  of  November,  1808,  from  Lincoln  County, 
N.  C.,  requesting  a dismission  from  their  body,  giving  reasons 
for  his  absence  since  his  removal  from  the  Lower  Country. 
His  reasons  were  sustained  and  his  request  was  granted.  The 
Church  then  called  the  Rev,  B.  M.  Palmer, pastor  at  Beaufort, 
who  must  have  visited  them,  as  there  is  evidence  that  $2J 
were  paid  him  for  services,  Failing  in  this  application  they 
request  Dr.  Hoi' ingshead,  June,  1805,  to  aid  them  in  their 
efforts  to  secure  the  labors  of  a settled  minister,  offering  a 
salary  of ,$860.  They  request,  Dec.  30,  Rev.  Mr.  Mcllhenny 
to  serve  them,  and  he  consents  to  do  so  [1806]  as  long  as  he 
shall  remain  in  that  vicinity.  The  number  of  members  in  the 
Dorchester  Church  in  1 804  was  twent\'-six,  white;  si.xteen, 
black  ; total,  42.  The  church  received  the  fourth  payment 
from  Madam  P'en wick’s  Trust  Fund  [see  Vol  L,  p.  569,]  in 
1802  and  the  fifth  in  1805. 

Historically  related  to  this  is  The  Congregationai. 
Church  of  Midway,  Liberty  CoulNty,  Ga,,  which  migrated 
from  Doi'chester,  S.  C.,  in  1752-54,  (Vol.  I.,  p.  268,  269, 
376,  377,)  had  enjoyed  the  labors  of  the  Rev.  Abiel  Holmes, 
afterwards  D.  D.  In  May,  1784,  Mr.  Holmes  being  in 
South  Carulina,  and  the  Midway  Church  learning  of  his 
intention  of  entering  the  ministry,  made  application  to  him  to 
preach  for  tlrem  one  year.  He  consented  to  their  proposal, 
and  in  the  following  August  commenced  his  ministerial  labors 
among  them.  In  June,  1785,  being  about  to  return  to  New 
ILigland,  he  was  solicited  by  the  Church  and  congregation  to 
receive  ordination  and  to  become  their  pastor.  P'or  this  pur- 
pose he  was  ordained  at  New  Haven  on  the  15th  of  September, 
1785.  The  ordination  took'  place  in  the  College  Chapel  the 
day  after  Comnicneement  in  connection  with  the  Condo  ad 
Clcrnni,  which  was  delivered  on  that  occasion.  He  returned 
to  Georgia  in  November  following,  and  assumed  the  pastor- 
ship of  Midway  Church.  His  health  becoming  impaired  he 
went  to  the  North  m the  Sumner  of  1786,  and,  instead  of 
returning  to  his  charge  in  the  Autumn,  as  he  had  intended,  he 
made  an  arrangement  with  his  friend,  Mr.  Jedediah  Morse, 
afterwards  Rev.  Dr.  Jedediah  Morse,  then  a tutor  in  Yale  Col- 
lege, by  which  an  exchange  of  duties  and  place  was  effected. 
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Mr.  Mor.se  resigning  his  place  as  tutor,  and  Mr.  Holmes  tak- 
ing/z/V  place  in  the  tutor.ship.  Mr.  Morse  was  ordained  on 
the  9th  of  November,  and  the  next  day  set  out  for  his  place 
of  destination  in  Georgia.  Here  he  remained  about  six 
months,  during  which  time  overtures  were  made  to  him  of 
settlement  from  James  Island,  Sunbury  and  Savannah.  Mr. 
Holmes  having  held  the  tutorship  for  a year,  returned  to  his 
charge  in  November,  1787,  and  continued  in  great  harmony 
with  his  people  until  1791,  when  ill  health  compelled  him  to 
leave  the  State,  though  he  always  remembered  with  great 
affection  the  Church  and  societv  at  Midway.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded in  December,  1791,  by  C\'rus  Gildersleeve,  who  first 
preached  as  a licentiate,  was  ordaitied  by  the  Presbytery  of 
New  Brunswick,  in  1792,  and  continued  in  this  pastoral 
charge  till  181 1. 

The  Independent  Presbyterian  Church  of  Stoney  Creek. 
This  Cliurch  was  fully  organized  with  pastor,  elders  and  dea- 
cons, ordained  with  prayer  and  laying  on  of  hands,  and  held 
that  “such  churches  as  have  not  officers  so  ordained  are  dis- 
orderly. there  being  something  still  wanting  ; but  at  th=same 
time  believed  that  every  particular  Church  of  Christ  is  inde- 
pendent ; and  that  no  one  Church  hath  any  priority  or  super- 
intendency above  or  over  another.’’  It  therefore  was  not 
represented  in  Presbytei'y.  Its  pastor,  however.  Rev.  James 
Gourlay,  was  a member  of  the  Presbytery  of  Charleston,  in- 
corporated in  1790.  He  continued  Pastor  of  this  Church  till 
his  death,  Jan.  24th,  1803.* 


*The  following  is  his  epitaph  : “Sacred  to  the  rnemoiy  of  the  Rev. 
James  Gourlay,  who  presided  as  Minister  about  thirty  years  over  the 
congregation  of  Stoiiey  Creek  Church,  much  beloved  by  his  dock,  and 
esteemed  by  all  who  had  the  |)lc-asure  of  his  ac(piaintan ce.  He  was  a 
native  of  scotkind,  and  dei)arted  this  life  on  the  24tli  of  Jan  , I8O0. 

This  stone  is  erected  by  his  affectionate  congregation  as  a memorial  of 
their  respect  for  his  long  and  faithful  labors  among  them,  in  the  Gos])el 
of  Jesus  Christ.”  M8S.  of  Rev.  Robert  M.  Adams. 

There  is  found  among  Mr.  Gourlay’s  j)apers  the  following  project  of 
an  Association  for  the  promotion  of  religion  ; but  whether  it  ever  went 
into  operation  we  have  no  knowledge. 

The  suhscrihers,  ministers  and  representatives  of  certain  congregations 
of  Christians  in  Beaufort  Histrict,  conceiving  that  hy  uniting  together  f(jr 
the  pur])ose  of  I'eligious  improvement  and  the  extension  of  the  Redeem- 
er’s Kingdom,  they  may  obtain  so  desirable  an  end,  do  agree  to  form 
ourselves  into  a society  for  these  general  purposes,  as  well  as  for  any 
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As  far  as  appears  from  the  rerords  of  the  Cliurch  there  was 
no  pastor  or  suppiy  for  the  next  four  j-ears,  wlien  the  Rev. 
Robert  Montgomery  Adams  from  Scotland  was  called  and 
settled.  Mr.  Adams,  as  apjjears  from  his  papers,  was  en- 
gaged as  a student,  preparing  for  the  ministry  at  Edinboro’ 
from  the  year  1794  to  April,  1800.  He  was  tutor  in  the 
family  of  H.  Gavin  Park  for  over  three  years,  as  was  usual 
with  candidates  for  the  ministry,  who  needed  the  income  such 
services  procured.  The  certificates  of  his  Theological  Pro- 


other  which  may  conduce  to  the  particular  benefit  of  our  congregations, 
and  to  be  governed  by  the  following  Rules  and  Regulations : 

1st.  This  society  shall  be  called  the  Protestant  Union  and  shall  consist 
of  the  pastors  and  congregations  of  any  Christian  Protestant  denomina- 
tion, whose  tenets  agree  in  the  main  with  what  is  mentioned  in  the 
following  Rule  : 

2d.  We  agree  to  admit  into  this  Society  any  Congregation  whose 
articles  of  faith  are,  the  Unity  of  the  Godhead  in  three  distinct  sub- 
sistencies,  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Spirit;  the  necessity  of  Divine  Grace 
to  renew  the  heart,  and  the  all  sutficiencv  of  the  atonement,  mediation 
and  righteousness' of  the  God-man,  Christ  ,Tesns  ; and  in  the  operations 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  as,  also,  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  holiness  in  heart 
and  life  without  which  no  one  can  see  God.  We  I’eject  no  one  from 
our  Society  upon  the  account  of  any  differences  in  rites  anJ  ceremonies 
as  far  as  these  may  be  implied  or  expressed  in  the  Holy  Scriptures. 

3d.  The  Society  shall  have  one  general  meeting  in  the  year  at  such 
time  and  place  as  shall  be  agreed  u)>on  at  eacli  meeting. 

4.  The  Society  shall  consist  of  the  Pastor  of  each  (.'hurch  or  Congrega- 
tion, and  of  one  or  more  lay  delegates,  but  not  exceeding  three. 

5.  The  objects  of  the  meeting  shall  be  to  enquire  into  the  State  of 
religion  in  the  bounds  of  each  Congregation,  to  settle  disputes  that  may 
arise  between  the  Pastor  and  his  people,  but  in  this  respect  only  as  an 
advisory  council;  To  assist  vacant  congregations  with  ministerial  ser- 
vi(!es  occasionally  ; to  watch  over  each  other  in  love,  ami  to  excite  and 
animate  one  another  in  v.  holy  walk  and  life, and  generallv  and  spe.-ial  y 
all  such  things  relating  to  church  government  as  mav  be  brought  before 
it. 

().  The  meeting  of  the  So^uety  sha'l  always  l)egin  and  end  with  prayer, 
and  these  meetings  shall  never  separate  without  parl.icipating  together 
in  the  most  Holy  Communion  of  the  Lord’s  8u|)per,  to  which  all  worthy 
communicants  of  any  Protestant  Church  may  be  admitted. 

7th  A Moderator  and  Secretary  shall  be  chosen  at  each  annual  meet- 
ing for  that  jieriod  and  to  remain  in  office  only  during  the  meeting. 
His  powers  are  to  observe  order  in  the  transactions  ()f  the  Society,  to 
put  the  questions,  &c.  The  Secretary  is  to  keep  a fair  account  of  the 
minutes,  Ac. 

8th.  At  the  opening  of  the  annual  meeting  an  appi'opriate  sermon  shall 
be  preaehed  by  one  of  the  j)astors,  and  the  meeting  close  with  the  same 
by  another,  besides  intermediate  discourses  agreeably  to  circumstances. 
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fessors  yet  exist  which  reveal  the  care  taken  by  the  Church 
of  Scotland  in  the  trainiufj  of  their  ministers.* 

He  was  licensed  by  the  Pr.^sbytery  of  Ayr,  September  30, 
1801.  The  certificate  of  his  licensure  is  as  follows  ; 

At  Ayr,  the  thirtieth  day  of  September,  one  thoirsand,  eight  hundred 
and  one  years-.  Which  day  tlie  Presbytery  of  Ayr,  having  taken  into 
consideration,  that  Mr.  Robert  Adams,  student  in  Divinity,  after  passing 
the  requisite  course  of  study  at  the  University,  had  laid  before  them 
satisfactory  testimonials  from  the  Pi’ofessor  of  Divinity,  respecting  his 
proficiency,  his  character  and  his  having  delivered  the  usual  Discourses  ; 
that  their  Committee  of  private  e.x;amination  had  rejiorted  him  as  qual- 
ified to  be  entered  on  public  probationary  trials  and  that  the  concur- 
rem;e  of  the  Synod  thereto  having,  in  consequence  of  intimation  to 
Presbyteries,  been  obtained  in  due  form,  Mr.  Robert  Adams  had  accord- 
ingl_y  been  admitted  to  said  trials,  all  of  wliich  he  having  gone  througli  ; 
Did  on  a review  of  his  whole  appearances  declare  their  satisfaction  with 
the  specimens  he  had  given  of  his  qualifications  to  be  a licentiate  of  this 
Church,  and  authorize  their  Moderator  to  license  him.  Whereupon 
the  questions  prescribed  by  the  10th,  Act  of  Assemby,  1711,  were  put 
to  him,  to  a'l  which  he  gave  satisfying  answers  ; also  the  Act,  1750, 
against  Simoniacal  practices  was  read  to  him,  and  then  he  did  judicially 
subscribe  the  Formula.  After  which  the  said  Mr.  Robert  Adams  was 
licensed  by  the  foresaid  Presbytery  to  preaifii  the  Gospel  of  Chi-ist  and 
exercise  his  gifts  as  a Probationer  for  the  Holy  Ministry,  and  he  is 
allowed  an  extract  of  this  his  license  in  common  form  when  called  for. 

Extracted  by  WILLIAM  PEEBLES,  Pres  Clk. 

He  preached  at  Camree^an  from  1801  to  1804.  F'rom  1804 
to  1806  he  was  assistant  Minister  to  Dr.  Gordon  at  Sorn.  A 
new  society  was  formed  in  this  parish  which  called  him  as 
their  minister  on  a salary  of  AiOO  Sterling,  whose  house  of 
worship  was  to  be  in  Sorn  or  Cattune.  Not  wishing  to  divide 
the  parish  he  prudently  declined  this  offer.  Migrating  to 
America,  after  some  short  time  spent  as  an  assistant  teacher 


*EdixburctH,  25th  April,  1800. — That  Mr.  Robert  Adams  was  enrolled 
as  a student  of  Divinity  liere  in  the  two  last  sessions;  that  he  attended 
the  hall  for  a ve.ty  short  time  on  each  of  them  ; that  he  delivered  a 
Lecture  and  E.xegesis,  l)oth  of  which  I appi'oved  as  certified  bv 

A HUNTER,  8.  T.  P. 

“That  the  bearer  JMr.  Robert  Adams  hath  been  enrolled  here  as  a 
student  of  Theology  for  four  sessions,  1794,  0,  0 and  7 ; That  lieattended 
the  Theological  Lectures  so  assiduously  through  the  three  former  ses- 
sions as  not  to  have  been  noted  absent  in  any  one  of  them  above  eight 
or  nine  times,  and  that  in  the  last  he  was  ])resent  for  the  tirst  montli, 
but  seldom  afterward  ; that  he  delivered  a homily  during  the  cur- 
rency of  these  sessions,  and  that  so  far  as  is  known  to  me  his  behaviour 
hath  been  in  all  respects  unblamaltle  and  suitable  to  his  profession  as 
certified.  ROBERT  FINDLAY,  8.  8.  Theo.  Prof. 

Glassgoic,  Xoc.  18,  1798. 
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under  Dr.  Biiist  in  the  College  at  Charleston,*  he  became 
pastor  at  Stoney  Creek  in  Prince  William  Parish,  Beaufort 
District,  South  Carolina,  in  1807. 

Mr.  Adams,  in  a letter  to  his  parents,  speaks  pleasantly  of 
his  new  home:  “ In  my  letters  of  last  summei’,”  says  he,  “I 
gave  you  an  imperfect  description  of  this  part  of  the  United 
States.  The  Parish  of  which  I am  minister  is  reckoned  one 
of  the  most  wealthy  and  beautiful  of  the  whole  State.  Many 
of  her  gentlemen  are  possesseci  of  an  immense  number  of 
slaves,  and,  of  consequence,  very  ample  landed  property. 
Their  crops  of  cotton,  rice,  indigo,  and  others,  are  very  abun- 
dant. Their  mansions  sometimes  splendid,  with  every  ele- 
gance and  luxury.  Some  of  the  most  respectable  and  worthy 
of  them  are  members  of  my  church,  and  elders  of  the  congre- 
gation. The  funds  of  the  church  are  sufficient  to  pay  their 
clergyman  and  defray  every’  necessary  expense.  I have 
enjoyed  as  good  health  since  I came  to  America  as  ever  I did 
in  Europe.  Last  summer  my  congregation  gave  me  leave  of 
absence  five  months,  and  will  do  the  same  this  summer,  by  • 
which  lime  I shall  be  enured  to  the  climate.”  After  writing 
a letter  to  Rev.  B.  M.  Palmer,  of  Beaufort,  (afterwards  D D.,) 
to  secure  him  lodgings  there,  where  he  had  spent  the  preced- 
ing summer,  he  alters  his  mind,  resolving  to  spend  the  sum- 
mer at  Rock  Spring,  in  the  neighborhood  of  which  he  had  a 
church  erected,  and  where  he  regularly  officiates.  “At  Rock 
Spring  and  at  there  are  twelve  families,  who  make 

th  ese  places  their  summer  residence,  and  who  are  the  most 
wealthy  and  respectable  in  St.  Luke’s  Parish.  The  society 
at  Rock  S[)ring  is  certainly  the  most  pleasant  and  amiable  I 
have  ever  met  vviih  in  the  course  of  my  life.  They  are  all 
people  of  good  information,  some  of  them  e.xtremely  rich,  and 
their  sole  occupation  during  the  Summer  months  is  to  enjoy 
themselves.  They  exhibit  human  lelicity  in  its  fairest  forms. 
The  public  dinners  are  both  frequent  and  splendid,  and  every 
evening,  Sundays  excepted,  are  devoted  to  the  charms  of 
music  or  the  pleasures  of  conversation.  If  rational  enjoy- 
ment, combined  with  elegance  of  taste  and  agreeableness  of 
manners,  is  anywhere  to  be  found,  it  is  at  Rock  Spring.  I 
administer  the  Lord’s  Supper  at  my  new  church  on  the  second 
Sabbath  in  September,  and  will  be  assisted  by  two  Presbyie- 

■•'Historical  Sketch  of  the  Charleston  College,  ^^Jl.  XII.  American 
Quarterly  Register,  p.  168. 
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rian  clergymen,  Mr.  Beck  and  Mr.  Crawford.  I do  not  know 
if  you  have  heard  of  Mr.  Crawford.  He  is  possessed  of  very 
ample  property,  of  very  respectable  character,  and  I am  told 
is  a man  of  talents,  but  his  delivery  is  not  agreeable.  He  and 
Mr.  Beck  have  a church  about  thirty  (?)  miles  from  Rock 
Spring,  where  they  alternately  officiate,  without  salary,  as 
they  are  both  independent.  J think  it  would  be  an  object 
worthy  our  attention  to  have  these  gentlemen  members  of  our 
Presbyter)',  which  I believe  they  very  much  wish.”  There 
then  follow  some  remarks  about  Dr.  Kollock,  with  certain 
speculations  as  to  the  strength  of  Presbytery,  (if  they  had  the 
new  church  built  for  him.  Prince  William’s,  Saltkehatchie  and 
Pon  Pon*  together,)  with  some  few  gentlemen  in  ^^orth  Caro- 
lina,* and  should  meet  now  in  North  Carolina  and  now  in 
Georgia.  Mr.  Adams  was  accustomed  to  write  the  first  draft 
of  his  letters,  mingled  up  with  snatches  of  sermons,  in  a vej  y 
obscure  hand,  while  his  careful  writing  was  plain,  and  often 
beautiful.  We  do  not  know  to  whom  this  letter  was  ad- 

I 

dressed,  probably  to  Dr.  Buist,  nor  are  we  certain  that  we 
have  rendered  every  word  correctly. 

Notwithstanding  the  glowing  description,  colcur  de  rose, 
above  given  of  society  in  Prince  William’s  and  St.  Luke’s,  he 
confesses  to  another  friend  that  he  “ has  had  to  contend  willi 
those  who  blasphemed  the  name  of  the  Divine  Majesty,  vio- 
lated the  sanctity  of  the  Holv  Sabbath,  and  opposed  or  neg- 
lected the  worship  due  to  His  most  holy  name  in  the  family,” 
His  lists  of  communicants,  found  scattered  among  his 
papers,  embrace  names  of  the  most  respectable  families  of  the 
neighborhood,  as  Postell,  Wigg,  Baker,  Kense)^  Jenkins, 
Taylor,  Main,  P'arr,  Bowman,  Roberts,  P'orshae,  Pilot,  North, 
Neufville,  Webb,  Cutl'be;t,  Doylie,  Hutson,  Hutcheson, 
P'lndlay,  Richardson,  Fraser,  Love,  Gadsby,  Chancev,  Davis, 
John-^tone,  P'ram[)ton,  McLeod,  Heyward,  Cuthbert,  Lamb- 
right,  Porchcr,  Metier,  P'erguson,  Pringle,  Getch,  Sliepheard, 
Morrison,  Gilbert,  some  of  whom  may  have  been  occasional 
-communicants  from  other  neighboring  churches 

At  this  point  a report  of  the  hiring  of  the  pews  shows  the 
following  names  as  the  supporters  of  the  church  : James 

Bowman,  Frederick  F'raser,  Charles  Love,  J.  R.  Pringle,  J.  E. 

*I)r.  Bnist  luul  written  to  him  IMarch  24,  1808:  “ Two  Ministers  from 
North  Carolina  liave  written  to  me,  jjroposing  to  be  admitted  members 
of  our  Presbytery.” 
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McPherson,  John  A.  Oglevie,  J.  A.  Cuthbert,  A.  F.  Gregorie, 
Robt.  Reid,  Wm.  Heyward,  Jno.  Frnmpton,  Jno.  McLeod, 
Wm.  M.  Hutson,  Kenney  J.  Jenkins,  Christopher  T.  Danner, 
W.  H.  Williamson,  J.  Lockwood,  J.  S.  Taylor,  Mrs.  Maine, 
Dr.  Richardson,  Ed.  Neufville,  Jno.  Izd.  Wright,  R.  Brown, 
Josiah  Heyward.  By  Dr.  Ramsay,  the  Stony  Creek  cliurch 
is  represented  as  not  only  Presbyterian,  but  as  connected 
with  the  Presbytery  of  Charleston,  of  which  its  minister, 
Robert  M.  Adams,  was  a member.  (See  his  History,  Vol  II, 
p.  25,  published  in  1808.) 

THE  CONGREGATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

An  application  made  towards  the  close  of  the  ye*ar  1800, 
by  the  Independent  Congregational  Church  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Waynesboro’,  Burke  Co.,  Georgia,  to  the 
ministers  of  the  ( Congregational  Churches  of  Charleston  and 
its  vicinity,  P)r  the  ordination  of  a pastor,  gave  origin  to  the 

Congregational  Association  of  South  Carolina,”  which  was 
organized  on  the  25th  of  March,  1801,  and  remained  in  ex- 
istence for  twenty-one  years.  The  circumstances,  as  set 
forth  in  the  first  pages  of  their  records,  are  as  follows  : 

‘^Application  having  been  made  some  time  in  the  latter  end 
of  the  year  1800.  by  Mr.  Loami  Floyd,  a candidate  for  the 
ministry,  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hollingshead  and  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Keilh,  of  Charleston,  and  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Adams,  of  Dor- 
chester, to  concur  in  setting  him  apart,  by  solemn  ordination, 
to  the  sacred  office;  and,  also,  to  assist  him  in  soliciting  the 
concurrence  and  aid  of  such  ministers  in  the  neigliboi  hood  of 
Charleston,  on  the  solemn  occasion,  as  they  might  think 
proper  to  have  associated  with  them  in  this  important  trans- 
action ; application  also  having  been  made,  by  letter,  from 
the  Independent  Congregational  Church  in  the  vicinity  of 
Waynesboro’,  Burke  Count}',  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  tD  the 
ministers  of  the  Independent  Congregational  Churches  in  and 
and  near  Charleston,  to  set  aside  Mr.  Loami  Floyd  to  the 
ministerial  office,  that  he  might  more  effectually  exercise  the 
functions  of  his  ministry  among  them  ; the  above  named 
gentlemen,  to  whom  these  applications  were  first  presented, 
agreed  to  take  the  advice  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  McCalla.  of  the 
Independent  or  Congregational  Church  of  Christ  Church,  and 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Price,  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  James’ 
Island  ; and.  ifthe  way  should  be  clear  in  other  respects,  to 
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request  their  attendance  with  them  at  the  solemnity,  at  such 
time  and  place  as  may  be  ayreed  upon  by  them  jointly. 

“ In  the  meantime,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hollingshead,  having  con- 
ferred on  the  subject  of  Mr.  Floyd’s  application,  gave  it  to 
him  as  their  opinion,  that,  though  they  could  not  determine 
what  might  be  the  mind  of  the  ministers  in  the  vicinit)'  who 
ought  to  De  consulted  on  the  occasion,  yet  it  would  be  proper, 
before  any  regular  proceedings  could  be  had  in  the  business, 
that  Mr  Floyd  should  furnisli  them  with  a more  particular 
account  of  the  church  of  which  he  is  invited  to  take  the  pas- 
toral charge  ; and  that,  as  Mr.  Floyd  is  a stranger  to  them, 
and  has  belonged  to  another  connection,  it  would  be  proper 
he  should  produce  a certificate  of  his  good  standing  with  that 
connection  at  the  time  of  his  withdrawing  from  them. 

Mr.  Floyd,  accordingly,  on  the  19th  of  January,  180T, 
presented  to  Dr.  Hollingshead  and  Dr.  Keith  a certificate  of 
liis  not  having  been  accused  of  any  immorality  when  he  with- 
drew from  the  Methodists,  signed  by  John  Garven,  Secretary 
of  their  Conference,  held  at  Camden,  dated  January  6th,  1801. 
This  certificate  being  satisfactory,  invitations  were  sent  to  the 
Rev.  Dr.  McCalla,  the  Rev,  Thomas  N.  Price,  and  the  Rev. 
James  S.  Adams,  requesting  their  attendance  in  Charleston 
on  the  25th  of  March,  if  that  da)’  should  not  be  inconvenient 
to  them,  to  proceed  to  Mr.  Floyd’s  examination,  and,  if  ap- 
proved of,  to  set  him  apart  by  prayer  and  imposition  of  hands 
to  the  work  of  the  ministry. 

Agreeably  to  tin’s  invitation,  the  following  gentlemen,  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Hollingshead.  the  Rev.  Dr.  Keith,  the  Rev.  Messrs. 
James  S.  Adams  and  Thomas  H.  Price,  met  at  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Hollingshead’s,  on  the  25th  day  of  March,  1801,  and  they 
agreed  to  form  themselves  into  an  Association  ; to  assume  the 
style  and  title  of  The  Congregational  Association  of  South 
Carolina,  and  t'.ie  Rev.  Dr.  Hollingshead  being  ai:)pointed  Moc.i- 
erator,  opened  the  Association  with  prayer,  and  Mr.  Price  was 
chosen  Scribe. 

The  following  account  of  the  Independent  Congregational 
Church,  near  Waynesborough,  was  laid  before  the  Associa- 
tion : 

“ We.  the  underwritten,  a Committee  of  the  Independent 
Congregational  Society,  in  the  vicinity  of  Waynesborough, 
Burke  County,  Georgia,  being  desirous  to  have  the  gospel 
preached  among  us,  together  with  the  administration  of  all 
its  ordinances,  do  represent  our  situation  to  the  Rev.  William 
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Hollingsheacl,  D.  D.,  the  Rev\  Isaac  S Keith,  D.  D.,  the  Rev. 
Daniel  McCalla,  M.  A.,  the  Rev.  James  Adams,  and  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Price,  and  the  other  Ministers  of  their  vicinity,  whom 
they  may  think  proper  to  consult  on  the  occasion.” 

“ On  the  eleventh  day  of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1790,  a . cliarter  of  incorporation  for  our  congregation  was 
obtained  from  His  Excellency  PMward  Telfair,  Governor  of 
the  State,  who  had  been  authorized  by  an  Act  of  the  General 
Assembly,  passed  the  23d  day  of  December,  1789,  to  grant 
such  charters  of  incorporation.” 

“On  the  20th  of  Se()tember,  1790,  Mr.  Henry  G.  Caldwell 
was  received  as  minister,  and  on  the  3d  day'of  March,  1794, 
he  resigned  the  appointment.  Since  that  time  we  have  had 
no  established  minister,  or  regular  performance  of  Divine 
worship.  In  the  Spring  of  1799  Mr.  Floyd  was  introduced  to 
the  congregation  by  one  of  its  members,  but  Mr.  Floyd  being 
at  that  time  engaged  as  an  itinerant  preacher,  could  not  make 
a permanent  settlement,  and  only  visited  us  at  convenient 
intervals.  He  was  requested  then  to  become  the  pastor  of 
our  congregation,  but  his  engagements  prevented  him  from 
giving  us  any  decisive  answer.  In  January,  1800,  he  returned 
to  Georgia,  and  expressed  a wish  to  render  us  his  ministerial 
services.  The  congregation  made  arrangements  for  his  sup- 
port, and  a regular  ministry,  we  hope,  is  only  wanting  to 
organize  the  congregation  in  a proper  manner.” 

“ PLxc'ted  some  time  j)ast  by  the  same  desire  which  now 
prevails  among  us.  we  addressed  the  Ministers  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Congregational  Church,  in  Charleston  and  its  vicinity, 
requesting  the  ordination  of  Mr.  P'loyd.  We  return  you  our 
thanks  for  your  attention  to  our  request.  As  you,  however, 
thought  it  not  sufficiently  explicit,  we  are  willing  to  give  all 
the  satisfactory  information  on  the  subject  in  our  power.  We 
hope  that  what  has  been  said  will  merit  your  attention,  and 
that  our  recommendation  of  Mr.  Floyd  will  justify  his  being 
ordained,  and  enable  him  to  perform  the  various  ministerial 
functions  as  pastor  of  our  congregation.” 

'Signed,)  ” DAVID  ROBINSON. 

“JOSHUA  E.  WHITE. 
“WILLIAM  DOUGLASS. 

“ “J.  WHITEHEAL. 

“ “AMOS  WHITEHEAD. 

“ALEX’R  CARTER. 

“ “ GEO.  POYTRESS.” 
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Mr.  Floyd  was  ordained,  in  pursuance  of  these  proceedings, 
in  the  Independent  (or  Congregational)  Church,  in  Archdale 
Street,  March  26,  1801,  Dr.  Hollingshead  [)reaching  the  Ser- 
mon from  Romans  x.,  15.  Mr.  Adams  offering  the  ordination 
prayer,  and  Dr.  Keith  delivering  the  charge  to  the  pastor.  A 
letter  was  addressed  to  the  Church  in  Burke  County,  inform- 
ing them  of  the  fact,  and  of  the  hope  the  Association  enter- 
tained that  his  ministry  among  them  would  be  abundantly 
blessed. 

At  a subsequent  meeting  the  following  resolutions  were 
adopted  for  their  better  regulation,  till  such  time  as  a more 
ample  Constitution  should  be  adopted,  (pp.  17-19): 

Resolved,  i.  That  this  .A.ssociation  presumes  not  to  exercise 
any  authority  over  the  Churches  with  which  its  members  are 
in  connexion,  it  being  our  opinion  that  every  Church  has  a 
ri^ht  inherent  in  itself  to  be  governed,  on  the  principles  of  the 
Gospel,  by  its  own  members. 

2.  That  a perfect  equality  be  preserved  among  the  members 
of  the  Association. 

3.  Tliat  the  stated  meetings  of  the  Association  be  held  on 
the  second  Tuesdays  in  May  and  December,  at  such  places  as 
may  be  agreed  upon  at  each  time  of  adjournment. 

4.  That  a Moderator  and  Scribe  be  chosen  at  every  stated 
meeting. 

5.  That  every  meeting  of  the  Association  be  opened  and 
concluded  with  prayer,  and  that  the  business  before  the  Asso- 
ciation be  attended  to  in  order. 

6.  That  the  object  of  the  Association  being  humbly  to  en- 
deavor to  promote  the  Kingdo.m  of  Christ  in  the  world,  the 
members  agree,  as  far  as  may  appear  e.xpedient  to  each  one,  to 
re[)ort  the  state  of  religion  in  the  society  with  which  he  is 
Connected,  and  that  means  be  proposed  for  promoting  the 
interests  of  religion,  and  maintaining  its  life  and  power  in  our 
congregation. 

7.  That  the  Association  also  receive  and  consider  applica- 
tions from  churches  to  ordain  their  ministers. 

8.  That  the  Moderator,  with  the  concurrence  of  any  mem- 
ber, may  call  an  occasional  meeting  of  the  Association,  when 
they  shall  think  it  expedient. 

9.  That  a fair  record  be  kept  of  the  proceedings  of  the  As- 
sociation, in  a book  provided  for  th.it  purpose,  and  that  there 
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lie  a stated  cleric,  who  shall  have  the  custody  of  said  book, 
into  whicli  he  shall  transcribe  the  minutes  of  the  Association, 
and  whatever  other  papers  they  may  think  proper  to  insert  in 
it,  and  that  said  boik  be  produced  at  every  meetmg  of  the 
Association. 

lo.  That  the  Scribe  shall  furnish  the  stated  Clerk  with  a 
correct  copy  of  the  minutes  from  session  to  session. 

The  Rev.  Drs.  Hollingshead  and  Keith  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  suggest  a plan  for  providing  a fund  for  promot- 
ing the  interests  of  religion.  This  committee  reported  that 
there  are  many  indigent  and  ignorant  families  in  the  State, 
and  some  considerable  districts  entirely  destitute  of  the  Gos- 
pel, which  might  be  benefitted  by  the  well  directed  exertions 
of  a society  to  be  formed  for  this  purpose;  that  subscription 
papers  should  be  offered  to  persons  in  their  own  connection  ; 
that  if  a sufficient  amount  could  be  raised  among  their  own 
denominations,  others  should  not  be  solicited.  (See  also 
Keith’s  Works,  p.  267.)  That  two  objects  should  be  princi- 
pally aimed  at,  the  distribution  of  books  on  the  most  necessary 
subjects  of  religion,  which  was  all  they  could  probably  do  at 
first,  And  when  their  funds  should  be  sufficiently  enlarged,  the 
sending  out  of  missionaries  to  preach  the  Gospel  where  people 
were  unable  or  unwilling  to  support  ministers  among  them- 
selves. Funds  were  to  be  raised  by  annual  subscriptions  of 
members,  by  donations  of  others  not  members,  by  charity 
sermons,  and  by  the  publication  of  small  tracts,  the  profits  of 
which,  though  small,  might  enhance  the  stock  of  the  society. 
These  recommendations  of  the  committee  were  approved. 
Members  were  to  give  five  dollars  as  a donation,  and  to  sub- 
scribe five  dollars  annually.  Some  fifty  subscribers  were  soon 
obtained,  whose  subscriptuans  would  yield  ^250  annually; 
some  $750  were  subscribed  by  members,  as  donations,  and 
some  $530  by  persons  not  wishing  to  become  members,  and 
thus  the  projected  society  was  ushered  into  existence  on  the 
I2th  of  January,  1802. 

The  original  members  of  Congregational  Association  of 
South  Carolina,  at  its  formation,  in  i8or,  were  the  Rev.  Whn. 
Hollingshead,  D.  D.,  the  Rev.  Isaac  Stockton  Keith,  D.  D., 
The  Rev.  James  S.  Adams,  and  the  Rev.  Thomas  H.  Price. 
The  Rev.  Loami  I'loyd  became  a member  on  his  ordination. 
March  26,  1801.  and  the  Rev.  B.  M.  Palmer  on  the  28th  of 
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April,  1804.  The  Rev.  Drs.  Hollingshead  and  Keith,  and  tlie 
Rev.  Mr.  Price,  were  originally  Presbyterian  Ministers,  and 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Adams,  previous  to  his  ordination,  in  1799,  was 
a Licentiate  of  the  Presbytery  of  Orange. 

During  this  decade  the  Church  in  Beaufort  re-appears, 
now  an  Independent  or  Congregational  Church.  In  our  first 
volume  it  appears  as  a Presbyterian  Church,  having  its  con- 
nection with  the  old  Presbytery  of  Charleston,  (pp.  279,  322, 
400,402,474) 

It  is  in  connection  with  this  church  that  we  first  meet  with 
the  name  of  B.  M.  Palmer.  He  was  the  fourth  of  the  sixteen 
children  of  Job  Palmer,  and  his  eldest  son,  and  a grandson  of 
the  Rev.  Samuel  Palmer,  who  died  in  1775,  the  only  minister 
for  forty  years,  and  for  most  of  that  time  the  only  physician  of 
P'almouth,  Mass.  The  father.  Job  Palmer,  migrated  to  Charles- 
ton before  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  was  exiled  by  the 
British  to  Philadelphia,  where,  in  a fortnight  after  the  arrival 
of  his  parents  in  that  city,  B.  M.  Palmer,  the  first  of  that 
name,  was  born  on  the  25th  of  September,  1781.  From  early 
life  Dr.  Palmer  was  equally  distinguished  for  exemplary 
morals  and  piety,  and  high  talent,  and  the  promise  of  boyhood 
and  youth  was  fully  realized  in  ripened  manhood.  He  re- 
ceived his  school  education  at  the  College  of  Charleston, 
under  Rev.  Bishop  Smith,  who  then  presided  over  that  institu- 
tion, and  giaduated  at  Princeton  College,  under  Dr.  Samuel 
Stanhope  Smith,  greatly  indebted  to  his  pastor.  Dr.  Keith,  by 
whose  efforts  the  means  of  pursuing  his  education  were  fur- 
nished. He  studied  divinitv  under  Drs.  Hollingshead  and 
Keith,  and  was  licensed  on  the  7th  of  June,  1803,  by  the  Con- 
gregational Association  of  South  Carolina.  He  preached  to 
a Congregational  Church,  organized  in  Beaufort,  which  soon 
sought  him  as  their  pastor  in  the  following  terms: 

“ TO  THE  REVEREND  THE  MODERATOR  OF  THE  CONGREGA- 
TIONAL ASSOCIATION  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

“ Beaufort,  S.  C.,  December  4th,  1808. 

“Reverend  Sir  and  Gendemen  : 

‘‘  The  Independent  or  Conpreoational  Church  in  Beaufort  liaving 
received  satisfaction  in  the  ministerial  labors  of  the  Rev.  Benjamin  M. 
Palmer,  who  was  licensed  by  you  lately,  and  having  given  him  a call, 
unanimously,  to  undertake  the  office  of  Pastor  to  the  said  Church, 
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re  iiiest  you  to  ordain  him  to  this  oTue,  agreeably  to  your  forms-  and 
institutions. 


“ In  behalf  of  the  Church, 

“ W e are,  i^c.. 


U 

u 

u 

ii 


STEPHEN  LAWRENCE,  1 
JAM  ES  E.  B.  FINE  EY,  f 
SAMUEL  LAWRENCE,  Sen.,  1 
JOHN  BENTON.  / 


n 


Mr.  Palmer  was  ordained,  pursuant  to  this  request,  at  Beau- 
fort, on  the  28th  of  April,  1804.  At  this  time  the  Church  had 
18  white  and  2 black  members.  In  1806  the  number  of  white 
members  was  24,  of  black  6.  The  Independent  Church  ot 
Beaufort  was  incorporated  December  21,  1804.  (Statutes  at 
Large,  Vol.  VIII.,  p.  223.) 

A “ Plan  of  Union  ” proposed  by  the  General  Association 
of  Connecticut  in  1801,  and  adopted  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  America,  to  take  effect  in 
the  mixed  population  of  the  new  settlements,  provided,  that 
if  any  Church  of  the  Congregational  Order  should  call  a 
Presbyterian  minister  as  their  pastor,  the  Church  might  still 
conduct  its  discipline  on  Congregational  principles,  the  minis- 
ter being  subject  to  his  own  Presbytery  ; any  difficulty  be- 
tween the  minister  and  his  Church,  or  any  member  of  it, 
should  be  referred  to  the  Presbytery  to  which  the  minister 
belonged,  if  both  parties  should  agree  to  it,  otherwise  to  a 
council,  one-half  Congrrecrationalists  and  the  other  half  Pres- 
byterians,  mutually  agreed  upon  by  the  parties. 

Congregations  might  be  composed  partly  of  Presbyterians 
and  partly  of  Congregational ists.  They  might  agree  in 
choosing  and  settling  a minister.  In  this  case,  the  Church 
should  choose  a Standing  Committee  from  its  communicants, 
whose  business  it  should  be  to  call  every  member  to  account 
who  should  conduct  himself  inconsistently  with  his  Christian 
profession,  and  give  judgment  on  his  conduct.  If  the  person 
condemned  be  a Presbyterian,  he  shall  have  liberty  to  appeal 
to  the  Presbytery ; if  he  be  a Congregationalist,  he  may 
appeal  to  the  body  of  the  male  communicants.  In  the  one 
case  the  decision  of  the  Presbytery  shall  be  final,  unless  the 
Church  appeal  to  the  Synod,  or  from  that  to  the  General 
Assembly.  If  he  be  a Congregationalist,  he  may  appeal  to 
the  body  of  the  male  communicants,  and  from  this  an  appeal 
may  be  made  to  a mutual  council.  If  said  Standing  Commit- 
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tee  of  any  Church  shall  depute  one  of  themselves  to  attend 
the  Presbytery,  he  may  have  the  same  right  to  sit  in  Presby- 
tery as  a Ruling  Elder  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  This 
Plan  of  Union  is  found  in  the  Assembly’s  minutes  of  i8oi, 
pp.  22  1,  224  and  in  Baird’s  Digest,  p.  555. 

There  is  a remarkable  coincidence  of  dates  between  the 
origin  of  The  Congregational  Association  of  South  Carolina 
and  that  of  The  Plan  of  Union.  The  former  was  organized 
on  the  25th  of  March,  1801,  and  the  Overture  of  the  General 
Association  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  to  the  General 
Assemby  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  the  United  States 
bears  date  in  the  same  year.  The  Plan  of  Union  was 
adopted  by  that  Assembly  on  the  29th  May,  1801,  and  was 
ratified  by  the  General  Association  of  Connecticut  before  the 
meeting  of  the  Assem'oly  in  1802.  It  remained  in  force 
until  it  was  abrogated  in  1837,  a year  memorable  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  these  United  States. 

But  though  these  two  acts  were  cotemporaneous,  or  nearly 
so,  there  was  this  difference,  that  the  Southern  organization 
was  intended  to  separate  the  Congregational  element  from  the 
Presbyterian,  by  providing  a specific  organization  for  the 
former  ; while  the  Northern  plan  was  adapted  to  accom- 
modate the  state  of  affairs  in  a newly  settled  country,  so 
that  Presbyterians  and  Congregation alists  could  be  members  of 
one  and  the  same  Church  ; the  discipline  to  be  conducted,  if  the 
party  were  a Congregationalist,  as  far  as  possible  after  tlie 
Congregational  form,  and  if  a Presbyterian,  as  far  as  possible 
in  accordance  with  the  form  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

A good  understanding  between  Congregationalists  and 
Presbyterians  had  existed  in  earlier  times.  Of  this  “the 
Heads  of  Agreement”  drawn  up  by  the  ministers  of  London 
in  1690,  for  a basis  of  Union  between  the  two  sects,  is  an 
evidence.  Of  this.  Increase  Mather,  President  or  Rector  of 
Harvard  University,  being  then  in  England,  was  greatly  instru- 
mental. The  principle  of  Presbyterianism,  of  higher  and 
lower  courts,  had  also  been  introduced,  in  a modified  sense,  in 
the  Saybrook  Platform,  adopted  in  Connecticut  in  1708,  which, 
besides  the  Association  of  the  pastors  of  a particular  district, 
provided  for  a Consociation,  covering  a larger  district,  to 
which  these  Associations  should  report,  and  the  decision  of 
which  should  be  final. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

In  the  preceding-  chapter  we  have  given  such  an  account  as 
we  have  been  able  to  coaioile  of  the  Independent  or  Congre- 
gational Cliurches  of  the  Low  Country.  We  have  seen  them 
separating  tliemselves  more  distinctly  from  their  Presbyterian 
brethren  and  organizing  themselves  for  more  independent 
action.  We  now  turn  to  those  Churches  more  strictly  Pres- 
byterian. The  first  we  mention  is  the  PAiench  Protestant 
Church  of  Chakleston,  the  only  survivor  of  the  Huguenot 
Churches  of  the  Low  Country  or  of  the  States.  It  had  lost  its 
house  of  worship,  we  have  seen,  vol.  I,  570,  in  the  great  fire 
of  June  13,  1796.  It  was  rebuilt  in  1800,*  but  the  congrega- 
tion had  been  dispersed.  The  Rev.  Marin  DeTargny,  whose 
register  begins  January,  1805,  seems  to  have  ministered  to 
the  people  till  1808.  The  last  entry  in  his  register  is  in 
November,  1807.  From  this  date  to  the  end  of  this  decade 
the  Church  was  without  a pastor. 

The  P'lRST  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  city  of  Charles- 
TOiN  continued  to  enjoy  through  the  larger  part  of  this  decade 
the  labors  of  its  beloved  pastor,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Buist.  On  the 
28th  of  October,  in  the  year  1805,  he  was  appointed  by  the 
Trustees  of  Charleston  College,  Principal  of  thac  institution. 
He  had  for  years  taught  a large  grammar  school,  which  he 
now  removed  to  the  college  building.  His  assistants  were  a 
Mr.  O’Dunovan,  of  Ireland,  the  Rev.  Robt.  M.  Adams,  of 
Scotland,  Mr.  Hedley,  an  English  Elpiscopal  Minister,  Mr. 
Raphael  Bell,  afterwaards  a licentiate  of  Charle.ston  Presbytery, 
Mr.  Assalit,  a French  teacher,  and  Mr.  (afterwards  the  Hon.) 
Mitchell  King.  The  plan  of  the  college  was  to  educate  boys 
for  practical  life,  or  for  the  learned  professions.  The  course 
marked  out  for  the  first  class  was  arranged  for  nine  years, 
that  of  the  second  class  for  eleven  years.  There  were  about 
one  hundred  boys  in  the  various  stages  of  education,  none 
of  whom  graduated  under  Dr.  Buist’s  administration,  no  class 
having  attained  a higher  rank  than  that  of  Sophomore.  Dr. 
Buist  had  the  choice  and  superintendence  of  the  subordinate 
teachers,  confining  his  own  instructions  to  the  highest  classes 
which  were  co-ordinate  with  those  of  the  college  proper.  For 
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this  position  he  was  eminently  qualified,  both  because  of  his 
own  attainn.ents  in  classical  learning  and  his  ideas  of  college 
discipline.  (Am.  Quart.  Register,  vol.  XII.,  p.  i68.)  Under 
his  guidance  the  college  attained  a respectability  it  had  not 
acquired  before,  and  if  his  superintendance  could  have 
continued  longer,  it  would  have  passed,  ere  long,  from 
the  character  of  a grammar  school  which  it  substantial I3’ 
was,  to  an  institution  for  the  higher  branches  of  learning 
and  science.  Dr.  Buist  retained  his  Scotch  notions  of  Presby- 
terian Church  government,  but  he  cautions  his  friend,  Robert 
M.  Adams,  against  pushing  them  too  far.  ‘‘  You  know 
enough  from  your  own  people,”  (those  of  Stoney  Creek)  he 
says,  “ to  find  that  we  cannot  carry  the  principles  of  Presby- 
terianism to  their  full  extent  in  this  part  of  the  world;  and 
we  must  rather  do  what  we  can,  than  what  we  wish  or  think 
best.”  (MS.  Letter,  Feb.  29,  1808.)  It  was  through  him  that 
the  old  Presbytery  of  Charleston  made  its  overture  for  union 
with  the  General  Assembly  in  1804,  ‘‘but  without  connecting 
themselves  with  the  Synod  of  the  Carolinas.”  (Vol.  I,  p.  675.) 
The  Hon.  Mitchell  King,  to  whom  he  was  partial,  and  who 
was  invited  by  him  to  occupy  a situation  as  teacher  in  the 
College,  informs  us  as  to  his  general  habits.  In  bis  (Dr. 
Bnist’s)  very  short  absence  from  the  College,  his  communica- 
tions in.  respect  to  its  government  were  ordinarily  made  to 
him.  He  owned  a farm,  about  four  or  five  miles  from  town, 
where  he  ordinarily  spent  his  Saturday  holiday.  Thither  Mr. 
King  sometimes  accompanied  him,  and  almost  every  Satur- 
day he  dined  with  him.  From  early  life,”  says  Mr.  King, 
“ he  was  a great  student,  and  his  love  of  learning  and  knowl- 
edge seemed  to  increase  with  his  increasing  years.  When 
he  was  first  called  to  the  ministry,  he  composed  a great  num- 
ber of  sermons,  which,  after  his  marriage,  and  with  the  cares 
of  an  increasing  family,  and  the  labors  of  conducting  an  im- 
portant literary  institution,  he  was,  in  a great  measure, 
obliged  to  continue  to  use.  His  excellent  delivery  still 
recommended  them  to  his  hearers.  Had  he  been  spared, 
and  enabled  to  give  himself  to  the  composition  of  new  ser- 
mons, it  is  confidently  believed  that,  with  his  increased  learn- 
ing, and  experience,  and  knowledge,  he  would  have  left  works 
behind  him  which  the  world  would  not  willingly  let  die. 
The  sermons  which  were  published  after  his  death  were 
among  his  early  productions,  and  are  by  no  means  to  be  re- 
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gar.ded  as  adequate  specimens  of  his  attainments  and  abilities 
in  (he  later  [)eiiod  of  his  life.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say 
that,  with  his  literary  tastes  and  great  diligence,  he  was  a pro- 
ficient in  various  departments  of  learning.  While  he  was  a 
student  at  the  University,  as  well  as  afterwards,  he  was  pas- 
sionately fond  of  the  study  of  Greek.  I have  heard  him  say 
that,  during  his  college  course,  he  was  accustomed  frequently 
to  start  from  his  sleep  and  fine  himself  repeating  some  favor- 
ite Gr^ek  author.” 

But  the  life  of  Dr.  Bui^^t  was  cut  short  “ in  the  midst  of  his 
days.”  On  the  27th  of  August,  1808,  he  had  invited  a friend 
whose  wile,  with  her  infant  child,  was  suffering  in  health,  to 
accompany  him  to  his  farm,  hoping  the  jaunt  might  be  bene- 
ficial to  both.  On  the  way  he  complained  of  feeling  unwell, 
on  the  ne.xt  day,  being  Sabbath,  a physician  was  sent  for,  and 
on  Wednesday  night,  August  31st,  at  half-past  ii  o’clock,  he 
expired,  after  an  illness  of  only  four  days,  in  the  39th  year  of 
his  age.  He  was  interred  in  the  Scotch  Church-yard,  in  a 
spot  of  ground  he  had  some  time  before  chosen,  attended  by 
the  Masonic  Lodge,  the  St.  Andrew’s  Society,  the  congrega- 
tion, the  College  boys,  headed  by  their  Masters,  and  a nuni- 
ber  of  friends.  A greater  concourse  of  the  citizens  has  never, 
I understand,  been  witnessed  in  this  city.”  (The  Letter  of 
Citas.  E.  Rowand  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Adams.  Rock  Spring,  near 
Coosahatchie,  dated  Sept.  14th,  1808.)  His  funeral  service 
was  performed  by  his  intimate  friend,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Furman, 
of  the  Baptist  Church.  More  elaborate  eulogies  have  been 
pronounced  upon  him,  but  we  here  produce  the  following 
closing  portion  of  a sermon  delivered  by  Rev.  Robert  M. 
Adams,  of  the  Stony  Creek  Church,  in  the  First  Pres- 
byterian Church,  Charleston,  probably  on.  a communion 
occasion,  some  short  time  after  his  death,  which  we  have  met 
with  among  Mr.  x"\dams’  manuscripts. 

“ These  reflections  on  the  universality  and  consequences  of 
death  recall  forcibly  to  our  remembrance  the  decease  of  your 
late  worthv  and  ever  to  be  lamented  Pastor.  If,  in  the  circle  of 
your  domestic  connections,  you  have  had  a friend  ora  brother 
whom  you  tenderly  loved,  whose  name  was  dear  to  your 
heart,  and  in  whom  you  experienced  all  that  affection  can 
confer  or  virtue  adorn,  the  tear  of  sensibility  must  run  down 
at  the  recollection  of  your  loss. 

” Let  us  contemplate  him,  for  a moment,  as  a man,  as  a 
scholar,  and  as  a minister  of  the  Gospel. 
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“Asa  man — he  was  distinguished  by  those  qualities  vv'hich 
adorn  human  nature,  and  add  to  the  splendor  of  illustrious 
intellectual  power,  the  charms  of  pure  and  energetic  virtues. 
Possessed  of  tiiose  superior  endowments  of  mind  with  which 
few  of  the  sons  of  men  are  favored  on  an  equal,  and  almost 
none  in  a superior  degree,  he  shone  as  a star  of  the  first  mag- 
nitude, keen  and  penetrating,  he,  at  one  intuitive  glance, 
discriminated  characters,  and  was  able  to  appreciate  worth 
and  excellence.  He  looked  beyond  the  external  appejtrance, 
and  entered'  deep  into  the  recesses  of  the  human  heart. 
Hence,  he  detected  the  pretensions  of  arrogance,  and  exposed 
the  concealed  artifices  of  hypocricy.  With  a candor,  which 
is  the  fairest  ornament  of  human  nature,  and  discovered  the 
purity  and  excellence  of  his  own  heart,  he  never  for  one 
moment  would  prostitute  integrity  for  the  fleeting  applause 
of  the  time-serving  sycophant.  But,  most  distinguished  as 
the  powers  of  his  mind  certainly  were,  he  never  effected  that 
superiority  which  disgusts  rather  than  gains  the  admiration 
and  love  of  others.  On  the  contrary.  Dr.  Buist  was  modest 
and  unassuming — a perfect  judge  of  merit  in  others,  he  often 
undervalued  or  imperfectly  appreciated  the  qualities  in  him- 
self but,  in  another’s  character,  he  would  have  admired  as 
bright  and  luminous.  Hence,  in  society,  he  was  a most 
agreeable  and  pleasing  companion,  whose  mind,  being  replen- 
ished with " an  inexhaustable  store  of  the  most  interesting 
anecdotes  or  useful  and  improving  truths,  he  had  the  peculiar 
felicity  of  communicating  in  an  easy  and  engaging  manner. 
Nor  was  he  less  amiable  in  his  domestic  relations  than  in  his 
social  intercourse  with  mankind.  As  a husband  and  as  a father 
he  discharged  with  exemplary  fidelity  the  duties  of  his  sta- 
tion. 

“As  a scholar.  Dr.  Buist  was  eminently  distinguished. 
Posse.ssed  of  those  powers  of  mind  which  are  essential  to  the 
acquisition  and  communication  of  knowledge,  he  was  dis- 
tinguished in  very  early  life  as  one  who  bade  fair  for  future 
excellence,  tience,  tiie  first  university  in  the  world,  for  the 
learning  of  its  Professors  and  the  number  and  ^attainments  of 
its  pupils,  conferred  on  him  the  highest  honors  with  which 
genius  rewards  merit.  His  acquisitions  of  skill  in  the  learned 
languages  have  seldom  been  surpassed,  and  his  acquaintance 
with  the  various  departments  of  philosophy  were  peculiarly 
distinguished.  Indeed,  he  seems  to  have  been  fitted  by 
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Providence  to  act  in  a more  enlarged  sphere  of  useful  labor 
than  is  generally  the  lot  of  a preacher  of  the  Gospel.  Of 
this  his  fellow-citizens  seem  to  have'  been  fully  aware,  and 
unanimousl)'  called  him  to  the  head  of  an  institution,  in  the 
conducting  of  which  he  has  gained  to  himself  immortal 
honor,  and  will  live  in  the  grateful  remembrance  of  the  suc- 
ceding  generation.  His  place  in  the  College  of  Charleston 
may  be  occupied  by  another,  but  there  is  little^  hope  that  it 
will  ever  be  filled  by  one  so  illustrious  and  successful. 

As  a minister  of  the  Gospel,  Dr.  Buist  has  ever  been 
esteemed  as  occupying  the  first  rank.  This  was  the  depart- 
ment in  which  he  chose  to  excel — to  which  all  the  force  of 
his  genius  was  devoted — and  in  which  he  soon  felt  that  his 
efforts  were  to  be  successful.  For,  from  the  very  commence- 
ment of  his  theological  studies,  he  gave  pressages  of  his 
future  attainments  ; and  in  the  societies  of  his  youthful  com- 
panions, laid  the  foundation  of  that  splendid  reputation  which 
for  near  twenty  years  of  meritorious  service,  continued  to  in- 
crease, and  which  has  procured  for  him,  as  a religious 
instructor,  access  to  the  understandings  and  hearts  of  the 
most  cultivated  inhabitants  of  the  United  States. 

“ To  you,  my  brethren,  who  have  long  enjoyed  the  ines- 
timable blessing  of  his  religious  instruction,  it  is  unnecessary 
to  describe  the  qualities  of  the  luminous,  fascinatmg  eloquence 
with  which  he  was  accustomed  to  enlighten  and  arouse  your 
hearts.  We  have  never  heard  any  one  who  e.Kcelled,  or  even 
equalled  him,  in  the  most  distinguished  requisites  of  pulpit 
oratory,  in  profoundness  of  thought,  in  vivid  flashes  of  imagina- 
tion, or  in  pathetic  addresses  to  the  heart.  There  never  was 
a public  teacher  in  whom  all  these  were  combined  in  juster 
proportions,  placed  under  the  directions  of  a more  exquisite 
sense  of  propriety,  and  employed  with  more  uniform  succe>s 
in  conveying  useful  and  practical  instruction.  Standing  on 
the  foundation  of  the  Apostles  and  the  Prophets,  he  exhibited 
the  doctrines  of  Christ  in  their  genuine  purity,  separated  from 
the  dross  of  superstition,  and  traced  with  inimitable  elegance 
through  all  their  beneficial  influence  on  the  condition,  on  the 
order,  and  on  the  virtue  both  of  public  and  private  life. 
Hence,  his  discourses  united  in  the  most  perfect  fiirm  the 
attractions  of  utility  and  beauty,  and  frequently  brought  those 
into  this  sacred  temple  who  would  otherwise  have  been  found 
in  the  society  of  the  foolish  or  the  abodes  of  the  dissipated. 
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The  wavering  have  acknowledged  that  hjs  sermons  established 
their  faith,  and  the  pious  have  felt  the  flame  of  divine  love 
kindled  with  greater  ardor  in  their  hearts  when,  under  his 
ministrations,  they  worshiped  in  the  temple  or  drew  near  to 
present  their  offerings  on  the  holy  altar. 

“ But  divine  wisdom  has  seen  meet  to  remove  him,  in  the 
midst  of  his  usefulness,  from  the  Church  on  earth  to  the 
Temple  in  the  Heavens.  He  has  gone  to  give  an  account  of 
his  stewardship  ; we  are  left  behind  to  mourn  his  loss.  Let 
us  pray  fh  it  the  great  Shepherd  of  Israel  may  give  you 
another  pastor,  who  will  lead  you  amid  the  green  pastures  and 
beside  the  still  waters,  until  you  shall  pass  into  that  blessed 
state  where  the  Lamb  which  is  in  the  midst  of  the  throne 
shall  lead  you  to  living  fountains  of  water,  and  God  Himself 
shall  wipe  away  all  tears  from  your  eyes.” 

Dr.  Buist  was  married  in  1797  to  Mary,  daughter  of  Capt. 
John  Somers.  She  was  a native  of  South  Carolina,  though 
her  father  was  from  Devonshire,  England.  Mrs.  Buist  died 
in  1845.  They  had  six  children,  four  sons  and  two  daughters  ; 
of  the  sons,  two  became  ministers  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
Rev.  Arthur  Buist  and  Rev.  Edward  T.  Buist,  D.  D.,  one, 
George,  a lawyer,  and  one  a physician.  In  1809  a selection 
from  Dr.  Buist’s  sermons  was  published  in  two  volumes,  8 
vo.,  with  a brief  sketch  of  his  life.  Dr.  Buist  was  succeeded 
in  1809  by  Rev.  John  Buchan,  D.  D.,  of  Scotland,  who  was 
“ called  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  Church,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  Rev.  Presbytery  of  Charleston.”  [Charge 
by  Rev.  Robt  M.  Adams,  in  MS.]  He  was  regularly 
installed  by  the  old  Presbytery  of  Charleston. 

THE  SECOND  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH,  CHARLESTON. 

The  number  of  Presbyterians  multiplied  in  the  city  and 
throughout  the  State.  The  Church  in  Charleston  was  found 
insufficient  to  accommodate  those  who  wished  to  worship 
with  Presbyterians  The  house  was  aiways  crowded,  seats 
could  not  be  procured,  except  by  long  delay  and  the  neces- 
sity of  another  Presbyterian  Church  became  apparent. 

Previous  to  l8ll,  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  was  the 
only  accommodation  for  Presbyterians  in  Charleston.  As 
early  as  the  year  1804,  the  necessity  of  a new  erection  was 
felt  and  the  design  encouraged  by  Dr.  Buist,  then  pastor  of 
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the  church.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Malcomson,  who  arrived  from 
Ireland  in  1894,  and  had  been  settled  as  pastor  for  many 
years  in  Williamsburg,  in  this  State,  was  engaged  to  preach 
for  those  who  wished  to  form  another  congregation,  and  the 
temporary  use  of  the  French  Church  was  procured.  His 
death,  which  occurred  in  September  of  the  same  year, 
blighted  the  sanguine  hopes  which  were  entertained  that  ere 
long  another  Presbyterian  Church  and  congregation  would 
be  formed.  It  was  not  until  the  year  1809,  when  the  inability 
to  find  accommodation  in  the  existing  church,  made  the 
matter  urgent,  that  the  determination  was  finally  and  effectu- 
ally made  to  enter  upon  the  formation  of  the  present  Second 
Presbyterian  Church. 

It  was  on  Wednesday  evening,  February  8th,  1809,  that 
the  following  gentlemen  being  assembled  at  the  house  of  Mr, 
Flemming,  entered  into  an  agreement  to  unite  their  efforts 
to  secure  a suitable  building  for  a Presbyterian  Church,  viz  : 
Benjamin  Boyd,  William  Pressly,  John  Ellison,  Archibald 
Pagan,  George  Robertson,  Samuel  Robertson,  William  Wal- 
ton, James  Adger,  Caleb  Gray,  John  Robinson,  Ale.xander 
Henry,  Samuel  Pressly,  William  Aiken,  John  Porter. 

At  a subsequent  meeting  on  March  6th,  a subscription 
paper  for  the  support  of  a minister  was  presented,  when  by 
the  subscription  of  a number  })resent,  of  one  hundred  dollars 
each,  for  two  years,  more  than  a sufficient  salary  being  sub- 
scribed, a committee  was  appointed  to  request  the  Rev. 
Andrew  Flinn,  then  connected  with  the  united  congregation 
of  Williamsburg  and  Indian  Town,  to  organize  and  take 
charge  of  the  congregation,  with  a salary  of  two  thousand 
dollars.  That  committee  consisted  of  Benjamin  Boyd,  John 
Cunningham.  Joseph  Milligan,  Samuel  Robertson  and  John 
Robinson,  who  is.  in  1837,  the  only  present  surviving  mem- 
ber. This  invitation,  the  claims  of  his  charge  having  been 
voluntarily  surrendered.  Mr.  Flinn  accepted  ; when  a meeting 
for  the  formation  of  a Second  Presbyterian  Church  was  held 
at  Trinity  Church  on  Monday  evening,  April  241b,  1809. 
Committees  were  appointed  to  attend  to  the  secular  business, 
to  purchase  a site  for  the  erection  of  a church  and  to  obtain 
subscriptions.  The  first  standing  committee  to  attend  to  all 
the  secular  affairs  of  the  chuich  and  to  purchase  a site  for 
the  church,  were  Benjamin  Boyd,  John  Cunningham,  Joseph 
Milligan,  John  Robinson  and  Samuel  Robertson. 
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The  committee  to  procure  subscriptions  consisted  of  Ben- 
jamin Boyd,  John  Cunningham,  Joseph  Milligan,  Alexander 
Henry,  John  Stoney,  John  Ellison,  William  Porter,  George 
Robertson,  James  Gordon,  William  Aiken,  William  Walton, 
William  Pressly,  John  Robinson. 

As  a record  of  the  munificence  of  the  donors,  who  were 
not  confined  to  Presbyterians,  it  was  resolved  that  the  names 
of  the  subscribers  should  be  preserved  in  parchment  and 
deposited  in  the  arehives  of  the  church.  This  parchment 
though  somewhat  defaced  in  one  part,  is  still  preserved.  By 
May  i6th,  the  plan  of  the  church  was  presented,  by  William 
Gordon,  who  was  appointed  to  build  it,  and  who  immediately 
entered  upon  the  work.  In  1809  an  Aet  of  incorporation  wa> 
obtained. 

The  Presbyterian  Church  of  James  Island'. — In  1801  the 
Rev.  Thomas  H.  Price,  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  James 
Island,  was  one  of  the  persons  who  was  consulted  as  to  the 
ordination  of  Mr.  F'loyd,  and  one  of  the  original  members  of 
the  Congregational  Association,  organized  March  25,  1801, 
(see  p.  — ,)  yet  while  the  other  Churches  whose  ministers  united 
in  that  act  are  styled  “ Independent  or  Congregatioiial ,”  this 
is  st\ded  “ Presbyterian  ” 

The  ordination  sermon  of  Mr.  Price  was  preached  by  Dr. 
McCalla,  but  in  what  year  we  are  not  informed.  See  McCalla’s 
Works,  series  IX.,  vol.  I.,  p.  247. 

Mr.  Price  is  reported  in  the  minutes  of  the  Association, 
through  this  decade,  and  was  the  Scribe  of  that  body,  and  the 
Associa  ion  once  met  at  his  house.  Dr.  Ramsay,  also,  in 
1808,  reported  this  Church  as  belonging  to  the  Independents, 
(Hist.,  Vol.  II.,  p.  18,)  but  without  an  act  of  the  congregation 
itself,  this  is  not  positive  proof  of  any  change  of  its  original 
character.  The  Church  was  reported  by  Mr.  Price  at  the  be- 
ginning of  this  deeade  to  have  a membership  of  27  whites  and 
6 blaeks.  Total  33.  At  the  close  its  white  membership  was 
20,  its  black  26 — total  46.  Mr.  Price,  himself,  originated  in 
the  Bethel  Congregation  in  York  County,  and  was  a licen- 
tiate of  Presbytery. 

We  retain  the  name  of  James  Island  among  the  Presbyte- 
rian Churches  although  it  seems  not  to  have  been  fully  eon- 
nected  with  Presbytery  until  November,  1853,  when  it  was 
represented  in  Presbytery  by  an  hdder,  Mr.  PMward  P'reer. 
U had,  however,  been  dependent  on  Presbytery  for  the  preach- 
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in^  of  the  Word  and  pastoral  services.  There  were  otlier 
Churches  bearing  the  name  of  Presbyterian,  wliich  remained 
(or  a series  of  yeai  s independent,  without  any  direct  represen- 
tation in  Presbyter}'’,  except  through  its  ministerial  supply. 

The  Presbyterian  Church  of  John’s  Island  and  Wadma- 
LAW  had  applied  to  the  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina  for  the 
ordination  of  Rev.  James  Mcllhenny.  We  have  seen  (Vol.  I., 
' P-  573.)  that  this  P resbytery  was  divided,  and  by  the  division 
two  Presbyteries,  the  First  and  the  Second  Presbyteries  of 
South  Carolina  were  created.  The  territory  on  the  Southwest 
side  of  Broad  River,  [which  as  it  flows  on  becomes  (on  receiv- 
ing the  Saluda)  the  Congaree,  and  this  (on  receiving  the  Wa- 
teree)  the  Santee.]  in  its  course  to  the  ocean  would  embrace 
the  John’s  and  Wadmaiaw  Islands.  'I  he  Second  Presb}^tery 
of  South  Carolina  ” having  received  satisfactory  information 
of  the  earnest  desire  pf  the  Church  on  John’s  and  Wadmaiaw 
Islands  to  have  him  ordained  at  this  time  to  settle  among 
them,  proceeded,  on  the  12th  of  February,  1800,  at  its  meet- 
ing at  Fairforest,  to  set  apart  Mr.  Mcllhenny  to  the  work  of 
the  gospel  ministry  by  prayer  and  imposition  of  the  hands  of 
Presbytery,”  Rev  Andrew  Brown  preaching  the  ordination 
sermon,  and  the  Rev.  William  Williamson  delivering  the 
charge  to  the  newly  ordained  minister,  “ after  wh.ich  Mr.  Mc- 
llhenny, being  invited,  took  his  seat  as  a member  of  Presby- 
tery.” “ The  Clerk  was  directed  to  write  a letter  to  the 
Church  on  John’s  and  Wadmaiaw  Islands,  giving  them  offi- 
cial information  of  the  ordination  of  Mr.  James  Mcllhenny  as 
their  pastor,  and  also  on  the  expediency  of  having  him  in- 
stalled among  them  if  practicable.  Mr.  Mcllhenny  soon  after, 
on  March  13,  1800,  was  married  to  Mrs.  Susannah  Wilkin- 
son,* relict  of  Francis  Wilkinson,  Esq.,  Dr.  Keith  officiating. 
On  the  9th  of  April,  1801,  a letter  was  received  by  Presbytery 
Irom  Mr.  Mcllhennv,  giving  his  reasons  for  absence  from  the 
sessions,  and  expressing  his  desire  to  resign  his  pastoral 
charge,  “ whereupon  it  was  ordered  that  the  Clerk  cite  that 
Church  to  appear  by  their  representation  at  our  next  stated 
sessions  to  show  cause,  if  any  they  hav^e,  wliy  the  Presbytery 
should  not  accept  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Mcllhenny.” 

At  the  Fall  meeting,  September  24,  1801,  the  Church  ad- 


■^This  was  liis  second  marriage.  He  first  married  IMiss  Jane  Moore,  of 
Bethesda,  York,  who  lived  but  a short  time,  leaving  Inm  one  chUd. 
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dressed  Presbytery,  by  letter,  and  the  result  was  that  Mr. 
McIIhenny  was  released  from  his  pastoral  charge,  (the  reason 
alleged  being  “ want  of  harmony  between  the  parties,”)  and 
t]ie  Church  declared  vacant.  We  do  not  see  any  other  acts 
of  that  Presbytery  during  this  decade  touching  the  churches 
of  the  Low  country.  In  1806  the  Rev.  Dr.  Clarkson,  who 
had  been  a member  of  the  Philadelphia  Presbytery,  was  a 
licentiate  of  the  same  in  1795,  and  was  reported  as  pastor  of 
Greenwich  and  Bridgetown  in  1796,  became  pastor  of  this 
Church.  In  1808  Dr.  Ramsay  reports  this  Church  as  one  of 
“ seven  congregations  which  look  up  to  the  Presbytery  of 
Charleston  for  religious  instruction,”  and  Dr.  Clarkson  as  one 
of  the  ‘‘  five  ministers  of  which  the  Presbytery  consists.”  His 
ministry  continued  into  the  next  decade. 

Presbyterian  Church,  Edisto  Island. — The  Rev.  Donald 
McLeod  continued  pastor  of  this  Church.  He  did,  indeed,  on 
March  2,  1803,  signify  his  intention  to  resign.  But  on  the 
19th  of  March,  1804,  they  renewed  their  call,  raising  his 
salary  to  .^300,  it  having  been  £200  before.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
McLeod  was  at  this  time  the  stated  Clerk  of  the  Presbytery 
of  Charleston. 

Wilton  Church. — We  have  seen,  Vol.  I.,  p.  576,  that  the 
Rev.  Andrew  Sieele  was  ministering  to  this  congregation  in 
1800,  and  that  he  removed  to  Mississippi,  and  for  the  reasons 
there  given  had  devoted  himself  to  the  practice  of  medicine. 

In  a paper  dated  April  19th,  1803,  mention  is  made  of  a 
Thomas  Stewart,  who  was  probably  a minister,  and  served  the 
congregation  for  some  time. 

From  1803  to  1807  record  remains  to  show  who  minis- 
tered to  the  congregation.  Previously  to  1807,  or  early  in 
that  year,  the  church  building  erected  in  the  pine  land  about 
three  miles  from  the  former  site,  at  the  Bluff,  and  a few  hun^ 
dred  yards  from  the  road  which  runs  parallel  with  the  Edisto 
or  Pon  Pon  River,  was  burned,  the  fire  having  communicated 
to  it  from  the  woods. 

There  is  a “notice”  bearing  date  May  1st.  1807,  request- 
ing the  members  of  the  Wilton  congregation  to  assemble  on 
business  of  importance,  at  the  ruins  of  the  Church  lately 
burnt.  This  meeting  was  held  May  21st,  when  it  was  re- 
solved “ that  a committee  be  appointed  to  examine  into  the 
state  of  the  funds  and  property  of  the  congregation  generally, 
and  to  enquire  what  would  be  the  cost  of  rebuilding  the 
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Church,  and  the  means  vvliereby  it  may  be  done.”  Mr. 
Champney,  Mr.- Ashe  and  Mr.  Hamilton  were  ap'jointed  the 
committee.  The  only  report  of  their  examination  remaining 
is  the  list  of  donors  which  was  published  in  our  first  volume?, 
p.  577,  which,  bein^  without  date,  was  [)ublished  with  the 
history  of  the  period  from  1790 — 1800;  but  it  is  just  as  proba- 
ble that  it  belongs  here. 

The  spot  where  the  Church  stood,  which  was  built  when  it 
was  judged  expedient  to  remove  it  from  the  Bluff,  is  marked 
by  some  remains  of  the  ruins  and  a few  grave  stones  which 
still  stand  in  tolerable  preservation.  On  one  of  these  is  the 
name  of  John  Berkley,  of  honored  memory,  who  was  one  of 
the  Deacons  of  the  Church  ; and  on  another  that  of  Mrs. 
Maltb}’,  the  widow  of  Rev.  John  Maltby,  who  was  pastor  of 
the  Church  from  1769  to  1771.  A few  hundred  yards  from 
this  spot  are  a few  remaining  signs  of  the  place  where  the 
parsonage  stood.  (MSS.  of  J.  L.  Girardeau,  D.  D.) 

Bethel  Presbyterian  Church  and  Congregation  of  Pon 
PoN  had  the  Rev.  Andrew  Steele  as  its  pastor,  who  seems  to 
have  served  this  Church, as  well  as  Wilton,  till  1802,  when  the 
Rev.  Loami  Floyd,  wh(>  had  relinquished  the  charge  of  the 
Church  at  Waynesboro’,  Ga.,  was  installed  its  pastor.  Mr. 
Floyd  continued  a member  of  the  Congregational  Association, 
and  reported  in  December,  1806,  ‘‘that  the  Lord’s  Supper  had 
not  been  administered  in  the  Church  of  which  he  is  pastor  for 
many  years,  until  Sabbath,  the  7th  of  that  month,  when  he 
had  the  happiness  to  administer  the  sacrament  to  14  persons, 
5 of  whom  were  whites,  and  9 persons  of  color.”  (Minutes 
of  Association,  p.  49.) 

Saltkehatchee. — This  church  still  existed,  but  after  the 
death  of  Mr  Gourlay,  was  probably  dependent  on  occasional 
supplies.  They  erected  a new  house  of  worship,  and  invited 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Buist  to  open  it  for  them  on  the  second  Sabbath 
in  May,  1808.  On  the  25th  of  November,  1809,  they  ad- 
dressed Rev.  Mr.  Adams,  through  their  trustees,  William 
Patterson,  Archibald  S.  Johnston,  and  Wm.  C.  V.  Thompson, 
requesting  a portion  of  his  .services,  “ if  agreeable  to  the 
gentlemen,  trustees  of  Prince  William's.  Our  funds,”  they 
add. ‘‘ are  not  considerable,  but  your  labor  shall  be  recom- 
pensed.” They  request  an  answer  “ Jigainst  the  commencement 
of  a new  \-ear.”  This  church  was  incorporated  December  17, 
1808.  by  the  name  of  ” The  Saltkehatchee  Independent  Pres- 
byterian Church.”  (Statutes,  Vol-  VIII.  248.) 
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During  this  decade,  Savannah,  the  sister  city  to  Charleston, 
had  received  into  the  pulpit  and  pastorate  of  the  Independent 
Presbyterian  Church,  the  much  admired  and  greatly  beloved 
Dr.  Henry  Kolloch,  who  removed  to  that  city  in  the  fall  of 
i8o6,  while  Charleston  had  lost  Dr.  Malcomson,  whose  his- 
tory belongs  to  Williamsburg,  in  the  first  year  of  his  residence 
in  that  city,  in  1804,  his  friend.  Dr.  Buist,  followed  him 
to  the  eternal  state  four  years  later. 

The  Church  in  Williamsburg  became  divided  in  the  way 
we  have  described  in  the  first  volume,  pp.  486,  <r/ and  578, 
et  scq.  The  feud  which  had  been  created  was  not  to  be 
healed  till  years  had  elapsed  and  one  generation  had  passed 
away.  The  party  that  retained  possession  in  lau>,  ?{.nd,3.\so, 
the  title  of  the  Williamsburg  Church,  had  Dr.  Malcomson  as 
their  pastor  till  his  removal  to  Charleston,  in  1804.  The 
church  remained  without  the  stated  means  of  grace  for  many 
years,  receiving  occasional  supplies  from  Rev.  Messrs.  Kuo.n 
and  Thompson.*  In  1809  the  Rev.'Thomas  Ledly  Birch,  of 
Washington,  Pa.,  and  a native  of  Ireland,  was  invited  to  visit 
the  congregation  with  a view  to  settlement,  but  he  declined 
coming.^’  (Wallace,  p.  88. )f 

Dr.  Stephenson,  Pastor  of  the  Bethel  Church,  whose 
memoir  is  given  in  Vol.  I,  581,  et  seq.,  was  a man  if  peculiar 
earnestness,  faithfulness  and  piety.  The  beginning  of  this 
century  was  signalized  by  extensive  revivals  of  religion  in 
many  parts  of  the  Southern  Church.  They  began  in  Kentucky, 
in  the  summer  of  1799,  but  reached  their  height  in  that  State 
in  1800  to  1801.  Crowds  flocked  to  the  sacramental  occa- 
sions, and  as  the  neighborhood  did  not  furnish  sufficient 
accommodations,  they  came  in  wagons  loaded  with  provisions, 
and  fitted  up  for  temporary  lodging.  Camp-meetings  thus 
arose,  the  first  of  which  was  held  in  Kentucky  in  July,  i8oo, 
in  the  congregation  of  Mr.  McGready,  formerly  of  North 
Carolina.  One  was  held  at  the  Waxhaw  church,  in  South 


^'Tliis  Mr.  Tliompson  was  from  North  Carolina,  and  a man  of  some 
excentricity.  Dr.  MeC.  and  his  brother  went  into  the  church  one  day, 
after  service  had  commencted.  Mr.  T.  drew  out  his  watch  and  said  : 
''  It  is  half-past  \\  o'clock.”  Having  occasion  to  allude  to  Dr.  Wdther- 
spoon,  of  Princeton,  he  interposed  the  correction  : “ He  is  no  connec- 

tion of  the  Witherspoons  here,  though — not  at  all.” 

t “ Rev.  Thomas  Ledly  Birch  was  permitted  to  emigrate  to  America 
on  account  of  his  sympathy  with  the  rebellion.”  (Reid’s  Hist,  of 
Ireland,  \’ol  HI,  p.  428,  Note  45,) 
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Carolina,  on  the  2 1st  of  May,  and  another  at  Nazareth  on  the 
2d  of  July,  1802,  accompanied  with  ever  memorable  re- 
\'ivals,  and  attended,  in  the  case  of  many,  with  remarkable 
bodily  agitations.  In  the  summer  of  this  year,  a camp-meet- 
ing was  held,  following  the  example  which  had  thus  been 
set,  at  the  Sand  Hills,  near  the  road,  three  miles  above  Kings- 
tree,  which  was  attended  by  the  Rev.  John  Brown  (afterwards 
D.  D.),  of  the  Waxhaw  church,  Rev,  Duncan  Brown,  of 
Hopewell,  and  the  Rev.  IVIr.  McWhorter,  of  Salem.  Mr. 
(afterwards  Dr.)  Stephenson's  preaching  had  already  been  at- 
tended with  happy  results  to  his  people.  Dr.  Brown  had  just 
enjoyed  a blessed  work  of  grace  among  his  flock,  in  which 
Mr.  Stephenson,  among  others,  had  assisted.  He  opened  the 
meeting  with  a sermon  in  explanation  and  defense  of  the  re- 
vival. now  becoming  more  and  more  extended,  which  con- 
vinced the  people  that  the  work  was  genuine,  and  the 
wonderful  scenes  which^  occured  were  accompanied  by  the 
influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  There  were,  indeed,  doubter.^ 
and  opposers.  “ The  exercises  ” which  attended  this  revival 
in  Kentucky  in  a more  extreme  degree,  had  accompanied  it  • 
in  South  Carolina,  and  were  e.xhibited  here  ; and  Mr.  Mal- 
comson  did  not  conceal  his  disapprobation  of  these  things, 
nor  did  Dr.  Buist,  as  the  note  appended  to  his  discourse  on 
Mr.  Malcomson’s  death  will  show.  The  two  congregations 
were  intermingled  with  each  other.  Their  houses  of  worship 
were  less  than  one  hundred  yards  apart  (Vol.  I,  p.  488),  and 
they  were  supplied  with  water  from  the  same  well  ; yet  Mr. 
Malcomson’s  people  were  not  affected  by  these  e.xercises,  nor 
were  the  negroes,  which  is  harder  to  be  believed.  Mr. 
Stephenson  continued  pastor  of  this  church  till  his  removal 
to  Tennessee,  in  1808.  The  Rev.  Andrew  Flinn  succeeded 
him  in  the  Bethel  church  in  1808.  After  a short  interval,* 
he  was  succeeded  by  Daniel  Brown,  of  the  Fayetteville  Pres- 
bytery, whose  ministry  was  signally  owned  by  God,  especially 
in  his  labors  among  the  blacks  f The  only  statistics  we  find 
of  this  church  are  for  the  year  1802,  when  it  reported  to  the 
General  Assembly  104  communicants.  In  about  1806  or 


*Less  than  a year. 

, fWe  find,  too,  that  the  Presbytery  appointed  fortius  church  during 
this  period  occasional  supplies,  viz : G.  G.  McWhorter,  in  1807  ; Duncan 
Brown,  John  Cousar,  and  Andrew  Flinn  in  1808,  and  Duncan  Brown 
and  John  Cousar  in  1809. 
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1807,  the  Bethel  congregation  gave  up  their  original  site,  and 
built  a new  house  of  worship  about  half  a mile  distant  from 
the  former. 

Of  Mr.  Malcomson,  whose  name  has  been  introduced  in  the 
preceding  pages,  Dr.  Buist  speaks  in  the  sermon  preached  at 
his  funeral,  in  the  following  terms: 

“ There  ht^  continued  for  nearly  ten  years,  discharging 
with  fidelity  and  diligence  the  duties  of  his  pastoral  office, 
much  and  justly  esteemed  by  the  members  of  his  congre- 
gation. 

Wiih  his  ministerial  functions  he  combined  (what  should 
always,  if  possible,  be  united  in  remote  country  settlements, 
where  a physician  .<^eldom  is  resident),  the  profession  of  medi- 
cine, in  which  he  possessed  no  small  degree  of  skill,  and 
which  he  practised  with  considerable  success.  He  also  con- 
tributed largely  to  the  benefit  of  the  district  in  which  he  was 
settled,  by  promoting J;he  institution  of  an  academy  which  he 
afterwards  superintended  with  credit  to  himself  and  profit  to 
his  pupils.  And,  at  a later  period,  he  vindicated  with  ability 
and  success,  both  from  the  pulpit  and  the  press,  the  cause  of 
genuine  and  rational  religion,  in  opposition  to  some  mis- 
guided men  who  wished  to  maintain  that  the  kingdom  of 
heaven  consists  not  so  much  \x\  righteousness,  peace,  and  joy 
in  the  Holy  Ghost  as  in  enthusiastic  raptures,  and  in  violent 
bodily  contortions  and  agitations  which  they  absurdly 
denominated  being  religiously  exercised.  In  that  district  there 
unhappily  existed,  long  before  his  residence  in  it,  religious 
and  political  divisions  and  prejudices,  too  deeply  rooted  and 
too  inveterate  to  be  easily  eradicated;  and  though  his  useful 
labors,  upright  conduct  and  very  obliging  and  agreeable 
manners  gained  him  the  sincere  and  universal  attachment  of 
his  own  congregation  and  of  all  men  who  had  discernment  to 
appreciate  and  liberality  to  acknowledge  merit,  he  found  that 
the  most  inoffensive  conduct  will  not  always  secure  from  the 
'tongue  of  the  slanderer  those  whom  he  has  resolved  to  perse- 
cute, and  he  experienced,  o.i  various  occasions,  the  unhappi- 
ness of  living  in  a society  where,  though  we  are  for  peace, 
others  are  obstinately  bent  on  war.  With  a view  to  escape 
the  evils  of  this  state  of  society,  in  hope  of  providing  more 
amply  for  the  education  and  support  of  a numerous  and 
increasing  family,  and  induced  by  the  opinion  of  respectable 
friends,  that  his  labors  as  an  instructor  of  youth  and  a minis- 
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ter  of  religion,  would  here  meet  with  encouragement  and 
success,  he  removed  to  Charleston  in  the  beginning  of  this 
year.  Here  his  expectations  were  more  than  realized.  Lib- 
eral and  discerning  men  did  justice  to  respectable  talents,  to 
attainments  far  above  mediocrity,  to  upright  and  exemplary 
conduct,  to  agreeable  manners  and  to  an  unexampled  suavity 
and  placidness  of  disposition  which  is  justly  deemed  one  of 
the  best  proofs  of  a Christian  temper.  He  had  obtained  a 
resoectable  and  numerous  academy  ; daily  accessions  were 
making  to  a congregacion  already  considerable  for  numbers 
and  justly  and  sincerely  attached  to  their  pastor,  and  he  had 
the  fairest  prospect  of  being  highly  useful  and  respected  in 
the  community,  and  of  making  a handsome  provision  for  his 
family.  When,  alas  ! to  the  inexpressible  grief  of  his  family 
and  friends  and  to  the  great  loss  of  society,  in  the  prime  of 
life,  in  the  full  vigor  of  his  faculties,  in  the  thirty-sixth  year 
of  his  age,  he  is  removed  from  us  to  occupy  a more  exalted 
station  in  another  region  of  God’s  infinite  dominions. 

We,  who  witnessed  its  closing  scene,  are  able  to  add  an 
authority  still  more  unexceptionable  and  impressive.  For 

“ A death-bed’s  a detector  of  the  heart : 

“ There  tir’d  dissimulation  drops  the  mask  : 

‘‘  There  real  and  apparexXT  are  the  same.” 

Young. 

How  much  was  it  to  be  wished  (hat  the  infidel  and  the 
worldling  had  been  present  in  the  last  moments  of  our  de- 
parted friend  ! That  they  who  foolishly  barter  an  eternity  of 
bliss  for*an  hour  of  transitory  enjoyment,  had  heard  his  senti- 
ments on  the  vanity  of  all  sublunary  things!  That  they  who 
are  carried  down  the  stream  of  pleasure,  unmoved  by  the 
sorrows,  and  insensible  even  to  the  joys  of  others,  had  wit- 
nessed the  heart-rending  but  instructive  scene,  when,  finding 
his  end  approaching,  he  called  his  family  and  friends  around 
him,  comforted  his  afflicted  consort,  exhorting  her  to  trust  in 
the  living  God  who  had  all  along  befriended  them,  and  who 
would  still  prove  her  protector  and  guardian  ; when  he  took 
his  infant  child  in  his  arms,  blessed  her,  and  commended  her 
to  the  providential  care  of  the  Almighty;  when  he  charged 
such  of  his  offspring  as  had  understanding  sufficient  to  com- 
prehend his  meaning,  to  persevere  in  the  virtuous  course  in 
which  thev  had  been  initiated,  and  diligentlv  serve  Him 
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whom  their  father  had  served  ; when  he  expressed  to  his 
weeping  friends  and  some  of  the  affectionate  attencJants  on 
his  ministry  who  were  present,  his  ardent  wishes  for  the  suc- 
cess of  the  gospel,  and  for  the  interests  of  religion  and  virtue, 
declared  his  unfeigned  assent  to  the  truth  of  Christianity, 
devoutly  thanked  God  for  the  comforts  and  hopes  of  religion, 
and  desired  his  friends  to  join  in  the  performance  of  that 
divine  exercise  of  praise,  which  he  was  soon  to  enjoy  in  per- 
fection in  the  mansions  above. 

Indian  Town  Presbyterian  Church  was  associated  with 
Bethel  as  the  pastoral  charge  of  Dr.  Stephenson,  and  he 
resided  in  its  vicinity.  He  labored  successfully  and  satisfac- 
torily among  them  for  the  space  of  nineteen  years.  He 
preached  his  valedictory  sermon  at  Indian  Town  on  the  28th 
of  February,  1808,  and  set  out  for  Maury  County,  Tennessee, 
with  a colony  of  about  twenty  families  of  the  Bethel  Church 
(some  part  of  whom,  however,  had  preceded  him),  and  set- 
tled on  a tract  of  land  which  they  had  jointly  purchased  from 
the  heirs  of  General  Green.  He  was  succeeded  in  the  pas- 
torate by  Rev.  Andrew  Flinn,  afterwards  D.  D.,  in  1809. 
The  history  of  James  White  Stephenson,  as  written  by  Rev. 
J.  A.  Wallace,  subsequently  pastor  of  the  churches  of  Bethel 
and  Indian  Town,  is  given  by  us  in  our  first  Volume,  pp.  581, 
587,  and  M^as  also  published  in  the  Southern  Presbyterian 
Revieiv,  Vol.  VI.,  p.  102. 

It  was  during  the  ministry  of  Dr.  Stephenson  that  Thomas 
Dickson  Baird,  afterwards  D.  D.,  became  a resident  within 
the  bounds  of  this  congregation  and  a member  of  this  church. 
He  was  born  in  the  County  of  Down,  Ireland,  on  the  26th 
of  December,  1773,  of  parents  who  were  members  of  the 
Burgher  Secession  Church.  In  early  life  he  had  a strong 
desire  for  knowledge,  and  for  a liberal  education,  wliich  his 
father  felt  obliged  to  deny  him,  intimating  to  him  that  he  was 
destined  to  the  trade  of  a blacksmith.  But  vvhile  toiling  at 
the  anvil  he  made  himself  acquainted  with  arithmetic,  and 
advanced  considerably  in  Lilly’s  Latin  Grammar,  which  was 
the  more  difficult  as  it  was  itself  written  in  the  Latin  tongue. 
He  was  at  the  same  time  a diligent  student  of  the  scriptures, 
and  acquired  a good  knowledge  of  systematic  theology.  At 
eighteen  he  became  a member  of  the  church  to  which  his 
parents  belonged,  and  afterwards  joined  the  Refornied  Church 
or  that  of  the  Covenanters.  On  the  12th  of  December,  1796, 
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he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Isabella  Mackey,  and  returned 
again  to  the  Associate  Cliurch. 

He  was  a participant  in  the  Irish  rebellion  of  1796,  and, 
eluding  the  vigilance  of  the  authorities,  in  the  year  1802  he 
embarked  for  America  and  landed  at  Newcastle,  Delaware, 
on  the  9th  of  July.  He  was  employed  at  his  trade  in  Penn- 
sylvania nearly  three  years,  when,  receiving  letters  from  a 
relative  in  Williamsburg,  S.  C.,  he  left  Philadelphia  in  March, 
1805,  and  traveled  by  the  way  of  Charleston  to  the  place 
where  his  relative  resided.  In  the  followinef  autumn  his  wife 
was  seized  with  the  prevailing  fever,  which  proved  fatal,  and 
shortly  after  his  two  little  boys  feil  victims  to  the  same  dis- 
ease and  were  laid  by  the  side  of  their  mother.  He  himself 
was  then  seized  by  the  same  malady,  and  escaped  death  as  if 
by  a miracle.  The  man  who  made  the  coffins  for  his  wife 
and  children  was  still  living  in  1858.  It  was  at  this  period 
that  Mr.  Baird  began  more  seriously  to  meditate  the  purpose 
of  entering  the  ministry.  He  had  already  united  with  the 
church  at  Indian  Town,  and  gradually  became  reconciled  to 
singing  the  version  of  the  Psalms  then  in  use. 

His  purpose  of  entering  the  ministry  was  subsequently 
thwarted  again  and  again.  Yet  it  was  not  abandoned.  He 
wrote  a sermon  while  he  was  yet  at  Indian  Town  which  he 
exhibited  to  a few  of  his  friends.  The  vestiges  of  his  house 
were  still  shown  a few  miles  from  the  church  on  the  6th  of 
February,  1858.  Persevering  in  a purpose  so  early  formed, 
in  April,  1809  he  quit  his  worldly  occupation,  sold  the  little 
property  he  had  accumulated  and  again  entered  on  a course 
of  study.  He  availed  himself  of  the  instruction  of  the  Rev. 
Moses  Waddel,  then  the  principal  of  a very  popular  school 
at  Willington,  Abbeville  District,  S.  C.,  while  at  the  same 
time  he  was  acting  as  tutor  in  the  institution.  In  the  spring 
of  1811  he  was  taken  under  the  care  of  the  Presbytery  of 
South  Carolina,  as  a candidate  for  the  ministry,  and  on  8th 
of  April,  1812,  was  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel. 

The  succe.^s  of  the  Presbyterian  colony  led  forth  by 
Dr.  Stephenson,  may  be  known  by  the  following  hi.«tory 
“ the  Frierson  Congregation,”  so  called  by  the  prevalence 
of  that  name  among  them.  And,  indeed,  dowh  to  this 
time,  several  of  that  name  have  entered  the  Presbyterian 
ministry. 


Vi. 


■If 


Iflfitjbil'iWJ  » c^SW/iH 
IffV  SDniijJ'blv' '*if(l^ts#iih» 


f "::’ i WlC(V«»'ysW  ,H  .ylvf  5*^  o: 


■''T«  "‘  *»'l«lf-l>‘>mra  H.f  ;,«T,.3  ,2  li,d*m«ilfiW^rS; 

’‘vi  '■*  if  ’ <.j  ooteahsily  lo;  v«w  ®rtt  vd  b9j9V«»>b«fcp-'  ‘ 

WJ  1 jH  .34^c>0}  1o  tfhm  ^i>i£l  jnW 

hon^^<!  mh  -ft  m imv^l- 


ir%  IMil^J't  ..  . ^ ■'A'i.  >0  ® - -V. 


- H ^ .l>J;iobnr4*  JOB  »fr/,  ,i  „y  .n;»-.g*'_b/iK  friM*^.j(*|i 


-»;>.•  rvl  -I  ' . . 7 fJO«Wi^»  ,:j»?  ,-i>|0W, 


l l ||  V *"  «*,  5iai«v9«9q  ,8?8*j  Yisniiis’? 

objpj  ;,,)J  bloa  v«o).iKflii.»<.i  i{,(bhovv  airi  Jiun  Vrf  r,ci8l'l,irtA“ii'l 

tote  ,«U8*  m 

■ "r"'  "''I?  .-r'  •:' 

uf , Yfydiu-i):.!;  s 


f .'.ie; ! 


k,\  :-«iv  . Vn- 


mMM 


70- 


THB]  FRIERSON  CONGREGATION. 


[1800-1810. 


A REMARKABLE  CX)NGREGATION. 

We  take  the  following  sketch  from  correspondence  of  the  Louisville 
Presbyterian  Herald  : 

The  history  of  the  Frierson  congiegation  is  somewhat  unique  and 
peculiar,  and  deserves  from  me  more  than  a passing  notice.  About  the 
commencement  of  the  present  century  a number  of  families  belonging 
to  a Presbyterian  congregation  in  South  Carolina,  determined  to  emi- 
grate to  the  West  for  several  reasons.  The  land  cm  which  they  lived 
was  much  exhausted  and  the  climate  of  South  Carolina  was  so 
unhealthy  that  their  children  sickened  and  died  before  arriving  at  the 
age  of  maturity.  They  had  heard  of  a promised  land  in  the  West  and 
determin^d  to  seek  a residence  in  it  But  they  formed  a resolution  to 
carry  with  them  the  institutions  of  the  Gospel,  and  to  implore  the 
blessing  of  God  on  their  enterprise.  They  could  not  go  unless  God 
went  with  them,  and  they  determined  to  acknowledge  him  in  all  their 
ways.  Their  minds  w’ere  bent  on  making  a settlement  in  Louisiana, 
but  to  reach  that  territory  which  had  been  but  recently  ceded  to  the 
United  States,  it  was  necessary  to  pass  through  Tennessee.  Louisiana 
was  at  that  time  supposed  to  be  a perfect  paradise.  In  the  spring  of  the 
year  1805,  four  families  came  out  and  settled  for  a time  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Nashville,  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  removal  of  the  whole 
colony.  They  had  to  traverse  mountains  and  nearly  all  the  way  they 
had  to  pass  through  an  unbroken  wilderness.  But  Providen(;e  was 
kind  to  them  and  they  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  Nashville  at  the 
time  the  purchase  was  made  from  the  Indians  of  the  lands  whereon 
they  afterwards  settled,  of  which  purchase  they  knew  nothing  previous 
to  their  emigration.”  Such  is  their  own  statement,  made  in  a journal 
or  history  of  the  colony,  which  is  still  in  existence.  That  purcliase  of 
Indian  territory  was  the  means,  in  the  hands  of  Providence,  of  fixing 
the  permanent  residence  of  the  colony  of  Tennessee. 

In  the  year  1806,  eleven' other  families  removed  from  South  Carolina. 
Temporary  places  of  abode  had  been  prepared  for  them  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Franklin,  about  twenty  miles  southeast  of  Nashville  Their 
journey  was  a prosperous  one.  They  thankfully  recorded  that  the  rivers 
were  lowered  so  that  they  had  not  to  ferry  a single  stream,  nor  had  they 
a single  shower  of  rain  to  wet  them  or  to  make  the  roads  muddy.  Not 
an  accident  of  a serious  nature  occurred  during  the  journey.  These 
families  traveled  in  two  companies.  One  company  rested  on  the  Sab- 
bath day  and  conducted  public  worship  by  singing,  jjraying  and  read- 
ing a sermon.  The  other  had  hired  wagons  to  convey  their  families', 
without  any  written  agreement,  binding  the  drivers  of  their  wagons  to 
stop  on  the  Sabbath  day,  and  when  the  Sabbatli  came  they  geared  up 
their  horses  and  would  go  forward.  The  party  that  kept  the  Sabbath 
arrived  at  their  journey’s  end  just  one  hour  after  the  other,  with  their 
wagons  and  horses  in  a much  better  condition.  Resting  on  the  Sab- 
br...'i  had  proved  to  be  profitable  both  to  man  and  beast. 

In  1807,  the  colony  purchased  five  thousand  acres  of  land  from  the 
heirs  of  General  Greene,  in  Maury  County,  and  prepared  to  settle  on  it 
permanently,  'i  hey  went  into  the  cane  brake,  divided  their  land  and 
built  a house  of  worship  in  the  center  of  their  tract  near  a spring,  and 
then  went  to  work  to  build  small  cabins  for  the  accommodation  of  their 
families.  We  do  not  believe  that  the  same  thing  can  be  said  of  any 
settlement  that  has  ever  been  made  in  the  West.  I never  heard  of  any 
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other  einijfrants  who  built  a house  of  worship  before  they  cut  down  a 
single  stick  of  timber  to  make  comfortable  residences  for  their  own 
families.  What  is  also  remarkable,  they  had  no  preacher  with  them, 
and  their  worship  Iiad  to  be  conducted  by  laymen.  Their  pastor  did 
not  join  them  until  several  years  after  their  removal  into  the  wilder- 
ness. He  first  paid  them  a visit,  and  afterwards  moved  into  the  midst 
of  them.  AVith  pleasure  we  make  the  following  extracts  from  the  his- 
tory of  the  congregation.  It  gives  a pleasing  view  of  the  state  of  feel- 
ing among  the  Friersons  on  a very  important  subject  : 

“ A Committee  named  our  Society  Zion  In  the  fall  of  1808,  Rev. 
Gideon  Blackburn  preached  for  us;  in  the  winter,  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Finley.  In  the  spring  of  1809,  Rev.  James  W.  Stephenson  removed  to 
our  neighborhood,  and  became  our  stated  supply.  Six  elders  were 
e.ectedand  set  apart  for  that  office  ; two  had  been  previously  set  apart, 
so  that  the  session  consisted  of  eight  elders. 

The  houses  not  being  large  enough  to  accommodate  the  people,  we 
erected  a stand  and  made  a shed  before  the  meeting  house  In  August, 
1809.  the  sacrament  was  administered  for  the  first  time,  and  we  trust 
much  good  resulted. 

About  this  time  a goodly  number  of  our  black  people  appeared  to  be  . 
under  awakening  infiuences  and  petitioned  to  be  admitted  to  church 
privileges.  To  our  shame  we  have  to  acknowledge  that  the  education 
of  these  people  had  hitherto  been  criminally  neglected.  A great  num- 
ber of  them  had  been  the  companions  and  nurses  of  our  infantile  years. 
They  had  been  doomed  to  hard  slav.^ry  in  order  to  procure  means  for 
our  education  and  to  let  us  live  in  ease,  and  yet  we  had  not  taken  that 
pains  and  trouble  which  we  ought  to  have  taken  in  training  them  and 
teaching  them  a proper  knowledge  of  the  God  who  made  them,  of  their 
lost  condition  by  nature,  of  the  pure  requisitions  of  God’s  law,  or  of  the 
plan  of  salvation  through  a Redeemer.  * * * * * ^ 

sense  of  that  neglect  made  a considerable  impression  on  the  minds  of  a 
number  of  the  congregation.  The  session  resolved  to  pay  due  attention 
to  them,  and  to  take  them  under  charge  as  catechumen. 

[Sprague’s  Annals,  vol.  III.,  pp.  550,  554,  vol.  IV.,  476, 

478.] 

The  Churches  of  Hopewell  and  Aimwell,  on  Pee  Dee, 
united,  both,  as  “vacancies/’  remained  under  one  and  the 
same  pastoral  cliarge  through  the  most  of  this  decade.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  century  they  were  vacant  and  were 
dependent  still  on  occasional  supplies.  (See  Vol.  I.,  p.  593.) 
On  September  the  29th,  1803,  Duncan  Brown  applied  to  the 
First  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina,  which  embraced  that  por- 
tion of  the  State  Northeast  of  the  Broad,  Congaree  and  Santee 
Rivers,  to  be  received  under  their  care,  producing  a certificate 
of  dismission  from  the  Presbytery  of  OraMge.  The  tradition 
is,  that  he  was  pastor  of  the  two  churches  from  the  year  1800. 
He  may  have  preached  to  them  as  a licentiate  from  that  date, 
and  probably  did  so,  but  he  was  not  connected  with  the  Pres- 
bytery to  which  these  churches  were  amenable  till  the  date 
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mentioned  above.  A call  from  these  two  churches  for  his 
pastoral  services  was  presented  to  the  Presbytery  at  this meet- 
ing, and  by  him  accepted.*  At  an  intermediate  meeting,  held 
at  Hopewell,  on  the  19th  of  November,  1803,  he  was  solemnly 
ordained  to  the  whole  work  of  the  gospel  ministry  by  prayer 
and  the  imposition  of  hands,  and  installed  as  pastor  of  the 
united  congregations  of  Hopewell  and  Aimwell  (Pee  Dee.} 
The  ordination  sermon  was  preached  by  the  Moderator,  Rev. 
Geo.  G.  McWhorter,  and  the  charge  delivered  by  Rev.  Jas.  W. 
Stephenson.  He  remained  in  this  pastoral  charge,  faithfully 
performing  its  duties,  until  October  2d,  1809,  when  the  pas- 
toral relation  was  dissolved  at  his  own  request,  and  with  the 
concurrence  of  his  people.  He  was  at  the  same  time  dismissed 
to  join  the  Presbytery  of  Transylvania. f 

The  only  statistical  reports  we  find  of  Hopewell  and  Aim- 
well  during  this  period  are  for  the  year  1805.  Total  commu- 
nicants reported  57  Infants  baptized  5.  For  the  year  1807, 
communicants  56;  Baptisms,  i adult  and  12  infants. 

The  Presbyterian  Church  of  Black  MtNCO  still  had  the 
Rev.  William  Knox  as  its  pastor.  He  was  a minister  of  the 
old  school,  and  probably  regarded  many  of  his  brethren  as 
too  rigid,  and  perhaps  fanatical. 

THE  RED  bluff  CHURCH. 

The  site  of  the  old  Red  Bluff  Church  is  still  to  be  seen  in 
Marlboro’  County,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Little  Pee  Dee 
River,  on  a high  bluff,  from  which  it  takes  its  name.  It  was 
perhaps  the  oldest  Pre.sbyterian  Church  in  the  State  on  the 
east  of  the  Great  Pee  Dee.  We  have  failed  to  get  the  exact 
date  of  its  organization.  It  was  doubtless  organized  some 
years  previous  to  the  great  revival  of  1802,  by  Scotch  settlers. 


*This  call  was  signed  by  Alexander  Gregg,  James  Bigham,  Jr.,  E. 
Birch,  David  Bigham,  William  Gregg,  Sr.,  John  Muldrow,  Joseph  Gregg, 
Thomas  McCall,  Hugh  Muldrow,  Alex.  Gregg,  Jr.,  Jeremiah  Brown, 
John -Cooper,  James  Hudson,  Samuel  Bigham,  John  Gregg,  Samuel 
Gregg,  S.  I'ritchard,  Charles  Rinacklea,  John  McCown,  Hanor  Davis, 
Robert  Gregg,  James  Neuter,  Gavin  Witherspoon,  John  Ervin,  Hugh 
Ervin,  Stephen  Thompson,  Moderator  of  the  meeting.  Rev.  James  Ste- 
phenson, of  South  Carolina  Presbytery,  and  Pastor  of  Williamsburg 
Church.  (MSS.  of  Rev.  W.  A.  Gregg.)' 

fMSS.  Minutes  of  First  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina,  pp.  53,  55,  60,  61 
and  124. 
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who  came  down  into  that  region  from  the  Cape  Fear  settlement. 
At  that  time  (i803)  Rev\  Colin  Lindsey  was  preaching  there 
to  a regular  organized  church,  and,  as  far  as  we  can  learn,  a 
church  of  some  considerable  strength.  Here,  as  elsewhere,  a 
good  degree  of  excitement,  and,  perhaps,  some  excesses 
attended  the' revival  meetings.  Mr.  Lindsey,  it  is  said,  at  first 
tolerated,  then  afterwards  took  strong  grounds  against  the 
revivalists,  and  a goodly  number  of  the  congregation  sided 
with  him.  This  caused  two  parties  in  the  chuich,  very  bitter 
in  their  feelings  toward  each  other.  The  revivalists  were 
called  the  New  Lights.  They  did  not  at  first  secede  from 
the  church,  but  invited  Rev.  Murdoch  Murphy,  of  Robeson 
County,  who  held  the  same  views,  to  preach  for  them  on  a 
different  day  from  Mr.  Lindsey’s  appointment.  A well  estab- 
lished tradition  said  the  Old  Lights,  or  anti-revivalists,  to 
defeat  this  movement, built  a high  rail  fence  around  the  church 
on  the  night  previous  to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Murphy. 
The  elder  who  kept  the  church  key,  (Mr.  John  McRay.)  siding 
with  the  New  Lights,  leaped  over  the  fence,  opened  the  church 
door,  and  bid  the  minister  and  congregation  to  fo  low,  which 
they  did,  and  worshiped  without  further  molestation.  After 
this  Mr.  Murphy  preached  at  private  houses  until  a new 
house  of  worship  was  erected  by  the  revivalists,  about  one  and 
a half  miles  east  of  the  old  church.  This  was  called  Sharon 
Church,  and  continued  a number  of  years  a separate  organiza- 
tion. After  Mr.  Lindsey’s  death  the  two  parties  came  to- 
gether again  at  the  old  stand.  Which  party  was  right  in  this 
controversy  we  cannot  fully  determine,  but  are  rather  inclined 
to  side  with  the  revivalists.  There  was  evidently  more  piety 
on  that  side,  and  their  views,  after  lopping  off  excesses,  final  ly 
prevailed  in  the  community.  Had  Mr.  Lindsey  been  a more 
pious  and  prudent  man,  this  breach  in  the  household  of  faith 
might  have  been  prevented.  This  leads  us  to  say  of  Mr.  Lind- 
sey, that  in  the  judgment  of  posterity  he  was  a man  of  some 
talent,  but  little  piety.  A well  founded  tradition  says  that  he 
was  often  assisted  into  the  pulpit  by  some  one  of  the  elders, 
and  preached  to  the  people  under  the  influence  of  strong 
drink,  and  would  say  to  the  people  : Do  not  as  I do,  but  as  I 

say.”  We  have  learned  the  name  of  but  one  elder  during  Mr. 
Lindsey’s  time.  Mr.  John  McKay,  whose  name  is  mentioned 
above,  and  who  withdrew  with  the  revivalists.  The  elders  of 
Sharon  were  John  McRay,  Hugh  McLaurin,  Duncan  Rankin, 
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Daniel  McIntyre,  and  Archibald  Thompson.  After  the  re- 
union the  follovviiiij  elders  were  elected:  Daniel  McLeod, 
Daniel  McLaurin,  and  John  McRae.  Mr.  Murphy  supplied 
the  Sharon  Church  but  a short  time.  He  removed  Westward, 
and  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Malcom  McNair.  (Liberty  Co., 
Ala.,  Dr,  Wall’s  Diar.,  &c.,  p;  lo.) 

Some  attention  was  drawn  to  Presbyterianism  in  other 
localities  in  this  general  region  of  the  State.  “ A few  people 
near  the  Long  Bluff  on  Pedee  River,  and  a people  near 
Kingstree,  request  to  be  noticed  by  this  Presbytery.”  [Min- 
utes of  the  First  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina,  September  21, 
1802. J On  the  15th  of  March,  1805,  Murdoch  Murphy,  who 
had  been  appointed  in  October,  1804,  by  the  Synod  of  the 
Carolinas,  a missionary  for  the  lower  part  of  South  Carolina, 
was  received  as  a licentiate  from  Orange  Presbytery,  N.  C. 
A call  was  presented  to  Presbytery  for  his  pastoral  services 
from  a congregation  by  the  name  of  the  church  and  congre- 
gation of  Black  River,  Winyaw,  in  Georgetown  District, 
which  was  put  in  Mr.  Murphy’s  hands  and  by  him  accepted. 
On  May  17,  1805,  an  Intermediate  Presbytery  was  held  at 
Black  River  Church,  the  evening  session  being  held  at  the 
house  of  Mr.  Samuel  Green.  On  the  following  day  the  ordi- 
nation services  took  place  at  the  church,  the  Rev.  Geo.  G. 
McWhorter  preaching  the  sermon,  Dr.  Stephenson  proposing 
the  constitutional  questions  to  the  candidate,  and  the  usual 
charge  being  given  to  the  minister,  the  Rev.  Murdock  Mur- 
phy, and  the  address  to  the  people  over  whom  he  was  placed. 
This  church  was  located  very  near  the  spot  where  an  Epis- 
copal Churc’n  had  stood  in  former  days.  Mr.  Murphy  was 
dismissed  March  2d,  1809  to  the  Presbytery  of  Orange,  and 
it  is  not  probable  that  his  connection  with  this  church  con- 
tinued longer.  [Min.  1st  Presbytery,  p.  1 16  ] 

Salem  Church  (Black  River). — The  Rev.  John  F'oster 
was  released  from  his  pastoral  charge  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Presbytery  at  Bethesda,  March  27,  1801.  On  the  i6th  of 
March,  1805,  he  was  cited  to  appear  before  Presbytery,  at  its 
next  stated  meeting,  to  answer  for  non-attendance  upon  its 
sessions  and  neglect  of  ministerial  duty.  The  citation  was 
renewed  at  the  next  session.  On  the  13th  of  March.  1806, 
he  appeared  and  plead  bodily  indisposition  as  his  reason, 
which  was  accepted,  He  was  again  cited  September  29th,  1807, 
for  the  same  fault  and  for  indifference  to  their  orders.  The 
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citation  was  repeated  with  greater  sliarpness  and  severity  on 
March  3d,  1808,  and  he  was  ordered  to  appear  at  the  next 
session  to  answer  the  charges  exhibited  against  him.  At 
the  fall  sessions,  October  3d,  “ Mr.  Foster,  being  called  to 
answer  to  the  several  specific  parts  of  such  charge,  was  heard 
in  each  in  his  own  defense  in  justification  for  supposed  neglect 
of  duty  as  stated  in  the  same,  and  his  reasons  were  such  as 
induced  the  Presbytery  to  acquit  him.  However,  Mr.  Foster 
unequivocally  denies  his  violation  of  his  own  word,  and 
promises,  as  stated  in  such  charges,  and  Presbytery,  without 
any  hesitation,  admit  that  such  charge  is  to  be  considered  as 
carrying  with  it  some  degree  of  harshness.”  [Minutes,  p.  102.] 
The  strictness  of  the  Presbytery  is  at  (he  same  time  shown 
by  the  citation  of  the  Rev.  Murdock  Muiphy  to  appear  per- 
• sonally  or  by  letter  at  the  next  stated  sessions  to  inform  them 
” of  the  reasons  of  his  former  non-attendance.” 

‘‘The  Rev.  John  Foster  continued  to  fulfil  the  ministerial 
duties,”  says  M.  P.  Mayes,  clerk  of  the  session  of  Salem 
Church,  ” until  the  time  he  left  us  and  removed  to  the  back 
country.  Our  church  was  now  vacant,  with  only  occasional 
I supplies.  Rev.  Mr.  Roxborough  gave  us  a sermon  or  two, 
and  perhaps  others.  In  September,  1802,  the  Rev.  George 
Gray  McWhorter  came  on  as  a missionary  from  some  one  of 
the  North  Carolina  Presbyteries,*  preached  to  us,  pleased  us, 
and  became  our  pastor,  without  any  Presbyterial  installation. 
On  September  2d,  1804.  the  Brick  Church  was  dedicated  by 
him,  and  two  elders — William  Wilson  and  Charles  Story — 
were  ordained.” 

There  is  one  error  in  this  statement.  Mr.  McWhorter  was 
a member  of  the  Old  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina,  organized 
in  1785.  He  was  ordained  pastor  of  Bethel  and  Beershcba 
in  5796;  was  one  of  the  original  members  of  the  First  Pres- 
bytery of  South  Carolina,  on  the  division  of  the  Old  Presby- 
tery, and  was  released  from  his  charge  of  Bethel  and  Beer- 
^ sheba  by  act  of  Presbytery,  September  29,  i8oi.  Salem  had 
67  communicants  in  1807. 


* Rather  from  the  First  Presbytery  of  Soutli  Carolina.  The  Old  Pres- 
bytery of  South  Carolina  was  set  olf  from  the  Presbytery  of  Orange  in 
1785.  On  the  6th  of  November,  1709,  it  was  divided  into  the  First  and 
Second  Presbyteries  of  South  Carolina,  the  waters  of  Broad  River  on 
their  way  to  the  Ocean  being  the  .southern  boundary  of  the  First  Pres- 
bytery. 
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Concord  Church,  Sumter  District,  was  organized  by 
Rev.  George  G.  McWhorter  about  1808  or  1809.  while  he 
acted  as  pastor  of  Salem  Church.  It  is  about  eight  triiles 
from  Sumterville.  on  the  road  to  Kingstree  and  Georgetown. 
The  Pre.sbytery  to  which  the  Rev.  Mr.  McWhorter  at  that 
time  belonged  was  known  as  the  First  Presbytery  of  South 
Carolina,  the  original  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina  having 
been  divided  in  1799  inco  the  First,  and  Second  Presbyteries 
of  South  Carolina. 

Newhope. — This  was  a church  gathered,  we  believe,  by 
the  labors  of  the  Rev.  John  Cousar  while  yet  a licentiate.  A 
call  was  presented  to  him  through  the  Presbytery  on  the  29th 
of  September.  1803.  “ The  First  Presbytery  of  South  Caro- 

lina held  its  ninth  regular  session  at  this  church.  And  on 
the  ipth  of  March,  1804,  during  the  session,  the  Rev.  Geo. 
G.  McWhorter  preached  an  ordination  sermon  from  Jeremiah 
I : VII.,  last  clause,  ‘ For  thou  shalt  go  to  ail  that  I shall  send 
thee,  and  whatsoever  I shall  command  thee  thou  shalt  speak  ;’ 
after  which  Mr.  John  Cousar  was,  by  prayer  and  the  imposi- 
tion of  hands  of  the  Presbytery,  solemnly  ordained  and  set 
apart  to  the  exercise  ot  the  whole  of  the  gospel  ministry,  and 
installed  oastor  of  the  congregation  of  Newhope.  A suitable 
charge  was  then  given  by  Mr.  Walker,  after  which  Mr.  Cousar 
took  his  seat  in  Presbytery.”  [Minutes,  p.  60.]  Newhope 
had  21  communing  members  in  1805.  It  ‘'.ad  23  in  1809,  and 
10  infants  were  baptized  that  year.  Mr.  Cousar  was  dismissed 
from  Newhope,  and  the  church  declared  vacant,  April  5,  181 1. 
[Minutes  of  Harmony  Presbytery,  p.  28.] 

Midway  is  another  church  over  which  Rev.  Mr.  Cousar 
presided.  It  is  named  in  the  Assembly’s  Minutes  in  1808, 
and  had  twelve  communing  members  in  1809,  when  the 
Lora’s  Supper  was  administered  among  them  for  the  first 
time.  An  account  which  we  have  received  of  it  is  as  follows: 
“ Sometime  in  September,  1801,  the  following  named  gentle- 
men, John  Witherspoon,  John  Witherspoon,  Jr.,  R.  Archibald 
Knox,  William  McIntosh,  Thomas  Rose,  Sr.,  Daniel  Epps, 
John  McFaddin,  Thomas  McFaddin,  and  Samuel  Fleming, 
met  at  the  house  of  Mrs.  Mary  Conyers  to  deliberate  as  to 
the  propriety  of  organizing  a Presbyterian  Church  in  the  com- 
munity. The  result  was  favorable  to  such  an  organization. 
No  documents  are  accessible  informing  us  who  organized  ihe 
church.  We  only  know  that  a church  was  organized,  and 


■hui  t J«  W:!#' .•>J<i  ivaJi  >.l»  /WriW'' 

,;)r  1..  .lif^  >■ '‘if, ^o  jjBm’&i'V'i  « '"''^jit'ifA  ' ' “S'"' 

■ ■' 


hp j.i  1, b<  * ( uih  iu  1^1  (»Sj :)■;,%  I, ((rf'i 

• i,.Ymm,  .„i,  ^..<•,,ai,.,,,,■.^,;^  „,,,..  ; .i  i.ivi  '.T”  :V"«^ 


('.'■-  t ‘ ■''"f"';’  :’f)Mi^«Ioa  ,»^3JV*di‘-l  .,,((,  )y‘»b(,sa:%d<)if'  ^ 
<"  JW  'fol4w  ,,te^f*  ,M  yd  „,»viH  ««rr«w: 

,po»V.  ' fM.  ' r '■  r ' I j-' ' ' ;'■ /' 

f -|....(>  :,k  .',«>t,jmt, 

♦ ’A  i * '/  •/  {;1jV  . iflii*  Yi^iV'  ,»/%«LO  r.r.  1*1-  J.  *i  A 'I*  ' ^ • ' ■ ' . 


»,.ii  1 .1^  .vr4  ia(t(<,.,;.vr,  rtjtoris  ty.lioo*  »i  VAW<itM 


y,n„  .„  : I ' vjUJW'Ujij;'  fjf  YAV/(ttM''  ^ 

■■V^O)/ut'  'Ctl  ii  :,,-h 


1800-1810.] 


COLUMBIA. 


77 


that  the  two  Witherspoons,  aboved  named,  and  Archibald 
Knox  were  its  first  elders.  A plain  building,  costing  no  more 
than  ,$180,  was  first  erected  On  November  loth,  1802,  tlie 
building  was  completed,  and  called  Midway,  because  it  was 
half-way  between  Salem  (Black  River)  and  Williamsburg 
Churches.  The  Rev.  G.  G.  McWhorter,  pastor  of  the  Salem 
Church,  on  invitation,  gave  onc-fourth  of  his  time  to  the  new 
church.  He  preached  his  first  sermon  in  Midway  October 
22d,  1803,  and  continued  to  supply  the  church  till  January  i, 
1809.  The  Rev.  John  Cousar,  in  March,  1809,  gave  to  this 
church  one-half  his  time,  and  to  Bruington  the  other  half. 

[Ephesus]  Church  or  Congregation. — On  the  i8th  of 
March,  1803,  “a  supplication  ” was  received  “from  a people 
on  Tomb’s  (Tom’s)  Creek,  in  Richland  District,  requesting 
that  they  may  be  enrolled  on  our  minutes  and  be  known  by 
the  name  of  Ephesus,  and  be  appointed  supplies.”  [Minutes 
of  First  Presbytery,  p.  48.]  This  request  was  doubtless  attend- 
ed to  by  the  Committee  on  Supplies.  The  appointments  for 
general  supplies  are  recorded  but  five  times  during  this  de- 
cade. Samuel  W.  Yongue  supplied  it  by  appointment  three 
of  these  times.  The  neighborhood  is  about  twenty  or  twenty- 
five  miles  from  Columbia,  in  the  Fork  ” of  the  Wateree  and 
Congaree,  where  now  a different  denomination  prevails. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

COLUMBIA  — MR.  DUNLAP. 

1800—1810. 

Columbia  Church. — The  death  of  the  Rev.  David  Ellison 
Dunlap  occurred,  as  we  have  seen  (Vol.  I,  p.  596),  on  the 
lOth  of  September,  1804,  his  wife  and  he  dying  on  the  same 
day,  and  being  interred  in  the  same  grave. f We  learn 

t Mr.  Dunlap  was  licensed  April  16th,  1793.  was  appointed,  Sep- 
tember 25th,  to  preach  at  James’  Island.  John’s  Island  and  Wadmalaw, 
Fishing  Creek,  Ebenezer,  Bethel,  N.  Pacolet,  Milford  and  Nazareth,  each 
one  Sabbath,  and  a^'  Lebanon,  two.  From  Lebanon  he  received  a call- 
in  April,  1794,  he  was  ordered  to  preach  at  .John’s  Island  and  Wadma- 
law, Dorchester,  Bethel,  Lebanon,  Fishing  Oeek  and  Nazareth,  each 
one  Sabbath,  at  Columbia  four,  and  the  rest  at  discretion.  He  was  called 
to  Columbia  September  23d,  1794,  and  was  ordained  and  installed  June 
4th,  1795,  the  Presbytery  meeting  in  the  State  House,  where  his  ordina- 
tion took  place.  (See  Vol.  I,  p.  .595.) 
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nothing  more  of  the  conorregation  to  which  he  ministered 
until  i8io.  It  is  not  mentioned  among  the  churches  of  the 
first  Presbytery  (either  as  vacant  or  otherwise),  in  the  report 
made  by  this  Presbytery  to  the  General  Assembly  in  1808. 
There  are  two  conjectures  : one  that  it  was  never  fully  organ- 
ized under  Mr.  Dunlap  ; another,  that  it  had  become  wholly 
disintegrated  as  a church  after  his  death.  In  the  Act  of  the 
Legislature,  passed  December  19th,  1801.  Rev.  D.  E.  Dunlap, 
Rev.  John  Brown,  and  Rev.  Samuel  W.  Yongue.  and  Thomas 
Taylor,  one  of  the  first  elders  of  the  Columbia  Church,  were 
named  among  the  Trustees  of  the  College  of  South  Carolina, 
at  that  time  founded.  There  were  no  other  clerical  members 
named.  It  may  be  that  this  denomination  was,  at  this  time, 
and  had  been  before,  more  than  any  other,  devoted  to  the 
education  of  our  youth.  Mr.  Dunlap  was  present  at  the  first 
meeting  of  the  Trustees,  at  the  house  of  the  Governor,  on  the 
1 2th  of  February,  in  the  City  of  Charleston.  At  this  meeting, 
the  Rev.  Jonathan  Maxy,  former  President  of  Brown  Uni- 
versity, and  then  President  of  Union  College,  was  elected 
President  of  the  College  of  the  State,  and  the  Rev.  Robert 
Wilson,  then  Pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Long 
Cane,  was  chosen  the  first  Professor  of  Languages,  an  office 
which  he  did  not  accept,  though  afterwards  he  became  Presi- 
dent of  the  Univeriiity  of  Ohio.  Rev.  Joseph  Caldwell  was 
elected  Professor  of  Mathematics  and  Natural  Philosophy  in 
1 805, but  declined  the  appointment.  The  election  of  the  Rev. 
John  Brown  to  the  Professorship  of  Logic  and  Moral  Philoso- 
phy in  South  Carolina  College,  April  25th,  1809.  was  con- 
nected with  the  j'enaissance,  or  with  the  regular  ecclesiastical 
organization  of  the  Church  in  Columbia.  The  early  history 
of  Rev.  (afterwards  Dr  ) John  Brown  we  have  briefly  given  in 
our  first  volume,  p.  616.  He  removed  to  Columbia  in  the 
early  fall  of  the  same  year,  and  the  religious  interests  of  the 
Presbyterians  in  this  couTmunity,  and  those  favorable  to  their 
doctrines  and  discipline,  engaged  his  attention. 

We  were  greatly  in  error  in  saying,  in  our  first  volume, 
that  he  was  born  in  “ Chester  District.”  It  appears  that  he 
was  born  in  Ireland,  in  Antrim  Co.,  on  the  15th  of  June, 
1763.  His  father,  who  was  not  blessed  with  the  wealth  of 
this  world,  with  many  others,  availed  himself  of  the  “ King’s 
bounty,”  as  it  was  called,  by  which  he  obtained  a free  passage 
to  America,  and  a title  to  160  acres  of  land  in  one  of  the 
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Carolina'^.  He  chose  hi.s  location  in  Chester  District,  S.  C., 
and  lived  to  see  his  son  John  a distinguished  minister  of  the 
Gospel.  We  have  there  spoken  of  the  limited  period  of  his 
school  education,  in  all,  but  eighteen  months,  during  a part 
of  which  time  he  was  a schoolmate  of  Andrew  Jackson.  At 
the  age'  of  sixteen,  as  we  have  there  said,  he  exchanged  the 
groves  of  the  academy  for  the -bustle  of  the  camp,  and  fought, 
under  General  Sumter,  the  battles  of  his  country.  Having 
improved  his  mind  by  private  stud)'-,  he  put  himself  under 
the  instruction  of  Dr.  S.  E.  McCorkle,  of  Salisbury,  N.  C., 
and  was  licensed  by  the  Presbytery  of  Concord  in  1788. 
After  this  he  was  engaged  in  teaching,  became  pastor  of  the 
Waxhaw  Church, and  remained  as  such  for  some  ten  vears. 
At  the  time  of  his  election  to  the  Professorship  in  South 
Carolina  College,  he  had  given  up  the  pastorship  of  Waxhaw. 
and  had  resorted  again  to  his  favorite  employment  as  a teacher. 

Bethesda,  of  Camden. — Of  the  settlement  of  the  town  of 
Camden  we  have  written,  Vol.  I,  pp.  495-497.  We  have 
mentioned  (p.  598)  the  statement  of  Mills — that  there  was 
a Presbyterian  house  of  worship  there  before  tiie  Revo- 
lution. We  did  not  mention  the  statement  of  Rev.  Dr.  P'ur- 
man  (Appendix  No.  VII  to  Ramsay’s  History)  that  the  Pres- 
byterian house  of  worship  was  burnt  by  the  British.  The  in- 
scription on  the  tombstone  of  Miss  Smith,  referring  to  her 
legacy,  is  spoken  of  (p.  497),  as  is  also  the  ordination  of  Mr. 
Adams,  of  Massachusetts,  for  Camden,  and  the  preaching  of 
Mr.  Logue.  But  whatever  outward  demonstration  of  Presby- 
terianism there  may  have  been,  it  seems  to  have  disappeared. 

During  the  year  1804,  a number  of  gentlemen  united 
in  the  laudable  effort  of  building  a Presbyterian  Church  on  the 
site  assigned  by  the  founder  of  Camden  for  that  purpose,  and 
having  finished  the  undertaking  by  voluntary  subscription, 
the  first  act  on  record  is  the  following,  dated  12th  July,  1803, 
viz  : 

1st.  Resolved,  That  the  Societ)^,  for  the  purpose  of  inducing 
the  Rev.  Andrew  Flinn  to  settle  in  Camden  as  the  regular 
pastor  of  the  congregation,  will  guarantee  to  him  the  sum 
of  eight  hundred  dollars  a year  during  his  continuance 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  pastor. 

2d.  Resolved,  That  if  the  assessment  on  the  pews  should 
not  be  sufficient  to  raise  the  above  sum  of  eight  hundred  dol- 
lars,  a subscription  be  opened  to  make  up  the  balance. 
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3d.  Resolved,  That  the  persons  whose  names  are  hereunto 
subscribed  agree  to  carry  the  above  resolutions  into  effect, 
and  secure  the  above  guarantee. 

Signed — Isaac  Alexander,  Isaac  Dubose,  VVm.  Lang,  Joseph 
Brevard,  Z iclc  C intey,  John  Kershaw,  Abram  Blanding, 
John  Adamson,  Jas.  Clark.  John  McCaa.  Ben  Carter,  VVm. 
Parker,  Jas.  Mickle,  John  Kirkpatrick,  Francis  S.  Lee,  Sarnl. 
Bread,  Jonathan  Eccles,  Henry  H.  Dickinson,  Dank  Rose, 
William  Huthison,  James  Young,  John  Trent,  J.  D Deveaux, 
Thomas  Wilson,  James  W.  Ker,  William  Cloud,  Jos. 
H.  Howell,  Reuben  Arthur,  Alexander  Mathison,  Wylie 
Dangham. 

At  a meeting  held  the  6th  Jul}^,  1805  of  the  Presbyterian 
congregation,  at  the  Court  House,  Camden,  Dr.  Isaac  Alex- 
ander was  appointed  Chairman,  and  Abram  Blanding,  Secre- 
tary. The  names  above  enrolled  being  all  present. 

Resolved,  That  the  congregation  for  the  purpose  of  secur- 
ing the  services  of  the  Rev.  Andrew  Flinn,  do  hereby  guar- 
antee to  him  the  sum  of  eight  hundred  dollars  per  annum 
during  his  continuance  to  discharge  the  duties  of  pastor. 

The  Rev.  Andrew  Flinn,  having  accepted  the  call  from  the 
Church,  entered  upon  the  duties  of  the  office  on  the  ist  of 
January,  1806. 

At  a meeting  of  the  congregation  held  at  the  church  on 
the  20th  of  PYbruarv,  1806,  an  election  for  Ruling  Elders 
was  held,  when  the  following  persons  were  duly  elected , viz: 

Isaac  Alexander,  William  Lang,  John  Kirkpatrick,  William 
Ancrum,  James  S.  Murray. 

Mr.  William  Ancrum  having  declined  to  act  as  Elder,  Mr. 
Zebulon  Rudolph  was  elected  in  his  room. 

Meanwhile  Rev.  Mr.  (afterwards  Dr.)  Flinn,  at  the  meeting 
of  the  First  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina,  held  at  Zion 
Church  (Winnsboro’)  on  the  i itli  of  March,  1806,  presented  a 
certificate  of  dismission  from  the  Presbytery  of  Orange,  by 
which  he  was  licensed  and  ordained  and  was  received  as  a 
member  in  connection  with  that  Presbytery.  At  the  same 
time  “ the  Rev.  Duncan  Brown  in  behalf  of  a people  in  the 
town  of  Camden  and  its  vicinity,  petitioned  that  the  said 
people  may  be  taken  under  the  care  of  this  Presbytery,  be 
known  by  the  name  of  Bethesda  of  Camden,  and  receive  sup- 
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plies.”  The  prayer  of  their  petitioner  was  granted.  Presbytery 
on  the  next  day  appointed  the  Rev.  Andrew  Flinn  ‘‘staled  sup- 
ply at  Bethesda  of  Camden  until  their  next  meeting,  and  that  he 
attend  to  the  organization  of  that  society.”  At  their  next  session 
at  Bethel,  York,  September  30  a^d  October  i.  M'r.  P'linn  re- 
ported that  he  had  acted  as  stated  supply,  and  had  effected 
the  organization  of  the  Society  as  he  had  been  directed.  At 
their  next  meeting,  March  4th  and  5th,  1807,  the  call  from 
Camden  was  presented  to  Presbytery,  placed  in  his  hands, 
and  by  him  accepted,  and  the  Rev.  William  C.  Davis  was 
appointed  to  embrace  the  earliest  opportunity  to  install  Mr. 
Flinn  as  pastor  of  the  congregation.  The  first  of  these  dates 
are  from  the  MS.  account  of  the  church  by  the  venerable  Jas. 
K.  Douglas,  written  late  in  1852;  the  last  is  from  the  minutes 
of  Presbytery. 

ANDREW  FLINN,  D.  D., 

The  Rev.  Andrew  Flinn  was  born  in  Maryland  in  1773. 
His  parents  removed  to  Mecklenburg  County,  N.  C.,  when 
he  was  little  more  than  a year  old.  When  he  was  twelve 
years  of  age  his  fither  died,  leaving  his  widowed  motner  with 
si.x  small  children,  and  with  stinted  means.  The  extraordi- 
nary promise  of  his  youth  induced  certain  of  his  friends  to 
encourage  him  to  pursue  a life  of  study,  and  to  aid  him  in  its 
prosecution.  He  prepared  for  the  University  of  North  Caro- 
lina under  the  instruction  of  Rev.  Dr.  James  Hall  and  some 
others,  where  he  graduated  with  distinction  in  1799.  He  was 
licensed  to  preach  by  the  Presbytery  of  Orange  some  time  in 
1800,  and  his  first  pulpit  efforts  excited  iireaf  attention.  Hav- 
ing preached  at  Hillsborough  and  some  other  places,  he 
accepted  in  January,  1803.  an  invitation  to  supply  the  pulpit 
in  Fayetteville,  vacated  by  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Robinson, 
where  lie  was  ordained  in  the  month  of  June  and  installed  as 
pastor.  The  labor  of  teaching,  which  he  was  obliged  to  add 
to  those  of  the  pulpit,  proving  too  oppressive,  he  felt  himself 
obliged  to  resign  his  charge  and  accept  the  invitation  to  Cam- 
den. He  remained  here  till  1809,  when  his  pastoral  relation 
with  the  congregation  of  Bethesda  of  Camden  was  dissolved. 
A temporary  arrangement  for  the  supply  of  the  pulpit  was 
made  with  the  Rev.  W.  Brantly,  until  a regular  pastor  could 
be  procured.  On  the  i6th  of  October,  1809,  the  Rev.  B.  R. 
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ZION  CHURCH,  WINNSBORO. 


[1800-1810. 


Montgomery  was  called,  with  a salary  of  ;^6oo.  Bethesda,  of 
Camden,  was  reported  as  having  thirty-three  communicants 
in  September,  1809. 

As  our  thoughts  turn  towards  the  Zion  Church  they  pause 
for  a moment  on  the  locality  of  the  German  Reformed  Pres- 
byterian Church  on  Cedar  Creek,  and  to  the  name  of  Du- 
bard,  its  preacher,  at  the  period  of  the  revolution.  The  organ- 
ization has  long  since  passed  away,  and  been  superseded  by 
one  of  another  denomination,  but  the  name  of  the  ancient 
minister  still  remains,  and  was  borne  by  A.  F.  Dubard,  a 
Christian  man  of  many  virtues,  well  known  and  much  appre- 
ciated. who  was  killed  a few  months  since,  in  these  times  of 
misrule,  by  an  assassin’s  hand  as  he  was  quietly  returning  in 
the  evening  on  the  public  highway,  from  the  town  of  Colum- 
bia lo  his  own  dwelling. 

Zion  Church  (Winnsboro’)  had  applied  to  be-  received 
under  the  care  of  the  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina  in  Octo- 
ber, 1799. 

It  had  been  agreed  at  the  fall  meeting  of  the  Presbytery 
in  1798,  that  the  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina  should  be 
divided,  and  that  Broad  River,  in  its  whole  course  to  the 
Ocean,  should  be  the  dividing  line  between  the  two  bodies 
thus  constituted.  The  Synod  of  the  Carolinas  was  to  act  on 
this  proposition,  at  its  impending  meeting  at  Hopewell  Church 
on  tne  31st  of  October,  1799.  This  division  was  effected. 
The  members  on  the  northeast  side  of  the  river  constituted 
the  First  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina^  and  the  members  on 
the  southwest  side  were  to  be  known  as  the  Second  Presbytery 
of  South  Carolina.  This  action  was  taken  by  the  Synod  of 
the  Carolinas,  and  The  First  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina  held 
its  first  session,  as  directed,  at  Bullock’s  Creek  [alias  Dan)  on 
the  7th  of  February,  1800.  At  its  second  meeting,  at  Unity 
Church,  on  the  29th  of  September,  1800,  Zion  Church  re- 
newed its  petition  for  supplies.  These  occasional  supplies, 
the  first  of  whom  is  said  to  have  been  the  Rev.  Robt.  McCul- 
loch, it  was  privileged  to  enjoy,  and  the  administration  of 
baptism  to  their  children.  Their  next  supply  was  the  Rev, 
John  Foster,  who  had  been  called  in  March,  i8oi,  from  Salem 
Church,  Black  River,  to  the  Presidency  of  Mount  Zion  Col- 
lege. He  was  employed  to  preach  to  them  a part  of  his  time, 
and  this  arrangement  continued  during  the  two  years  of  his 
presidency. 
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On  the  27th  of  September,  1805,  a letter  was  laid  before  the 
First  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina,  at  its  session  at  Richardson 
Church,  endorsing  a ca'l  from  the  congregation  of  Zion  Church, 
for  the  pastoral  services  of  George  Reid,  a licentiate  under  the 
care  of  the  Presbytery.  The  confidence  of  the  Presbytery  in 
the  ability  of  this  young  nian  in  matters  of  business,  is  mani- 
fested by  their  electing  him  their  treasurer  on  the  resignation 
of  his  pi  edecessor  in  that  office  (Minutes,  p.  43,  72).*  The 
call,  on  the  next  day,  was  put  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Reid, 
and  by  him  accepted  ; but  it  appeared  by  an  accompanying 
letter  that  the  congregation  had  elected  elders  who  were 
willing  to  serve,  but  had  never  been  ordained.  The  Rev. 
Samuel  B.  Young,  of  Lebanon  Church,  was  appointed  to  or- 
dain and  install  them  in  their  office  before  the  next  regular 
meeting  of  Presbytery,  which  it  was  agreed  should  be  held  at 
Zion  Church,  Winnsboro’.  The  ordination  of  the  elders  took 
place  according  to  appointment,  and  was  duly  reported. 
(Minutes,  p.  79.)  . 

These  transactions  occurred  on  the  28th  of  September, 
1805,  at  a meeting  held  at  Richardson  Church.  The  next 
regular  session  of  Presbytery  was  held  at  Zion  (Winnsboro’) 
on  the  iith  of  March,  1806,  and  on  the  13th,  Mr.  Reid  was 
ordained  “ to  the  whole  of  the  Gospel  ministry,  the  ordination 
sermon  being  preached  in  the  college  by  the  Rev.  John  B. 
Davies,  from  i Thess.,  ii  : 4,  and  after  the  rite  of  ordination 
was  performed,  a suitable  and  pathetic  charge  was  addressed 
to  Mr.  Reid  and  the  congregation  by  the  Rev.  Andrew 
Flinn.”  (Minutes  of  First  Presbytery,  p 79.)  In  June,  the 
sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  was  dispensed  to  this  Church 
for  the  first  time.  Twenty-seven  communicants  and  two 
elders  united  in  celebrating  the  sufferings  and  death  of  their 
Lord  and  Saviour.f  In  1807  (heir  pastor  left  them.”  (MS. 

* A two-fold  delegation  waited  ujioii  Mr.  Reid,  at  this  time,  of  men 
lield  in  high  esteem,  one  in  behalf  of  the  iMonnt  Zion  Society,  which 
had  elected  him  President  of  the  College,  and  one  in  behalf  of  the  con- 
gregation, expecting,  between  the  two  otHces.  to  secure  to  him  a com- 
petent support.  At  that  time  there  was  no  division  in  the  community, 
all  apparently  favoring  the  Presb.vterian  faith  and  order. 

t The  communion  was  held  in  an  outbuilding  in  Mr.  Creighton 
Buchannan’s  yard  (afterwards  Mr.  McMaster’s),  and  was  an  occasion  of 
great  joy  to  the  Church.  Measures  had  already  been  inaugurated  for 
the  constructing  of  a church  edihce  ; a suitable  lot  had  been  given  as 
its  site  by  I\Iaj.  Thomas  Means.  The  corner-stone  was  laid  in  1809,  but 
the  fhurch  was  not  finished  until  1811.  The  Court  House  was  the  or- 
dinary place  of  public  worship. 
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84  LEBANON  CHURCH,  FAIRFIELD. 

H ist.  Session  Book.)  The  record  in  the  Presbyterial  Minutes 
dates  the  dissolution  of  the  pastoral  connection  by  act  of 
Presbytery,  on  September  29th,  1807.  (Minutes,  p.  90.  of  First 
Presbytery  of  South  Carolina.)  At  the  same  time,  M r.  Reid 
applied  for  leave  to  travel  out  of  the  bounds  of  Presb\  tery  for 
six  months,  which  leave  was  gi'anted.  and  Mr.  Reid  and  Mr. 
Stephenson,  who  had  obtained  leave  for  one  }'ear.  were  furnished 
with  certificates  of  their  standing.  The  Zion  Church  was  de- 
clared vacant,  and  John  Foster  was  twice  appointed  by  Presby- 
tery to  supply  it.  Mr.  Reid  appears  to  have  returned  from  his 
travels  after  a brief  absence,  and  to  have  resumed  nearly  his 
former  position  in  the  community.  The  congregation  were 
satisfied  with  him  as  a preacher,  and  those  who  had  children 
and  relatives  in  college,  and  the  students  themselves,  recog- 
nized his  abilities  as  a teacher.  The  Society  in  Charleston, 
however,  withdrew  their  countenance  from  him.  For  a 
season  he  continued  to  teach  on  his  owm  account  in  the  col- 
lege, until  notice  was  served  upon  him  that  another  pro- 
fessor would  be  appointed.  The  trustees  in  Winnsboro’ 
recommended  Rev.  John  Foster,  who  was  ap[)ointed  a 
second  time  as  principal  in  the  school.  The  congregation, 
however,  or  the  large  majority  of  them,  desired  him  to  con- 
tinue, both  as  their  pastor  and  the  teacher  of  their  children. 
As  soon  as  it  became  necessary  to  give  place  to  Mr.  PAster 
in  the  college  building,  other  and  desirable  quarters  were 
procured  for  him,  and  he  continued  his  usual  labors  in  both 
capacities  through  the  remainder  of  this  decade.  During  the 
entire  period  of  Mr.  Reid’s  ministry,  the  general  interests  of 
religion  prospered. 

Mount  Zion  Congregation  was  incorporated  by  the  Legis- 
lature December  20th,  1810.  (Statutes,  Vol.  VII,  p.  258.) 
An  earlier  incorporation  had  been  made  March  19th,  1778. 
(7AV,  p.  139.)  _ 

The  Elders  in  Zion  CluircJi  : James  Beaty,  elected  in  1805, 

had  been  an  elder  in  Mt.  Olivet  Church  ; John  Porter,  elected 
in  1808,  an  elder  elsewhere  before;  Wm.  McCreight,  elected 
in  1 808,  installed  January  15,  1809,  had  been  an  elder  in 
Lebanon  Church,  Jackson’s  Creek. 

Lebanon  Church  (Jackson’s  Creek)  ILmreield  was  minis- 
tered to  by  Rev.  Samuel  Yongue,  during  this  decade.  We 
have  been  able  to  learn  but  a few  facts  pertaining  to  its  his- 
tory. The  two  congregations  of  Lebanon  and  Mt.  Olivet 
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remained  united  under  his  pastoral  care.  (See  vol.  i,  p.  599.) 
Mr.  Yon'^ue’s  compensation  from  his  churches  was  small,  as 
it  was  wont  to  be  at  that  time,  and  alas,  still  is  with  ministers, 
his  family  was  increasing,  and  he  sought  and  obtained  the 
offices  of  Cleric  of  Court  and  Ordinary,  who-ie  duties,  with  the 
assistance  of  his  family,  he  continued  for  a len'^th  of  time  to 
perform,  and  which  enabled  him  to  live  in  spite  of  the  small 
compensation  for  ministerial  services  he  received.  His  ab- 
sence from  the  meetings  of  Presbytery  were,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, quite  frequent.  In  reference  to  cases  of  this 
kind  the  Presbytery  exhibited  great  solicitude,  as  it  was 
faithful  also  in  other  cases  in  watching  over  the  conduct  of 
its  members.  On  tlie  7th  of  October,  1807,  we  find  the  fol- 
lowing action  recorded  : Whereas  the  Synod  of  the  Caro- 

linas  at  their  last  sessions,  in  consequence  of  an  overture 
introduced  through  the  Committee  of  Overtures,  requesting 
their  opinion  respecting  the  propriety  of  ministers  of  the 
Gospel  accepting  and  holding  civil  offices  winch  divert  their 
attention  from  their  ministerial  duty  and  bring  reproach  upon 
the  sacred  ministry,  have  ex()ressed  their  disapprobation  of 
such  conduct  and  passed  a resolution  requiring  those  Pres- 
byteries where  such  instances  are  to  be  found,  to  adopt  the 
most  effectual  measures  to  induce  such  ministers  to  lay  aside 
such  offices  and  devote  themselves  wholly  to  their  ministerial 
duties.  Therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Samuel  W.  Yongue  and  the  Rev. 
VVilliam  G.  Rosborough  be  cited  to  appear  at  our  ne.xt  sessions, 
that  the  Presbytery  may  enter  into  a conference  with  them 
with  respect  to  the  inconsistency  of  their  continuing  in  those 
offices  which  they  respectively  hold. 

Ordered  that  the  clerk  furnish  each  of  those  members 
before  mentioned  with  a copy  of  this  minute,  accompanied 
with  a citation  to  appear  at  our  ne.xt  sessions. 

At  their  next  session,  held  at  Bethel  Church,  “ the  Presby- 
tery entered  into  a free  conversation  with  the  Rev.  Messrs. 
Yongue  and  Rosborough,  and,  after  some  time  spent  on  the 
business, 

“ Resolved,  That  the  matter,  as  a general  question  of  disci- 
pline, be  referred  to  the  General  Assembly  for  their  decision. 


• ■) '.  / ' Vr-' ’jiuc")  >0'^ 

«t,,  ..  ,,.|y* ,,;  ,,;i:oi  „,i,i.:i,„d,„^ 

»■  ■■-'  _ , -,;wni>:H  Sri  i'sajv  >-,«  taTSft.'nai*.  wt'  tSijkfn-^twr 


■^<'I‘I  > »ilT'oTo}S->^  m M 

■ 1.U  .an,  Iw  :tiv 

ri  >|»«»(>r.  /vv  ,i,v0  1o  a»)3,',r,«,pt)  6,1,  ri.^6,.,,K«  ibS 


ni; 


■ ■ I vyW  'V'' 


86 


MT.  0LIVJ:T HOREB 
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“ The  question  is  in  the  words  following  ; ‘ Is  it  inconsistent 

with  the  discipline  of  the  Presbyterian  Cliurch  in  the  United 
States  of  America  that  ministers  of  the  Gospel  hold  any  civil 
office  under  our  civil  Government?’  ” 

The  Rev.  William  C.  Davis,  who  represented  the  Presby- 
tery in  1808,  reported  that  the  General  Assembly  answered 
this  question  “ in  the  negative,  i.  e.,  that  it  is  not  inconsistent.” 
(Minutes  of  the  First  Presbyter)'  of  South  Carolina,  pp.  85,  88, 
103.)  The  direct  action  on  this  case  was  to  reaffirm  the  decision 
of  the  Assembly,  in  1806,  in  the  case  of  Rev.  Boyd  Mercer,  of 
Ohio  (who,  being  too  infirm  in  health  to  discharge  the  regular 
duties  of  the  ministry,  devoted  himself  to  the  functions  of  an 
Associate  Judge),  that  “there  is  nothing. in  the  Scriptures,  or 
in  the  Constitution,  acts,  or  proceedings  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  these  United  States  expressly  prohibitory  of  such 
union  of  office.”  That  decision,  however,  is  accompanied 
with  a caution  to  the  clergy  ‘^against  worldly-minded- 
ness,” exhorts  thetn  not  to  aspire  after  places  of  emolument 
or  civil  distinction ; ” reminds  them  “ that  the  care  of  souls 
is  their  peculiar  business,  and  they  who  serve  at  the  altar 
ought,  as  far  as  possible,  to  avoid  temporal  avocations.” 
(Minutes  1806,  p.  363  ; 1808,  p.  399;  Baird’s  Digest,  p.  69.) 
Lebanon  Church  reported  120  members  in  1810. 

Mt.  Olivet. — This  Society,  which  haa  usually  been  called, 
from  the  stream  near  which  it  stood,  the  Wateree  Church 
AND  Congregation,  requested  Presbytery  (the  First  Presby- 
tery of  South  Carolina)  at  the  fall  meeting  in  the  year  1800,  that 
it,  in  future,  should  be  known  on  the  Minutes  by  the  name  of 
Mount  Olivet.  It  was  a portion  of  the  charge  of  Rev.  Samuel 
Whorter  Yongue.  He  was  licensed  April  i6th,  1793,  and 
supplied  this  congregation  some  two  or  three  years.  He 
received  a cal!  to  this  charge  in  conjunction  with  Lebanon, 
and  was  ordained  in  February,  1796,  and  became  pastor  here 
in  1798.  The  salary  voted  him,  October,  1799,  was 
sterling  for  half  his  time.  The  full  organization  of  the  con- 
gregation, as  indicated  by  the  rules  adopted  by  it,  was  in  the 
year  1796.  The  first  house  of  worship  was  a frame  building, 
which  served  the  uses  of  the  ' congregation  for  about  forty 
years. 

Horeb  Church. — This  church  was  formed,  according  to 
the  recollection  of  the  oldest  member  of  the  congregation 
who  was  living  in  1850,  about  the  fime  Mr.  McCaule  resigned 
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the  Presidency  of  Mt.  Zion  College  and  the  charge  of  Jack- 
son’s  Creek;  f.  about  1791  or  1792.  Its  first  elders,  ac- 
cording to  her  recollection,  were  James  Brown,  on’e  by  the 
name  of  Boyd,  and  another,  name  not  remembered.  It  is 
near  Crooked  Run,  a tributary  to  Cedar  Creek,  and  affluent 
of  Broad  River,  and  was  first  known  on  the  Minutes  of  the 
Presbytery  by  the  name  of  the  stream.  “ Crooked  Run.”  It 
requested,  on  the  8th  of  P'ebruary,  1800,  that  it  should  be 
known  by  the  name  Horeb,  and  should  receive  supplies.  It 
presented,  through  Presbytery,  a call. to  Wm.  G.  Rosborough 
for  his  services,  September  30,  i8o3,  simultaneously  with 
Concord  Church.  On  the  4th  of  February,  i8o[,  Mr.  Ros- 
borough was  ordained  by  the  First  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina 
(then  holding  its  third  session  at  Horeb),  as  pastor  of  the  united 
congregations  of  Concord  and  Horeb,  Rev.  John  B.  Davies 
preaching  the  sermon  from  2d  Cor.,  iv.,  5.  Rev.  Robt.  B. 
Walker  presided,  and  gave  the  charge  to  the  pastor  and 
people.  On  the  13th  of  March,  i8o5,  Mr.  Rosborough  was 
released  from  his  pastorate  here,  and  the  church  declared 
vacant.  The  church  was  often  called  by  the  name  of  its  first 
settled  pastor,  and  is  so  named  in  Mills’  atlas  and  map  of  the 
State.  It  was  now  dependent  for  some  time  on  occasional 
supplies.  Horeb  Church  is  about  eight  miles  south  from 
Win  nsboro. 

Concord  Church  is  about  ten  miles  from  Winnsboro’,  and 
was,  as  we  have  seen,  united  with  Horeb  under  Mr.  Ros- 
borough, in  the  same  pastoral  charge.  He  retained  the  pas- 
torship of  Concord  until  his  death. 

Aimwell  Church  (on  Cedar  Creek)  is  about  eight  miles 
west  of  Winnsboro’.  It  was  received  under  the  care  of  the 
old  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina,  October  25,  1799,  just 
before  its  division  into  the  First  and  Second  Presbyteries. 
The  first  church  edifice  seems  to  have  been  built  about  1799, 
on  land  given  by  Francis  Robinson  the  year  previous.  John 
Rosborough  was  the  first  elder.  About  two  years  elapsed, 
when  Wm.  Robinson  was  ordained  as  elder.  Rev.  George 
Reid,  who  was  ordained  as  pastor  of  Zion  Church,  Winns- 
boro’, and  was  principal  of  Mount  Zion  College,  preached  to 
this  church  for  about  7 years  before  he  removed  to  Camden. 
If  this  were  the  case,  Mr.  Reid’s  ministry  must  have  com- 
menced here  in  about  1802,  and  while  he  was  yet  a licentiate. 
The  church  consisted,  it  is  supposed,  in  Mr.  Reid’s  time,  of 
about  thirty  members. 
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The  church  of  Beaver  Creek  is  situated  on  the  stream  so 
called,  about  2 I or  22  miles  a little  west  of  north  from  Cam- 
den. The  Rev.  Robert  McCulloch  had  been  di.smissed  by 
the  Presbytery  from  the  pastoral  charge  of  this  church  in 
October,  1792,  “ in  consequence  of  the  congregation  failing 
greatly  in  the  support  promised  in  the  call.  The  congrega- 
tion is,  at  present,  in  a broken,  disorderly  state.’’  (Historical 
account  sent  up  to  the  Assembly  in  April,  1694.)  It  remained 
vacant  during  this  decade.  It  was  supplied,  under  order  ot 
Presbytery,  by  Rev.  George  G.  McVViiorter,  in  1808,  and  by 
Robt.  McCulloch  in  1809.  March  1st,  in  this  year,  the 

First  Presbytery  held  its  regular  sessions  at  this  church. 

Hanging  Rock,  named  from  one  of  the  tributaries  of  Little 
Lynch’s  Creek,  was  in  the  general  neighborhood  of  Beaver 
Creek  church,  and,  probably,  in  Lancaster  District.  Mr. 
McCulloch  was  ordered  to  supply  it  at  two  different  times,  in 
1807  and  1808.  Beaver  Creek  and  Hanging  Rock  are  re- 
ported, in  1808,  as  “ vacancies  ” able  to  support  a pastor. 

Miller’s  Church.  This,  with  Beaver  Creek  and  Hanging 
Rock,  were  reported  as  vacant  in  1800,  but  are  represented 
as  able,  united,  to  support  a minister.  The  First  Presbytery 
of  South  Carolina  held  its  eleventh  stated  session  at  this 
church  on  the  15th  and  i6th  of  March,  1805.  The  attendance 
was  small — G.  G.  McWhorter,  J.  B.  Davies  and  John  Cousar, 
ministers  present,  with  James  Crawford  and  William  Carter, 
elders  ; absent.  Rev.  Messrs.  Alexander,  McCulloch,  Stephen- 
son, Walker,  Yongue,  Foster,  Rosborough,  and  D.  Brown. 
Miller’s  Church  does  not  appear  on  the  Minutes  of  Presby- 
tery much  longer.  It  was,  probably,  soon  absorbed  by  the 
church  of  Beaver  Creek. 

Catholic"^  Church,  Chester  District.  Rev.  Robert  McCul- 
loch continued  the  pastor  of  this  church,  in  connection  with 
Purity,  until  his  lamentable  kdl.  In  consequence  of  this,  he 
was,  on  the  13th  of  November,  iSoo,  deposed  from  the  min- 


*Tlie  reason  for  oivin"  the  name  “Catholic”  to  the  Church  was 
owing  to  the  mixed  character  of  the  families  who  united  in  erecting  the 
house— consisting  of  emigrants  wlio  had  been  connected  with  the  dif- 
ferent branches  of  tlie  Presbyterian  Societies  of  Ireland,  viz  : toe  Pres- 
byterian (so-called),  the  Associate  and  the  Reformed  Presbyterians,  or 
the  Covenanters — agreeing  that  it  should  become  the  property  of  which- 
soever should  suci'eed  in  obtaining  the  lirst  settled  jiastor,  and  it  thus 
became  the  j)roperty  of  the  Pi’esbyterian  Church,  under  the  care  of  the 
General  Assembly. 
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istry  and  su.spended  from  the  privilege.s  of  tlie  church.  The.se 
things  are  proofs  of  human  imperfection  ; and  yet  religion 
lias  its  place  in  the  world,  and  the  Church  still  stands  ; nor 
were  such  instances  of  defection,  even  of  renowned  servants 
of  God,  wanting  in  Scripture  times.  It  was  probably  in  view 
of  this,  and  mov'ed  by  the  evidences  of  his  repentance,  that 
his  Church,  September  28,  1 80 1 , petitioned  for  his  restoration 
to  the  ministry.  This  the  Presbytery  did  not  then  grant, 
first,  because  it  would  be  improper  to  return  him  to  the  minis- 
try before  he  was  received  into  the  communion  of  the  Church', 
and  secondly,  there  should  be  very  satisfactory  evidence  of 
repentance,  reformation  and  aptness  to  teach.  But  after  he 
should  give  satisfaction  to  the  Church,  Presbytery  had  no 
objection  that  he  should  use  his  talents  among  them  in  their 
religious  meetings  for  their  instruction,  yet  in  such  a way  as 
was  consistent  with  the  duties  of  a private  Christian  only. 
In  those  unofficial  labors  he  engaged,  holding  prayer  meet- 
ings, accompanied  with  exhortation,  through  the  congrega- 
tion, and  drawing  back  to  him  the  affections  of  his  people. 
On  the  17th  of  March,  1802,  the  congregation  renewed  their 
petition,  being  satisfied  of  his  repentance  and  that  he  would 
be  as  useful  as  ever  in  the  ministry,  if  not  more  so,  if  restored. 
Presbytery,  aftercareful  enquiry  and  full  communication  with 
the  offender  absolved  him  from  the  sentence  of  deposition 
and  appointed  him  to  preach  in  their  vacant  Churches.  This 
he  did  both  to  his  own  Church  and  to  others.  P'or  several 
years  lie  was  reported  as  a minister  without  charge,  and 
Catholic  Church  as  vacant.  The  defection  of  Mr.  McCulloch 
was  followed  by  a great  decline  in  Catholic  congregation  just 
when  the  interests  of  religion  were  advancing  rapidly  else- 
where. Many  withdrew  from  the  communion  of  the  Church, 
some  of  whom  joined  the  Covenanters,  some  the  Old  Asso- 
ciate, and  some  the  Associate  Reformed,  and  some  remained 
out  of  the  communion  of  anv  Church.  The  Reformed  Pres- 
byterians  and  many  of  those  who  regarded  themselves  as 
a branch  of  the  Kirk  of  Scotland,  kept  up  their  “ Society 
meetings,’’  taught  their  children  the  principles  of  religion, 
and  observed  the  Sabbath  strictly.  Those  Presbyterians  who 
were  of  Irish  birth  were  warned  by  friends  in  the  old  country 
to  beware  of  the  “ New  Lights.”  Without  discriminating, 
they  included  under  this  term  not  only  thr>se  inclined  to 
Socinianism  who  had  come  here  from  Ireland,  but  the  Amei  i- 
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can  Prosbvterians,  and  VVhitefidd,  and  the  advocates  of  Mod- 
era  Revivals,  Hence  they  were  little  affected  by  the  revivals 
which  prevailed  in  many  coni^regations  of  the  South  in  1802, 
upon  which  many  of  the  Irish,  and  the  Scotch  no  less,  iookecf 
with  disapprobatioiio 

Between  1802  and  1805  John  Brown,  Sr.,  a soldier  of  the 
revolution;  John  Graham  and  Samuel  Ferguson,  were  added 
to  the  session,  and  after  the  death  of  John  Graham.  Joseph 
Simpson  was  elected  in  his  place.  Mr.  McCullock  continued 
to  preach  at  Catholic.  In  the  years  1807  and  1808  he  preached 
one-fourth  of  his  time  at  Rocky  Mount.  On  the  first  of  the 
year  1809  he  commenced  preaching  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Beckham ville,  at  a newly  built  church  called  Bethlehem,  a 
branch  of  Catholic,  one-fourth  of  his  time.  (Papers  of  Rev.  J. 
B.  Davies,  D.  C.  Stinson,  and  Rev.  Jas.  H.  Save.) 

HOPEWELL,  CHESTER  DISTRICT. 

“ A new  Church  had  arisen  in  the  former  bounds  of  Catholic, 
of  which  we  were  not  aware  when  our  first  volume  was  issued. 
The  separation  between  Hopewell  and  Catholic  took  place  in 
1788.  These  people  had  existed  as  one  society  for  about 
seventeen  years.  The  two  old  elders,  Thos.  McDill  and  Da- 
vid McQueston,  who  had  been  elders  in  Ireland,  assisted  at 
the  first  communion  at  Catholic.  The  division  between  these 
Churches  was  geographical.  Draw  a line  from  Hugh  McDon- 
ald’s and  Robert  Parker’s,  the  plantation  now  owned  by  Mrs 
Moore,  Sam  McCallough’s  plantation,  now  owned  by  VVm. 
Caldwell,  David  McCallough,  now  Caldwell’s  mills,  on  Bull’s 
Creek;  Robert  Jamison’s  and  Corder’s.  West  of  this  line  is 
''Hopewell  ; east.  Catholic,  down  to  Catawba  River.  Those 
families  that  seemed  to  be  all  connected,  divided  this  line,  to 
wit  : Geo.  Cherry  and  wife,  brother-in-law  to  Chestnut,  to 

Moffatt,  McDill  and  Meek.  They  remained  in  Catholic.  The 
brother-in-law  of  David  McQueston  was  a ruling  elder  in  old 
Richardson  Church.  At  that  day  people  entered  the  Church 
most  convenient  to  them.  After  January,  1801,  when  Rev. 
Robert  McCullock  was  suspended  from  the  ministry,  many 
persons  went  over  to  Hopewell  Church,  to  wit : Sam.  Macauly 
and  family,  David  Macauly  and  the  Ni.von  girls,  step-daugh- 
ters, and  some  others.  From  Purity,  Ed.  McDaniel,  a ruling 
elder,,  and  Matthew  Elder’s  family.  There  were  frequent 
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changes  from  one  Church  to  the  other,  even  down  to  the 
pre.sent  time.” 

Purity  Church,  the  congregation  of  which  bordered  upon 
that  of  Catholic,  and  which  was  united  under  the  same  pasto- 
rate, is  in  the  centre  of  Chester  District  (or  as  it  is  now  called 
county,  as  was  the  case  formerly),  and  had  its  house  of  worship 
within  two  miles  of  Chesterville.  While  the  Presbytery  was 
in  session  at  Catholic  Church  in  the  case  of  Mr.  McCulloch, 
it  is  alleged  that  there  were  many  outside  and  improper  influ- 
ences introduced  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution.  The  resent- 
ment of  the  people  against  the  accuser  was  so  great  for  the 
manner  in  which  he  attempted  to  bias  testimony  and  suborn 
witnesses  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  apply  for  a military 
guard  to  protect  his  person.  There  had  manifestly  been 
great  imprudence  on  the  part  of  the  accused  and  a criminal 
intent.  This  he  admitted,  but  denied  criminality  of  outward 
act.  He  was  deeply  afflicted  at  the  decision  but  bowed  sub- 
missively to  it.  There  was  a decided  opinion  in  relation  to 
him.  But  he  won  back  the  affections,  confidence  and  sym- 
pethies  of  the  congregation  of  Catholic,  which  remained  till 
they  were  earnest  for  his  I’estoration,  and  did  not  rest  till  it 
was  accomplished.  Purity  Church  did  not  unite  in  the  peti- 
tion, nor  were  they  willing  to  receive  him.  It  therefore  re- 
mained vacant  with  only  occasional  supplies  until  1806.  In 
March,  however,  1802,  a call  was  sent  up  to  the  First  Pres- 
bytery of  South  Carolina  for  the  ministerial  labors  ol  Thomas 
Neely  (then  a licentiate),  by  Purity  and  Catholic  Churches 
conjointly.  It  was  infoimal,  not  being  duly  certified,  and 
probably  coming  only  from  a minority  of  Catholic  Church. 
It  was  returned  to  the  congregation  with  explanations.  Cer- 
tain grievances  of  a portion  of  this  congregation  were  laid 
before  Presbytery. 

“ The  petition  of  a number  of  persons  representing  them- 
selves as  being  a part  of  Purity  congregation,  praying  redress 
of  certain  grievances,  was  taken  under  consideration,  and 
after  some  general  observations  were  made,  on  motion,  it 
was — 

Resolved,  That  each  paragraph  be  separately  considered. 

” The  first  paragraph  was  then  read  as  follows  : We  believe 

that  the  Churches  had  all  the.  instituted  means  of  grace  and  sal- 
vation before  the  existence  of  camp  meetings  among  us,  nor  can 
zve  think  that  there  is  a)iy  divine  zvarrant  for  them. 
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PURITY  CHURCH. 


[1800-1810. 


“ From  observations  dropped  from  different  quarters  of  the 
house,  it  appeared  that  a diversity  of  opinion  prevailed  on 
this  subject.  Tlierefore,  upon  motion  made,  the  question  was 
put  whetJier  we  had  a divine  warrant  for  camp  meetings  or 
not,  and  carried  m the  affirmative.  The  yeas  and  nays  being 
required  to  be  inserted  in  the  minutes,  are  as  follows  : 

Yeas — The  Rev.  Messrs.  Alexander,  Stephenson,  Brown, 
Walker,  Davis,  Rosborough  and  Messrs.  McCreary  and 
Crafford.  Elders — 8. 

Nay.s — The  Rev.  Messrs.  McCulloch,  Dunlap,  Yongue  and 
S.  McCulloch,  Elders — 4. 

“ The  second  paragraph  was  read  as  follows  : Mi>iisters  of 

other  denominations  have  been  permitted  to  preach  in  those  as- 
semblies and  to  associate  with  onr  ministers  in  the  exercise  of 
religion  without  the  appi  obation  of  onr  Church  or  even  any  terms 
of  religions  con  espondence,  union  and  communion  entered  upon 
by  the  parties  themselves,  knozvn  to  us. 

“ Respecting  this  paragraph  we  take  the  liberty  to  observe 
that  inasmuch  as  the  petitioners  have  not  been  sufficiently 
explicit  in  pointing  out  the  denominations  to  which  they 
refer  we  conceive  that  we  cannot  give  an  explicit  answer  in 
this  case. 

“The  third  paragraph  was  read,  viz  : Members  of  the  Metho- 
dist persuasion  have  been  admitted  to  the  table  of  the  Lord  in 
communion  zvith  the  Presbyterians.  We  do  conceive  that  the 
Methodists  are  very  erroneous  in  some  of  the  most  important 
articles  of  the  Christian  religion,  and  therefore  zve  consider  it 
highly  improper  that  such  a toleration  should  be  granted  to  that 
class  of  people  in  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

“ Respecting  this  paragraph  we  also  observe  that  we  cannot 
think  that  merely  the  circumstance  of  a man’s  being  called  a 
Methodist  is  a sufficient  reason  why  a person  should  be 
excluded  from  the  communion  of  the  church,  provided  he 
be  otherwise  qualified,  and  as  the  petitioners  have  not  defined 
the  particular  doctrines  held,  or  supposed  to  be  held  by  the 
Methodists,  which  they  conceive  to  be  erroneous,  we  cannot 
with  propriety  go  into  a decision  on  them. 

“ The  fourth  paragraph  was  read  in  these  words  : 

“ Another  subject,  whicti  zve  take  the  liberty  to  represent  and 
state ^ is,  that  a 1 egular  system  of  psalmody  has  been  introduced 
into  this  congregation  contrary  to  our  consent  and  approbation. 
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The  truth  is^  we  are  not  as  yet  persuaded  that  it  is  our  duty  to  sing 
any  other  but  the  Psalms  of  David  in  Christian  uwrship.  We 
must  claim  the  priviUge  of  worshipping  God  agreeably  to  the 
dictates  of  our  oivn  consciences^  and  in  the  way  which  was  for- 
meily  practiced  in  this  congregation . 

“ On  this  subject  we  would  observe  that,  in  as  much  as  the 
late  Synod  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  and  the  General 
Assembly,  have  already  made  certain  regulations  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Psalmody,  we  beg  leave  to  refer  the  petitioners  to  their 
printed  extracts  ; at  the  same  time  observing  that,  as  the 
Synod  aforesaid,  and  the  General  Assembly,  do  not  oppose 
the  use  of  any  particular  system  of  Psalmody,  or  any  con- 
trary to  their  wish,  neither  do  we.”» 

“On  the  I nil  of  March,  1806,  Purity  united  with  Edmonds 
(a  church  recently  organized  some  eight  miles  northwest  of 
Chester  C.  H.]  in  a call  to  Mr.  Neely  to  become  their  pastor, 
and  he  was  accordingly  ordained  and  installed  over  these 
two  churches,  on  theH/th  of  October  in  that  year,  the  Rev. 
W.  C.  Davis  presiding  and  delivering  the  charge,  and  Rev. 
J.  lx  Davies  preaching  the  sermon  from  2d  Cor.,  iv.  13.  last 
clause.  Mr.  Neely  was  a native  of  York  District,  pursued 
his  theological  studies  with  Dr.  Joseph  Alexander,  of  Bullock’s 
Creek,  and  continued  in  this  charge  through  the  remainder 
of  this  decade.  In  the  last  part  of  it  he  labored  in  the  midst 
of  much  bodily  infirmity.  On  September  29th,  1809.  he  ex- 
cused himself  from  attending  on  Presbyteiy  (as  also  did  Rev. 
Mr.  Rosborough)  for  this  reason,  and  requested  that  supplies 
be  appointed  to  his  charges  until  the  design  of  Providence  in 
respect  to  him  may  be  ascertained.’’  During  the  labors  of 
Mr.  McCulloch  with  Purity  congregation,  the  Bench  of  Elders 
consisted  of  VVm.  Lewis,  PMw.  McDaniel,  Robert  Boyd, 
James  Kennedy,  Andrew  Morrison,  and  John  Wilson.  In 
1800  appear  the  names  of  John  Bell  and  Hugh  Gaston. 
After  tlie  trial  of  Mr.  McCulloch,  John  Bell  and  PMward 
McDaniel  withdrew  to  the  Associate  Reformed  Church  at 
Hopewell,  under  the  charge  of  Rev.  John  Hemphill.  John 
Wilson  removed  to  the  State  of  Kentucky.  One  year  pre- 
vious to  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Neely,  William  Bradford,  John 
Harden,  and  Robert  Walker  w'ere  ordained  ruling  elders. 
These  three,  with  James  Kennedy  and  Wm.  Lewis,  consti- 
tuted the  eldershi])  at  this  time. 

The  Rev.  John  Douglas,  who  is  our  authority  for  much  of 
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PURITY,  ITS  FIRST  CHURCH  EDIFICE.  [1800-1810. 


what  we  have  here  said,  in  Iiis  History  of  Purity  Church, 
written  in  1865  and  publislied  in  1870,  thus  describes  the 
houses  of  worship  : “ The  first  house  of  worship  erected  by 

this  congregation,  which  was  niany  years  before  Mr. 
McCulloch’s  day,  was  a small  loghouse,  which  .stood  only  a 
few  paces  in  the  rear  of  the  site  of  the  present  building.  It 
was  made  of  the  roughest  materials,  not  of  such  cedar  trees 
and  fir  trees  as  Hiram  gave  Solomon.  It  was  neither  ceiled 
with  cedar,  nor  painted  with  vermilion,  nor  did  it  go  up  with- 
out sound  of  hammer  or  axe.  Each  neis'hbor  brought  in  his 
own  unhewn  log,  freshly  cut  from  the  adjacent  forest;  thus, 
nearly  in  a day,  a shelter  was  provided  that  would  screen  the 
worshipper  from  the  summer’s  scorching  sun  and  the  pelting 
storms  of  winter.  It  was  built  of  round  logs,  covered  with 
clapboards,  fastened  down  with  weiglit-poles.  It  was  built 
on  a piece  of  vacant  land  of  about  eleven  acres  in  extent.” 
It  seems  that  the  architect  of  “ the  second  temple  ” had  not 
studied  among  the  ruins  of  Athens,  Corinth  or  Ephesus. 
” It  was  during  Mr.  McCulloch’s  ministry  at  Purity,  the 
second  house  of  worship  was  built.  This  stood  directly  in 
front  of  the  present  church.  It  was,  no  doubt,  the  design  of 
its  framers  that  ” the  glory  of  this  latter  house  should  be 
greater  than  the  former.”  Unlike  Solomon’s  chariot  it  was 
not  made  of  the  wood  of  Lebanon,  nor  were  its  pillars  of 
silver,  nor  its  coverings  of  purple,  nor  was  it  always  paved 
with  love.  It  was  a log-house,  though  its  timber  were 
hewed,  had  a shingled  roof,  but  like  Noah’s  ark  had  but  one 
wifidow  and  not  many  doors.  Accurately  to  describe  its 
form  or  dimension  by  cubit  or  rules,  would  require  much 
greater  architectural  skill  than  the  wri^-er  professes  to  pos- 
sess, although  he  still  has  its  ineffaceable  picture  distinctly 
daguereotyped  in  his  mind.  As  for  its  form  there  could 
have  been  no  idolatrous  design  to  violate  the  second  com- 
mandment,  for  “ it  was  not  made  in  the  likeness  of  anything 
that  was  made,”  ” neither  was  it  made  according  to  the  pattern 
God  gave  Moses  in  the  Mount.”  It  was  intended  more  for 
“ the  useful  than  the  ornamental  ” One  of  the  most  memo- 
rable reminiscences  connected  with  this  venerable  house  of 
God  (especially  with  the  juveniles),  was  its  so-called  “seats” 
or  benches.  They  were  of  split  timbers,  hastily  hewed  and 
not  carefully  planed,  with  high,  strait-backs,  so  high  from  the 
floor  the  young  could  not  touch  it  with  their  toes,  conse- 
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quently  they  had  no  means  of  shifting  position  or  relieving 
the  tedium  so  peculiar  to  them  in  ‘‘  this  prison  of  boyhood.” 
Even  to  those  of  riper  years  and  more  devout  feelings,  they 
were  so  unpliant  and  so  uncomfortable  that  they  must  have 
felt  more  like  being  seated  on  the  “ stool  of  repentance”  than 
engaged  in  the  pleasant  devotions  of  the  sanctuary.  Though 
unique  and  rustic  in  its  exterior,  this  house  served  its  day 
and  was  pulled  down  to  give  place  to  one  more  becoming  the 
service  of  God.  It  is  very  plain  the  authors  of  this  house  of 
worship  did  not  agree  with  a celebrated  modern  Doctor  of 
Divinity,  that  cushioned  seats  are  truly  ‘‘means  of  grace.” 

Edmonds  Church,  mentioned  above,  says  Rev.  John  B. 
Davies,  was  reorganized  as  a church  September  22,  i8o2,  and 
for  two  or  three  years  was  supplied  by  Mr.  George  Reid,  a 
licentiace  of  the  First  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina.  It  is 
near  Sadler’s  Cross  Roads  in  the  northern  part  of  Chester 
District.  It  was  fully  organized  by  Rev.  Robt.  B.  Walker, 
and  as  such  reported  to  Presbytery  in  1805.  In  1806  they 
united  with  Purity  under  the  ministerial  labors  of  Rev. 
Tiiomas  Neely,  who  served  them  through  the  remainder  of 
this  decade. 

Fishing  Creek  (upper)  and  Rich.-\rdson’s (formerly  Lower 
Fishing  Creek). — The  Rev.  John  B.  Davies  became,  as  we 
saw,  Vol.  I,  p.  603,  pastor  of  these  churches  May  14,  1799,  and 
continued  so,  far  beyond  the  period  of  which  we  now  write. 
In  common  with  many  other  churches,  they  shared  in  the 
quickening  and  refreshing  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in 
1802,  which  continued  on  with  happy  results  for  some  four 
years.  The  following  additions  were  made  to  the  session  in 
successive  years:  In  1801,  Hugh  Gaston;  in  1804,  Josiah 

Porter,  Charles  Brown,  Wm.  Walker,  and  D.  Davis  ; in  1808, 
James  Steele,  james  Wallis,  and  Samuel  Lewis.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a list  of  communicants  at  the  beginning  of  his  min- 
istry, in  1799,  viz:  Rev.  J.  B.  Davies,  Pastor;  Samuel  Neely, 
David  Carr,  David  Neely,  Thos.  Neely,  and  Thos.  Latta, 
Elders;  Mrs.  Polly  Davies,  Sarah  Neelvq  Margaret  Carr, 
Agnes  Neely,  Prudence  Neely,  Martha  Latta,  John  and 
Margaret  Latta.  Pdiza  Chambers,  Widow  McClure,  Martha 
Gastf)n,  Hugh  McClure.  Jane  McClure,  Mary  Porter,  David 
and  Jane  Davis,  Thomas  and  Agnes  Wright,  Wm,  Anderson, 
Joseph  Walker,  Widow  Bishop,  Widow  McColloch,  Mary 
Elliot,  Jas,  and  Jane  Armstrong,  Charles  Brown,  VVm.  and 
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bullock’s  creek. 


[1800-1810. 


Ap[Ties  Thorn,  John  and  Martha  Walker,  Jane  Walker,  Eliza- 
beth Lemon,  Widow  Kno.x,  David,  Margaret  and  Sarah 
Boyd,  Christoplier  and  Rose  Strait,  John  Mills,  Sarah  Gill, 
Josiah  and  Rachel  Porter.  Total — 48.  Received  in  1799. 
Elizabeth  Mills,  Elizabeth  Neely,  Isabel  Allen, Sarah  McHugh, 
Thomas  Miller,  making  a total  of  53  at  the  beginning  of 
this  century.  The  total  of  members  at  the  end  of  1800  was 
60;  at  the  end  of  i8ot,  68  ; of  1802,65;  of  1803,68;  of 
1804.  77-  Down  to  this  time,  80  had  been  received  into  the 
Church  on  profession,  and  24  by  certificates.  Some  had 
died,  many  had  been  dismissed,  and  the  number  at  the  begin- 
ning of  1810  was  75. 

In  Richardson  Church  there  were  elected  as  elders,  in 
1810,  David  Patten,  Thomas  Nesbit,  and  Abram  Walker. 
This  church  was  part  of  the  charge  of  Rev.  J.  B.  Davies. 

Bur. lock’s  Creek. — At  the  commencement  of  this  century 
the  Rev.  Joseph  Alexander  was  still  the  pastor  of  this  church. 
We  have  anticipated,  in  our  first  volume,  a few  years  in  this, 
indicating,  as  we  have  done,  on  page  603,  his  release  from 
his  pastoral  charge,  which  took  place  by  his  own  request  on 
the  27th  of  March,  i8oi.  He  speaks  of  the  number  of  com- 
municants being  small,  and  reduced  from  what  it  once  was, 
amounting,  at  that  time,  to  85  ; of  their  diminished  interest 
in  public  worship,  and  in  the  business  of  the  Church  ; of  their 
perfect  inattention  to  the  collection  of  his  stipend,  and  want 
of  interest  in  h.is  ministry,  as  the  reasons  of  his  request.  It 
betokens  a low  state  of  religion  in  a community  when  these 
things  are  so.  But  it  is  the  calamity  which  often  comes 
upon  the  aged  minister,  though  ’ne  may  have  worn  his  life 
out  in  the  service  of  the  Church.  He  was  honored,  as  we 
have  before  said,  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity,  in 
1807.  some  two  years  before  his  death.  He  was  held  in 
honor  by  his  brethren  in  the  ministry,  as  the  following  reso- 
lution of  the  Presbytery  shows  : 

“ Resolved,  That  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Joseph  Ale.xan- 
der,  who  departed  this  life  on  the  30th  day  of  July  last,  brings 
to  our  lively  recollection  the  sense  we  entertained  of  his  great 
usefulness  in  pla»',ting  many  of  our  churches,  and  in  devot- 
ing forty  or  fifty  j’ears  of  his  life  to  the  propagation  of  the 
Gospel  in  these  Southern  States.”  (Minutes,  September  29, 
1809.) 
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Dr.  Alexander  was  succeeded,  for  a season,  by  William 
Cummins  Davis,  who  was  born  December  i6,  1760;  was 
graduated  at  Mt,  Zion  College,  where  he  was  both  student 
and  tutor,  in  1786;  was  licensed  by  the  Presbytery  of  South 
Carolina  in  1787  ; was  ordained  as  pastor  of  Nazareth  and 
Milford  churches  in  1789.  He  was  released  from  this  charge 
in  1792.  He  was  dismissed  to  the  Presbytery  of  Concord, 
October  13th,  1797,  and,  soon  after,  was  settled  as  pastor  of 
Olney,  N.  C.  In  1803  he  was  appointed  by  a commission  of 
Synod  to  “ act  as  a stated  missionary  ” to  the  Catawba  Indians 
until  the  next  stated  meeting  of  Synod,  and  to  superintend 
the  school  in  that  nation.  In  1805,  by  permission  of  the 
Presbytery  of  Concord,  he  supplied  the  church  of  Bullock’s 
Creek.  On  the  30th  of  September,  1806,  he  was  received 
into  the  First  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina,  and  at  the  same 
meeting,  a call  was  presented  to  him  from  Bullock’s  Creek, 
which  he  accepted,  and  a committee  was  appointed  to  install 
him.-  He  was  twice  appointed  commissioner  to  the  General 
Assembly,  and  in  1808  he  attended  the  sessions  in  Philadel- 
phia. He  was,  also,  in  1805,  1806,  1807  and  1808,  on  the 
General  Assembly’s  Standing  Committee  of  Missions.  He 
was,  therefore,  so  far,  a man  held  in  honor,  of  a vigorous  in- 
tellect, of  considerable  influence  among  the  people,  an  inter- 
esting preacher,  given  more  than  most  men  to  metaphysical 
speculation.  This  led  him  into  error,  which  brought  him 
under  the  notice  of  ecclesiastical  courts,  and  was  followed  by 
dissentions  and  divisions  for  many  years.  Of  these  our  pages 
will  shortly  speak.  The  only  recorded  statistical  report  from 
Bullock’s  Creek  is  in  1807,  in  which  it  reported  70  communi- 
cants and  7 baptisms. 

“ Nazareth  Church,”  says  the  Rev.  Robt.  H.  Reid, 

“ was  organized  by  Dr.  Alexander.  He  continued  to  preach  as  their 
stated  supply  until  after  the  Revolutionary  War.  He  was  succeeded  by 
the  Rev.  tUilliain  C.  Davis  The  roaci  that  leads  from  this  jrlace  to 
Pinckney ville  on  Broad  River,  was  first  opened  by  this  congregation,  as 
a bridle  way  for  Dr.  Alexander  to  travel  when  he  came  to  preach,  to 
them.  For  tlie  following  excellent  biographictal  sketch  of  Dr.  Alexan- 
der, which  I know  will  be  read  with  interest,  I am  indebted  to  the 
kindness  of  Robert  Y.  Russell,  of  York  District: 

“ Of  the  nativity  and  early  training  of  Dr.  Alexander,  we  are  not,  at 
this  late  day,  prepared  to  speak  with  certainty.  So  far  as  a general  im- 
pression remains  upon  the  mind  of  the  writer,  he  entertains  the  opinion 
that  Dr.  Alexander  was  a native  of  Pennsylvania.  He  graduated  at 
Princeton  College,  New  Jersey,  in  17(!0  ; was  licensed  to  preach  the  Gos- 
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DR.  JOSEPH  ALEXANDER. 


[1800-1810. 


pel  by  the  Presbytery  of  Newcastle  in  17(57,  and  in  October  of  that  year 
was  dismissed  as  a licentiate  to  the  Hanover  Preslyvtery,  and  accepted 
a call  from  Sugar  C'reek,  N.  C.  He  was  ordained  at  Bufl'alo  on  the  4th 
of  March,  17158.  and  in  May  following,  was  installed  pastor  of  Sugar 
Creek,  N.  C.,  where  he  for  several  years  performed  the  duties  of  his 
office  in  the  midst  of  a population  deservedly  ranked  amongst  the  inost 
intelligent,  virtuous  and  patriotic  of  th.e  early  settlers  of  the  American 
colonies.  In  so  lair  a held,  his  highly  cultivated  mind,  ])roressi<jnal 
zeal,  and  ardent  patriotism,  all  found  ample  scope  for  successful  devel- 
opment. Under  the  mighty  causes  then  at  work  to  stamp  upon  the 
American  mind  its  permanent  character,  young  Alexander  felt  the 
vivifying  influence,  and  soon  became  prominent  as  a powerful  ])reacher 
and  an  earnest  remonstrant  against  the  oppressive  measures  at  that 
day  sought  to  he  enforced  upon  the  colonies  in  America.  However 
painful  the  task  to  relinquish  a station  of  service  in  which  he  found  so 
much  that  accorded  alike  with  his  tastes  and  with  what  he  had  pro- 
posed to  himself  as  the  great  aim  of  his  life,  nevertheless,  so  urgent 
were  the  calls  that  with  distressing  frequency  fell  up>on  the  minister’s 
ear,  from  hundreds  of  destitute  churches  and  congregations,  all  over 
the  Southern  country,  that  our  young  minister  felt  it  impossible  longer 
to  resist  the  “ Macedonian  cry,”  and  in  obedience  to  the  suggestions  of 
duty,  yielded  the  pleasant  and  flourishing  field  of  his  labors  to  other 
hands,  and  removed  with  his  family  to  South  Carolina.  About  the  year 
177(5  he  settled  in  Bullock’s  Creek  Congregation,  York  (then  Camden) 
District,  of  which  he  assumed  the  pastoral  charge,  and  entered  prom[)tly 
upon  the  duties  of  his  mission.  He  found  himself  surrounded  with 
a moral  waste  stretching  in  all  directions  over  an  immense  area,  with 
here  and  there  the  cabin  of  a pious  Pennsylvanian  or  a Scotch-Irish 
Presbyterian.  From  these  Bethels  in  the  wilderness,  the  morning  and 
the  evening  ])ra_yer  had  come  up  in  remembrance  before  God  ; and  in 
answer,  the  dawn  of  a gospel-day  was  now  rising  upon  the  darkness 
w'hich  had  so  long  enshrouded  tlie  Broad  River  ^'alley. 

Like  Paul  at  Athens,  the  newly  ai'rived  minister  felt  his  spirit  stirred 
within  hi]n,  as  he  surveyed  the  wild  and  rugged  tields  he  had  under- 
taken to  cultivate. 

All  his  resources  were  taxed  to  their  utmost  to  meet  the  exigencies  of 
his  people,  but  implicitly  confiding  in  the  pledges  of  the  Master  whom 
he  served,  and  encouraged  and  sustained  by  the  hearty  co-operation  of 
the  few  pious  families  whose  urgent  appeals  had  brought  him  amongst 
them,  he  diligent!}-  persevered  in  his  work,  and  saw  it  advance  with 
slow  but  steady  progress.  In  the  tract  of  countiw  he  occupied,  the 
forests  abounded  with  game,  and  the  streams  with  the  finest  of  tish. 
Luxuriant  grasses  clothed  the  hills,  and  almost  impenetrable  cane- 
breaks  darkened  the  creek  and  rivei-  low-lands  lienee  with  the 
excejdion  of  the  lal)or  required  to  cultivat('  a few  acres  planted  in  corn 
and  wheat,  to  bread  the  family,  and  a patch  planted  in  tobaci-c,  and 
another  in  indigo  (the  commercial  stai)le  of  upper  Carolina  at  that  day) 
to  procure  a few  dollars  to  meet  unavoidable,  exj)enses,  the  settlers 
along  the  Broad  River  and  its  tributaries,  conqjosing  what  was  then 
called  Bullock’s  Creek  Congregation,  ])assed  their  time  in  what  the 
Mantuan  Bard  would  have  termed  “inglorious  ease.”  The  amusement 
of  fishing  and  hunting  furnished  not  only  a delightful  entertainment  to 
the  pleasure-loving  lords  of  the  forest  aiul  their  wild  growing  lads,  but 
at  the  same  time  contributed  largely  to  the  stock  of  materials  necessary 
to  family  subsistence,  and  were,  therefore,  looked  upon  as  a commenda' 
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ble  feature  in  their  system  of  provisional  economy.  Meanwliile  the  culti- 
vation of  the  mind,  and  the  importam^e  of  subjecting  the  moral  and  reli- 
gious elements  of  our  nature  to  the  renovating  and  transporting  power  of 
the  Gospel,  seemed  to  be  matters  that  few  had  bestowed  a practical 
thought  upon.  This  state  of  things  rendered  it  necessary  for  Mr.  Alexan- 
der to  undergo  immense  labor  in  bringing  the  scattered  materials  on  which 
he  had  to  operate  within  the  sphere  of  his  ministerial  influence.  No  one 
who  properly  estimates  the  unyielding  nature  of  inveterate  habits,  forti- 
fied by  the  native  hostility  of  the  human  heart  to  the  offices  of  religion, 
but  will  at  once  admit  that  nothing  short  of  Divine  wisdom  and  power 
could  have  directed  and  crowned  his  efforts  with  success.  To  win  this 
numerous  class  of  the  population  to  virtue  and  religion,  he  must  first 
conciliate  their  attachment  to  himself,  which  he  accomplished,  after  a 
time,  b}'^  means  of  regular  family  visitations.  The  familiar  and  friendly 
intercourse  established  in  this  way  between  himself  and  his  thought- 
less parishioners  soon  won  upon  their  regards,  and  secured  a patient 
ear  to  such  suggestions  as  he  chose  to  offer  on  the  subject  of  religion, 
as  hp  sat  b_y  their  fire.sides,  encircled  with  a listening  household. 

Ere  long,  our  judicious  and  zealous  pastor  had  the  satisfaction  to  look 
down  from  his  pulpit  on  a Sabbath  morning  and  mark,  now  one,  and 
then  another,  and  there  a third  one,  of  the  fiimilies  upon  whom  he  had 
bestowed  his  attentions  and  his  prayers,  timidly  entering  the  doors 
of  the  church,  and,  fearful  of  attracting  the  notice  of  the  congregation, 
quietly  seating  themselves  in  the  nearest  vacancy  to  listen  to  the 
preaching  of  the  Gospel.  From  witnessing  the  fruits  of  this  apostolic 
measure,  Mr.  Alexander  was  stimulated  to  ply  his  energies  with  an 
industry  so  untiring  that,  in  due  time,  a crowded  auditory  thronged  the 
house  of  worship  and  gave  evidence  of  their  ap[)reciation  of  the  gospel 
at  his  mouth  by  a profession  of  their  faith  in  Christ,  and  an  exhibition 
of  the  fruits  of'that  fiiith  in  a life  of  practical  holiness. 

Thus,  under  the  early  ministry  of  Dr.  Alexamler,  was  a church-altar 
erected  on  Bullock’s  Creek,  and  a flame  enkindled  upon  it  which  has 
not  ceased  to  give  forth  its  light  through  all  the  changes  of  well-nigh  a 
century,  up  to  the  present  hour  So  long  as  he  was  ab'e  to  serve  the 
Church  as  a minister,  he  was  careful  to  employ  a portion  of  his  time  in 
fostering  the  growth  of  family-religion  b}' going  from  house  to  house 
throughout  his  congrega  ions,  conversing  with  heads  of  families,  in- 
structing the  youth  and  children  of  the  household,  and  uniting  with 
them  in  prayer  for  the  Divine  blessing.  He  was  accustomed  at  stated 
periods  to  conduct  catechetical  examinations,  held  on  his  own  appoint- 
ment in  the  several  quarters  of  his  congregations,  at  which  both  old 
and  young  were  strictly  enquired  at  com;erning  their  knowledge  of 
Divine  truth,  and  their  experience  and  [>r. igress  in  pi'actical  religion. 
Those  wisely-directed  labors  were  productive  of  the  very  best  fruits. 
The  congregations  under  his  care  advanced  apace  in  the  acquisition  cf 
Bib'e  knowledge,  the  pastor  and  elders  were  cheered  with  frequent  and 
large  accessions  to  the  communion  of  the  Church  from  the  youth  under 
their  joint  care  and  instruction,  and  the  several  (fiiurches  in  charge  of 
the  beloved  minister  became  vigorous  and  flourishing  branches  of  the 
“ True  Vine,”  clothed  in  beauteous  foliage,  and  laden  with  the  fruits  of 
righteousness. 

In  addition  to  the  church  of  Bullock’s  Creek,  Dr.  Alexander  organizea 
(as  we  have  been  informed)  Nazareth  Churi'h,  in  Spartanburg  District, 
and  Salem  Church,  in  Union  District — a section  at  that  day  composing  a 
part  of  Ninety-Six — in  eac^h  of  which  his  ministry  contributed  greatly 
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DR.  J0SI<:PH  ALEXANDER.  [1800-1810. 

to  advance  the  cause  of  religion,  and  to  further  the  interests  of  our 
National  Independence- 

During  the  lapse  of  nearly  forty  years,  embracing  the  meinorahle 
period  of  the  American  Kevolution,  Dr.  Alexander  continued  to  serve 
the  churches  which  his  labors  had  been  blessed  in  planting  and  rearing 
up  until  within  the  last  three  or  four  years  of  his  lile,  when  the  infirmi- 
ties of  age  fori'ed  Ifim  to  demit  his  pastoral  charge,  and  to  rest  forever 
from  his  ministerial  toils. 

We  have  learned,  from  the  men  who  grew  up  under  his  ministry, 
that  his  style  of  preaching  was  bold  and  pungent,  leading  the  under- 
standing ca|)tive  to  the  demonstrations  of  truth,  and  the  a])plicatory 
appeals  with  which  he  was  accustomed  to  (tlose  his  sermons,  terrible  as 
the  storm,  scattering  in  fragments  the  strongholds  in  which  sin  and  im- 
penitence seek  shelter  and  repose.  Fidelity  to  the  character  and  to  the 
valuable  services  of  this  excellent  man  demands  that  a note  be  made 
of  the  influence  of  his  elforts  in  the  cause  of  his  country,  as  well  as  in 
that  of  the  Cliurch  and  the  Gospel. 

Of  so  ardent  a type  was  Dr.  Alexander’s  j)atriotism,  that  from  the 
days  when  the  Stamp  Act  and  Boston  Port  Bills  passed  the  British  Par- 
liament until  the  hour  when  the  smoke  cleared  away  from  the  last  gun 
fired  in  defence  of  our  National  Independence,  the  glowing  fires  of  his 
truly  American  heart,  impatient  of  control,  burned  with  inteuseness  in 
his  conversation,  and  with  the  force  of  lightning  shot  from  the  pulpit, 
when  on  suitable  occasions  he  di'ew  the  j)icture  of  our  country’s  wrongs, 
and  in  the  names  of  humanity,  liberty  and  religion,  summoned  her 
sons  to  the  rescue.  Ilis  unl'altering  and  spirited  hostility  to  British 
tyranny  and  oppression,  and  to  Tory  butc'hery,  arson  and  plunder,  pro- 
cured for  him  a prominence  that  fre(iuently  ])Crilled  his  pro])erty,  his 
person,  and  the  regular  exercise  of  his  prol'essional  functions.  But  he 
had,  with  mature  deliberation,  transferred  his  temporal  all  onboard  tlie 
bark  of  the  Revolution,  and  resolved  to  share  her  fortunes,  and  with 
her  to  sink  or  swim. 

In  the  dark  day  of  Carolina’s  prosjtects,  when  the  British  and  Tory 
ascendenc}'  lowered  like  the  clouds  of  death  over  her  sky,  from  the 
seaboard  to  the  mountains,  so  fierce  and  threatening  was  the  storm 
that  raged  around  the  })artisan  preacher,  and  so  deep  was  his  hold  upon 
the  aftections  of  his  people  that  the  few  men  and  lads  of  Bullock’s  Creek 
not  out  at  the  time  in  the  public  service,  habitually  rejiaired  to  church 
on  the  Sabbath  morning  with  their  rifles  in  their  hands,  and,  stationing 
themselves  around  what  the  next  generation  called  “ Tlie  old  Log  Meet- 
ing House,”  guarded  the  minister  and  the  worshipping  congregation 
while  he  preached  the  Gosjiel  to  them  On  the  \'ery  s|)ot  where  these 
services  to  God  and  the  country  were  ]ierfnrmed  has  the  writer  sat  and 
listened  with  spell-bound  attention  to  the  recital  of  these  stirring 
scenes,  at  the  lips  of  some  of  the  venerable  actors  themselves,  as  the 
tears  shotdown  their  cheeks,  and  told  with  an  impressiveness  still  more 
forcible  than  their  words,  the  price  it  had  cost  them  to  place  in  our 
hands  the  charter  of  Freedom  and  the  unchallenged  right  to  worshi]> 
the  G(jd  of  our  fathers  according  to  the  sanctions  of  the  Bible  and  the 
dictates  of  conscience.  i\Iay  Bullock’s  Greek  ]>reserve  the  legacy  unim- 
paired so  long  as  civil  liberty  and  sound  Ghristianity  ai'e  allowed  one 
acre  on  earth  they  can  call  their  own. 

Emerging  from  the  perils  of  the  revolution,  South  Carolina,  from  the 
peculiarly  trying  position  allotted  her  in  the  bloody  drama,  jiresented  a 
picture  calculated  to  awaken  the  tenderest  sympathies  of  the  human 


ft-  • ,'.3  1 


r^/'A 


♦ M#f  *0  ••'  ' 


.'/t:i' i '/.  / y;^i4 ^ M^|t,sr4v«.  ,;m 


oor 


.'7  ■ 


.ft! 


. nil*  ri>1(A  V*'  t , J ^ >(i 

'.u  I '.MJI  !(<,■  . J'fUdt  V.- ■>! /■  "I  »;  .iUaI*'!'''*''.  .-iV.ifi'j  - ’ ‘ yji^d 

,jiri-ii  II..  ,'i.H.{i  i/»  ,1. ',>''>vn*m  ■•  • 

l^.'.1.^.  r.;-,  •,  M’‘.tf*(jl  !-.  r .■  iM  vlfHrr.*-  'V/  iiJUifrf  ‘’■' 

»'.  , i ’ . ^(..'  ■ ‘ l.fiJUiH  'i')  iWi'^  V rj l0 

• - ,,.  >/■:>•.'.  ••  •i-m-  ruSf  ■. 

.■  V ■■i.'-|  > ■■-..I  '<w-  -./Miil’Vi'mi 

( . I *e:i <><''»  i.r,'h  (it'i^'J  s7'iiiji  j$;  ;■,  ., 


}'  j. 


' ♦ I ' 


M-  1 

1 // 

' ' iX*  ’ 

( < 

• ,1  1 1 # , , - 

' i'i 

> 1 / 7 ■ « . 

ill  1 

■ i K.  ,'  ’ 

'■  i ... 

<■;  ;)J  »'U 

. , ■ 1 ■ 

k ■ 4 , ' ■ » ' 

I .()  'f.  l 

ii'.i 

■ +w  J*  I 


.*.•  II  I t I '•(  . • 

' '.'I  .< ; '•' 


.'  M'.!  ; iiy.jwft' i 

{ I^Aih  >1.Vj-W,  | A j, 

■'  .-..'Ki  i'^•r  fMi  ;v 


m 


’>  I I.  )'  ".i  ’'  “.jif  ^#•<  ‘ .■.s*,ifrt'«*'i‘'f*ik!  !)st^  fe/ji)  ^ 

i ' .1  .f  »u  •!.:  I 1(1  ki  ;v*»  4«i‘l  ' If  •. -'.H.f  .1  rti|  .Jw*.0  pjjfiJ 


i i,  !"'  nnH,l  .!'■  . ' •ji.iS  >11 
' i >1 1 ■ r ' • I I V,  ‘ I ■ I ••  ;»*<t, 


1 


ir» 'r  » u. 


i>li  4(j 


‘Mii  lUi^  f.ikiw 

4i{  ' -I  ■ ;|ttif'  iiorfw^ 


‘ -I,'  ,l'(M  I 

. . . >/t  I 


• I k I r < I 

I.'  i 1 1 I J ' I 

: -I  n I 

■ , ' I ,1 


j ' I .<•:•(. '::d  '..‘M!(,/iu.ih,»mv; 

^,,  l./nv  I'ljM iif.,  i'  «(.'M 


I 


k.;i 


• I ,,r>4  ■".HI  ,i'A  It  1.7-c, 

i'  r |"-M  ,.^||,r  ,th  '•.,1'  f'  ."f 

H '.I  \...  "vl  l.'i  'sv.4,:  n 

..  ■ ••I.'. I t 

» •'<  ■■)!  •'•  ■ I ,1  li't'rtv',; ,,(<i‘ 

• -li.v  ••  '•■■  ■•.»►.  I'i-I  r.  •■mi  k .‘t.M  .;■  ijUr.  ril  ’0Bta 

I'..  ' oM'"'"  •-4(}. 

, }■  ■!,(.„  Mil  !■  ' '■''■'■'1  \t7t 

>'•  ' ■■  '((.•  I i'Ik  .}'w«l  'itlU  ■' 


i ( .Ivl'.  t 


•I,  V 't  , li.  r . i(ir , 


.■r*''  I. 


• '•  ■....'  ■'iv|,Hi,  ’-yh  ■'il  iU'tiiL'iin}  IhS^ 

• I '•  . .-■ » 'V^i  > ■ 


.,  I I ■ ■ !• 


) • I • 


.'•'  I'  f«ki  ni.!l 

-•  ■ '1  ••■‘ <■■  '*•’»> I '« *'»  < ' •■  I ■ ■(  'h-4^" I^f W , 'fj *a 


t‘  • <1 


I ♦m-'VVi  , lto4£>i3»l'' 


^4. 


:'ti’ 


• •*•  (••  ■-‘‘ifi,  'iI#P  <iih  jim^M 

I ■ 1 ji  ,a•«'t^)!>  )',>< 


mifjJ 


■(*..1  (' 

(i  . , 1 ■ ■ 

( rf  ■ 1,  . 

■\  '.''(*u<'  ,lil 

•1,''.  I.  1 

1 . 1 ni  ■)<’.■'  I;i  ' •'■ 

IMI  • 1 > • 

•'t 

■ 1 ••.  ■ 

■.)'  •( .»,. 

II.  .' 

•„r' 


t iVtM 


i»/l'|  mcKV>  ' lii.p,'*  ,. ) ■;.i'.^’"| 


•I  Hit ti’ii  T‘  • 


I,  •■'I  A'/  ir 


m ' 


1800-1810.] 


1)11.  JOSEPH  ALEXANDER. 


101 


heart.  Her  farms  and  plantations  had  been  burned  with  fire— her  fac- 
tories, work-shops,  academies  and  school-houses,  that  had  escaped  the 
vandalism  of  the  foe,  were  left  to  silence  and  decay — the  sires  and  sons, 
the  mothers  and  daughters  who  had  survived  the  carnage  of  privations 
im;ident  upon  the  war,  were  reduced  to  poverty — in  a word,  the  plow- 
share of  devastation  had  torn  through  and  ruptured  all  the  resources  of 
her  former  prosperity.  But  thanks  to  Heaven  over  the  dreary  desola- 
tion, the  voice  of  liberty  and  independence  now  rung  with  a restorative 
power  and  awakened  into  life  and  activity  the  intellectual,  the  moral, 
and  the  ph}'^sical  energies  of  all  classes,  and  immediateiy  summoned 
them  to  the  noble  work  of  repair  and  improvement  Ever  ready  to 
move  with  the  foremost  in  planning  and  prosecuting  measures  pronio- 
tive  of  good  to  mankind  at  large  and  to  his  countrymen  in  particular. 
Dr.  Alexander,  impressed  with  the  duty  of  lending  his  aid  to  the  diffu- 
sion of  learning  throughout  the  State,  embarked  with  other  literary 
men  of  the  country  in  the  business  of  opening  schools  and  seminaries 
for  the  benefit  of  the  children  and  youth,  who  from  the  necessity  of 
the  times  had  been  hitherto  almost  entirely  neglected.  About  tbe 
year  1787,  he  opened  a capital  school  near  his  own  residence,  situated 
a little  over  a mile  southwest  of  Bullock’s  Creek  Church,  and  in  a few 
months  the  infant  seminary  was  thronged  with  young  men  from  his 
ow.n  and  the  adjoining  Districts.  For  a number  of  years  he  continued 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  Preceptor  with  eminent  ability,  and  had  the 
happiness  in  after  years  to  see  many  of  his  pupils  in  stations  of  honor 
and  usefulnes  as  clergymen,  physicians,  jurists  and  statesmen.  Many 
Presbyterian  ministers,  wiio  from  the  beginning  of  the  present  century 
until  the  time  of  their  death  contributed  largely  to  give  strength  and 
extension  to  that  arm  of  the  Church  in  York  and  the  neigld)oring 
Districts,  had  been  not  only  classical  students  of  his,  but  were  also 
indebted  to  him  for  their  early  attainments  in  Theological  science  The 
late  venerable  Governor  Johnson  furnishes  to  the  memory  of  man}'  of 
us,  a specimen  of  tbe  solid  stamp  of  true  South  Carolina  character  and 
early  scholarship  with  which  himself  and  many  others  of  Dr.  Alexan- 
der’s pupils  were  -permitted  during  a long  life,  to  adorn  society  and 
benefit  the  State.  Governor  Johnson  entertained  while  he  lived,  a high 
regard  for  his  venerated  Preceptor,  and  spoke  with  pride  of  his  om-e 
flourishing  academy  standing  on  a ridge-land  in  the  Bullock’s  Creek 
forest. 

From  an  intimate  j)ersonal  acquaintance  with  a number  of  the  old 
men  of  Bullock’s  Creek  congregation,  who  had  grown  up  from  children 
under  the  ministry  of  Dr.  Alexander  and  who  were  tried  and  honored 
oflicers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolution,  and  members  and  elders  of  the 
church,  the  writer  had  an  opi)ortunity  of  forming  a tolerably  accurate 
estimate  of  the  mighty  results  which  acme  both  to  the  Church  and  the 
State,  from  the  permanent  labors  of  an  enlightened  and  faithful  gospel 
ministry.  The  religion,  the  morality,  the  patriotism  and  the  sound- 
common  sense  maxims  of  the  Bible,  had  been  brought  to  bear,  with  a 
steady  and  formative  influence  upon  the  youthful  mind  in  the  congre- 
gations with  wlujse  interest  and  progress  the  greater  ]>art  of  Dr,  Alex- 
ander’s life  had  been  identified,  and  the  result  was  that  a generation  of 
men  matured  under  his  pastoral  instructions,  whose  worth  tt>  their 
country  as  soldiers  in  war  and  as  citizens  and  Christians  in  peace,  is 
beyond  all  our  powers  of  appreciation.  What  these  men  had  been  on 
the  field  of  battle  we  could  only  learn  from  the  pen  of  the  historian; 
the  scars  which  they  carried  on  their  persons,  and  their  own  recital  of 
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the  scenes  of  mortal  strife  through  \vhich  thc)^  liad  passed ; but  what 
they  were  as  men  and  as  citizens  « c kvov,  for  we  listened  to  their  words 
and  looked  upon  their  lives  as  they  passed  with  noble  and  venerable 
bearing  before  our  eyes.  As  C hristians,  they  bowed  with  reverence  tc» 
the  authority  of  the  Holy  8crif)tures,  in  all  they  believed  and  in  the 
duties  they  i)erformed.  The  family  altar,  the  sanctity  of  the  Sabbath 
and  the  House  of  God,  were  enshrined  in  their  hearts.  Their  lives 
were  a lucid  comment  on  the  wisdom,  the  purity  aud  the  strength  of 
primitive  Presbyterianism  as  an  embodiment  of  the  doctrines  of  Chris- 
tianity and  of  the  elements  of  national  i»rosperity  and  greatness.  But 
the}"  have  ])assed  from  amongst  us,  and  with  the  venerated  man  whose 
labors  and  example  contributed  so  much  to  make  them  all  they  were, 
have  gone  into  the  communion  of  an  immaculate  and  glorious  church- 
fellowship  near  the  throne  of  God,  and  are  become  citizens  of  an  illus- 
trious commonwealth,  the  grandeur  and  perjietuity  of  whose  honors 
and  immunities  were  not  won  by  the  valor  of  the  soldier  on  the  battle- 
fields of  earth,  but  were  achieved  by  the  blood  of  the  cross,  and  are 
bestowed  by  the  hand  of  Him  who  is  the  Prince  of  the  kings  of  the 
earth. 

Hr.  Alexander  closed  his  eventful  life  on  the  30th  of  July,  1809,  in  the 
74th  year  of  his  age,  and  was  buried  in  the  churchyard  at  Bullock’s 
Creek.  A simple  stone  taken  from  the  mountain  quarry  of  our  District, 
stands  at  the  head  of  his  grave,  inscribed  with  his  name,  his  age,  and 
the  time  of  Ids  death,  and  marks  the  l esting  place  of  all  that  was  mortal 
of  this  eminently  useful  and  patriotic  Divine.  L. 

York  District,  July  24th,  1855- 


Rev.  James  Gilliland,  Jr.,  was  licensed  by  the  Second 
Presbytery  of  South  Carolina,  April  8th,  i8o2,and  was  or- 
dained the  pastor  of  Nazareth  and  Fairview,  on  the  yth  of 
April,  1802.  (Vol.  I,  p.  626.)  He  was  a lively  speaker,  a 
good  scholar  and  popular  in  his  manners.  The  church 
flourished  greatly  under  his  pastorate. 

Bethesda  Church  enjoyed  the  labors  of  its  beloved  and 
excellent  pastor  the  Rev.  Robt.  B.  Walker.  “ As  to  the  nu- 
merical strength  of  the  church  previous  to  this  century  we 
have’'  .says  Mr.  Harris,  “ no  definite  information,  but  it  was 
probably  large  from  the  first.  In  the  beginning  of  the  century 
we  have  been  informed,  the  membership  was  about  one 
hundred.” 

Since  the  year  1804,  when  large  additions  had  been  made 
to  the  membership,  we  have  reliable  data,  from  which  we 
ascertain  that  the  average  annual  report  of  members  for  fifty 
years  was  one  hundred  and  sixty,  being  the  highest  in  1818, 
when  it  was  nearly  four  hundred,  and  lowest  in  1850,  when, 
in  consequence  of  the  years  of  immense  mortality  preceding 
and  also  the  extensive  emigration  to  the  West,  it  was  reduced 
to  one  hundred  and  five  (105.) 
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There  must  evidently  then  liave  been  frequent  and  impor- 
tant accretions  to  the  communicants  in  the  church  to  fill  up 
the  breaches  made  by  death  and  emigration,  and  this  is  what 
might  be  expected  from  the  character  of  her  ministry,  and 
the  churche’s  known  fidelity  to  her  children  and  families,  and 
by  the  aid  of  the  Divine  Spirit.  But  besides  this  gradual  but 
constant  increase  of  members,  there  was  at  intervals  a very 
large  influx  into  her  communion,  for  Bethesda  has  enjoyed 
several  seasons  of  general  religious  awakening,  and  as  Father 
Walker  used  to  say,  “ the  people  e.xpected  one  every  fifteen 
years.”  The  first  of  these  occurred  in  the  beginning  of  this 
century,  and  we  shall  permit  the  lamented  Bishop  to  describe 
it  : 

In  1802,  the  wonderful  work  of  grace  which  commenced  in  Kentucky, 
extended  to  this  region  of  country.  In  the  spring,  or  early  in  the  sum- 
mer of  this  year,  a ''protracted  meeting'''’  was  appointed  at  Bethesda.  at 
which  time  the  first  “ Camp  Meeting’’  was  held  at  this  Church.  The 
neighboring  ministers  were  invited  and  masses  of  men  assembled  in 
e.xpectation  of  a revival.  They  came  from  the  two  Carolinas  ; some  as 
far  as  thirty  and  forty  miles,  to  attend  this  solemn  occasion.  Eevivals 
of  great  power  had  already  appeared  in  some  of  the  surrounding:  con- 
gregations ; but  a special  work  of  grace  appeared  now  in  Bethesda.  It 
jiassed  through  that  vast  assembly  like  some  mighty  whirlwind  “The 
people  were  moved  as  the  trees  of  the  wood  are  moved  by  tlie  wind.” 
Subjects  were  taken  from  almost  every  a^e,  class,  character  and  condi- 
tion. Hundreds  retired  from  that  assembly  who  had  felt  the  mighty 
power  of  this  work,  and  very  many  returned  to  their  homes  “rejoicing 
in  ho])e  of  the  glory  of  God  ” 

Thus  commenced  that  rem-arkable  work  in  the  congregation,  known 
as  the  “ old  revival,”  and  which  continued  with  great  power  between 
three  and  four  years  Such  masses  now  crowded  the  house  of  God,  that 
in  pleasant  weather  want  of  room  compelled  them  to  retire  to  the  grove. 
They  assembled  early  on  Sabbath  morning  at  the  place  of  worship,  not 
for  worldly  conversation  or  amusement,  but  to  transact  business  for  the 
eternal  world.  Immediately  on  their  arrival,  not  waiting  on  the  pres- 
ence of  the  pastor,  the  people  commenced  prayer,  praise,  religious 
conference  and  conversation  with  the  anxious  enquirer.  In  such  e.xer- 
cises,  in  connection  with  public  worship,  was  the  day  measurably  spent, 
and  at  evening  the  })eo]fie  retired  to  their  homes  with  an  overwhelming 
sense  of  eternal  things  possessing  the  soul.  Meetings  for  prayer  during 
the  days  or  nights  of  the  week  were  appointed  in  different  parts  of  the 
congregation  and  attended  by  crowds,  for  they  now  considered  secular 
pursuits  as  secondary  to  the  interests  of  eternity.  Such  was  the  all- 
prevailing  solemnity  resting  on  the  [Miblic  mind  that  fashionable  amuse- 
ments, sports  and  pastimes  which  had  been  so  common,  disappeared, 
as  darkness  does  at  the  approach  of  dawn,  and  the  chill  of  winter  with 
the  return  of  spring.  The  business  of  life  was  not  neglected;  but  such 
was  the  absorbing  interest  then  felt  in  the  tilings  of  the  soul  that 
wherever  men  assembled,  were  it  even  to  repair  or  construct  the  roads, 
to  raise  the  house,  clear  the  fields,  or  remove  the  rubbish,  and  even  to 
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‘■‘husk  the  corn,”  (at  otlier  times  (lcmonilizin}>:)  the  work  of  {jiracethea 
proj.nessing,  and  the  salvation  of  the  soul,  were  the  general  topics  of 
conversation.  And  even  when  they  assembled  at  the  house  on  such 
occasions,  to  take  their  meals,  it  was  not  uncommon  to  spend  a time 
in  social  j)rayer  and  praise,  and  religious  conference,  before  resuming 
their  labor. 

“ Thosp  were  happy  “rolden  days. 

Sweetly  spent  in  prayer  and  praise,” 

What  number  of  persons  became  hopeful  subjects  of  grace  during  this 
revival,  can  be  learned  in  eternity  alone.  Many  from  a distance,  it  is 
believed,  were  savingly  impressed  while  attending  protracted  meetings 
at  llethesda,  who  returned  to  their  homes,  and  whose  subsequent  his- 
torj^  was  of  course  unknown  to  this  Church.  Man}"  hopeful  subjects  of 
this  gracious  work  united  themselves  to  other  branches  of  the  Church, 
and  large  additions  were  made  to  this  Church.  It  is  known  to  some  of 
you,  I am  informed,  that  at  tlie  commencement  of  this  gracious  work 
the  number  of  persons  in  actual  communion  in  this  Church,  did  not 
amount  to  eighty,  and  at  the  close  of  the  revival  it  largely  exceeded 
three  hundred  ! And  even  after  the  Church  supposed  the  revival  to 
be  at  an  end,  its  gleanings  for  years  continued  to  come  into  the  t hnrch. 
From  all  I can  learn,  I am  induced  to  believe  that  Bethesda  alone 
received  more  than  three  hundred  members  on  profession  of  their  faith 
as  the  fruits  of  this  one  revival. 

There  were  some  things  connected  with  this  work  which  were  very 
peculiar  in  their  nature,  in  relation  to  which  good  and  judicious  men 
sincerely  differed.  Of  these  I am  not  at  this  time  called  to  express  an 
opinion.  Some  who  came  into  the  Church  al'terwards  dislionored  their 
profession;  but  the  large  mass,  as  you  yourselves  are  aware,  gave  evi- 
dence of  genuine  piety.  There  are  still  some  subjects  of  that  revival 
living  among  us,  whom  we  love  and  revere  ; but  the  greater  part  are 
“ fallen  asleep.”  So  that  whatevei’  may  be  said  of  the  alleged  irregulari- 
ties and  excc^sses  of  those  times,  certain  it  is,  that  this  Church  and  com- 
munity have  reaped  lasting  benefft  from  that  work  of  grace.  Unbelief 
and  skepticism  were  confounded,  and  in  many  instances  compelled  to 
acknowledge  that  it  was  the  “ finger  of  God.”  The  caviler  was  silenced  ; 
the  hardened  sinner  and  even  the  bold  blasphemer  were  melted  and 
subdued,  and  changed.  Many  who  once  had  been  leaders  in  sin,  now 
resembled  the  man  in  the  Gospel,  who,  from  a wild  demoniac,  Avas  seen 
“ clothed  in  his  right  mind  and  sitting  at  the  feet  of  Jesus.”  The  Church 
made  much  advancement.  For  in  addition  to  its  large  accession  of 
numbers,  the  people  of  God  were  refreshed  and  invigorated,  and  took  a 
higher  position  in  the  community,  and  religion  accjuired  an  ascendency 
over  the  public  mind,  which  it  had  not  previously  held  here  and  which 
to  some  extent  has  continued  to  this  day. 

To  this  the  writer  of  this  historical  sketch  can  acid  that  he 
has  a list  of  names,  David  Sadler.  Ro.  Steele,  Ro.  Love  and 
Frank  Ervin,  of  persons  who  at  the  commencement  of  this 
religious  interest  signed  a pledge  to  one  another  that  they 
would  not  yield  to  the  influences  now  developing  so  exten- 
sively among  the  people,  but,  as  the  result  proved,  all  of 
these  were  during  the  meeting,  made  genuine  converts,  thus 
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evincing  the  power  of  efficacious  grace  and  God’s  “ making 
the  wrath  of  man  to  [)raise  him.” 

Of  the  ministers  who  have  arisen  from  this  congregation 
we  mentioned  the  names  (Vol.  I.,  pp.  6ii,  614)  and  gave 
something  of  the  history  of  the  two  McElhenny’s,  James  and 
Jolm,  the  ministry  of  one  of  whom  began  in  the  close  of  the 
last  century,  of  the  other  in  this.  Rev.  John  McElhenny, 
D.  D.,  who  was  licensed  by  Lexington  Presbytery,  in  1808, 
died  in  1871,  since  our  first  volume  was  published,  and 
was  buried  among  the  lamentations  of  good  men,  and  yet 
were  their  sorrows  mingled  with  alternate  joy,  that  one  who 
had  labored  so  faithfully  and  so  long,  and  whom  the  age  in 
which  we  live  has  cause  to  remember,  has  gone  up  higher  to 
receive  his  reward.  Bethesda  Church  reported  150  members 
in  1805,  and  139  in  1810. 

Ebenezek  is  enumerated  among  the  vacant  churches  at  the 
beginning  of  this  century,  unable  to  support  a pastor,  and  so 
also  in  the  Assembly’s  minutes  in  1808.  It  was  not  over  ten 
miles  in  a direct  line  from  Bethesda,  and  was  within  reach  of 
Rev.  Mr.  Walker.  Mr.  Harris  says  : ” For  twenty  five  years, 
in  connection  with  Bethesda,  he  also  ministered  at  Ebenezer 
Church  with  the  same  degree  of  acceptance  and  success  as 
here  in  his  pastorate.”  As  Ebenezer  does  not  apply  to  Pres- 
bytery for  supplies,  it  depended  probably  upon  him.  Its 
statistics,  as  given  in  different  years,  enumerate  35,  59,  54,42 
and  43  communicants.  Infant  baptisms,  7 and  ii. 

Beersheba,  in  York,  was  under  the  charge  of  Rev.  George 
G.  McWhorter,  in  connection  with  Bethel,  until  September, 
1 80 1,  when,  with  the  consent  of  the  churches,  he  resigned 
his  charge  and  removed  to  Salem,  on  Black  River.  The 
ruling  elders  at  this  time  were  John  Peters,  John  Chambeis, 
John  Venable,  and  Robert  Kennedy.  Beersheba  Church 
I'eported  130  members  in  communion  in  1810.  In  1802 
both  churches  petitioned  for  supplies.  They  both  ask 

and  obtain  leave  to  employ  the  Rev.  Humphrey  Plunter, 
of  Concord  Presbytery,  who  supplied  the  pulpit  for  one  or 
more  years.  Beersheba  asks  leave  in  September,  1805,  to 
call  Rev.  Jas.  S.  Adams,  then  a member  of  the  Charleston 
Association.  The  leave  is  granted,  provided  Mr.  Adams  ob- 
tain a dismission  from  the  Association  and  join  the  Presby- 
tery. In  September,  1806,  they  obtain  leave  to  continue  Mr. 
Adams  as  their  stated  supply.  Leave  is  again  asked  and 
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obtained  to  the  same  effect  in  September,  1807.  He  seems 
to  have  continued  as  their  supjjly  for  several  years,  dividing 
liis  time  between  this  church  and  Oiney,  across  the  line  in 
North  Carolina.  Mr.  Adams  obtained  his  dismission  from 
the  Congregational  Association  in  1809. 

Unity  Church,  in  the  Old  Indian  Reservation,  was  a part 
of  the  charge  of  the  Rev.  John  Brown  in  connection  with 
Waxhaw.  It  became  vacant  by  his  removal  in  1803.  It  was 
supplied  by  Humphrey  Hunter,  of  North  Carolina,  in  1805  ; 
by  Mr.  Foster  and  Geo.  Reid  in  1807,  and  by  Mr.  Walker  in 
1808.  The  second  regular  sessions  of  the  First  Presbytery  of 
South  Carolina  were  held  at  this  church  from  the  29th  of 
September  to  the  ist  of  October,  1800,  and  the  sixteenth 
regular  sessions  from  September  28th  to  the  30th  in  1807. 

Shiloh  (formerly  Calvary),  on  King’s  Creek,  west  of  Bethel, 
on  the  North  Carolina  line,  sought  supplies  at  the  beginning 
of  this  century.  W.  C.  Davis  preached  to  it  by  Presbyterial 
appointment  in  1807  and  1808,  but  it  was  chiefly  dependent 
on  the  services  of  Rev.  Jas.  S.  Adams,  who  ministered  to  it 
for  some  years,  from  time  to  time. 

Bethel  Church  (York)  was  under  the  pastoral  care  of 
Rev.  Geo.  G.  McWhorter,  in  connection  with  Beersheba,  until 
the  29th  of  September,  1801.  By  permission  of  the  Pres- 
bytery it  was  supplied  by  the  Rev.  Humphrey  Hunter,  from 
North  Carolina,  for  one  or  two  years.  Mr.  Walker,  Mr. 
Neely,  Mr.  Geo.  Reid,  are  appointed  as  supplies  for  it  in 
1807  and  1808.  During  this  vacancy  the  present  church 
building  was  erected — the  third  since  the  organization  of  the 
church.  Other  ministers  sprung  from  this  church  in  addition 
to  those  mentioned.  (Vol.  i,  pp.  605,  607.)  Only  one  ot 
whom  should  be  mentioned  here,  viz  ; Thos.  H.  Price,  whom 
we  have  found  as  minister  on  James  Island,  originated  in  this 
congregation. 

As  we  pass  over  the  Catawba  into  Lancaster  District,  we 
meet  first  with  that  ancient  church  often  called  Old  Waxh.'\w. 
In  the  beginning  of  this  century  the  Rev.  John  Brown  was 
pastor  of  this  church  and  of  Unity,  giving  to  this  last  one- 
fourth  part  of  his  time.  During  his  ministry,  in  May,  1S02, 
occurred  a memorablie  revival  of  religion,  the  tradition  of  which 
still  lingers  in  the  memories  of  many,  and  is  called  “the  old 
revival.’’  The  following  letters,  written  by  men  whose  names 
cannot’  be  mentioned  without  respect,  and  who  Were  wit- 
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OLD  WAXHAW.” 

nesses  of  these  extraordinary  scenes,  will  convey  some  faint 
idea  of  their  character. 

Dr.  Samuel  E.  McCorcle  was  a man  of  extraordinary  theo- 
logical attainments,  and  had  made  acquisitions  in  science  and 
literature  above  the  majority  of  his  cotemporaries.  He  par- 
ticipated in  these  meetings,  which  were  now  held  in  various 
congregations,  in  imitation  of  those  in  Kentucky.  He 
believed  in  revivals  as  extraordinary  outpourings  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  but  was  strongly  prejudiced  against  considering  “ the 
exercises  ” as  a part  of  the  S[>irit’s  work,  and  was  inclined  to 
doubt,  because  of  these,  whether  the  work  which  had  now 
commenced  was  of  God  or  not.  He  held  out  a long  time, 
the  disorders  he  witnessed  giving' new  strength  to  his  doubts. 
But  at  a meeting  he  was  attending  at  Bell’s  Mills,  in  North 
Carolina,  in  January,  i8o2,  his  own  son  was  among  those 
who  were  struck  down,  and  he  was  sent  for  to  come  and  pray 
for  him.  This  turned  his  thoughts  in  a new  direction,  and 
the  various  extraordinary  cases  he  witnessed  at  that  meeting 
at  length  removed  the  difficulties  under  vvhich  he  labored. 
He  attended  the  meetings  at  Third  Creek  and  the  Cross-Roads, 
in  Iredell  and  at  New  Providence,  N.  C.,  of  winch  he  gives 
some  account,  preached  the  opening  sermon  at  the  camp- 
meeting at  Waxhaw,  but  relies  for  a 'description  of  its  progress 
upon  the  following 

TESTIMONY  OF  REV.  JNO.  m’gkEADY. 

May  28,  1802. 

“I  have  just  returned  from  a general  meeting  (so  called 
because  different  congregations  and  different  denominations 
were  invited  to  join  in  it)  at  Waxhaw’s,  in  South  Carolina, 
which  commenced  on  Friday,  21st  instant,  and  closed  on  the 
ensuing  Tuesday. 

“About  twenty  ministers  of  different  denominations  attended, 
one  hundred  and  twenty  wagons,  twenty  carts,  and  eight 
carriages,  and  by  a rough  computation,  about  three  thousand 
five  hundred  persons,  of  whom  more  than  one  hundred  wei  e 
exercised  on  the  occasion,  few  of  whom  received  the  sensible 
comfort  of  religion.  I am  happy  that  I attended,  because  I 
have  returned  with  answers  to  two  or  three  objections  which 
were  made  here  against  the  least  degree  of  divine  agency  in 
this  work.  Those  objections  originated  from  facts  that  had 
taken  place  at  two  common  sacramental  occasions  which  I 
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had  just  before  attended — one  in  the  vicinity,  the  other  at 
home.  At  the  first  of  these,  the  opposers  were  numerous, 
wretched,  restless  and  daring.  They  cursed,  and  scoffed,  and 
threatened,  and  fortified  themselves  with  ardent  spirits  to  pre- 
vent the  stroke  or  animate  for  opposition.  And  yet  not  one 
of  them  was  struck  down.  At  the  other  sacrament  a number 
of  females  were  afflicted,  but  not  one  man.  These  circum- 
stances could  not  escape  observation,  united  with  another, 
viz;  that  it  is  at  the  close  of  all  our  meetings,  when  the  body 
is  debilitated,  and  the  mind  impressed  with  a long  series  of 
dreadful  sights  and  sounds,  that  by  far  the  greater  number 
fall. 

“ At  Waxhaw’s  I saw  these  objections  vanish  away. 
About  twenty  persons  fell  the  first  day;  the  far  greater  num- 
ber throughout  the  whole  occasion  were  men,  and  few  op- 
posers  escaped  ; not  less  than  twelve  of  the  most  notorious 
lell.  The  second  person  that  I saw  struck  was  a man  who 
had  boasted  that  he  would  not  fall.  However,  struck  he  was, 
fled,  fell,  was  found  and  brought  to  a tent,  where  I saw  him, 
and  heard  him  cry  for  mercy.  Curiosity  had  compelled 
another  to  attend,  and  the  fear  of  falling  had  induced  him  to 
drink  freely,  so  that  it  was  doubtful  when  he  was  struck 
down,  what  was  the  true  cause.  Time  determined.  I saw 
him  twelve  hours  after,  and  he  was  trying  in  ardent  language 
to  express  his  repentance,  love,  joy,  gratitude,  resolution  and 
hope.  I saw  another,  soon  after  he  had  fallen.  His  com- 
panion was  gazing  on.  A respectable  by-stander'  told  me 
that  they  were  racing  horses  into  the  encampment  that  morn- 
ing, that  they  were  swearing  and  talking  profanely,  that  the 
fallen  had  boasted  that  nothing  but  his  bottle  should  ever 
bring  him  down,  and  that  he  would  not,  for  tlie  value  of  the 
whole  camp  be  degraded  by  falling  for  anything  else. 
Another  was  struck  down,  and  by  one  of  the  ministers  (who 
told  me)  he  was  urged  to  pray.  This  he  peremptorily  refused. 
He  was  urged  again,  and  then  declared  that  he  would  rather 
be  damned  than  pray.  Such  a comment  on  the  enmity  and 
pride  of  the  human  heart  I never  heard  before.  After  lying 
all  night  on  the  ground,  he  crept  away  the  next  morning, 
and  I heard  no  more  of  him, 

“A  remarkable  occurrence  took  place  on  my  return,  not 
far  from  the  encampment.  A young  man  was  exercised  in  a 
thick  wood  ; he  was  found,  and  then  called  lor  his  relatives 
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and  neiglibors,  to  whom  he  gave  a very  ardent  exhortation. 
His  exercises  were  joyful,  as  they  respected  himself,  but 
became  painful  when  his  thoughts  turned  on  his  thoughtle.^s 
or  opposing  relatives  and  neighbors.  But  the  most  singular 
circumstance  was  his  own  solemn  declaration  that  he  had  ex- 
perienced this  painful  work  in  that  very  wood  long  before  he 
had  ever  seen  it  in  others  ; and,  therefore,  he  cried  out  with 
unusual  animation,  ‘ O,  my  friends,  this  work  is  the  work  of 
God,  and  not  sympathy,  as  some  of  you  suppose.’ 

DR.  FURMAN’S  LETTER. 

The  following  letter  from  Rev.  Dr.  Furman,  of  Charleston, 
to  Dr.  Rippon,  of  London,  is  a description  of  the  same  meet- 
ing by  a distinguished  and  well-known  minister  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  who  was  present  at  and  a participant  in  its 
religious  exercises  : 

Charleston,  August  ii,  1802. 

“ Rev.  and  Dear  Sir : 

“ Having  promised  you  some  information  respecting  the 
extraordinary  meeting  at  the  Waxhaws,  to  which  I purposed 
going  at  the  time  I wrote,  in  May,  and  having  accordingly 
attended  it,  I now  sit  down  to  perform  my  promise. 

It  was  appointed  by  the  Presbyterian  clergy  in  that  part  of 
the  country,  but  clergymen  of  other  denominations  were 
invited  to  it,  and  it  was  proposed  to  be  conducted  on  the  same 
principles  and  plan  with  those  held  in  Kentucky.  The  place 
of  meeting  is  about  one  hundred  and  seventy  miles  from 
Charleston,  in  the  midst  of  a large  settlement  of  Presbyte- 
rians, but  not  far  distant  from  some  congregations  of  Baptists 
and  Methodists.  This  Presbvterian  congregation  is  one  of 
the  first  which  were  formed  in  the  upper  part  of  this  State, 
has  for  its  pastor  a Mr.  Brown,  v'dio  is  a respectable  character 
and  is  furnished  with  a commodious  place  of  worship.  But 
as  the  place  of  worship  would  not  be  in  any  wise  equal  to  the 
numbers  expected,  a place  was  chosen  in  the  forest  for  an 
encampment.  The  numbers  which  assembled  from  various 
parts  of  the  country  formed  a very'  large  congregation,  the 
amount  of  which  has  been  variously^  estimated;  to  me  there 
appeared  to  be  three  thousand  or  perhaps  four  thousand  per- 
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sons,  but  some  supposed  there  were  seven  thousand  or  eight 
thousand.  My  information  respecting  the  number  of  minis- 
ters who  attended,  was  probably  not  correct,  but  from  what  I 
observed  and  collected  from  others,  th.ere  were  eleven  Presby- 
terians, four  Baptists  and  three  Methodists.  The  encamp- 
ment was  laid  out  in  an  oblong  form,  e.xtending  from  the  top 
of  a hill  down  the  south  side  of  it,  toward  a stream  of  water 
which  ran  at  the  bottom  in  an  eastern  direction,  including  a 
vacant  space  of  about  three  hundred  yards  in  length  and  one 
hundred  and  fifty  in  breadth.  Lines  of  tents  were  erected  on 
every  side  of  this  space,  and  between  them,  and  behind,  were 
the  waggons  and  riding  carriages  placed,  the  space  itself  being 
reserved  for  the  assembling  of  the  congregation,  or  congre- 
gations rather,  to  attend  public  worship.  Two  stands  were 
fixed  on  for  this  purpose  ; at  the  one  a stage  was  erected 
under  some  lofty  trees,  which  afforded  an  ample  shade;  ^t  the. 
other,  which  was  not  so  well  provided  for  with  shade,  a- 
waggon  was  placed  for  the  rostrum. 

“ The  public  serv/ice  began  on  Friday  afternoon,  the  2ist  of 
May,  with  a sermon  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  McCorcle,  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  after  which  the  congregation  was  dismissed, 
but  at  the  same  time  the  hearers  were  informed  that  they 
would  be  visited  at  their  tents  and  exhorted  by  the  ministers, 
during  the  course  of  the  evening.  To  this  information  an 
exhortation  was  added,  that  they  would  improve  the  time  in 
religious  conversation,  earnest  prayer  and  singing  the  praise 
of  God.  This  mode  of  improving  the  time  both  by  the  min- 
isters and  a large  proportion  of  the  hearers  was  strictly 
adhered  to  ; not  onlv  were  e.xhortations  given,  but  many 
sermons  were  also  preached  along  the  lines  in  the  evening, 
and  the  e.xercises  continued  by  the  ministers  in  general  till 
midnight,  and  by  the  Methodist  ministers  among  their  adhe- 
rents nearly  or  quite  all  the  night. 

On  Saturday  morning  the  ministers  assembled  after  an 
early  breakfast  and  appointed  a com  nittee  to  arrange  the 
services  for  that  day  and  the  two  following.  The  committee 
consisted  wholly  of  Presbyterian  Ministers.  They  soon 
performed  the  work  of  their  appointment  and  assigned  the 
several  ministers  j^resent  their  respective  parts  of  service.  By 
this  arrangement  the  public  services  were  appointed  at  each 
stand  for  that  day;  three  for  the  Sabbath,  together  with  the 
administration  of  the  communion,  at  a place  a little  distant 
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from  the  encampment,  and  two  at  each  stand  again  for  Mon- 
day. The  intervals  and  evenings  in  particular  to  be  iniproved 
in  the  same  manner  as  on  tlie  former  day.  Necessary  busi- 
ness calling  me- away  on  Sunday  evening,  T did  not  see  the 
conclusion  of  the  meeting.  This,  however,  I can  say,  it  was 
conducted  with  much  solemnity  while  I was  at  it,  and  the 
engagedness  of  the  people  appeared  to  be  great.  Many 
seemed  to  be  seriously  concerned  for  the  salvation  of  their 
souls,  and  the  preaching  and  exhortation  of  the  ministers  in 
general  were  well  calculated  to  inspire  right  sentiments  and 
make  right  impressions. 

In  the  intervals  of  public  worship  the  voice  of  praise  was 
heard  among  the  tents  in  every  direction,  and  frequently  that 
of  prayer  by  private  Christians.  The  communion  service  was 
performed  with  much  apiparent  devotion  while  I attended, 
which  was  at  the  serving  of  the  first  table.  The  Presbyterians 
and  the  Methodists  sat  down  together,  but  the  Baptists,  on 
the  principle  which  has  generally  governed  them  on  this  sub- 
ject, abstained. 

Several  persons  suffered,  at  this  meeting,  those  bodily 
affections  which  have  been  before  experienced  in  Kentucky, 
North  Carolina,  and  at  other  places  where  the  extraordinary 
revivals  in  religion  within  this  year  or  two  have  taken  place. 
Some  ot  them  fell  instantaneously,  as  though  struck  with 
lightning,  and  continued  insensible  for  a length  of  time; 
others  were  more  tnildly  affected,  and  soon  recovered  their 
bodily  strength,  with  a proper  command  of  their  mental 
powers.  Deep  conviction  for  sin,  and  apprehension  of  the 
wrath  of  God  was  professed  by  the  chief  of  them  at  first,  and 
several  of  them  afterwards  appeared  to  have  a joyful  sense  of 
pardoning  mercy  through  a Reedemer.  Others  continued 
under  a sense  of  condemnation  after  those  e.xlraorclinai y 
bodily  affections  ceased,  and  some  from  the  first  appeared  to 
be  more  affected  with  the  greatness  and  goodness  of  God, 
and  with  the  love  of  Christ  than  with  apprehensions  of  Divine 
wrath.  In  a few  cases  there  were  indications,  as  I. conceived, 
of  enthusiasm  and  even  affectation,  but  in  others  a strong 
evidence  of  supernatural  power  and  gracious  influence.  Sev- 
eral received  the  impression  in  Lheir  tents,  others  in  a still 
more  retired  situation,  quite  withdiauvn  from  company,  some 
who  had  been  to  that  moment  in  opposition  to  what  was  thus 
going  on  under  the  character  of  the  work  of  God,  and  others 
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who  had  been  till  then  careless.  The  number  of  persons  thus 
affected  while  I was  present  was  not  great  in  proportion  to 
the  multitude  attending.  I have,  indeed,  been  informed 
several  more  were  affected  the  evening  after  I came  away  and 
the  next  day,  but  in  all,  they  could  not  be  equal  to  the  pro- 
portional numbers  which  w'ere  thus  affected  at  some  other 
meetings,  especially  in  Kentucky.  Several,  indeed  a very 
considerable  number,  had  gone  seventy  or  eighty  miles  from 
the  lower  part  of  this  State  to  attend  this  meeting.  Of  these,  a 
pretty  large  proportion  came  under  the  above  described  im- 
pressions, and  since  their  return  to  their  homes  an  extra- 
ordinary revival  has  taken  place  in  the  congregation  to  which 
‘they  belong.  It  has  spread  also  across  the  upper  parts  of  this 
State,  in  a western  direction.  There  are  some  favorable  ap- 
pearances in  several  of  the  Baptist  churches,  but  my  accounts 
of  them  are  not  particular  enough  to  be  transmitted.  Taking 
it  for  granted  that  you  have  seen  the  publication  entitled 
Surprising  Accounts,”  by  Woodward,  of  Philadelphia,  con- 
taining the  accounts  of  revivals  in  Kentucky,  Tennessee  and 
North  Carolina,  I therefore  say  nothing  of  them  ; but  only 
that  the  work  in  North  Carolina  increases  greatly;  opposition 
however  is  made  by  manv,  and  I am  informed  that  the  con- 
gregation of  which  I liave  been  writing  so  much  (that  at  the 
Waxhaws)  is  likely  to  be  divided  on  account  of  it,  and  that 
Mr.  Brown  has  been  shut  out  of  the  place  of  worship  since 
the  meeting  was  held  there,  by  some,  I suppose,  a majority, 
of  his  elders  and  adherents.  A particular  reason  of  the 
offense  taken  by  them,  as  I have  understood,  was  the  practice 
of  communing  with  the  Methodists.  Having  mentioned  this 
denomination  frequently,  I think  it  proper  to  say  that  it  is  that 
class  of  Methodists  who  are  followers  of  Mr.  Wesley,  which 
is  intended  ; few  of  the  followers  of  Mr.  Whitfield  are  to  be 
found  in  the  United  States,  not  at  least  as  congregations. 
These  general  meetings  have  a great  tendency  to  excite  the 
attention  and  eng-acre  it  to  religion.  Were  there  no  other 
argument  in  their  favor,  this  alone  would  carry  great  weight 
with  a reflecting  mind,  but  there  are  many  more  which  may 
be  urged.  At  the  same  time  it  must  be  concecUd  that  there 
are  some  incidental  evils  which  attend  them  and  give  oain  to 
one  who  feels  a just  regard  for  religion.  Men  of  an  enthusi- 
astic disposition  have  a favorable  opportunity  at  them  of  diffu- 
sing their  spirit,  and  they  do  not  fail  to  improve  the  opportu- 
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nity  for  this  purpose,  ai'.d  the  too  free  intercourse  between 
tlie  sexes  in  such  an  encampment  is  unfavorable.  However, 
I liope  the  direct  good  obtdined  from  these  meetings  will 
much  more  than  counterbalance  the  incidental  evil. 

“ I am  reverend  and  dear  sir,  your  friend  and  servant  in 
the  Gospel, 

RICHARD  FURMAN.”* 

The  revivals  of  this  period  were  attended  with  bodily  agi- 
tations and  nervous  excitement  far  more  perhaps  than  at  any 
other.  But  in  the  Carolinas  the  bodily  exercises  never  pro- 
ceeded to  such  extravagant  and  even  frightful  extreme  as  in 
the  West,  and  especially  in  Kentucky.  There  was  exhibited 
as  Dr.  Davidson  in  his  excellent  history  of  the  Presb)’terian 
Church  in  Kentucky  has  described  them,  the  falling  exercise, 
the  jerkings,  the  rolling,  the  running,  the  dancing,  the 
barking  exercise,  to  which  he  adds  visions  and  trances.  In 
the  falling  exercise  some  fell  suddenly  as  if  struck  by  an 
invisible  power,  while  others  were  seized  with  a universal 
tremor  before  they  fell.  Many  uttered  loud  shrieks  in  their 
prostrate  state,  or  cries  of  “glory  !”  Some  were  more  or  less- 
convulsed  after  they  fell,  drumming  with  their  heels,  or  with 
their  bodies  bouncing  on  the  floor,  and  sometimes  there  was 
a prancing  over  the  benches,  possibly  from  an  attempt  to 
resist  the  impulse  before  they  actually  fell.  They  would 
remain  in  this  state  from  fifteen  minutes  to  two  or  three 
hours.  And  the  numbers  so  affected  would  be  counted  by 
hundreds,  and  was  computed  in  one  instance  by  thousands. 
This  falling  under  deep  religious  impression  had  occurred 
before,  as  under  VVdiitefield.  (See  vol.  i of  this  work,  p.  239, 
the  ca'^e  of  Mr.  Bull.)  So  in  the  days  of  Edwards  and  the 
Tennents.  The  jerks  first  occurred  at  a sacrament  in  East 
Tennessee,  and  were  quickly  propagated.  In  the  least  violent 
cases  it  was  a jerking  of  the  forearm  from  the  elbow  down- 
wards— quick,  sudden,  apparently  uncontrolable.  It  some- 
times e.xtcnded  t?o  other  members,  tlie  head  would  be  thrown 
violently  backward  and  forward,  or  from  side  to  side,  or  from 
right  to  left,  with  e.xtreme  velocity  so  that  scarcely  a feature 
could  be  discovered.  In  the  rolling  exercise  the  head  and 
heels  would  be  drawn  together,  and  the  person  would  roll 

*Eene(liet’s  Historv  of'the  Ba])tists,  vol.  II.,  {).  1G7,  Boston  Edition,  of 
1813. 
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like  a wheel,  or  turn  over  and  over  sideways  like  a log.  In 
the  running  exercise  the  person  would  run  with  amazing 
swiftness,  leaping  over  obstacles  with  wondrous  agility,  pran- 
cing over  benches  fo  some  time  and  perhaps  falling  at  last 
in  a swoon.  Again  some  would  leap  and  jump  without  any 
measured  step,  or  dance  with  a gentle  and  not  ungracetul 
motion  to  a lively  tune.  To  all  human  appearance  these 
acts  were  involuntary  and  there  are  many  examples  adduced 
to  show  that  they  were  not  under  the  control  of  the  will,  as 
even  ungodly  men  were  struck  down  and  yet  were  not  con- 
verted, or  when  persons  resolved  that  they  would  resist 
their  impulses,  but  were  unable.  Instances  are  on  record 
were  persons  were  so  seized  when  they  were  entirely  alone, 
when  they  were  at  their  own  homes,  and  stayed  away  from 
those  places  of  public  concourse  that  they  might  avoid  those 
singular  affections  and  the  exposure  they  would  occasion. 

There  was  also  in  some  of  those  meetings  great  confusion. 
The  rhultitude  was  so  great  that  different  preachers  addressed 
them  from  different  stands,  and  then  in  those  seasons  of 
excitement  they  would  break  into  groups,  the  voice  of  the 
preacher  disregarded,  each  knot  of  people  conducting  their 
worship,  each  as  seemed  lo  them  good.  On  some  occasions 
the  female  part  of  the  worshippers  laid  aside  that  delicacy, 
reserve  and  self-respect  that  belonged  to  them  and  in  the 
warmth  of  affection  on  either  side  intercourse  between  the 
sexes  was  without  tliat  decorum  which  the  usages  of  society 
and  nature  itself  imposes.  These  things  were  magnified  by 
opposers  and  rules  of  conduct  were  at  length  framed  by  the 
church-leaders  and  their  assistants  for  the  abatement  of  these 
evils. 

If  our  space  would  allow  us  we  might  bring  forward  indi- 
vidual cases  to  substantiate  what  we  have  mentioned  thus 
generally.  But  we  must  refer  the  curious  reader  to  the 
compilation  Dr.  Davidson  has  made  from  various  sources. 
There  is  enough  that  is  strange  without  reverting  to  the  tes- 
timony of  the  eccentric  Lorenzo  Dow.  who  says,  " I have 
passed  a meeting-house  where  I observed  the  undergrowth 
had  been  cut  for  a camp  meeting,  and  from  fifty  to  a hundied 
saplings  had  been  left  breast  high,  on  purpose  for  the  people, 
who  were  jerked  to  hold  on  by.  I observed  where  they  had 
held  on,  they  had  kicked  up  the  earth  as  a horse  stamping 
flies.  It  may  well  be  suspected  tl  at  Lorenzo  Dow  was 
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imposed  upon,  and  that  the  saplings  were  left  as  hitching 
posts  for  horses. 

The  question  is  left  us  as  to  whether  these  phenomena 
were  natural  or  supernatural,  and  if  the  latter,  whether  they 
were  from  a divine  source,  or  the  work  of  “ him  who  lieth  in 
wait  to  deceive.” 

After  a review  of  all  that,  Dr.  George  Baxter,  of  Virginia, 
who,  when  entering  the  ministry,  spent  a month  in  Kentucky 
in  attendance  upon  these  meetings,  says  of  them,  fthe  Londoti 
Christian  Obsa'ver  says)  : “ It  is  a well-known  fact,  that,  in 
general,  these  strange  emotions  are  not  so  involuntary  as  they 
appear  to  be;  fur  it  has  been  usually  found  to  be  very  easy 
for  the  preachers  to  repress  them  whenever  they  are  inclined 
to  do  so.”  ‘‘Let  us  request  any  one  to  weigh  well  this  ques- 
tion, whether  he  can  ascribe  to  God,  the  God  of  order  and 
wisdom,  such  wild  and  disorderly  effects  as  have  been  de- 
scribed ? May  they  not  even  be  the  devices  of  that  enemy, 
who  is  emphatically  called  in  scripture  ‘ the  deceiver’  of  the 
world,  who  would  thus  delude  men  into  a' false  estimate  of 
their  spiritual  state,  and  also  bring  into  disrepute  the  com- 
mon, but  far  more  valuable,  effects  produced  by  the  zealous 
and  faithful  preaching  of  the  gospel?”  (Vol.  I,  p.  672.) 
‘‘By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them.”  Dr.  Baxter  testifies,  that 
‘‘the  characters  of  Kentucky  travelers  were  entirely  changed; 
that  such  men  became  as  remarkable  for  sobriety  as  they  had 
been  for  dissoluteness.  I found  Kentucky,  to  appearance, 
the  most  moral  place  I had  ever  seen.  A religious  awe 
seemed  to  pervade  the  country;  and  some  deistical  charac- 
ters had  confessed  that,  from  whatever  cause  the  revival 
miiTt  proceed,  it  made  the  people  better.”  The  great  num- 
ber of  sound  conversions,  the  fruits  of  which  were  abiding, 
is  a testimony  that  the  real  agency  was  not  from  beneath. 

Were  these  strange  bodily  affections,  then,  the  special  and 
direct  effects  of  the  Spirit  of  God  ? This  question  must  be 
answered  in  the  negative.  “ God  is  not  the  author  of  con- 
fusion, but  of  peace,  as  in  all  the  churches  of  the  saints.” 
Even  in  the  day  of  miracle  the  Corinthian  Church  is  guarded 
against  such  scenes  of  confusion.  Even  then  ” the  spirits  of 
the  prophets  were  subject  to  the  prophets,”  and  the  direction 
was  “ Let  all  things  be  done  decently  and  in  order.” 

We  are  to  look,  therefore,  to  the  influence  of  natural  causes, 
working  through  that  mysterious  connection  of  the  body  with 
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the  mind.  Any  powerful  impres.sion  made  upon  the  mind 
acts  through  it  upon  the  body.  Fear  often  paralyzes  all  our 
corporal  energies,  and  an  imagined  calamity  often  produces 
as  great  agitation  as  one  that  has  really  occurred.  Religious 
emotions,  the  sense  of  guilt,  the  dread  of  its  punishment,  the 
love  of  God,  the  power  of  faith,  tlie  vision  of  a world  to  come, 
may  act  powerfully  upon  the  corporal  frame.  Edwards  speaks 
of  a young  lady  of  remarkable  personal  beaut)g  of  refined 
tastes,  of  wonderful  sweetness,  calmness  and  universal  benevo- 
lence of  mind,  whose  views  of  spiritual  objects  were  often  the 
most  delightful  and  overpowering,  nature  often  sinking  under 
the  weight  of  divine  discoveries  ; the  strength  of  the  body 
being  taken  away,  so  as  to  deprive^  her  of  all  ability  to  stand 
or  speak  ; sometimes  the  hands  clenched  and  the  flesh  cold, 
but  the  senses  still  remaining'.”  This  voung  ladv,  Sarah 
Pierrepont,  became  his  own  wife,  and  the  knowledge  of  her 
experience  under  the  impressions  of  true  religion,  made  him 
more  tolerant  than  he  might  otherwise  have  been  to  these 
bodil)’  affections  in  seasons  of  revival.  If  thei  e is  now  added 
to  this  the  power  of  sympathy,  and  the  tendency  to  imitation, 
the  wdiole  of  these  phenomena  is  accounted  for  from  natural 
causes.  Epilepsy  is  itself  ” catching.”  The  children  in  a 
poor-house  at  Harlem  were  seized  with  fits  from  seeing  one 
of  their  number  attacked  ; nor  could  any  stop  be  put  to  this 
epidemic  malady  until  Dr.  Boerhave,  with  great  sagacity, 
forbade  the  administering  of  medicine,  and  sought  to  produce 
an  impression  upon  the  mind.  He  introduced  into  the  hall 
where  the  children  were  assembled,  several  portable  furnaces, 
ordered  that  certain  crooked  irons  should  be  heated  and  ap- 
plied to  the  arm  of  the  first  individual  that  was  taken.  The 
convulsions  at  oiice  ceased.  There  was  a family  of  six  chd- 
dren  in  Chelmsford,  Mass.,  one  of  whom  was  afflicted  with 
St.  Vitus’  dance;  the  rest  imitated  his  gestures  for  sport, 
until  they  participated  in  his  disease.  The  father  prepared  a 
block  and  axe,  and  threatened  to  decapitate  the  first  who  ex- 
hibited these  affections  e.xceptthe  original  sufferer,  and  the  rest 
were  affected  no  more.  So  the  Romans,  when  in  the  e.xcite- 
ment  of  the  Comitia,  their  public  meetings  for  elections,  one 
was  seized  with  epilepss',  adjourned  the  Comitia,  lest  others 
should  be  siezed,  as  experience  showed  they  would  be,  by  the 
same  disorder,  the  Morbus  Coniithxlis.  So,  in  these  meetings, 
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The  condnsion  to  which  Dr.  Alexander,  of  Princeton,  in 
his  letter  to  the  Watclunan  and  Observer^  was  brought,  is  tlius 
expressed  : 

Princeton,  N.  ]..  September  5,  1846. 

Mr.  Editor  : The  letter  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Baxter,  giving 

an  account  of  the  great  revival  in  Kentucky,  in  the  year  1800 
and  1801.  recently  published  by  you,  was  written  before  the 
results  could  be  accurately  known.  Dr.  Baxter  himself 
changed  his  views  respecting  some  appearances,  of  which  he 
expresses  a favorable  opinion,  in  this  letter.  And  many  facts 
which  occurred  at  the  close  of  the  revival  were  of  such  a 
nature  that  j udicious  men  were  fully  persuaded  that  there  was 
much  that  was  wrong  in  the  manner  of  conducting  the  work, 
and  that  an  erratic  and  enthusiastic  spirit  prevailed  to  a 
lamentable  extent.  It  is  not  doubted,  however,  that  the 
Spirit  of  God  was  really  poured  out,  and  that  many  sincere 
converts  were  made,  especially  in  the  commencement  of  the 
revival,  but  too  much  indulgence  was  given  to  a heated 
imagination,  and  too  much  stress  was  laid  on  the  bodilv  affec- 
tions,  which  accompanied  the  work,  as  though  these  were 
supernatural  phenomena,  intended  to  arouse  the  attention  of 
a careless  world.  Even  Dr.  Baxter,  in  the  narrative  wdiich 
he  gives  in  this  letter,  seems  to  favor  this  opinion,  and  it  is 
well  known  that  many  pious  people  in  Virginia  entertained 
similar  sentiments. 

Thus,  what  was  really  a bodily  infirmity,  was  considered  to 
be  a supernatural  means  of  awakening  and  convincing  infidels 
and  other  irreligious  persons.  And  the  more  these  bodily 
affections  were  encouraged,  the  more  they  increased,  until  at 
length  they  assumed  the  appearance  of  a formidable  nervous 
disease,  which  was  manifestly  contagious,  as  might  be  proved 
by  many  well  attested  ficts. 

Some  of  the  disastrous  results  of  this  religious  excitement 
were  : 

1st.  A spirit  of  error,  which  led  many,  among  whom  were 
some  Presbyterian  ministers,  wdio  had  before  maintained  a 
good  character,  far  astray. 

2cl.  A spirit  of  schism,  a considerable  number  of  the  sub- 
jects and  friends  of  the  revival  separated  from  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  formed  a new  body,  which  preached  and 
published  a very  loose  and  erroneous  system  of  theolog\'  ; 
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and  though  a part  of  these  schismatics,  when  the  excitement 
had  subsided,  returned  again  to  the  bosom  of  the  Church, 
others  continued  to  depart  further  from  the  orthodox  system, 
in  which  they  had  been  educated,  and  which  they  had  long 
professed  and  preached.  Among  these  was  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Stone,  who  became  the  leader  of  an  Arian  sect,  which  con- 
tinues unto  this  day. 

3d.  A spirit  of  wild  enthusiasm  was  enkindled,  under  the 
influence  of  which,  at  least  three  pastors  of  Presbyterian 
churches  in  Kentucky,  and  some  in  Ohio,  went  off  and  joined 
the  Shakers.  Husbands  and  wives  who  had  lived  happily 
together  were  separated,  and  their  children  given  up  to  be 
educated  in  this  most  enthusiastic  society.  I forbear  to  men- 
tion names  for  the  sake  of  the  friends  of  these  deluded  men 
and  women.  And  the  truth  is — and  it  should  not  be  con- 
cealed— that  the  general  result  of  this  great  excitement  was 
an  almost  total  desolation  of  the  Presbyterian  Churches  in 
Kentucky  and  part  of  Tennessee.  For  the  religious  body 
commonly  denominated  ‘‘  Cumberlands,”  arose  out  of  this 
revival.  The  awakening  commenced  in  the  south  part  of 
Kentucky,  and. extended  into  the  bordering  counties  of  Ten- 
nessee. The  Cumberland  Presbyter}/,  situated  in  that  region, 
in  utter  di.^regard  of  the  rules  ot  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
which  they  had  solemnly  adopted  at  their  ordination,  went  on 
to  license  a number  of  men,  and  to  ordain  some  who  had  no 
pretensions  to  a liberal  educ.ition  ; and  they  no  longer  re- 
quired candidates  for  the  ministry  to  subscribe  the  Presby- 
terian Confession,  but  openly  rejected  some  of  the  cardinal 
doctrines  of  Calvinism.  The  Synod  of  Kentucky  sent  a 
large  “ Commission  ” to  deal  with  the  Presbytery,  who  in- 
sisted on  examining  the  persons  who  had  been  licensed  and 
ordained  contrary  to  order;  and  when  the  Cumberland  Pres- 
bytery refused  to  submit  their  newly  licensed  candidates  to 
the  examination  of  the  Commission,  they  were  sus[Anded  by 
this  body.  Thence  arose  a new  body  of  Presbyterians,  pro- 
fessing, for  the  most  part,  Arminian  doctrines.  Still,  how- 
ever, adhering  (though  inconsistently)  to  the  doctrine  of  the 
Saint’s  Perseverance,  and  to  the  Presbyterian  Principles  of 
Church  Government, 

A few  years  since,  when  nciv  Dicasures'  were  coming  much 
into  vogue.  Dr.  Baxter’s  letter  was  published,  I think,  in  the 
New  York  Evangelist,  to  support  those  measures.  Dr.  I3ax- 
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ter,  on  being  informed  of  it,  promised  the  wn’ter  that  he 
would  publish  an  explanation  ; which,  however,  he  did  not 
live  to  perform.  A.  A. 

“Among  human  beings,”  says  a medical  writer,  “there  exists 
such  a power  of  sympathetic  consent  that  a multitude  may 
be  apparently  possessed  by  the  same  spirit  ; the  organism  of 
each  instaneously  taking  on  the  same  action  simply  from  the 
general  attention  being  directed  to  the  same  objects.  If  we 
would  learn  the  full  extent  of  sympathy,  we  must  study  the 
records  of  the  Dancing  Mania,  or  see  the  Barkers,  the  Shak- 
ers, the  Jumpers,  the  Dervises,  and  other  Convulsionaires  at 
their  deyotions.  There  are  many  facts  which  tend  to  con- 
vince us  that  a large  company  may  be  put  into  such  relation 
to  each  other,  under  similar  circumstances,  as  that  the  very 
same  idea  shall  present  itself  to  all  at  the  same  moment.” 
The  use  of  the  body  in  relation  to  the  mind.”  By  George 
Moore,  M.D.,  Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians, 
etc.,  etc.,  p.  66 

Let  us  separate  then  this  revival  itself,  as  a re- 
ligious work  upon  the  soul,  from  these  corporeal  phe- 
nomena, to  which  the  religious  element  does  not  attach.  As 
a revival  it  was  a great  and  glorious  work,  but  marred  sadly, 
in  more  parts  of  the  country  than  one,  by  its  unnecessary 
accompaniments.  The  General  Assembly  in  its  pastoral  let- 
ter of  1S04  noticed  these  in  language  of  disapprobation.* 

In  May,  1802,  during  the  Great  Revival,  Mr.  Brown  intro- 
duced Dr.  Watts  Psalms  and  Hymns.  This  was  deemed  a 
sacrilege  by  that  portion  of  the  congregation  whose  ears 
were  accustomed  only  to  Rouse’s  Version.  Nor  did  they 
a[)prove  of  the  proceedings  in  the  revival.  Dr.  Brown,  leav- 
iim  the  next  year,  and  the  Associate  and  Associate  Reform- 
ed  ministers  finding  willing  ears,  a rent  was  occasioned  in  the 
congregation  which  never  has  been  healed.  The  elders  that 
drew  off  were  Robert  Montgomery,  Robert  Dunlap,  John 
Harris  ; and  the  elders  that  remained  were  Alexander  Carnes, 
Moses  Stephenson,  and  Nathan  Barr.  The  dissentients 
claimed  the  Black  Jack  church,  and  had  supplies  until  Mr. 
Kitchen  was  called  as  their  pastor.  There  are  two  large 

*Davidson’s  Hist,  of  Pres.  C’h.  Ky.,  Chap.  V.  vii.  Princeton  Kev.  Vol. 
VI.  Hr.  Baxter’s  Fetters,  AVatchinan  and  Observer,  Sej)!.  5,  1841). 
Tracy’s  Great  Awakening,  Chap.  XIll. 
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and  flourishing  churches  now  in  that  quarter,  viz;  Tirza  and 
Shiloh,  under  the  pastoral  charge  of  tlic  Rev.  D.  P.  Robin- 
son. 

In  the  beginning  of  this  century,  the  Presbytery  of  South 
Carolina  was  divided  into  two  Presbyteries,  the  P'irst  Presby- 
tery and  the  Second  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina,  John 
Brown  being  at  that  time  the  pastor  of  Waxhaw  and  Unity 
churches.  In  1803  he  was  released  from  the  pastoral  care  of 
the  Waxhaw  congregation,  by  the  P'irst  Presbytery,  at  his 
own  request.  His  subsequent  history  is  well  known.  He 
had  chai'ge  of  a High  School  at  Wadesboro’,  N.  C.,  for 
several  years,  and  a flourishing  acadeniy  at  Salisbury.  Pie 
became  Professor  of  Logic  and  Moral  Philosophy  in  South 
Carolina  College  in  1809;  President  of  the  University  of 
Georgia  in  i8ii,  in  which  year  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Divinity  was  conferred  on  him  by  the  College  of  New  Jersey. 
He  died  at  Gainesville,  Ga.,  in  his  80th  year,  December  i ith, 
1842;  a man  of  great  simplicity,  modesty,  and  purit)’  ; affec- 
tionate, disc.'iminating  in  his  conceptions,  and  wonderfully 
fluent  as  a speaker;  indifferent  to  the  worPl,  and  generous 
beyond  his  means,  which  were  never  ample;  a good  man, 
and  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

After  the  removal  of  Mr.  Brown,  this  church  remained 
without  a pastor  for  a period  of  ten  years.  A few  years  after 
his  departure,  the  house  of  worship  was  burned  down  by 
accident,  and  the  congregation  erected  ‘‘  a stand  ” 0[)posite 
the  spot  where  the  house  of  Mr.  John  P'oster  now  is,  the 
water  being  better  there  than  at  the  site  of  the  old  church, 
and  the  services  were  held  there  for  many  years.  Among 
their  occasional  supplies,  the  names  of  Dr.  James  Hall  and 
Dr.  Barr  are  recollected.  At  this  spot  they  commenced  the 
building  of  a new  church.  The  old  members  were  not  satis- 
fied, however,  to  leave  the  graves  of  their  fathers;  and  it  was 
finally  agreed  to  go  back  to  their  original  site.  On  the  23d 
of  December,  1807,  therefore,  the  congregation  purchased  an 
additional  piece  of  land  from  Robt.  Thompson,  and  taking 
down  the  frame  that  had  been  erected,  built  the  present  church 
edifice  where  it  now  stands.  During  this  period  of  vacancy, 
they  received  occasional  supplies  by  appointment  of  the  P'irst 
Presbytery  of  South  Carolina,  among  which  were  the  names 
of  John  B.  Davies  VVm.  G.  Rosborough,  Robt.  B.  Walker, 
and  George  Reid,  J.  B.  Davies’  name  occurring  most  fre- 
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quentlvA  During  this  perioci,  too,  Mr.  F.  Porter,  tlie  father 
of  four  ministers  of  that  name  who  have  been  successively 
educated  at  the  Columbia  Seminary,  taught  the  grainmar 
school  in  the  bounds  of  the  congregation,  and  as  a licensed 
preacher,  was  able  materially  to  assist  them  in  maintaining 
divine  worship.  The  elders  of  the  church  about  this  time 
were  Robert  Montgomery,  John  Cousar.  William  Dunlap, 
John  Scott,  Nathan  Barr,  George  Dunlap,  Robert  Davis,  and 
Dr.  Samuel  Dunlap.  [).  H.  Saye.J 

Of  the  Bethan’Y  in  Lancaster  District,  received  March  20th, 
1798,  and  of  Fishdam,  mentioned  as  another  vacancy,”  we 
read  no  more  in  the  Presbvterial  Minutes  of  these  ten  years, 
though  reported  to  the  Assembly,  as  are  Witherspoon  and 
Calvary  in  i8o2.  But  Little  Bethel  Chukcii  in  Lancaster 
applied  September  28th,  1801,  to  be  taken  under  Presbyterial 
care  and  to  receive  supplies,  and  a petition  was  presented 
by  William  Wherry  in  behalf  of  a peo[)le  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Benjamin  Dunlap,  in  the  Indian  Land,  praying  for 
supplies  fi-om  the  Rev.  Mr.  Neelvg  which  was  granted  them. 
[Minutes  of  P'irst  Presbytery  met  at  Ebenezer  October  3d, 
1808.] 

Of  John’s  Island  and  Wadmalaw,  and  its  call  for  the 
pastoral  services  of  Rev.  James  McElhennv,  of  his  ordination 
and  his  dismission  from  that  church  we  have  already  spoken. 
[Vol.  I,  p.  573  ; vol.  II,  p.  — .] 

Granbv — I’his  was  a preaching  station  of  Rev.  Daniel  E.  » 
Dunlap  for  a season.  [Vo'.  I,  p.  595,  596.]  It  is  stated  in  this 
passage  that  a call  was  presented  by  the  people  of  Granby  to 
the  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina  in  October,  1799.  just 
before  the  dissolution  of  that  body,  for  the  pastoral  services 
of  George  Reid,  then  a licentiate.  It  seems  that  they  had 
not  yet  been  (ully  oiganized  as  a church,  and  as  Granby  was 
in  a state  ol  decadence,  its  prospects  less  flattering  on  account 
of  the  establishment  of  the  seat  of  government  at  Columbia, 
and  the  gradual  removal  thither  of  the  population,  the  people 
had  paid  no  attention  to  the  advice  of  Presbytery  touching 
the  steps  they  ought  to  have  taken  to  secure  the  object  of 
their  call,  which  had  been  accepted  by  Mr.  Reid  some 
eighteen  months  before.  He  was,  therefore,  released  by  the 
Second  Pres’oytei-y  from  his  implied  obligation  and  was  dis- 
missed at  his  own  request  as  a licentiate  in  good  standing,  to 
join  the  First  Presbytery. 
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Mount  Bethel  Academy,  in  Newberry  District,  was  one 
of  the  earlier  classical  schools  in  the  upper  part  of  the  State. 
It  was  founded  by  the  Methodists,  by  the  influence  mainly  of 
Rev.  Mr.  Dougherty  ; Elisha  Hammond,  the  fatiier  of  Gov- 
ernor Hammond,  and  Josiah  P.  Smith,  being  its  principal 
teachers.  “ It  gave  to  the  country,”  says  Judge  O’Neal. 
(Annals  of  Newberry,  p.  62)  such  men  as  Judge  Crenshaw, 
his  brothers.  Dr.  Crenshaw  and  Walter  Crenshaw,  Chancellor 
Harper,  John  Caldwell,  Esq.,  Dr.  George  W.  Glen,  John  R. 
Golding,  Governor  Richard  J.  Manning.  John  G.  Brown,  Dr. 
Thomas  Smith,  of  Society  Hill,  N.  R.  PTaves,  of  Chester,  and 
Thomas  W.  Glov'er,  of  Orangeburg.  It  furnished  the  first 
students  and  graduates  of  the  South  Carolina  College.” 
(See  also  Ramsay,  vol.  IT,  p.  205,  Duffie’s  Edition.)  This 
school  was  in  the  neighborhood  of  Indian  Creek  and  Gilder’s 
Creek,  affluents  of  the  Enoree,  where  there  had  always  been 
a considerable  Presbyterian  [oopulation  since  the  first  settle- 
ment. It  was,  perhaps,  partly  to  accommodate  those  people 
or  to  win  their  influence  that  Josiah  P.  Smith  from  Bethel 
Academy  applied  to  the  Second  Presbytery  on  the  8th  of 
August,  1806,  for  supplies  for  that  place.  The  application 
was  granted  ; and  we  find  that  Rev.  John  B.  Kennedy,  Hugh 
Dick'son  and  James  Gilliland,  were  appointed  to  [U'each  there, 
but  whether  this  arrangement  was  at  all  permanent  we  are  not 
able  to  say.  The  presumption  is  that  it  was  not. 

The  Church  of  Indian  Creek  was  still  the  scene  of  Robt. 
McClintock’s  labors.  The  church  does  not  appear  on  the 
minutes  of  the  Second  Presbytery.  Nor  was  Mr,  McClintock 
a member  of  that  body.  If  connected  with  any  Presbytery  it 
was  with  the  Old  Presbytery  of  Charleston.  We  have  al  read}/ 
said  that  his  baptismal  register  contains  the  names  of  2,oSo  per- 
sons baptised  by  him.  One  hundred  and  fift)/-nineof  these  were 
of  persons  baptized  between  the  1st  of  Jan.  1800,  and  June  5, 
1803.  The  name  of  the  parents  are  given  and  a large  share  of 
these  were  persons  living  in  this  portion  of  Newberry  district. 
He  died  after  a life  of  active  service,  soon  after  this  date.  The 
last  baptism  but  two  which  he  administered,  were  those  of 
John  and  Robert,  his  own  children,  baptized  on  the  23rd  of 
April,  1803.  (See  Vol.  I.  p.  617.)  We  are  not  able  to  trace 
this  church  further  in  this  decade,  nor  to  indicate  on  whom  it 
depended.  Morrison  and  McCosh  fi'equently  exchanged  pul- 
pits with  Mr.  Cbntock  during  his  lifetime  ; one,  at  least,  of 
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whom  survived  him,  and  the  names  of  several  others,  as 
VVarnoch,  Scott,  Thomson,  Meneely,  Martin  and  Lindsay,  we 
have  met  with,  whose  locations  and  employments  we  have 
never  ascertained.  It  is  just  as  probable  as  otherwise  that 
this  flock  here  and  elsewhere  were  absorbed  by  other  congre- 
gations. 

Grassy  Spring,  in  the  neighborhood,  where  Maybinton 
now  is,  was  under  the  charge  of  the  Rev.  William  William- 
son until  1802,  who  had  preached  to  it  one-fourth  of  his  time, 
but  now  withdrew  from  it  as  its  pastor.  From  this  time,  fre- 
quent supplies  were  afforded  it  by  Rev.  Messrs.  Wm.  Wil- 
liamson, Montgomery,  and  Rev.  John  B.  Kennedy,  and  now 
especially  the  latter,  until  August  8,  1806,  when  Daniel  Gray* 
was  ordained  and  became  its  pastor,  Mr.  Davis  by  request  of 
Presbytery  preaching  the  ordination  sermon  from  2 Tim.  iv. 
6,  in  place  of  Mr.  Dickson,  who  was  indisposed,  the  charge  to 
the  pastor  and  exhortation  to  the  people  being  delivered  by 
the  Rev.  Moses  Waddel.  This  ordination  took  place  at  Union 
Church  during  the  14th  regular  sessions  of  the  Second  Pres- 
byter} of  South  Carolina,  in  pursuance  of  a united  call  pre- 
sented to  Presbytery,  Sept.  28,  1805,  from  the  Churches  of 
Fairforest  for  one-half,  of  Union  for  one-fourth,  and  of  Grass}^ 
Spi'ing  for  one  fourth  of  the  ministerial  laboiers  of  Daniel 
Gray,  and  the  pastoral  relation  thus  constitured,  continued 
through  the  remainder  of  this  decade. 

Little  River. — A portion  of  this  congregation  resided  in 
Newberry  District  and  a part  in  Laurens.  The  Rev.  John  B. 
Kennedy  was  then  pastor,  dividing  his  labors  between  this 
Church  and  that  of  Duncan’s  Creek.  The  elders  from  the' 
time  of  Mr.  Kennedy’s  settlement  were  Col.  John  Simpson, 
James  Caldwell,  Samuel  Henderson  and  James  Burnsides. 
Later,  but  still  during  his  ministiy,  W'hishiiigton  Williams, 
Maj.  John  Griffin,  Maj.  John  Black',  Dr.  A.  T.  Golding.  John 
Burnside  and  Samuel  Caldwell  held  this  office. 

Duncan’s  Ceeek  in  the  eastern  corner  of  Laurens,  was  unit- 
ed w'ith  Little  River  in  the  same  pastorate,  sliaringequall}'  with 
it  the  ministerial  labors  of  Mr.  Kennedv.  This  con<’'regation 
and  those  in  Newberry  were  of  the  same  Presbyterian  stock. 
Of  several  of  those  in  Newberry,  Judge  O’Neal  in  his  An- 
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nals  of  Newberry  District  speaks.  The  f.ither  of  the  Hon. 
Ker  Bo}'ce,  the  distinguished  millionaire  of  our  own  day,  he 
characterizes  as  “an  industrious,  thriving  Presbyterian  Irish- 
man.” “Col.  David  Glenn  and  his  wife  was  among  the  last 
of  the  emigrants  that  were  permitted  to  leave  Irehnid  before  th.e 
American  Revolution.  They  landed  in  Savannah,  Ga.,  and 
thence  came  to  South  Carolina  and  settled  on  linoree,  at  a 
place  once  known  as  Glenn’s  Mills,  now  Braselman’s.”  He 
first  served  in  the  mounted  troops  as  a private,  and  was  with 
Sumter  at  Wemyss’  defeat  at  Tri^hdam,  and  I'arleton’s  at 
Blackstock’s  in  1780.  He  was  adjutant  and  commissary  un- 
der Col’s.  Giles  and  Lindsa>'.  Col.  Glenn  accompanied 
Morgan  at  the  battle  of  the  Cowpens,  and  was 
at  the  seige  of  Ninety  Si.\',  and  the  battle  of  PGitaw.  His  life 
was  sought  by  the  “Bloody  Cunningham.”  and  his  party,  who 
surrounded  his  house  and  put  to  death  Mr.  Chesky,  who  was 
asleep  in  the  upper  part  of  the  house,  while  he  escaped  by  a 
violent  effort  out  of  their  hands,  undressed  as  he  was.  They 
came  upon  him  at  his  mill,  but  a friend  of  whom  they  inquir- 
ed the  way,  divested  them  by  a roundabout  road,  threw^a  bag 
of  corn  on  his  own  horse  to  cmiceal  his  purpose,  rode  quickly  to 
Ghe  mill  and  gave  the  Colonel  timely  warning,  who  plunged 
into  the  Cane  Brake  on  the  Enoree  and  escaped.  He  was 
Repre.sentative  of  Newberry  in  the  first  Legislature  of  South 
Carolina  after  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  was  the  father  of 
Dr.  George  \V.  Glenn.elder  of  the  .-\veleigh  Church'.  There 
were  John,  William,  and  James  Caldwell  and  their  sisters 
Mrs.  Richie,  Mrs.  Patrick  Calhoun,  (the  mother  of  John  C. 
Calhoun,)  Mrs.  Moore.  Mrs,  Gillham,  Mrs.  East,  and  Mrs. 
Dr.  Martin.  This  family  were  sharers  in  the  hardships  of  the 
Revolutionary  struggle.  John  Caldwell  was  a member  of 
the  first  provincial  Congress  of  South  Carolina  which  met  at 
Charleston,  Jan.  ii,  1775.  He  was  appointed  a captain  and 
raised  a company  in  which  William  Cunningham,  ^afterward 
the  Bloody  Bill,)  but  then  a highly  influential  young  man,  and 
other  respectable  young  men  of  Saluda,  Little  River,  and 
Mudlick  Creek,  were  members.  Tiiey  were  concerned  in  the 
capture  of  Fort  Charlotte  on  the  Savannah,  and  v'ere  ordered 
to  Charleston  in  the  Spring  of ’75.  Whatever  was  the  cause 
of  grievance,  of  which  there  are  several  different  versions. 
Cunningham  returned  after  the  fall  of  Charleston  at  the  head 
of  a band  of  bloody  scouts,  to  wreak  his  vengeance  upon  his 
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former  neighbor.s.  In  November,  i/8i,  at  Easley’s  shop 
he  or  his  party  killed  Oliver  Towles  and  two  others.  Mrs. 
Gillam  (Elizabeth  Caldwell,)  alone  visited  the  shop  soon  after 
tliey  left  and  found  the  three  lifeless  bodies,  one  of  them  regu- 
larly laid  out.  as  in  mockery  on  the  vice  bench.  She  saw  the 
party  before  the)'  reached  the  house  of  M.ij  John  Caldwell,  Cun- 
ni.igham’s  former  commander,  d he  party  halted  at  the  gate 
and  hailed,  Caldwell  walked  out,  and,  according  to  one  ac- 
count, Cunningham  drew  a pistol  and  shot  him  ; according 
to  another,  two  of  his  men  who  were  in  the  advance  ])erform- 
ed  the  deed,  and  when  Cunningham  arrived  he  affected  to  de- 
plore tile  bloody  act.  Yet  in  the  next  instant,  his  house,  by 
his  ordeis,  was  in  flames,  and  his  widow  iefi  with  no  other 
covering  but  the  heavens,  seated  by  the  side  of  her  murder- 
ed husband.  Mrs.  Gillam  was  the  first  of  the  family  at  the 
smoking  ruins,  her  bi  other  on  his  face  iii  the  yard.  In  the 
year  ’8  l or  ’82.  (probably  the  latter,)  a lad,  James  Creswell, 
afterward  Col.  Creswell,  remarkable  for  his  active  hostility  to  the 
Tories,  was  at  Mrs.  Caldwell's,  (Mrs.  Gillam’s  mother.)  A 
negro  gave  the  alarm.  In  an  instant  the  edd  lad)’  directed 
her  daughter  Betsey,  (Mrs.  Gillam)  to  hide  herself,  and  Cres- 
well to  dress  himself  in  clothes  of  her  daughter  which  she 
furnished.  As  the  Tories  ajiproached  her  house,  she  ordeied 
her  own  horse  and  that  of  her  daughter  Betse)"  to  be  saddled, 
as  she  was  compelled  to  visit  Mrs.  Neely.  Sambo  had  the 
horses  at  the  door.  The  old  lady  called  Betsey,  “Come 
along,’’  said  she,  “I  am  in  a hurry.”  Out  walked  Creswell  in 
Betsey's  toggery,  her  bonnet  slouched  over  his  face  covered 
his  features;  he  and  the  old  lady  mounted  in  the  presence  of 
the  Tories,  and  away  they  wmmt  to  visit  Mrs.  Neelvy  while  the 
Tories  set  about  searching  for  Jemmy  Creswell.  The)^  f)uiid 
the  true  Betsey,  became  aware  that  Creswell  had  escaped, 
and  soothed  themselves  by'  swee[)ing  pretty  much  all  of  Mrs. 
Caldwell's  household  goods.  One  of  them  declared  that  he 
thought  Betsey'  took  mighty  long  steps,  as  she  went  to  her 
horse.  “Gen.  James  Gilham”  now,  in  1871,  and  elder  in  the 
Rock  Church,  Abbeville,  is  the  son  of  this  Mrs.  Gillam,  and 
of  her  he  has  most  justly  remarked,  that  “she  and  all  the 
other  members  of  the  Caldwell  family  were  Presb)rterians,  and 
hence  she  was  strict  in  the  instruction  of  her  children.”  She 
was  baptized  in  infanc)^  by  the  Rev.  Patrick  Ilenryy  uncle  of 
Virginia’s  celebrated  orator.  She  was  long  a memb'er  of  Eit- 
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tie  River  Churcli,  near  Belfast,  Laurens,  but  when  Aveleigh 
Church  near  Newberry  was  organized,  she  became  a merii- 
ber  of  it. 

John  Boyce,  the  father  of  Ker  Boyce,  was  of  the  Scotch- 
Irish  stock.  Alexander,  his  brother,  was  a captain,  and  fell 
at  the  siege  of  Savannah,  at  the  head  of  his  company.  John 
Boyce  was  in  the  battles  of  Blackstock’s,  King’s  Mountain, 
Cowpens  and  Eutaw.  On  his  return  to  his  family,  after  one 
of  these  battles,  he  had  scarcely  saluted  his  wife  and  children 
when  he  was  startled  by  the  sound  of  approaching  horses. 
He  sprang  to  the  cabin  door  and  saw  a party  of  Tories, 
headed  by  William  Cunningham  and  a man  of  less  note, 
McCombs,  immediately  before  him.  Four  of  the  horses  were 
already  abreast  of  his  door.  He  threw  his  hat  in  the  face  of 
the  horses,  which  made  them  open  right  and  left.  He 
sprang  through  the  opening  and  ran  for  the  woods  about 
seventy-five  yards  before  him.  Cunningham  was  alongside, 
and,  striking  a furious  blow,  it  took  effect  on  his  raised  hand 
as  he  avoided  the  charge,  nearly  sundering  three  of  his 
fingers.  Before  the  blow  could  be  repeated  he  was  in  the 
thick  brush  of  a wood  impenetrable  to  the  cav^alry.  He 
watched  the  retreat,  hurried  to  his  house,  had  his  wounded 
hand  bound  up,  was  in  the  saddle  on  the  way  to  his  conn- 
mander,  Casey,  and  before  night  Casey,  with  a party  of  fifteen, 
was  in  pursuit,  and  on  the  Enoree,  near  the  mouth  of  Dun- 
can’s Creek,  captured  eleven  or  twelve  of  the  party,  among 
whom  was  McCombs.  These  were  conveyed  to  a place 
where  the  Charleston  road  crosses  the  old  Ninety-Six  road, 
('now  Whitmire’s)  and  there  “ a short  shrift,”  a strong  rope 
and  a stooping  hickory  applied  speedy  justice  to  them  all. 
A common  grave  at  the  root  of  the  tree,  is  their  resting 
place  for  all  time.  On  another  occasion  Mr.  Boyce  was 
captured  arid  tied  in  his  own  barn,  while  a bed  cord  was 
sought  for  to  hang  him  ; his  negro  man  (long  afterward 
known  as  old  Sindy)  being  hid  in  the  straw,  and  knowing 
the  necessity  of  speedy  relief  while  his  captors  were  absent 
on  their  fell  purpose,  came  to  his  rescue  and  untying  him, 
both  made  good  their  escape.  John  l^oyce  lived  long 
after  the  war.  He  died  in  April,  1806.  I le  was  a Presby- 
terian and  an  elder  in  McClintock’s  church.  Gilder’s  Creek. 
(Then  Indian  Creek,  to  which  Gilder’s  Creek  has  succeeded.) 
In  the  graveyard  there  rest  his  remains.  He  was  a mcr- 
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chant  and  a di.stiller.  He  made  and  sold  whiskey,  and,  strange 
to  say,  not  one  of  Ids  man\^  sons  ever  drank  to  excess.  This 
no  doubt  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  “ Let  us  worship  God,” 
heard  night  and  morning  at  his  family  board.  Captain  James 
Caldwell,  brother  of  John  and  William  was  in  the  battle  ot 
Cowpens  under  General  Pickens.  In  this  engagement  he 
was  severely  wounded  and  mutilated  in  his  hands  and  head. 
He  was  a man  deservedly  popular.  He  died  in  1813.  He 
united  himself  to  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Little  River,  of 
which  he  was  a devout  and  exemplary  member  till  his  death. 
The  preceding  accounts  are  from  the  late  Judge  O’Neal’s 
Annals  of  Newberry  District.  hey  relate  to  the  Revolu- 
tionary period  of  our  history,  which  we  have  long'  since 
passed,  but  some  of  the  actors  in  those  scenes  were  still  living 
in  this  decade,  and  they  show  the  kind  of  stuff  of  which  the 
men  and  women  found  at  that  day  in  this  group  of  Presby- 
terian churches,  were  made,  some  of  whose  virtues  we  may 
hope  have. been  inherited  by  their  descendants. 

Rocky  Spring — One  of  the  churches  of  Rev.  Robert 
McClintock,  a short  distance  east  of  Laurens  C.  H.  We  are 
not  able  to  trace  its  histoiy  by  any  sources  of  information 
before  us  through  this  decade.  Robert  M.  Clintoch  began 
to  preach  there  in  1787.  In  vol.  I.,p.  528,  tradition  says  that 
the  first  who  preached  the  gos[>el  there  was  Rev.  John 
McCosh,  who  preached  at  a stand  in  the  woods  near  the  site 
of  the  present  church.  This,  it  is  conjectured,  was  about 
1780.  The  first  church  edifice  was  of  unhewd  logs,  with  a 
dirt  floor.  The  next  was  of  plank,  sawed  one  edge  thin  and 
the  other  thick  with  a whip  saw,  the  frame  being  of  hewed 
logs.  Whether  Mr.  McCosh  or  Mr.  McClintock  formerly 
organized  the  church  is  not  certainly  known.  (Z.  L.  Holmes 
in  ‘‘Our  Monthly,”  Sept.,  1872.)  After  the  death  of  Mr. 
McClintock,  in  1803,  church  was  served  by  the  Rev.  J.  D. 
Kennedy  through  this  decade. 

Liber'I'y  Sprlng,  in  the  southern  part  of  Laurens  District. 
Mr.  Kennedy  continued  to  preach  to  this  congregation  as 
often  as  was  in  his  power.  P'rom  1803  to  1807  he  devoted 
to  them  one-third  part  of  his  ministerial  labors.  After  this 
they  obtained  a foui  th  part  of  the  services  of  the  Rev.  Benja- 
min R.  Montgomery,  whose  residence  was  at  a more  conve- 
nient distance.  In  addition  to  this,  certain  Presbyterian  sup- 
plies were  appointed,  as  of  Mr.  Kennedy  in  1800  and  1801, 
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Mr.  Templeton  in  1803,  Mr.  Dick’.son  and  Mr.  Montgomery  in 
1807,  of  Messr.s.  Kennedy,  Waddel,  and  Gilliland  in  1808. 
“Mr.  Kennedy,”  says  Dr.  Robt.  Campbell,  “was  an  excellent, 
sound  doctrinal  Preacher,  a man  of  yreat  piety,  and  indefatig- 
able in  all  his  ministerial  duties.  There  is  mu:h  due  to  his 
memory  for  the  good  he  was  instrumental  in  doing  at  Liberty 
Sjjring  Church.  There  were  but  few  of  the  old  members  be- 
longing  to  the  church  when  he  commenced  preaching,  and 
in  the  course  of  two  or  three  years  he  had  a very  flourishing 
church.  Much  harmony,  unity,  and  good  feeling  existed  all 
the  time  he  preached  there.  In  the  first  year  or  two,  espe- 
cially, the  acce.ssions  to  the  church  were  numerous.  About 
this  time  there  appeared  to  be  a divine  work  manifesting  its 
power  in  a very  miraculous  manner  in  the  upper  Districts  of 
South  Carolina.  Under  the  preaching  of  tlie  gospel  many 
persons  would  apparently  lose  voluntary  power  and  fall  pros- 
trate, as  if  struck  with  apoplexy  and  would  remain  in  a state 
of  prostration  from  an  hour  to  one  or  two  hours.  When 
they  begun  to  speak  they  expressed  deep  conviction  of  their 
state  as  sinners  and  asl-ced  God  to  have  mercy  on  them. 
Some,  when  they  would  rise  to  their  feet,  admonished  and 
e.xhorted  those  ai  ound  them  to  repent  and  seek  the  Lord.  I 
have  never  had  any  doubt  m)’self,  in  relation  to  the  work 
being  of  divine  origin.  If  it  was  not  the  work  of  God  why 
would  the  sincere  cry  to  the  Lord  to  have  mercy  on  him  ? 
Moreover,  in  many  cases,  I had  a right  to  b'ee  by 

its  fruits.’”  Such  is  the  testimony  of  Dr.  Robert  Campbell,  a 
man  of  wisdom,  intelligence,  and  piet}',  now  no  more,  from 
whose  manusciipt  we  quote.  The  elders  ordained  by  Mr. 
Kennedy  were  Johnathan  Johnson,  P2sq.,  Major  John  Middle- 
ton,  Captain  John  Robinson,  James  Neikels,  Josejih  Hollings- 
worth, and  Samuel  Freeman,  wrongly  printed  Truman  in  our 
Vok  I.  p.  621.  We  repeat  the  names,  desiring  thus  to  cor- 
rect this  error.  Mr.  Kennedy  continued  preaching  at  Liberty 
Spring  till  near  the  close  of  this  decade,  and  was  succeded  by 
Rev.  Benjamin  Montgomery,  D.D  , who  preached  one-fourth 
of  his  time  the  year  after  idr.  Kennedy  left.  He  lived  some 
time  before  this  in  Abbeville,  and  taught  a Male  Academy  at 
Cambridge.  He  was,  says  Dr.  Cam[)bell,  a man  offine  talents 
and  eloquent.  His  eloquence  was  characterized  by  both 
gravity  and  warmth.  After  he  left  Liberty  Spring  he  was 
called  to  preach  at  Camden,  thence  to  Columbia  as  Professor 


■ ! ; ,>a -'/*  ....  -:yyy  Vir!  ,ifj  n, . ■ f,.„l;;^._,,„.  ,j„  .5^,11  iS' # 

■K,  : 'vtt  ■■■;•',*:':  ■’'■*  '»  .r„(f-|rtf  !'• 

■.l■'■v  -ill  y"  . .,  '■'!*'  '‘!  'i"’'  **'  ™ (''nimi/i  ‘'iO'Irh-vtioHvi's . ' 

.«.:  I.*  v.r.'i‘:;.‘ :,'s  ’;  '"  ■«■•  ii.:iii».«i.,i;,"  ■ 


''*90  til 


VIS’S  - - . 


ryj'‘^  AP«''V'  ?rj-i;''!V)'' 


t irV  ilU"  $u*( j i I r ( ' r ' < \ r ;•  ( „ i,. ; ’ i,  ■ ■ ^4,,; ♦,-(  .-j'j, ^ ,- 

H-'  iJM  ^^.■■'  , »(.  ■ 'f  J,t.  Vfi  III, in 


, ^'hrth«n-  ’<(S.  li 
[ 1i  > r Cnim  phc  1 1 f M S *1 ' <a  i 
W^lddeL.  K . I n ■ 

>r  ’ ,j  ! I'. 


ViVM 


I ’■<  > inf  >'-  >i  !t . i'l''  , 

V *.  J'tfjl  'I  ( -;  I ''  h' ",  / ( 

1 1 rj  >1  (>  ■■  , -«  . ■■  I-  • 


Ihtp^ 


’ v,l„ 


' ^ \ y.  f '• 


' . A-  ^ 


it  fii  hls  dfs'  1 1 , 

1 n j ' ■ -'V 

»nd  it  v^4;s  f/i  , 

hfm,  R ’«bt  v\ 
the'  ri'-«e  vijtt,'  - 
Oo  -Srjft-'  .r.tJ  - 

rlmi'cU  in"  r.' 
ofdaiun  1 

yytTftnt  <i,r.  . ^ 

i^on  and  J*  m . ' 

■ r ,, 

in  1864.  ,1-'.' 

■and  Jo,5**P'V,  '■:, 

^nd;  Jon  VI  : V ;-;, 

.V  .'.  ’ 

nnU  lann-.*;,  ', .'  i--* 

fj  -H..sS.; 

■ )' Mrwi-CfiiA  1 *'■ 

thi,i  krt/  Wr  A.' 

»«a»OVi|'t  Wi’rli  :.  r..  i , 

Mn.*  ii,  -,  ,,  'J  ftj,. 


n 


■'  -r'"- 


r f 


' '-A 
‘i  '■  '• 


( «'  » I H 


t I 


' ^ s'  M I 


• "‘I  C ’ '4’> 


•Ar.ird's  Df.  vViN.^ 


. '■  V 


\i»e  » i j 


s’  ny  'n  ..  -fX.  ' t I 

■i  t ■'■'-)  (ih  •.  . ■ , - ' ■ ',  , 

■I  i ' - f - 

' ■•  ;>'"» ■ '.* ■ .n*’.',  f , • 

....  , ■ ■ ' ’■  ■■'■'  ’■'  ■' li-,. 

' *■'*'"  ' ?UA’  Vv  >',??•('■  ! (-T  : i,t, 

;-'f  lV?fMi»yirry  wl»rr\*  rl-^^  i cv'iV'.,*  .:h  4,Va„'  ,’j„ 

,:piparatice.-  i A^amv-  we«;t-.'nwAliv.'f:u«i  jm»  thr  ..  -a'-s-'v, 


that  fjnie  fkrni'Af’.’,  f'»-*  cn 


^b^Krv^bh  w dii  hMy'  ;r*-dv 

i'dc  i^any;  y'tsHf,v,.-  jfay % i-lh.-'  AfS 


1800-1810.] 


UNION  AND  GRASSY  SPRING. 


129 


in  the  South  Carolina  College  and  pastor  in  the  Columbia 
Church.  He  died  in  the  prime  of  life  in  one  of  the  British 
Isles  whether  he  had  gone  in  the  pursuit  of  health.  MS.  of 
Dr.  Campbell.  [MS.  Hist.  ofSecond  Presbytery,  by  Rev.  Dr. 
Waddel.  Rev.  J.  B.  Kennedy,  Hugh  Dickson,  Committee. 
Minutes  of  Second  Presbytery.] 

Union  Presbvtprian  Church  — A part  of  Dr.  Joseph  Alex- 
ander’s ministerial  labors  were  devoted  to  this  people  until 
1802,  when  the  Rev.  William  Williamson  took  the  pastoral 
charge.  A great  revival  occurred  here  in  this  year,  which 
was  productive  of  blessed  effects  in  many  instances.  In  1805 
Mr.  Wdliamson  removed  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  having  first 
taken  his  dismission  from  Presbytery  to  join  the  Presbytery 
of  Washington  in  the  State  of  Kentucky.  Mr.  Williamson 
owned  a number  of  slaves  which  he  wished  to  emancipate, 
audit  was  the  same  disaffection  with  slavery  which  induced 
him,  Robt.  G.  Wilson,  and  James  Gilliland,  Sr.,  to  remove  to 
the  free  states  of  the  West  about  the  same  time. 

On  September  28,  1805,  Daniel  Gray  was  called  to  this 
church  in  connection  with  Fairforest  and  Grassy  Spring;  he 
was  ordained  as  has  before  been  mentioned,  and  continued 
in  connection  with  these  churches  through  this  period.  Pres- 
byterial  supplies  were  ordered  for  it  also.  Messrs.  William- 
son and  Kennedy  in  i'8oo  and  1801  ; Messrs.  Williams  and 
Montgomery  in  1803,  and  Messrs.  Williamson  and  Kennedy 
in  1804.  Besides  the  elcfers  of  this  church,  Wm.  Kennedy 
and  Joseph  Mcjunhin,  ordained  before  the  present  century,, 
and  John  Savage,  Joseph  Hughes  and  Christopher  Brandon, 
mentioned  Vol.  I.  p.p.  530-532  ; two  others,  Thomas  Kenne- 
dy and  Janies  Gage  were  ordained,  between  1800  and  1815. 
(J.  H.  S.) 

Fairforest. — We  have  before  seen  Vol.  I.  p.  551,  552, 
that  Rev.  Wm.  Williamson  was  pastor  of  this  church  until  his 
renioval  with  a portion  of  his  congregation  in  Ohio  to  1804-5. 
The  Rev.  Samuel  B.  Wilson,  a native  of  North  Carolina,  after- 
wards Dr.  Wilson  of  the  Union  Thelogical  Seminary,  but  at 
that  time  licentiate,  supplied  the  church  for  si.x  months  in  the 
year  1805.  This  congregation  was  the  first  within  the  bounds 
of  its  Presbytery  where  the  great  revival  of  1802  made  its  ap- 
pearance. Many  were  awakened  and  the  happy  results  were 
observable  in  the  holy  walk  of  many  truly  converted  persons 
for  many  years.  ^Tt  is  still  for  a memorial,”  says  the  MS. 
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H istory  of  the  Second  Presbytery  written  in  1809.  Thomas 
Williamson.  M.D.,  and  Daniel  Gray  also  preaclied  tor  this 
people  as  licentiates  under  the  care  of  Presbytery  in  Septem- 
ber, 1805.  Thomas  Williamson  was  the  brother  of  Rev. 
Wm.  Williamson.  He  abandoned  the  practice  of  medicine 
for  the  ministry,  and  preached  with  great  zeal,  but  died  before 
being  ordained.  Daniel  Gray  was  brought  up  in  Abbeville 
Disi  rict,  and  was  a pupil  of  Dr.  Moses  Waddel,  he  was  or- 
dainad  pastor  of  this  Church  in  Connection  with  Union  (for- 
merly Brown’s  Creek,)  and  Grassy  Spring  (now  Cane  Creek) 
in  August,  1805.  He  was  spoken  of  as  an  able  and  zealous 
preacher  as  well  as  sound  Divine.  He  taught  a classical 
school  at  the  church  for  sometime.  Rev.  Ihomas  Archi- 
bald, Wm  Means,  A.  W.  Thompson,  David  McDowell,  and 
Wm.  K.  Clowney  were  among  his  pupils. 

Nazareth  Church,  Spartanburg  District,  was  at  the  be- 
ginning of  this  century  ministered  to  by  the  Rev.  James 
Templeton  as  stated  supply.  His  connection  with  the 
church  in  this  capacity  ceased  before  April  7th,  1802,  when 
the  church  petitioned  Presbytery  for  supplies.  In  Sep- 
tember, 1802  in  connection  with  the  church  of  Fairview,  they 
called  James  Gilliland,  Jr.,  (who  was  licensed  on  the  8th  of 
April  in  that  year,  to  be  their  pastor.  He  was  ordained  on 
the  7th  of  April,  1803,  at  Fairview  church,  at  the  regular 
meeting  of  Pi  eshytery,  the  Rev.  John  B.  Kennedy  presiding, 
and  Rev.  James  Templeton  preaching  the  sermon.  This  Mr. 
Gilliland  is  said  to  have  been  the  son  of  parents  unable  to 
afford  him  an  education.  Their  minister,  who  was  also  em- 
ployed in  teaching,  observing  the  bright  parts  of  the  lad,  said 
to  his  parents,  “Give  me  your  son  James,  and  I will  help  him 
with  his  education.”  (The  minister  is  supposed  to  have  been 
Mr.  Templeton.)  James  went  to  live  with  the  preacher  and 
had  a variety  of  work  to  perform.  But  he  always  carried  his 
book  with  him,  and  occasionally  looked  into  it  even  while 
ploughing.  His  progress  was  rapid.  He  married  a Miss 
Nesbit.  His  father-in-law  furnished  the  funds  which  enabled 
hint  to  obtain  an  education  at  College.  He  taught  a classical 
school  in  the  Nazareth  congregation,  while  he  was  preparing 
for  the  ministry  and  before  he  was  licensed,  which  was  at- 
tended by  Dr.  John  McElhenney  from  1798  to  1801,  Dr. 
Samuel  B.  Wilson  of  the  Union  Seminary,  Virginia,  being  his 
school-mate  at  that  time.  Mr.  Gilliland  continued  the  pastor 
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of  Nazareth  and  Fairview  Cliurche.s  through  the  remainder  of 
this  decade.  To  excellent  scholarship,  James  Gilliland,  Jr.,* 
added  the  attractions  of  an  animated  speaker,  and  of  a man  of 
engaging  and  popular  manners.  The  church  grew  and  flour- 
ished under  his  pastorate.  In  this  society  too  the  revival  of 
religion  of  which  we  have  spoken  made  its  first  most  remark- 
able appearance  early  in  July,  1802.  The  members  of  the 
Second  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina  generally  attended  a 
camp  meeting  previously  appointed,  and . administered  the 
Lord’s  Supper.  During  the  solemnity  which  several  thou- 
sands attended,  many  persons  were  stricken  down  and  exer- 
cised in  a manner  to  account  for  which  the  wisest  persons 
present  were  puzzled  From  this  the  work  was  diffused  and 
there  were  few  if  any  societies  in  the  bounds  of  the  Presby- 
tery in  which  its  effects  did  not  appear  in  a greater  or  less  de- 
gree within  a short  time  afterwards.  [MS.  Hist,  of  Pres.,  Min- 
utes of  Do.  Letters  of  J.  H.  Saye  and  Dr,  John  McElhenney, 
MS.  of  Rev.  Robt.  H.  Reid.]  The  following  letter  more  fully 
describes  the  occasion  to  which  the  preceding  alludes,  [p. 
404  of  Footed  Sketches  of  N.  C.] 

A TEUE  ACCOUNT  OF  A GREAT  MEETING  HELD  IN  THE  DISTRICT 
OF  SPARTANBURG,  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Abbeville^  {S.  C.,)  July  Jth,  1802. 

“My  Friend:  I have  just  returned  from  Nazareth,  where  I 
have  seen  and  heard  things  which  no  tongue  can  tell,  no  pen 
can  paint,  no  language  can  describe,  or  of  which  no  man  can 
have  a just  conception,  until  he  has  seen,  heard  and  felt.  I 
am  willing  that  you  should  have  a perfect  detail  of  all  the 
circumstances  attending  this  meeting;  and  of  all  occurrences 
which  there  took  place.  But  you  must  accept  the  acknowl- 
edgments of  my  inadequacy  to  draw  a just  representation  ; 
yet,  as  far  as  I may  be  able,  I will  now  give  you  an  account 
of  some  things  : 

*The  author  greatly  regrets  the  error  whieh  occurs  in  his  first  volume 
page  50(5,  in  an  e.vtract  from  the  Central  Presbyterian,  which  confounds 
James  Gilliland,  Jr.,  with  James  Gilliland,  Sr.,  who  became  a member 
ot  South  Carolina  Presbytery  in  179(5,  and  was  pastor  at  Bradaway 
Church,  went  to  Ohio  in  1805,  and  never  taught  in  Xa^areth  congrega- 
tion. It  was  James  Gilliland,  Jr.,  who  was  not  licensed  until  1802,  and 
did  not  leave  the  State  until  1819  or  1820.  The  two  Gillilands  it  is  be- 
lieved were  not  related  to  each  other,  or  if  so,  very  remotely.  The  one 
was  called  iVazarcdi  Gilliland,  and  the  other /i/vukucay  Gilliland  from 
their  respective  places  of  labour. 
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“The  meeting  was  appointed  some  months  since  by  the 
Presbytery,  and  commenced,  on  Friday,  the  2nd  inst.  The 
grove  wherein  the  camp  was  pitched  was  near  the  water  of 
Tyger  River;  and  being  in  a vale  which  lay  between  two  hills 
gently  inclining  towards  each  other,  was  very  suitably  adapt- 
ed to  the  purpose.  The  first  day  was  taken  up  in  encamp- 
ment until  two  o’clock,  when  divine  service  commenced  with 
a sermon  by  the  Rev.  John  B.  Kennedy.  He  was  succeeded 
by  the  Rev.  William  Williamson,  in  an  address  e.xplanatory 
of  the  nature  and  consequences  of  such  meetings.  The  as- 
sembly was  then  dismissed.  After  some  time,  service  com- 
menced again  with  a sermon  by  the  Rev.  James  Gilliland, 
who  was  followed  by  the  Rev.  Robert  Wilson,  in  a 
very  serious  and  solemn  exhortation.  Afterwards  the  eve- 
ning was  spent  in  singing  and  prayer  alternately.  About  sun- 
down the  people  were  dismissed  to  their  respective  tents.  13y 
this  time  the  countenances  of  all  began  to  be  shaded  by  the 
clouds  of  solemnity,  and  to  assume  a very  serious  aspect. 
At  ten  o’clock  two  young  men  were  lying  speechless,  motion- 
less, and  sometimes  to  all  appearance,  except  in  the  mere  act 
of  breathing,  dead.  Before  dav,  five  others  were  down;  these 
I did  not  see.  The  whole  night  was  employed  in  reading 
and  commenting  upon  the  word  of  God;  and  also  in  singing, 
praying  and  exhorting;  scarcely  had  the  light  of  the  morn- 
ing sun  dawned  on  the  people,  ere  they  were  engaged  in 
what  may  be  called  family  worship.  The  adjacent  tents  col- 
lecting in  groups,  here  and  there,  all  round  the  whole  line. 
The  place  of  worship  was  early  repaired  to  by  a numerous 
throng.  Divine  service  commenced  at  eight  by  one  of  the 
Methodist  brethren,  whom  I do  not  recollect.  He  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stiackleford,  of  the  Baptist  profession. 
Smg  ing,  praying  and  exhorting  by  the  Presbyterian  clergy- 
men continued  until  two  o’clock,  when  an  intermission  of 
some  minutes  was  granted,  that  thepeo;)le  might  refresh  them- 
selves with  water,  &c.  By  tiiis  time,  the  audience  became  so 
numerous,  that  it  was  impossible  for  all  to  crowd  near  enough 
to  hear  one  speaker;  although-  the  ground  rising  above  the 
stage  theatrically,  afforded  aid  to  the  voice.  Hence,  the 
assembly  divided,  and  afterwards  preaching  was  performed  at 
two  stages.  An  astonishing  and  solemn  attention  in  the 
hearers,  and  an  animating  and  energetic  zeal  in  the  speakers, 
were  now  everywhere  prevailing.  Service  commenced  half 
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after  two  by  the  Rev.  John  Simpson  at  one  stag-e,  and  at  the 
other,  by  the  Rev.  Janies  M’Elhenney,  who  were  succeeded 
by  the  Rev.  Francis  Cummings.  After  these  sermons,  fervent 
praying,  <tc.,  were  continued  until,  and  through  tlie  night,  in 
which  time  many  we<e  stricken,  and  numbers  brought  to  the 
ground. 

“ The  next  morning  (Sabbath  morning,)  a still  higher,  if 
possible,  more  engaged  and  interesting  sfiirit  pervaded  the 
whole  grove  ; singing  and  praying  echoed  from  every  quarter 
until  eight  o’clock,  when  divine  service  conimenced  again  at 
both  stages,  before  two  great  and  crowded  assemblies.  The 
action  sermons  were  delivered  by  the  Rev  Robert  Wilson,  at 
one  stage,  and  the  Rev.  William  Cumtnings  Davis  at  the 
other.  I did  not  hear  Mr.  Wilson.  But  Mr.  Davis’s  was  one 
of  the  most  popular  orthodox  gospel  sermons  that  I ever 
heard.  No  sketch,  exhibited  in  words,  would  be  adequate  to 
portray  the  appearance  of  the  audience  under  this  discourse. 
Imagine  to  yourself  thousands  under  a sense  of  the  greatest 
possible  danger,  anxious  to  be  informed  in  all  that  related  to 
their  dearest  interests,  in  the  presence  of  a counsellor,  who, 
laboring  with  all  his  efforts,  should  be  endeavoring  to  point 
out  the  only  way  to  security;  and  you  will  have  some  faint 
conception  of  this  spectacle. 

“ Then  ensued  the  administration  of  the  Lord’s  Supper. 
To  the  communion  sat  down  about  four  hundred  persons.  It 
was  a matter  of  infinite  satisfaction,  to  see  on  this  occasion 
the  members  of  the  Methodist  and  Presbyterian  Churches 
united  ; all  owning  and  acknowledging  the  same  God,  the 
same  Saviour,  the  same  Sanctifier,  and  the  same  Heaven. 
We  are  sorry  to  add  that  the  Baptists  refused  to  join  ; whether 
their  objections  were  reasonably  justifiable,  I shall  not  pre- 
sume to  say. 

“ The  evening  e.xercises,  although  greatly  interrupted  by 
the  intemperance  of  the  weather,  progressed  as  usual,  until 
about  dark  ; when  there  commenced  one  of  the  most  sublime, 
awfully  interesting  and  glorious  scenes  which  could  possibly 
be  exhibited  on  this  side  of  eternity.  The  penetrating  sighs,’ 
and  excruciating  struggles  of  those  under  exercise  ; the  grate- 
ful exultations  of  those  brought  to  a sense  of  their  guilty 
condition,  and  to  a knowledge  of  the  way  to  salvation, 
mingled  with  the  impressions  which  are  naturally  excited  by 
the  charms  of  music  and  the  solemnity  of  prayer  on  such 


\ ■)  :'•».. 
)■  *'  • -1  j'ly' . 


^''.. 


■ " <j 


■O' 


‘h  ,N:t:'^'*  :'jR.;  2>riT'‘V'  | 

'■  't nn 'ij|>  ''■' 9; #>'*^>1  b^t fi  j 

aiat¥,(||-|'i&M 

'.‘j'.tf'/'/  viifM  yd'l^taiisvibb 


s^>rii  '<■ 

Ir,  ,r((,‘j'.'i 


:,‘'T,t..*'v  ?'svr'j?/tiviiid'.l  .>,i'H  j;wH  ''’.'rt-oeliW  ,.5'M 

'i>f,?^Mi'»il^>- ^:i^:b‘ti>w  'firb^iwlfrfx® 

•jy:‘»uo';V3«'ib  itidi-  it>i>'«i/  'to  ■s>j^i‘'y^fcirioq| 

’]?;■;) irn;;'>  yd:l  'to  « ’liybttu 

f;i,  'l^dj  |l:|j  fsi . . '''^d.  ,a;t 

. ..  V'  ^ > 1/^  ■ . . ' I ij  '1  k _ ^ 1 " • I . ' 1' V I ^ ' '-.  !^'  .h  i . >kii  I.  k 'l  . ^ ^'  ^ * ' * .TnlT*-. . . . ^ ' .Mm,  ^ AiiAiJ 


•^'»iiV; '|y,(s?;  '?5‘«  ,v^if>i('t6il;!^.iJ5;Ky^i 

F;.vfb.vU.)TlO 

lliili 


QliMttUK 


iiliul";,i)5i^'t>  "if'  '.,i'‘j:d^)(AijVy':  ,><:)  b 


f » ",  , • 1.  ..  , •,:^’'{i  ' A ' “\  '^<0  A V\',  '"'"•'1  ' u*  'I  *'rfii  L.' . ■ 


‘fSiMikirMd^S 


134 


THEIK  EFFECT8. 


[1800-1810. 


occasions  ; and  to  all  this  added  the  nature  of  the  scenery,  the 
darkness  of  night  and  the  countenances  of  the  spectators, 
speaking  in  the  terms  more  expressive  than  language,  the 
sympathy,  the  hope  and  the  fear  of  their  hearts,  were  suffi- 
cient to  bow  the  stubborn  neck  of  infidelity,  silence  the 
tongue  of  profanity,  and  melt  the  heart  of  cold  neglect,  though 
hard  as  adamant.  This  scene  continued  through  the  night. 
Monday  morning  dawned  big  with  the  fate  of  its  importance. 
The  morning  exercises  were  conducted  as  usual.  About  half- 
past seven  the  assembly  met  the  ministers  at  the  stage,  and 
service  commenced  by  the  l^v.  Mr.  Waddel,  after  which 
ensued  singing,  exhorting  and  a concert  of  prayer.  At  length 
the  business  closed  with  an  address,  energetic  and  appropriate, 
by  the  Rev.  Francis  Cummins.  In  the  course  of  this  day, 
many  were  stricken,  numbers  of  whom  fell. 

“ I cannot  but  say  that  the  parting  was  one  of  the  most 
moving  and  affecting  scenes  which  presented  itself  through- 
out the  whole.  Families,  who  had  never  seen  each  other 
until  they  met  on  the  ground,  would  pour  forth  the  tears  of 
sympathy,  like  streams  of  waters;  many  friendships  were 
formed,  and  many  attachments  contracted,  which,  although 
the  persons  may  never  meet  again,  shall  never  be  dissolved. 
Not  one-quarter  of  an  hour  before  I mounted  my  horse  to 
come  away,  I saw  one  of  the  most  beautiful  sights  whichever 
mortal  beheld.  It  would  not  only  have  afforded  pleasure  to 
the  plainest  observer,  but  the  profoundest  philosopher  would 
have  found  it  food  for  his  imagination.  The  case  to  which  I 
allude  was  the  exercise  of  Miss  Dean,  one  of  the  three  sisters 
who  fell  near  the  close  of  the  work.  Her  reflections  presented 
mostly  objects  of  pleasure  to  her  view.  But  sometimes,  for 
the  space  of  a minute,  she  would  lose  them  ; the  consequence 
of  which  was  painful  distress.  By  the  very  features  of  her 
face  I could  see  when  her  afflictive  sensations  approached,  as 
plain  as  ever  I saw  the  sun’s  light  obscured  by  the  over-pass- 
ing of  clouds.  In  her  happy  moments  she  awakened  in  my 
recollection  Milton’s  lively  picture  of  Eve  when  in  a state  of 
innocence. 

“Another  extraordinary  case  occurred  at  the  very  moment 
of  departure.  Two  men  disputing,  one  for,  the  other  against 
the  work,  referred  their  contest  to  a clergyman  of  respecta- 
bility, who  happened  to  be  passing  that  way.  He  i .imedi- 
ately  took  hold  of  the  hand  of  the  unbeliever  and  thus 
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addressed  him  : ‘ If  you  were  in  your  heart’s  desire  to  wait 

oil  the  means  of  grace,  God  would  show  you  the  truth.  You 
may  expect  mercy  to  visit  you  ; but  remember,  my  hand  for 
it,  it  will  cost  you  something;  a stroke  would  not  now  come 
at  a successless  hour.’  Scarcely  had  the  words  dropped  from 
his  lips,  when  the  man  was  on  the  ground,  pleading  for  an 
interest  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  and  beg^'ing  pardon  of 
God  for  his  dishonoring  him  and  the  cause  of  religion,  through 
unbelief  I understood  the  man  to  be  a pious  man,  and  his 
hesitations  of  a religious  and  conscientious  kind.  The  other 
men  who  had  been  in  the  crowd  where  many  were  lying 
under  the  operations  of  the  work,  attempted  to  run  off  One, 
leaving  his  hat  in  his  haste,  ran  about  twenty  or  thirty  paces 
and  fell  on  his  face.  His  shrieks  declared  the  terrors  and 
anguish  under  which  he  labored.  The  other  ran  a different 
course  about  fifty  yards,  and  fell. 

“ The  number  of  those  who  were  stricken  could  not  be 
ascertained,  but  I believe  it  to  be  much  greater  than  any  one 
would  conceive.  On  Sabbath  night,  about  twelve  or  one 
o’clock,  I stood  alone  on  a spot  whence  I could  hear  and  see 
all  over  the  camp,  and  found  that  the  work  was  not  confined 
to  one,  two  or  three  places,  but  overspread  the  whole  field, 
and  in  some  large  crowds  the  ground  appeared  almost 
covered.  In  the  course  of  one  single  prayer,  of  duration 
about  ten  minutes,  twelve  persons  fell  to  the  ground,  the 
majority  of  whom  declared,  in  terms  audible  and  explicit,  that 
they  never  prayed  before. 

“ There  attended  on  this  occasion  thirteen  Presbyterian 
preachers,  viz.  : Messrs.  Simpson,  Cummins,  Davis,  Cunning- 
ham, Wilson,  Waddel,  Williamson,  Brown,  Kennedy,  Gille- 
land,  Sr.,  M’Elhenny,  Dixon  and  Gilleland,  Jr.,  and  an  un- 
known number  of  Methodists  and  Baptists. 

“ The  multitude  on  this  occasion  far  exceeded  anything 
which  had  come  under  my  observation.  There  were  various 
conjectures  of  the  number  present,  some  allowed  three,  some 
four,  some  five,  some  si.x,  some  seven,  and  some  eight 
thousand.  I had  not  been  in  the  habit  of  seeing  such  multi- 
tudes together,  and  therefore  do  not  look  upon  myself  ca- 
pable of  reckoning  anyways  accurately  on  the  subject.  But 
I do  candidly  believe  five  thousand  would  not  be  a vague 
conjecture.  Th.e  District  of  Spartanburg,  where  the  meeting 
was  held,  contains  no  less  than  twelve  thousand  souls.  Men 
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of  information  who  reside  therein,  said,  to  one  who  might  be 
travelling,  the  country  would  appear  almost  depopulated,  and 
hesitated  not  in  the  least  to  say  two-thirds  of  the  inhabitants 
were  present.  Now  supposing  only  one-third  to  have  at- 
tended from  that  district  itself,  there  would  have  been  four 
thousand.  Besides,  there  were  multitudes  from  the  districts 
of  Union,  York,  Laurens  and  Greenville.  Numbers  from 
Pendleton.  Abbeville,  Chester  and  Newberry,  and  some  from 
Green,  Jackson,  Elbert  and  Franklin  counties,  of  the  State  of 
Georgia.  Of  carriages,  the  number  was  about  two  hundred, 
including  wagons  and  all  other  carriages. 

“ In  a thinking  mind,  an  approach  to  the  spot  engendered 
awful  and  yet  pleasing  reflections.  The  idea  which  necessa- 
rily struck  the  mind  were,  thousands  in  motion  to  a point, 
where  to  meet,  tell,  hear,  see  and  feel  the  mighty  power  of 
God.  Believe  me,  sir,  no  composition  can  exaggerate  the 
spirit  of  one  of  these  occasions,  although  facts  may  be  mis- 
^represented.  For  a lively  miniature,  1 refer  you  to  an  extract 
of  a letter  contained  in  a book  lately  published  and  entitled, 
^Surprising  Accounts,'  this  expression  is  used,  ‘The 

slain  of  the  Lord  were  scattered  over  the  fields.’ 

“ I cannot  omit  mentioning  an  idea  expressed  by  Mr.  Wil- 
liamson. After  taking  a view  of  the  general  prevalency  of 
dissipation  and  slothful  neglect  in  religious  affairs,  he  con- 
cluded, saying,  “ These  works  appear  like  the  last  efforts  of 
the  Deity  to  preserve  his  church,  and  promote  the  cause  of 
religion  on  this  earth.’  To  see  the  bri-lliancy  and  sublimity  of 
this  idea,  we  need  only  recur  to  the  state  of  society  for  a few 
years  back,  especially  in  the  Southern  States  of  United 
America,  when  and  where  Satan  with  all  his  influence  ap- 
peared to  be  let  loose  and  was  going  about  like  a roaring  lion 
seeking  whom  he  might  devour.  This  extraordinary  work 
carries  in  itself,  demonstratively,  the  truth  of  the  Christian 
religion.  Men  who  fall,  and  many  there  are  who  have  paid 
no  attention  to  the  holy  scripture,  yea,  even  infidels  of  the 
deepest  dye,  cry  out  “ their  sinful  state  by  nature,’  ‘ their 
alienation  from  God,’  ‘and  man’s  incapacity  to  satisfy  the 
justice  of  the  law  under  which  he  stands  condemned,’  ‘ and  of 
course  the  absolute  necessity  of  a Redeemer.’  When  receiv- 
ing comfort  from  this  last  consideration,  I heard  none  crying 
for  Mahomed,  Bramma,  Grand  Lama  or  Hamed  ; none  but 
Christ  was  their  healing  balm,  in  Him  alone  was  all  reliance 
fixed,  on  Him  alone  was  all  dependence  placed. 
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“It  would  be  exceedingly  difficult  to  d^raw  an  intelligible 
representation  of  the  effects  of  this  work  upon  the  human 
body.  Some  are  more  easily  and  gently  wrought  than  oth- 
ers ; some  appear  wholly  wrapped  in  solitude;  while  others 
cannot  refrain  from  pouring  out  their  vvdiole  souls  in  exhorta- 
tion to  those  standing  round  ; different  stages,  from  mild 
swoons  to  convulsive  spasms,  may  be  seen  ; the  nerves  are 
not  unfrequently  severely  cramped  ; the  subjects  generally 
exhibit  appearances  as  though  their  very  hearts  would  burst 
out  of  their  mouths  ; the  lungs  are  violently  agitated,  and  all 
accompanied  with  an  exhalation  ; they  universally  declare 
that  they  feel  no  bodily  pain  at  the  moment  of  exercise, 
although  some  complain  of  a sore  breast  and  the  effects  of  a 
cramping,  after  the  work  is  over;  the  pulse  of  all  whom  I ob- 
served beat  quick  and  regular,  the  extremities  of  the  body  are 
sometimes  perceptibly  cold.  In  short,  no  art  or  desire  would 
imitate  the  exercise.  No  mimic  would  be  able  to  do  justice 
to  the  exhibition.  This  demonstrates  the  error  of  the  foolish 
supposition  of  its  being  feigned.  I will  conclude,  my  dear 
sir,  acknowledging  that  all  I have  here  written  is  incompe- 
tent to  give  you  any  complete  idea  of  the  work.  Therefore 
to  you  and  all  who  wish  to  be  informed,  I say,  come,  hear, 
see  and  feel. 

I am  yours,  respectfully, 

“EBENEZER  H.  CUMMINS.’’ 

These  statements  are  very  remarkable,  yet  we  abide  in  the 
opinions  expressed  on  former  pages. 

Fa IRVIEW  Church,  Greenville  District.  The  connection 
of  this  church  with  Rev.  James  Templeton,  the  halt  of  whose 
labors  they  had  enjoyed  since  1794,  ceased  in  1800.  They 
received  supplies  as  a vacant  church  from  John  Simpson, 
James  Gilliland,  Sen.,  and  Wm.  Williamson,  until  1802,  when 
they  united  with  the  Nazareth  Church  m a call  to  Rev,  James 
Gilliland,  Jr.,  with  whose  labors  they  were  favored  through 
the  remainder  of  this  decade.  About  the  year  1809  Alexan- 
der Peden,  William  Peden  and  Anthony  Savage  were  chosen 
as  elders. 

North  Pacolet  was  Supplied  as  a vacant  church  through 
this  decade.  In  1800  James  Templeton,  in  1802  James  Tem- 
pleton and  James  Gilliland,  Sen.  ; in  1803,  Gillilapd  ; in  1804, 
Templeton  and  James  Gilliland,  Jr.  ; in  1805,  Templeton;  in 
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i8o6,  Templeton  and  Gilliland  ; in  1807,  Templeton  and 
Daniel  Gray  ; in  1808,  Gray;  in  1809,  Gilliland  and  Gray. 
Under  Mr.  Templeton  in  1800,  W.  Lo^an  and  M.  Logan,  Jr., 
R.  McDowell  and  his  wife  and  J.  McDowell  and  his  wife 
became  members  of  the  church.  Under  the  labors  of  J.  Gil- 
liland in  1806,  W.  Jackson  and  Mrs.  Jackson  became  mem- 
bers. Thus  the  succession  of  a church,  apparently  never 
large,  was  kept  up  and  transmitted. 

Milford  is  often  associated  with  North  Pacolet  in  these 
supplies.  In  1800  James  Templeton;  in  1802,  Templeton 
and  Gilliland,  Sen.  ; in  1803.  Gilliland  and  Benjamin  Mont- 
gomery; in  1804,  Gilliland.  Jr.,  and  Templeton;  in  1806, 
Gilliland;  in  1807.  Templeton  was  appointed  as  supply. 
In  Sept.  i8or,  Milford  contributed  to  the  Missionary  Fund 
through  their  Elder. 

Newton,  “at  the  head  of  Tyger  River’’  was  supplied  in  this 
decade  by  Mr.  Gilliland,  Sen.  ; in  1805,  by  Mr.  Templeton  ; 
in  1806,  by  the  same,  if  the  Presbyterial  appointments  were 
fulfilled,  as  in  this  Presbytery  they  generally  were. 

Guffey  Town,  in  Edgefield  District,  on  Guffey  Town  Creek 
for  which  see  Vol.  I,  p.  642,  had  frequent  supplies  during  this 
decade.  “Guffey  Town  Church  petitioned  for  supplies’’ 
(Minutes  of  Second  Presbytery,  p.  104.)  In  1800  and  1801, 
Dr.  Cummins;  in  1802,  Hugh  Dickson  and  Robert  G.  Wil- 
son, (afterwards  D.  D-);  in  1803,  Wilson  and  Dickson,  and 
in  1807  Williamson  were  appointed  on  this  service. 

The  German  Church,  on  Hard  Labor  Creek  begins  to  be 
named  among  those  for  which  supplies  are  appointed.  “The 
German  Church  on  Hard  Labor  petitioned  for  supplies”  Sept. 
28,  1804,  Minutes,  p.  74.  Rev.  Messrs.  Dickson,  Wilson  and 
Waddel  were  appointed  for  this  purpose  in  1804,  Messrs. 
Waddel,  Dickson  and  Montgomery  in  1805,  Messrs.  Waddel 
Dickson  and  Gray  in  1806,  Messrs.  Waddel  and  Montgomery 
in  1807,  and  Dr.  Waddel  the  most  frequently  of  them  all. 
The  German  Church  is  nan.ed  and  Cuffey  Town  is  not  in  the 
report  of  the  Second  Presbytery  to  the  General  Assembly  in 
1809.  Did  the  one  organization  supersede  the  other. 

Smyrna  Church,  Abbeville.  There  was  a destitute  neigh- 
borhood near  Whitehall  which  had  associated  together  for 
the  purpose  of  public  worship.  They  had  sent  up  to  Presby- 
tery a request  to  be  taken  under  their  care  and  to  be  known 
by  the  name  of  Smyrna  Congregation.  They  were  received 
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see  Vol.  I,  p.  633.  Uniting  with  Greenville  Church  they 
petitioned  Presbytery  Sept.  22,  1800,  each  for  one- half  of  the 
services  of  Hugh  Dickson,  who  had  been  licensed  at  the 
Spring  Sessions,  as  their  stated  supply.  The  petition  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Supplies.  They  appointed  him 
to  serve  these  churches  each  three  Sabbaths,  Hopewell  and 
Carmel  each,  one,  and  the  rest  of  his  time  to  preach  at  his 
own  discretion.  At  the  Spring  Sessions  May  9th,  1801,  they 
presented  a regular  call  for  him  as  their  pastor,  which  he 
accepted,  and  was  ordained  as  pastor  of  these  congregations 
at  an  Intermediate  Presb)’tery,  which  was  held  at  the  house 
of  John  Hairston,  in  the  middle  ground  between  the  two  con- 
gregations, on  the  iith  of  November,  1801,  the  Rev.  Francis 
Cummins  preaching  the  sermon,  and  the  Rev.  Robert  Wilson 
presiding  and  putting  the  questions  prescribed  in  the  Disci- 
pline, making  the  consecrating  prayer  and  delivering  the 
charge  to  the  pastor  and  an  exhortation  to  the  people,  and 
Mr.  Diclyson  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his 
office.  At  the  time  of  the  settlement  in  the  congregation 
there  was  no  regular  session.  The  people  elected  Andrew 
and  Alexander  White,  David  Logan,  John  Hairston,  and 
Samuel  Weems  to  the  office  of  ruling  elders,  into  which  office 
they  were  inducted  by  ordination.  These  men,  by  deaths  and 
removals,  soon  disappeared  from  among  the  people.  The 
efforts  made  to  obtain  others,  and  the  singular  fatality  attend- 
ing them,  probably  belong  to  a later  period. 

Gneenville  Church  (formerly  Saluda),  Abbeville.  This 
church  was  left  vacant  by  the  dissolution  of  the  union  between 
it  and  the  Long  Cane  Church  in  1797.  We  mentioned  that 
the  congregation  was  supplied  once  in  th.e  month  for  one  year 
afterwards  by  Rev.  Robert  Wilson.  But  this  period  having 
elapsed  it  was  left  vacant,  and  in  this  situation,  with  a few 
occasional  supplies,  it  continued  until  the  spring  of  1800,  when 
it  was  visited  by  Mr.  Hugh  Dickson,  a licentiate,  under  the 
care  of  the  Second  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina.  He  preach- 
ed to  them  occasionally  through  the  summer,  and  at  the  fall 
sessions  he  received  an  invitation  to  spend  half  of  his  time 
among  them  as  a stated  supply  till  the  next  meeting  of  the 
Presbytery.  This  was  through  the  hands  of  Presbytery, 
under  whose  direction  he  was.  It  took  the  course  we  have 
indicated,  but  for  substance  it  was  accepted  on  his  part,  and 
he  commenced  his  labors.  There  were  at  that  time  but  two 
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officiating  elders,  James  Watts  and  John  Bell,  and  about  forty 
communicants.  Many  had  removed  to  the  new  seltlements 
in  Pendleton,  and  a degree  of  coldness  prevailed  among  the 
people  generally.  The  old  house  of  worship  was  very  much 
racked,  and  a new  one  was  to  be  built,  and  the  session  en- 
gaged. Both  these  objects  were  attended  to.  The  house 
was  built,  and  John  Weatherall,  George  Brownlee,  and  Ed- 
ward Sharpe  were  elected  to  the  office  of  ruling  elders,  and 
were  ordained.  The  great  religious  excitement,  which  pre- 
vailed in  many  parts  of  the  country  in  1802,  produced  little 
effect  on  the  congregation  There  were  a few  additions  to 
the  church.  [MS.  Letter  of  Rev.  Dickson  to  Rev.  J C.  Wil- 
liams, March  9th,  1853.]  In  the  Minutes  of  Presbytery  there 
is  on  record:  “A  memorial  from  the  Trustees  of  Greenville 
congregation  stating  that  a specific  contract  was  made  be- 
tween them  and  Mr.  Dickson,  their  pastor,  seven  years  since 
stipulating  a certain  sum  of  money  in  consideration  of  his 
labors  among  them,  the  performance  of  which  had  become 
almost  impracticable  to  them  ; and  praying,  not  for  a disso- 
lution of  their  relation  as  pastor  and  people,  but  for  an  exon- 
eration from  the  obligation  on  their  part  as  to  the  specific 
sum.  To  which,  with  Mr.  Dickson’s  consent,  the  prayer  of 
the  memorial  was  granted.”  (Minutes  of  the  meeting  at 
Hopewell  Church,  April  5th,  1808,  p.  120.)  We  remember 
that  the  alleged  inability  of  this  congregation  to  pay  the  half 
of  Dr  Robert  G.  Wilson’s  salary  was  the  reason  of  the  dis- 
solution of  the  pastoral  relation  with  him.  But  in  this  case 
“ things  went  on  smoothly,”  and  the  minister  did  not  “ count 
the  loss  of  earthly  goods.”  The  church  at  this  time,  accord- 
ing to  a brief  history  sent  up  to  the  General  Assembly,  con- 
sisted of  about  fifty  communing  members. 

Rocky  Cheek,  now  Rock  Church,  continued  to  rely  on 
Presbyterial  supplies.  Among  these  we  name  Robert  Wilson, 
in  1800,  1801,  1803;  J-  Kennedy  and  Hugh  Dickson,  in 
1803  ; Moses  Waddel  and  Hugh  Dickson,  1804,  in  which 
year,  on  the  third  Sabbath  in  July,  Messrs.  Waddel,  Kennedy, 
Dickson,  and  Montgomery  were  appointed  to  administer  the 
communion;  Hugh  l^ickson,  Thos.  Williamson  and  Daniel 
Gray,  in  1805  ; Hugh  Dickson,  in  1806;  J.  B.  Kennedy  and 
Jas.  Gilliland,  Jr.,  in  1808;  J.  B.  Kennedy,  Hugh  Dickson 
and  Benjamin  Montgomery,  in  1809.  John  Sample  and 
George  Heard  were  appointed  ruling  elders  in  1804.  The 
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existence  of  this  church  seems  to  have  been  continued  under 
these  inadequate  means.  The  congregation  is  in  the  south- 
east part  of  Abbeville  District.  Below  it  and  near  the  Edge- 
field  line  lies  old  Cambridge,  or  Ninety-Six,  of  Revolutionary 
renown,  said  to  have  eight  stores,  five  of  which  were  quite 
extensive,  if  we  may  credit  tradition.  The  seat  of  justice  for 
the  judicial  district  of  Ninety-  Six,  and  the  site  of  an  institution 
of  learning,  which  would  one  day,  it  was  believed,  grow  into  a 
university,  where  Creswell,  Springer,  and  others  preached,  is 
not  named  in  the  records  of  Presbytery  during  this  decade. 
In  1803  the  Cambridge  Association  was  incorporated  by  the 
Legislature.  The  college  and  lands  belonging  thereunto,  the 
court  house  and  jail,  and  the  public  lots  in  the  village,  were 
vested  in  this  Association,  to  be  sold  and  disposed  of  for  these 
objects,  the  college  property  b.-ing  held  exclusively  for  the 
uses  of  the  institution  the  Association  was  to  establish.  The 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church  was  chartered  at  the  same  time. 
The  old  college  building  was  of  wood.  The  Association 
erected  an  academy  building  of  brick.  The  Presbyterian 
interest  revived  again  in  this  locality  at  a subsequent  period. 

HoPEWEr.L  Church,  Abbeville  (Lower  Long  Cane),  re- 
ceived supplies  as  a vacant  church  in  1800.  Rev.  Messrs. 
Simpson,  Dickson  and  Gilleland,  Sr.,  preached  to  them  by 
order  of  Presbytery  that  year.  In  1801  Rev.  Dr.  Waddell 
left  Columbia  County,  in  Georgia,  and  opened  a school  in 
Vienna,  Abbeville  District,  South  Carolina,  where  he  also 
labored  in  preaching  the  gospel.  This  place  was  laid  out  as 
a twwn  on  the  Savannah  River  in  expectation  of  its  becoming 
a place  of  commerce.  Three  other  places  were  laid  out  at 
the  same  time.  Vienna,  opposite  the  mouth  of  Broad  River, 
in  Georgia,  at  its  confluence  with  the  S.ivannah  ; S >uth  Hamp- 
ton on  the  hill  above  Vienna,  two  others  on  the  Georgia  side, 
Petersburg  in  the  fork,  and  Lisbon  on  the  south  side  of  Broad 
River,  of  high  sounding  names,  all  rivals  for  the  trade  of  the 
two  rivers,  and  all  destined  to  an  ephemeral  existence. 
Hopewell  Church,  on  the  24th  of  September,  1801,  petitioned 
Presbytery  for  liberty  to  call  Mr.  (afterwards  Dr.)  Waddell,  a 
minister  of  Hopewell  Presbyteiy  in  Georgia,  as  their  pastor, 
another  neighboring  congregaticn  uniting  with  them  in  this 
call,  and  desiring  to  be  known  on  the  records  by  the  name  of 
Moriah.  This  church  was  the  one  called  Liberty,  Vol.  i, 
p.  631,  and  was  still  so  called,  notwithstanding  this  effort  to 
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change  its  name.,  The  prayer  was  granted,  and  on  the  yth  oC 
April,  iSoi,  Mr.  Waddel  was  received  as  a member,  and  was 
accompanied  by  Mr.  William  Hinton,  a delegate  from  the 
session  of  Hopewell  Church.  In  1804  Mr.  Waddel  removed 
from  Vienna  to  Willinylotna  countrvseat  which  he  had  estab- 
lished.  Mr.  Waddel  requested  leave  of  Presbytery  September 
28th  to  resign  his  pastoral  charge  of  Vienna.  To  this  Pres- 
bytery replied  that  as  Vienna  is  not  now,  nor  has  been  at  any 
former  period  known  as  a church  under  the  care  of  Presby- 
tery, and  never  presented  any  call  to  Mr.  Waddel  through 
that  body,  he  cannot  be  considered  bound  otherwise  than  by 
private  contract,  which  may  be  dissolved  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  parties.  Willington  was  about  six  miles  below  Vienna, 
and  a little  more  than  si.x  from  Hopewell  Church,  the  chief 
scene  of  his  pastoral  labors.  The  degree  of  Doctor  of  Di- 
vinity was  conferred  upon  him  by  the  College  of  South  Caro- 
lina in  1807.  As  an  illustration  of  Dr.  Waddel’s  character, 
and  a revelation  of  his  personal  history  beyond  those  bounds 
which  limit  our  own  knowledge,  we  again  quote  from  the 
contribution  of  Mrs.  M.  E.  D.,  from  the  point  at  which  we 
left  it  on  p.  654  of  our  first  volume  ; “ When  Dr.  Waddel  was 
disconnected  With  South  Carolina  Presbytery  his  interest  in 
it  did  not  cease — he  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  Mr.  Springer 
at  Liberty,  and  while  a resident  of  Georgia  often  preached  at 
Hopewell  in  this  State,  whether  as  a mis-iionary  or  as  a supply 
I cannot  determine. 

“In  these  excursions,  after  crossing-  the  Savannah,  he  usually 
remained  a ni.iiht  witli  Capt.  P.  Poaer,  or  with  Pierre  Gihert,  Esq., 
Frencli  settlers  on  opposite  sides  of  Little  River,  and  by  the  assistance  of 
these  friendly  families  he  was  ferried  across  in  a small  canoe,  while  his 
horse  eithei'  folded  or  swam  according:  to  the  condition  of  the  river. 
And  here  we  may  notice  an  indication  of  that  [uinctual  habit  which 
thus  early  acquii-ed,  followed  him  throuali  life,  and  which  aided  l>y  his 
remarkable  perseverance  triumphed  over  every  tritliny  obstacle,  and 
sutiered  neither  wind  nor  weather  to  detain  him  behind  the  time,  or 
in  any  way  to  disappoint  a conyreyatioii.  For  several  years  previous  to 
his  entire  removal  Dr.  Cummings  iiad  resigned  the  care  of  Hopewell, 
l)ut  continued  at  Rocky  River,  and  the  proximity  of  these  churches 
jirepared  the  way  for  an  intimacy  between  the  ministers  which  lasted 
for  years  many  letters  having  pa.ssed  on  both  sides  after  tlie  removal  of 
Dr.  C.  to  Creensborough. 

“ In  pursueing  this  course  several  years  had  elapsed  in  the  life  of  the 
young  widower,  when.  Vicing  a.|)i)ointed  Commissioner  to  the  Assemljly 
at  Philadeljihia.  he  passed  the  place  of  his  nativity,  and  met  again  the 
object  of  his  earliest  love,  Vliss  Elizabeth  Pleasance,  Ins  lirst  cousin.  A 
juvenile  attachment  had  subsisted  between  them  ; but  the  engagement 
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was  broken  off  by  tlie  parents,  wlio  refused  to  let  their  daughter 
encounter  wliat  was  tlien  considered  the  wilds  of  Geor«:ia.  The  devo- 
tion of  the  lady,  however,  triuni])hed  over  this  difiiculty;  and  a few 
days  or  weeks  before  his  inarriaLre  with  Miss  Calhoun,  he  received  inti- 
mation that  his  former  friend  was  willintj;  to  meet  the  incon veiuences 
of  frontier  life.  God  was  pleased  by  the  death  of  the  lirst  wife  to 
develop  the  andable  qualities  of  this  excellent  woman,  who  by  ])atience, 
2)erseverance  and  meekness  was  so  well  fitted  to  her  station,  and  her 
constancy  rewarded  by  the  privilege  of  ininisterin<-';  for  more  than 
thirty  years  to  the  comfort  of  an  eminent  servant  of  Christ. 

Immediately  after  this  marria.ire  Mr-  A addel  settled  in  South  Caro- 
lina, resuinin<4  his  classic  vocation  in  a decent  Acadenu’  built  by  a 
Board  of  Trustees  in  the  vibaye  of  Vienna. 

“ In  the  meantime  the  rich  and  beautiful  situations  on  the  Savannah 
River,  for  some  miles  below,  had  been  taken  up  by  several  worthy 
descendants  of  the  Scotch-Irish  colony,  and  some  few  had  been  drawn 
from  a distance  by  the  alrea<ly  famous  character  of  the  school  at 
Vienna.  Amonir  the  latter  was  the  widow  of  a Mr  Bull,  a relative  of 
Govr.  Bull  of  Charleston,  with  her  two  youthful  and  talented  sons 
She  was  a diemified  and  superior  lady,  and  lived  an  ornament  to  the 
church,  but  tlie  younger  of  her  sons,  the  late  beloved  Elder  of  Wdllimx- 
ton  was  a man  of  wh<)m  the  world  was  not  worthy.  They  all  lie  side 
by  side  in  the  church  yard,  and  the  mother’s  stone  once  so  lonely  is  now 
crowded  with  companions. 

“These,  in  connei-tion  with  the  warm-hearted  French,  were  the 
]>atrons  of  Mr  Waddehand  as  he  was  now  a regular  supidv  at  Hopewell, 
and  was  preaching  at  Liberty,  ten  or  twelve  miles  below,  it  aiJi^eared  to 
them  both  convenient  and  desirable  that  he  shonld  make  a more  i>er- 
manent  settlement  among  them.  On  the  high  healthy  ridge  which 
succeeds  to  the  lowlands,  and  about  live  miles  from  his  former  position, 
a tract  of  land  was  obtained  for  him,  which  had  been  included  in  the 
grant  of  a French  settler — and  in  1804  he  set  U|>  on  his  own  responsi- 
bility in  the  little  secluded  valley  destined  to  bei^ome  so  well  known, 
and  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Mil  ington. 

For  educational  jnirposes  he  had  at  tirst  but  a log  house,  ventilated 
by  a wide  open  passage  ; and  as  the  place  seemed  so  strait,  and  the 
number  of  pupils  continually  increased,  so-in  a great  number  of  little 
wooden  tents  or  domicils  surrounded  the  log  cabin,  peeping  out  here 
and  there  from  among  the  Chimjuapin  bushes — some  with  little  {4{)es 
of  wooden  chimneys  plastered  with  mud— others  more  pretentiously 
built  of  brick  looking  decrepid  and  ricketty  ; yet  supplying  all  that  the 
erratic  wishes  of  a student  miixht  reipnre.  Here,  in  this  classic;  camp, 
the  teacher,  by  his  own  vigilance,  and  by  means  of  nnmitoi's  main- 
tained the  strictest  subordination.  Some  nien  seem  born  to  rule,  and 
such  was  IMoses  Waddel.  Though  rather  below  the  medium  heiglit,  as 
his  fi-ame  matured,  he  became  stout  and  athletic,  and  Ids  large  head 
and  heavy  eyebrows  gave  2>i'omise  of  that  unconquerable  will,  whicdi 
was  never  found  swevering  from  the2>ath  of  duty. 

“ I'his  is  said  to  be  a “ fast  age,”  but  if  by  a jerecocious  manhood,  and 
a false  indulgence,  the  jmrposes  of  education  are  now  defeated  ; it  is  no 
less  true,  that  in  the  jerimitive  state  of  our  society,  the  teacher  must 
have  met  a much  greater  hardihood  and  boldness  of  nerve.  Boys 
trained  to  out-of-door  sports,  and  nurtured  in  warfare  could  not  be 
easily  frowned  into  submission,  and  the  young  Dictator  in  the  intro- 
duction of  his  new  system  had  many  and  severe  contests,  the  memory 
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of  whirl)  adeoted  l)is  risibles  for  the  remainder  of  his  life  He  honestly 
believed  that  the  wise  saj^^estion  of  Solomon  was  the  only  safety-valve 
for  the  fol  ies  of  youth,  and  he  acted  n[)on  that  belief  with  bohlness 
and  decision  No  man  could  administer  reproof  with  niore  point,  and 
few  better  understood  its  application — should  rejjroof  fail,  the  rod  was 
the  dernier  but  sure  resort. 

1 su|)pose  that  a volume  miyht  be  filled  with  anecdotes,  illustrative 
of  his  belief  in  the  superior  efticacy  of  coercive  measures.  I will  yive 
only  one:  A young  man  who  refused  to  meet  the  Monitnr’s  bill  on 

JMonday,  played  truant,  and  in  order  to  return  home  borrowed  a horse 
from  some  of  the  unsuspecting  peasantry — for  in  these  days  the  sound 
of  the  stage-horn  had  never  frightened  the  peaceful  echoes  of  Willing- 
ton.  Befoi'e  leaving,  however,  he  ventured,  Ijooted  and  spurred,  into 
the  precincts  of  the  camp.  The  nnster,  appearently  with  no  hostile  in- 
tention, but  with  a rod  concealed  under  his  arm,  came  out,  and  approach- 
ing the  stirrup-iron  of  the  delinquent,  by  a skillful  maixeuvre  unhorsed 
him,  and  giving  him  a severe  tla'.iellation,  ordered  him  to  proceed  on 
his  journey —but  no  ! the  horse  was  dismissed,  and  the  truant  choice  now 
to  remain,  and,  said  the  old  man  in  relating  it,  “ I never  had  a better  or 
more  obedient  i)upil  than  he  was  from  that  day.” 

Though  IMr.  Waddel  had  much  confidence  in  the  birch,  he  had  more 
ho[)e  in  God,  and  his  heart  was  overflowing  with  love  to  his  pupils  and 
with  zeal  for  their  spiritual  improvement.  They  had  always  l;een  con- 
vened for  niorning  and  evening  pi’ayers,  and  had  heard  many  lectures 
on  spiritual  as  well  as  on  moral  themes  ; he  had  given  them  all  his 
vacant  8al)haths ; hut  not  satistied  with  this,  he  commenced  in  18UG  a 
regular  course  of  |>reaching  on  Friday  afternoons 

The  ])eople  followed  up  these  lectures,  and  to  accommodate  the 
audience  they  were  mostly  given  out  of  doors.  His  engageuients  had 
now  become  so  nuuierous  that  some  must  suffer.  The  chai’gc  of  Rocky 
River  was  now  added  to  Hopewell,  Dr.  (i’ummings  having  in  1808  or  4 
removed  to  Georgia,  and  it  was  his  custom  to  convene  his  family  for 
worshij)  by  candle  light  on  Sal)bath  morning,  ride  on  horseback  to 
these  places — the  one  ten,  the  other  fifteen  miles,  preach  and  retiD-n 
the  same  day 

“ The  fragment  of  the  Huguenots  at  Libert}^  received  but  one  Sab- 
bath, and  sometimes  that  was  necessarily  a failure.  Advantage  was 
taken  of  this  opening  b}'  some  ministers  of  the  Ba[)tist  denoniination, 
who,  without  regard  to  uiinisterial  etiquette  took  ]»ossession  of  the 
])lace  for  a time.  This  oi'der  had  been  gradually  increasing  in  the 
neighbf)rhood,  while  the  elder  French  were  being  swe])t  away  by  the 
ruthless  hand  of  time,  and  while  these  were  immersing  at  Lil)crty,  the 
second  generation  of  the  French  people  found  themselves  carried  away 
by  those  influences  whit'h  were  radiating  I'ound  a new  organization. 

“ In  180b  the  fruits  of  Hr  WaOdel’s  assiduous  labors  began  to  be 
manifested  in  his  school— a most  interesting  i-evival  took  place  thei’e, 
which  extended  to  the  people  of  the  surrounding  country,  and  they 
began  seriously  to  feel  the  inconvenien'’e  attending  the  want  of  a house 
of  worship.  Some  of  the  more  influential  citizens — among  the  most 
])r;nninent  of  whom  was  P.  Gibert,  Fsq.,  made  ai)plication  to  the 
Trustees  at  Vienna  for  the  Aca<lemic  bailding  at  that  place,  which  was 
most  generously  grajited  them  ; and  shorth"  it  nrose  beneath  the  already 
conseci’ated  groves  of  IVhllingt  m.  Besides  four  convenient  recitation 
rooms  it  contained  a small  Chapel,  and  here  in  1818  the  c-hurch  was 
regularly  organized,  William  Noble,  Pieri'e  Gibert  and  Moses  Dobbins 
constituting  the  session. 
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“At  this  time  the  church  at  Rocky  River  was  resiuued  to  i\Ir.  (Jamhle 
and  Mr.  Waddel  alternated  hetween  Willinytoii  and  Moi)ewell. 

It  is  said  that  lie  refused  to  enter  into  the  jiastoral  relation,  which 
■was  attribntahle  in  part  t(.i  the  fact,  that  his  vocation  as  a teacher  inter- 
fered with  the  }iroper  discharge  of  the  duties  of  that  sacred  ollice,  and 
jiartly,  to  the  missionary  s|>irit  he  luul  imhibed  in  early  youth,  which 
inclined  Him  to  labor  as  an  Rvanyelist  whenever  it  should  he  practica- 
ble. He  was  fond  of  ^miii”-  to  the  help  of  his  ministerial  brethren,  and 
this  habit  became  so  eontirmed  that  in  his  advanced  age  he  was  iniich 
from  home- 

AVe  have  the  liest  authority  for  stating  that  iMr.  A’addel  adojited 
early  in  life  the  declaration  of  St.  Paul  as  his  motto:  “ I am  chargeb-ie 

to  no  man,  etc.,”  but  however  noble  and  self-sacriticing  this  might  have 
been  in  his  own  fierson,  it  was  not  calculated  to  produce  the  fruits  of  a 
righteous  stewardshi[)  in  others.  The  wants  of  the  age,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  his  ministry,  and  his  independent  mode  of  living,  made-it  easy 
iind  perhaps  proper  for  him  to  render  gratuitous  service  ; but  it  is  be- 
lieved by  some  that  absolution  from  pecuniary  obligation  to  the  church 
for  so  many  years,  has  induced  a toi’indity  on  this  subject  in  these  con- 
gregations which  has  ever  since  been  manifesting  its  unsanctifying 
efforts;  unless  early  trained  in  liberal  things  it  is  veiy  hard  for  men 
to  realize  that  they  who  “preach  the  Gospel  should  live  of  the  Gospel,” 
and  that  those  “who  sow  sparingly  shall  reaj)  also  sparing  y,”  there  are 
not  wanting  here,  men,  who  are  willing  to  believe  that  a secular  calli-ng 
is  perfectly  compatible  with  the  Gospel  ministry,  and  who  (piote  Dr 
AVaddel  as  a i)recedenf  for  generous  self-devotion. 

“It  is  true  that  in  all  benevolent  enterprises  brought  before  the 
church  his  own  exam])  e of  great  liberality  had  some  effect  u])on  his 
contem[ioraries  ; for  there  were  many  noble  and  large  minded  Chris- 
tians in  that  day,  but  these  conseipiences  were  develo])ed  in  the  future. 
By  the  exercise  of  great  industry  and  economy,  combined  with  the 
fewness  of  his  wants  in  his  simple  and  ])atriarchal  mode  of  living,  IMr. 
AVaddel  soon  found  himself  ac(]uiring  a comi)etent  estate,  so  that  he 
was  enabled  to  become  a cheerful  givei';  but  his  disbursements  were  all 
made  in  the  faith  of  one  wh:>  lends  to  the  Lord,  and  this  sentiment  he 
saw  no  reason  to  change  to  the  end  of  his  days.  Giving  on  one  occasion 
the  last  twenty-five  dollars  from  his  pocket  to  a traveling  agent,  he 
returned  that  night  from  a marriage,  and  displaying  the  same  amount 
of  money  to  a friend,  remarked  with  a smile,  “I  knew  the  Lord  woifid 
return  it ; but  I did  not  know  that  he  would  send  it  to-day.”  (AISS  of 
Airs.  AI.  E.  D.,  see  Vol.  1,  p.  442.  ) 

Rockv  River  Church.  AAdien  Rev.  Franci.s  Cummins  re- 
signed the  pastoral  charge  of  Hopewell  Church  in  1796,110 
still  retained  that  of  Rocky  River  in  the  northwestern  part  of 
Abbeville  District.  In  the  spring  of  1803  the  pastoral  con- 
nection of  Mr.  Cummins  with  this  church  was  dissolved,  and 
he  removed  to  the  State  of  Georgia.  In  1804  the  Rev.  John 
Simpson  was  directed  to  preach  at  this  church  as  a supply. 
In  1805  at  the  solicitation  of  the  people.  Dr.  Waddel  con- 
sented to  preach  to  them  a part  of  his  time  and  took  upon 
himself  the  ch  irge  of  the  church,  in  which  he  continued. 
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In  the  early  days  of  this  church  (here  was  used  what  was 
called  a shade  or  shelter  in  place  of  a house  of  worship. 
About  the  time  of  its  regular  organization  a house  was  built 
of  hewn  logs,  which  was  used  till  A.  D.  i 8oo,  when  a large 
frame  building  was  put  up.  d'he  early  settlers  in  this  con- 
gregation were  foreigners,  but  the  largest  portion  at  this 
time  and  even  earlier  were  from  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania, 
to  all  of  whom  tradition  gave  the  honor  of  having  taken  an 
active  part  in  the  Revolutionary  struggle.  (MS.  by  John 
Spear.) 

The  eldership  had  been  increased  since  1 790  by  the  addi- 
tion of  John  Caldwell,  and,  at  a late  period,  of  Eze.kiel  Cal- 
houn, Wm.  H.  Caldwell  and  Robt.  Crosby.  Mr.  Calhoun  to 
till  the  vacancy  made  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Allen;  Mr.  Cald- 
well to  fill  that  of  his  father,  and  Mr.  Crosby  that  occasioned 
by  the  death  of  Mr.  Baskin.  This  addition  was  made  to  the 
session  about  the  year  1805. 

In  the  years  1800  and  i8c2  there  were  camp  meetings  held 
at  this  church  and  also  in  1804,  at  which  there  was  great 
excitement,  and  great  numbers  in  attendance.  “ I attended 
two  of  these  meetings  ; I was  then  seventeen  years  old. 
There  was  no  noise,  yet  many  would  fall  duwn  and  appear 
for  hours  insensible.  But  so  far  as  my  knowledge  extends  I 
could  percei\'e  no  reformation  in  after  life.  I otil)^  ,^peak  from 
my  own  observation.  In  two  or  three  years  the  Presb\  teiy 
generally  gave  up  those  camp  meetings.  I think'  it  was  well 
to  do  so.”  A.  GILES, 

Monterey,  S.  C.,  Oetober  y, 

There  was  a difference  of  opinion  then  among  good  men  as 
to  these  extraordinary  scenes. 

Loxg  Cane  Church,  formerly  Upper  Long  Cane,  enjoyed 
the  labors  of  Rev.  Robert  Wilson,  D.  D.,  until  November, 
1804.  This  is  the  statement  in  \'ol.  k,  p.  628  of  this  history, 
in  which  we  anticipated  the  progress  of  our  narrative.  On 
consulting  the  minutes  of  the  Second  Presbytery  we  find  that 
Dr.  Wilson’s  desire  to  resign  his  pastoral  charge  was  made 
known  October  2d,  1804,  and  the  church  cited  to  appearand 
shew  cause,  if  the\^  have  atnp  wh\’  the  recpiest  should  not  be 
granted,  but  that  the  official  lelease  from  his  pastoral  charge 
was  on  the  third  of  April,  1805.  The  three  ministers,  Robeit 
Wilson,  William  Whlliamson  and  James  Gilliland,  Sr.;  were 
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on  the  same  day  dismissed  to  join  the  Presbytery  of  Wash- 
ington, in  the  State  of  Kentucky.  Tlie  moving  cause  oPthe 
migration  of  two  of  these  ministers,  Messrs.  Wilson  and  Gilli- 
land, was  opposition  to  the  institution  of  slavery.  The 
Presbytery  of  Washington  belonged  to  the  Synod  of  Ken- 
tucky, but  extended  over  the  Southern  portion  of  Ohio, 
where  these  three  ministers  took  up  their  abode.  After  this, 
the  congregation  was  frequently  supplied  by  Presbyterial  ap- 
pointment, Messrs.  Dickson,  Thomas  Williamson,  Waddil 
and  Kennedy  being  appointed  at  sundry  times,  Rev.  Dr.  • 
Montgomery  and  Thos.  Williamson  the  most  often.  With 
each  of  these  last  named  ministers  they  were  about  forming  a 
pastoral  relation  which  was  prevented  by  the  death  of  the 
latter  and  by  the  death  of  the  wife  of  the  former,  which 
turned  his  attention  in  a different  direction. 

At  a special  meeting  of  Presbytery  held  at  Poplar  Tent,  N. 
C.,  October  6th,  1809,  William  H.  Barr,  a licentiate  under  the 
care  of  Concord  Presbytery,  was  received,  and  a call  was  laid 
before  Presbytery  from  the  L.ong  Cane  congregation  for  his 
services,  which  was  by  him  accepted.  At  a pro  re  nata  meet- 
ing held  at  this  church  on  th.e  27th  of  Deceiriber,  1809.  he 
passed  his  trials,  and  on  the  28th  was  ordained  pastor  of  this 
church.  Dr.  Waddel,  presiding,  and  lohn  B.  Kennedy  preach- 
ing the  ordination  sermon,  from  Col.  i.  ; 28,  Thus  was 
inaugurated  a ministry  which  was  peculiarly  happy,  able,  and 
attended  with  blessed  results.  The  number  of  church  mem- 
bers in  full  communion  at  this  time  was  about  120.  (MS. 
of  Robert  Wardlaw,  M3.  Hist,  of  2d  Pres.,  by  Dr.  Waddel, 
Chairman.  Minutes  of  Pres’y.) 

Brad.\way  Church,  in  Pendleton  District,  was  under  the 
pastoral  care  of  James  Gilliland,  Sr.,  till  April  4,  1804,  when 
the  [lastoral  relation  between  him  and  this  people  was  dis- 
solved and  he  had  leave  to  travel  without  the  bounds  of 
Presbytery.  His  dismission  occurred,  as  we  have  indicated, 
and  his  subsequent  history  was  given,  vol.  I.,  pp.  634,  635. 

‘‘  In  July,  1802,  the  general  revival  in  the  Southern  States, 
appeared  here,  where  multitudes  attended  a communion  sea- 
son and  a most  astonishing  solemnity  prevailed,  the  lasting 
effects  of  which,  says  the  Committee  on  the  History  of  the  Pres- 
bytery of  which  Dr.  Waddel  was  Chairman,  “are  still  hap- 
pily experienced  and  visible  in  some.’’  After  Mr.  Gilliland’s 
departure  the  church  was  dependent  on  Presbyterial  supplies 
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among  wliicli  occur  more  tlian  once,  the  names  of  Simpson, 
Templeton,  IMcElhenny,  Gilliland.  Jr.,  Montgomery,  William- 
son, and  Dickson.  This  church  consisted  in  i 809  of  forty  com- 
municants and  was  able  to  pay  half  the  expenses  of  a 
minister. 

Roberts  and  Good  Hope  were  united  under  the  care  of 
Rev.  John  Simpson,  till  his  lamented  death  in  October,  1807. 
After  his  death  these  churches  secured  for  a short  time  the 
services  of  Rev.  Samuel  Davis,  as  a supply.  It  is  not  known 
how  long  or  with  what  success  he  labored.  He  appeared,  says 
Rev.  David  Humphries,  to  be  a devout  man.  a Nathaniel  in 
whom  thei'e  is  no  guile.  He  removed  to  the  mountain  re- 
gions of  North  Carolina  and  labored  there  for  some  years  ; in 
1821  he  leturned  to  this  State  and  settled  in  Anderson  Dis- 
trict on  Broad  Mouth  Creek,  and  was  there  for  a few  years 
without  a charge,  after  which  he  returned  to  his  former  settle- 
ment in  North  Carolina.  He  raised  a pious  family.  Nothing 
further  is  known  of  his  history.  (MSS.  of  David  Humphries.) 
The  Rev.  Andrew  Brown  was  appointed  by  Presbytery  to 
preach  at  Roberts  as  a supply  in  1808,  and  Dr.  Waddel  at 
Good  Hope.  Rev.  Mr.  McPJhennv  was  remembered  by  Mr. 
Humphries  to  have  also  preached  at  Good  Hope  and  Roberts 
as  a sup[)ly,  but,  as  dates  are  not  given,  this  may  have  been 
in  the  next  decade. 

As  there  are  no  records  preserved  giving  an  account  of  the 
organization  of  these  churches,  we  can  barely  give  the  names 
of  some  whom  tradition  reports  to  have  been  among  their 
first  elders.  The  names  of  Messrs.  Stephenson,  Gilman,  Hen- 
derson, Martin,  Allen  and  Anderson,  are  mentioned.  These 
are  all  remembered  as  very  upright  and  worthy  men,  honor- 
ablv  filling  the  offices  of  elders  in  the  church  of  Roberts. 

Of  the  first  elders  of  Good  Hope  little  comparatively  is 

known.  Esquire Tusk  was  one  of  tlie  first  that  held  the 

office.  He  was  W'ell  acquainted  with  the  doctrines  and  polity 
of  the  Prcsb)’terian  Church,  a man  of  prayer  and  exem[dary 
in  all  his  conduct.  He  with  several  others  from  this  church 
moved  to  Pickens  District  and  formed  a portion  of  the  Bethel 
Church.  He  is  said  to  have  died  at  Cedar  Springs,  Abbeville. 
Mr.  McCreight  was  also  early  an  elder  here.  He  removed  to 
Green  County,  Alabama,  in  1820.  Mr.  Samuel  Parker  was 
another,  a man  of  a spiritual  mind  and  much  concerned  for 
the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  church.  Mr.  Steele  also  was 
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one  of  the  first  bench  of  elders.  Mr.  Thoniis  Beaty  vvas  an 
elder  here  at  an  early  day.  He  ca  ne  from  North  Carolina 
with  a large  family,  which,  for  a time,  form  ml  a large  portion 
of  the  church.  M iny  of  their  descendants  are  still  here. 
He  removed  to  Bethel  Church  in  Pickens  District.  (MSS.  of 
Rev.  David  H um|:)hries.) 

Hopewell  ( Keowee.) — This  congregation  was  aependent 
still  longer  on  the  Presbytery  for  supplies.  The  minutes  of 
Presbytery  show  that  Rev.  Mr.  Simpson  was  appointed  twice 
and  Rev.  Mr.  Dicltson  once  to  preach  to  them  in  i8oo.  Mr. 
Gilliland,  Sr.,  Mr.  McRIhenny  and  Mr.  Montgomery  in  1802, 
and  Mr.  Templeton  an  I Mr.  Gilliland,  Jr.,  in  1804.  On  the 
1 2th  of  Septembe'r,  1803.  a cill  was  presented  from  this 
church  ’ or  one-half  the  ministerial  services  of  the  Rev.  James 
McElhenny,  and  from  the  same  for  one-fourth  the  ministerial 
services  of  Rev.  James  Gilliland.  Sr.  ; also  a call  from  Car- 
mel, heretofore  associated  with  Hopewell  (Iveowee),  in  the 
same  pastoral  charge.  Mr.  Gilliland  accepts  the  call  so  far 
as  it  respects  himself;  Mr.  McElhenny  t d<es  it  into  consid- 
eration. A year  passed,  and  Mr.  McElhennv  had  not  signi- 
fied his  acceptance  of  these  calls,  but  Hopewell  again  presents 
a call  for  half,  and  Carmel  for  half  of  the  ministerial  labors  of 
l^enjamin  R.  Adontgomery.  Presbytery  is  embarrassed,  but 
places  the  calls  in  Air.  Montgomery’s  hands,  “ not  knowing 
but  it  ma)'  be  the  design  of  the  people  to  obtain  the  services 
of  them  both.”  The  result  was  that  Mr.  Montgomerv  be- 
came  their  ordained  [)astor  April  4th,  1805,  Presbytery  hold- 
ing its  spring  sessions  at  that  Church.  The  ordination  sermon 
was  preached  by  Dr.  Waddell,  and  tiie  charge  was  delivered 
by  Rev.  John  Simp-.;on,  the  Moderator  of  Presbytery.  Mr. 
Montgomery  remained  in  this  pastoral  charge  for  two  years, 
and  was  dismissed  from  it  in  September,  1807.  The  Rev. 
James  McElhenn\-,  who  was  now  residing  among  them,  and 
I preached  to  them  half  his  time,  was  their  pastor  through  the 
I remainder  of  this  decade.  The  church  was  often  known  in 
popular  language  as  “The  Stone  Church,”  the  house  of 
worship  being  built  of  that  material  in  the  year  1802.  The 
great  revival  of  1802  was  felt  here,  and  some  persons  now 
living  recollect  the  camo  fires  around  the  church,  among  the 
memories  of  their  youth. 

Carmel  Ciiukcm,  wdiich  stands  a few  miles  eastward  of 
Hopewell,  was  formed  in  connection  with  Hopewell,  and  had, 
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in  these  early  times,  a parallel  history.  It  was  supr  -d  in 
like  manner  at  the  beginning  of  the  century,  Messrs.  G iand, 
Sr.,  Dickson,  Cummins,  McElhenny,  Templeton,  Bro'  - and 
Montgomery  being  appointed  to  supply  its  pulpit.  Ti:-  Rev. 
Benjamin  R.  Montgomery  was  pastor  of  this  church  :i  con- 
nection with  Hopewell,  as  Dr.  Reese  had  been  beice,  and 
James  McElhenny  afterward. 

One  of  the  first  elders  of  this  church,  v/ho  has  passti  uvay 
since  the  author  commenced  gathering  his  materials  r this 
history,  was  Thomas  Hamilton.  His  father  inigrateL  from 
Scotland  to  Pennsylvania,  where  they  lived  for  som-:  time, 
at  a place  there  called  Little  York.  It  was  dur;:,-  this 
time  that  Thomas  Hamilton  was  born.  His  fath-r  then 
removed  to  York  District,  South  Carolina.  Thorns  was 
sixteen  years  of  age  when  the  war  with  Great  Britan  com- 
menced, and  at  this  early  age  he  entered  the  service  af  his 
country.  For  seven  years  he  was  more  or  less  activ-y  en- 
gaged in  tlie  struggle  which  tried  men’s  souls.  Findng  his 
own  horse,  he  served  the  greater  part  of  this  perioc  i the 
cavalry,  without  any  compensation,  except  twen'  -eight 
dollars,  which  he  received  while  acting  for  a shor:  me  as 
wagon-master.  It  is  known  that  he  served  under  Icneral 
Sumter  and  Wade  Hampton.  He  was  in  severai  :attles, 
besides  many  skirmishes,  and  often  nairowly  escape:  with 
his  life.  He  has  often  been  heard  to  describe  the  crcum- 
stances  of  the  battle  of  the  Cowpens,  Blackstock,  S;:  Mile 
H ouse  (near  Charleston),  and  the  three  weeks’  siege  a:  Nine- 
ty-Six. He  had  connected  himself  with  the  church  ;i  York  . 
District.  Soon  after  his  settlement  in  this  vicinitw  :e  was 
elected  an  elder  of  Carmel  Church,  in  which  capL-.  ry  he 
served  the  cause  of  his  Master  more  than  fifty  yea^c-  The 
following  obituary  notice  of  this  worthy  elder  is  from  -.e  pen 
of  his  pastor,  the  Rev.  John  Leland  Kennedy. 

DIED — On  tlie  3d  instant,  at  the  residence  of  his  son.  i.  D.  K. 
Hamilton,  in  Anderson  District,  8.  C.,  IMr.  THOMAS  HA'RLTC)X, 
aged  93  years,  10  months.  To  record  all  that  was  excellent  ::  :he  life 
and  character  of  this  venerable  man — to  portray  that  brig:.'  md  im- 
])ressive  exemplification  of  the  Christian  character  disjdav  ed  ; iring  a 
long  and  useful  life— yet  more  strikingly  during  his  last  yea.’-  oid  in- 
(‘reasingly  so  till  his  expiring  moments,  would  require  ratliet  ' - pages 
of  a volume  than  such  spacf  as  may  be  claimed  in  tbe  ]>ul.>b  ■)Ui'na'. 

He  was  one  among  the  remnant  of  noble  spirits  that  j)criled  . - in  the 
cause  of  freedom.  So  soon  as  that  priceless  boon  was  .sr  .:.;'iid,  he 


i 

I 


IKOO-ISIO.J  HF/niLEl[i:M,  CANE  CflEEIC  AND  METIIEE. 


151 


entered  the  service  of  the  King  of  Saints— the  only  acknowledged 
sovei'eignty  ofsiu-h  spirits. 

Thongli  not  hlessocl  with  any  o]iportimity  of  a lil)eral  education,  his 
mind  was  trained  in  the  si-hool  of  (jlirist;  his  memory  was  stored  with 
a treasure  of  divine  knowledge.  The  [U'inciples  of  truth  had  been  most 
careftdly  implanted  and  nurtured  from  infancy  ; for,  to  all  within  the 
circle  where  he  moved,  it  was  known  that  beloved  and  practiced  truth 
unwaveringly.  This  world’s  wealth  and  honor  was  trash  in  his  estima- 
tion, when  comiiared  with  the  f'hristian’s  portion.  That  his  treasures 
were  laid  up  in  heaven  could  be  doubted  by  none,  for  Ids  heart  and 
conversation  were  there. 

Having  been  blessed  with  a partner  of  kindred  spirit,  he  raised  a 
large  family  in  comfort,  but  not  in  affluence —without  earthly  wealth, 
yet  in  the  lu.Kury  of  content.  His  humble  abode  was  the  delightful 
resort,  the  hospitable  resting-j)lace  for  all  pilgrims.  Nor  were  any,  ricdi 
or  poor,  ever  rei)ulsed.  Destitute  of  splendor  at  home,  and  equally  un- 
ostentatious abroad,  he,  with  his  household,  were  cordially  greeted  and 
welcomed  among  the  wealthy  and  distinguished-  Cheerful  piety 
beamed  from  bis  own  eye,  and  was  infused  into  all  around  ; while 
daily  praise  warbled  from  every  tongue,  as  that  precious  volume  from 
Heaven,  administered  richly  the  food  and  water  of  life,  followed  by 
that  morning  and  evening  incense,  ascending  from  paternal  lips,  which 
was  met  i)y  the(7raciou.s  smile  of  a reconciled  father,  beaming  through  a 
beloved  .Saviour’s  face  upon  the  eye  of  faith,  heaven  directed,  by  the  life- 
giving  Spirit.  J3ut  we  must  limit,  t(j  facts  more  personal.  This  venera- 
ble patriarch  had  been  a rulimj  elder  in  Carmel  Church  more  than  tiftj' 
years;  and  Presbyterial  records,  concurring  with  many  livintr  witnesses 
would  allow  that  he  was  ever  a true  and  faithful  servant  of  the  Church. 

In  proportion  to  means,  with  the  foremost  in  liberality — e.xcelled  by 
none,  in  consistent,  constant  zeal,  he  lived  a burning  and  shining  light 
holding  forth  the  Word  of  Life.  Though  very  intirm  for  years  before 
his  death,  bis  love  for  the  House  of  Clod — his  delight  there  to  be— his 
deep  felt  increasing  interest  in  the  j)rosperity  of  Christ’s  Kingdom  bore 
him  onward  siqierior  to  his  frailty  and  intirmity-  Ever  watchful  for 
the  gof)d  of  the  flock,  especially  the  youth,  his  benevolent  soul  thought 
and  labored  for  all  within  his  reach. 

Bi'.thlehem,  Cane  Creek  and  Bethel  Churches.  The 
Rev.  Andrew  Brown  had  been  settled  over  the  two  first  of 
these  churches  on  tlie  1 8th  of  July,  1799.  They  had  been 
g'athered  by  him  while  a licentiate.  On  the  12th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1803  obt  lined  a dismission  from  his  pastoral  relations 
to  these  cl’.urches,  and  leave  to  travel  beyond  the  bounds  of 
the  Presbytery.  His  absence  could  not  have  long  for  we  find 
him  not  long  after  present  regularly  at  Presbyterial  meetings 
and  he  continued  preaching  to  these  same  churches  as  a stated 
supply.  On  the  2nd  of  April,  1805,  he  reports  Bethel  as  a 
new  church  organized  by  him,  which  sends  up  its  contribu- 
tion for  ecclesiastical  purposes. 

Nazereth  (Beaver  Dam).  On  the  12th  of  Sep^tember, 
1803,  “a  society  in  the  fork  between  Tugalooand  Keowee, 
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known  by  tlie  name  of  Nazaretli  on  the  Beaver  Dam  desires 
to  be  entered  on  our  minutes  and  supplied  with  the  gospel,” 
(Minutes,  p,  62.)  Supplies  are  ordered,  viz, : Messrs.  Siiripson, 
Gilliland,  Jr.,  and  McElhenny,  in  1803  ; Gilliland,  .Sen.,  Brown 
and  Simpson,  in  1804;  Simpson  and  Brown,  in  1805  and 
1 806. 

Rabourn’s  Creek.  On  the  30th  of  September,  1809,  “a 
petitition  was  handed  into  Presbytery  from  a neighborhood 
between  Reedy  River  and  Rabourn’s  Creek  in  Laurens  Dis- 
trict desiring  to  be  known  on  our  Presbvterial  book  bearing  the 
name  of  Rabourn's  Creek  Congregation,  at  the  same  time  re- 
questing supplies”  (p.  139  of  Minutes  of  2d  Pres’y)  Messrs. 
Dickson  and  Montgomery  were  appointed  to  visit  them  with 
the  ministry  6f  the  gospel. 

The  Independent  Church  of  Savannah. — It  seems  that 
the  early  records  of  the  Independent  Church  of  Savannah 
were  destroyed  in  the  fire  of  1796  or  1820,  and  that  the  exact 
year  of  the  organization  of  the  church  is  unknown.  Piobably 
before  1756  at  which  time  a grant  was  obtained  for  a site  on 
which  to  erect  a house  of  worship.  But  previous  to  this,  as 
early  as  P^ebruary,  1743.  the  inhabitants  of  Vernonsburg  and 
the  villages  adjacent  in  the  neighborhood  of  Savannah 
desiring  a minister  of  the  Galvinistic  faith  sought  to  obtain 
through  the  trustees  of  Georgia  the  services  of  Rev.  John 
Joachim  Zubly,  a native  of  St  Gall  in  Switzerland,  of  all  which 
we  have  spoken  in  our  first  volume,  [>p.  266,  267.  After  preach- 
ing in  different  places  he  was  settled  at  the  VVappetaw  Church 
on  Wando  Neck  in  the  neighborhood  of  Charleston.  There 
he  received  a call  fi'orn  the  German  and  English  churches  of 
Savannah  for  his  pastoral  services.  This  call  was  prosecuted 
before  the  church,  and  the  arguments  for  his  removal  pre- 
vailed, And  as  an  evidence  of  the  close  union  between  it  and 
the  Independent  Church  in  Charleston,  known  in  our  day  as 
the  Circular  Church,  his  farewell  sermon  was  preached  in  the 
City  Church  on  the  28th  of  January,  1759,  see  Vol.  I.',  p.  267. 
The  Confession  of  Faith  of  this  Independent  Church  in 
Savannah  was  “ the  doctrine  of  the  Church  of  Scotland 
agreeably  to  the  Westminster  Confession.”  They  were 
incorporated  as  The  Independent  Presbyterian  Church  about 

i;55- 

Mr.  Zubly  went  we  suppose  immediately  from  the  Wappe- 
taw  Church  to  Savannah,  preaching  to  that  congregation  in 
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English,  to  anotlier  in  German,  and  to  another  in  French. 
The  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  was  conferred  on  him  by 
the  College  of  New  Jersey  in  1770.  He  took  an  active  part 
in  the  dispute  between  the  mother  country  and  her  American 
colonies  in  favor  of  the  latter,  and  so  great  was  the  confidence 
of  the  people  of  Georgia  in  his  patriotism  that  he  was  made  a 
member  of  the  Continental  Congress  in  1775-76.  but  he 
opposed  the  actual  separation  from  the  mother  country,  and 
when  the  question  of  actual  independence  was  carried,  he 
quit  his  post  in  Congress,  returned  to  Georgia  and  took  sides 
against  the  colonies,  became  unpopular,  and  ceased,  it  is  sup- 
posed, to  serve  the  Church  in  the  work  of  the  .ministry.  He 
was  a man  of  decided  ability,  and  until  the  change  in  his 
political  course  was  high  in  the  estimation  of  his  people.  He 
left  two  daughters  whose  descendants  are  most  highly 
esteemed  among  the  citizens  of  Georgia.  He  died  in  South 
Carolina  on  the  23d  of  July,  1781.  After  Dr.  Zubly’s  retire- 
ment the  Rev.  Messrs.  Philips  and  Johnson,  sent  by  Lady 
Huntington  to  take  charge  of  the  Orphan  Asylum  served  the 

church. Philips  came  in  1778  and  left  in  1790. 

Johnson  came  in  1790,  1791  and  left  in  1795.  During  his 
time  the  ordinances  were  administered,  but  Philips  probably 
was  only  a licentiate.  The  Rev.  Thomas  H.  McCaule,  the 
former  principal  of  Mt.  Zion  College  in  Winnsboro,  S.  C., 
who  had  opened  a classical  school  in  Savannah,  became  their 
next  supply.  A call  for  his  pastoral  services  was 
presented  to  the  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina,  on  the 
8th  of  April,  1794,  but  not  being  found  in  order  was 
returned  that  it  might  be  presented  in  a more  regular  form 
His  death  is  recorded  on  the  ministers  of  Presbyieiy  in  1796, 
till  wh*ich  time  he  continued  to  preach.  He  was  followed  by 
Rev.  Walter  Monteith  from  1797 — 1799-  The  church  edifice 
was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1796,  when  the  congregation 
worshipped  in  the  Baptist  Church,  which  was  then  without  a 
pastor.  In  1800  the  Rev.  Robert  Smith  took  charge  of  the 
church,  but  he  fell  into  declining  health  and  in  about  two  years 
died.  The  next  pastor  was  the  Rev.  Samuel  Clarkson,  D.  D., 
who  served  them  without  a formal  cab  for  three  years.  He 
was  followed  by  the  Rev.  Henry  Kollock,  D.  D.,  in  the  fall  of 
1806,  who  served  this  people  with  great  acceptance  till  1809, 
when  his  relation  as  pastor  was  dissolved  with  a view  of  his 
removal  elsewhere.  But  this  removal  did  not  take  place.  He 
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remained  with  his  people  greatly  admired  and  beloved  till  his 
death. 

FIRST  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH — AUGUSTA,  GA. 

The  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  City  of  Augusta,  Georgia, 
was  first  organized  by  the  Rev.  Washington  Mclvnight,  in 
A.  D.  1804. 

Messrs.  John  Taylor,  William  Fee  and  George  Watku’ns, 
were  ordained  elders,  and  the  sacraments  were  regularly 
administered  from  that  time. 

In  the  course  of  Providence,  Mr.  McKnight  was  removed 
by  death  in  September,  1805  ; after  having  been  the  honored 
instrument  of  planting  this  church,  and  after  having  set  before 
his  little  flock  an  example  of  humble  and  uniform  piet}',  which 
caused  his  memory  to  remain  long  after  his  departure  to  his 
rest,  precious  in  the  hearts  of  a surviving  people. 

After  Its  decease,  the  church  remained  destitute  of  a pastor 
until  July  3d,  i8o5,  when  a call  was  presented  to  Mr.  John  R. 
Thompson,  a licentiate  from  New  York,  and  then  rector  of 
Richmond  Academy,  inviting  him  to  the  pastoral  charge  of 
the  congregation.  This  invitation  was  accepted  by  Mr. 
Thompson,  and  he  was  ordained  to  the  work  of  the  gospel 
ministry  by  the  Presbytery  of  Hopewell.  May  9th,  1807,  and 
immediately  entered  upon  his  pastoral  labors  in  the  congrega- 
tion. 

At  the  same  time  the  following  persons  were  elected  elders, 
and  set  apart  by  the  pastor  to  that  office : — Oswell  Eve, 
Thomas  Gumming  and  Augustus  Moore. 

At  the  decease  of  Mr.  McKnight  the  church  consisted  of 
thirteen  members  in  full  communion.  Between  this  and  the 
ordiriHtion  of  Mr.  Tliompson,  fourteen  additional  menibers 
had  been  received  into  full  communion,  making  i:i  all  twen- 
ty seven  members  at  the  commencement  of  Rev.  Mr.  Thomp- 
son’s ministry. 

The  congregation  at  this  time  worshipped  in  the  building 
belonging  to  the  corporation  of  the  Richmond  Academy,  and 
known  as  “St.  Paul’s  Church,”  which  stood  upon  the  site  now 
occupied  by  the  church  edifice,  owned  by  the  P^piscopal  con- 
gregation in  this  city  ; known  also  by  the  name  of  “St.  Paul’s.” 
From  the  rents  of  pews  in  that  building,  funds  were  raised  for 
the  salary  of  the  minister,  and  the  other  current  expenses  of 
the  church. 
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At  the  expiration  of  the  year  ending  May,  1809,  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  Richmond  Academy  declined  renting  “ St. 
Paul’s  Church  ” to  the  Session  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
for  the  special  use  of  the  congregation,  on  the  plea  that  it 
ought  not  to  be  given  up  to  the  control  of  any  one  particular 
denomination,  but  should  be  free  to  all.  By  this  act,  the 
congregation  which  had  for  a longtime  worshipped  God,  and 
maintained  the  ordinances  of  religion  in  this  building  with 
regularity  and  profit,  were  viitually  excluded  from  their  cus- 
tomary place  of  worship,  and  scattered  abroad.  Measures 
were  immediately  taken  for  the  erection  of  a Presbyterian 
Church,  and  the  following  extract  from  the  records  of  the 
session  for  that  year  (1809),  shows  the  spirit  and  zeal  which 
dictated  the  enterprise.  “ Under  this  .privation,”  referring  to 
the  refusal  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  above  referred  to,  “ the 
session  feel  animated,  in  common  with  the  members  of  the 
congregation,  in  witnessing  the  active  zeal  which  pervaded 
the  community,  and  the  friends  of  religion  in  particul.ir,  in 
the  laudable  work  of  preparing  a new  Presbyterian  Church 
within  which  we  anticipate  with  pleasure,  in  reliance  upon 
the  Providence  of  God,  to  see  a reunion  of  the  scattered  flock, 
offering  up  iheir  pra}'ers  and  praises  where  there  will  be 
‘ none  to  make  afraid.’  ” 

Measures  had  been  taken  tw'o  years  previous  to  this,  for 
obtaining  subscribers  to  a new  Presbyterian  Church,  and  ap- 
plication had  been  made  to  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  for  an 
act  of  incorporation  for  seven  individuals  therein  named,  to 
constitute,  with  their  successors,  the  “ Trustees  of  Christ 
Church  in  the  City  of  Augusta.”*  This  application  was 
granted,  and  in  December,  1808,  the  Legislature  passed  “an 
act  authorizing  and  requiring  the  conveyance  of  a lot  on  the 
common  of  Augusta,  to  certain  trustees  and  their  successors, 
for  the  purpose  of  building  a new  church,  and  to  incorporate 
the  trustees  of  said  church.  This  act  is  signed  by  Benjamin 
Whitaker,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
Henry  Mitchell,  President  of  the  Senate,  and  approved  i6th 
December,  1808,  by  Jared  Irwin,  Governor.  The  following 
are  the  persons  named  as  trustees,  and  who  constituted  the 
first  Board  of  Trustees  of  this  church  : — John  Taylor,  James 


* The  name  of  the  church  was  chanized  by  act  of  the  Legislature,  in 
183G,  to  “Tlie  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  Augusta.” 
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Pearre,  John  Wilson  (the  elder),  Thomas  Gumming,  John 
Campbeil,  John  B.  IPirnes  and  VVilliam  White. 

After  the  act  of  incorooration  was  obtained,  a meetini^  of 
the  subscribers  to  the  new  churcli  was  lield  in  Augusta,  on 
Tuesday,  May  29th,  1809,  at  whicli  the  trustees  reported  the 
proceedings  of  the  Legislature  in  the  act  of  1 ncorporation,  and 
that  they  had  obtained  the  title  deeds  of  the  lot  selected  as 
the  site  of  the  intended  edifice.  Whereupon  resolutions  were 
passed,  declaring  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  meeting,  prepara- 
tions for  building  the  church  ought  to  be  commenced  without 
delay;  and  makdng  provision  for  the  issuing  of  stock  to  a 
sufficient  amount  to  defray  the  expense  of  its  erection.  One 
of  the  rescdutions  adopted  at  this  meeting,  with  its  preamble, 
is  as  follows  : — 

“ And  whereas,  it  is  truly  desirable,  and,  indeed,  essential 
to  the  prosperity  and  well-being  of  every  congregation  of 
worshippers,  that  the  public  services  and  ordinances  of  reli- 
gion should  be  performed  ‘ decently  and  in  order,’  and  thus 
be  exempted  from  those  contentions  and  changes  attending 
places  of  worshif),  which,  under  the  nominal  plan  of  being  free 
and  open  to  all,  are,  by  e.xperience,  tound  to  be  really  useful 
to  none  ; therefore, 

“ Resoku'd,  That  to  avoid  all  causes  of  discord  or  dou’at  on 
this  point,  so  important  to  good  order  and  harmony  among 
the  members  of  every  congregation  : We  do  hereby  agree, 

make  known,  and  proclaim,  that  the  subscribers  hereto  do 
consider  themselves  as  associated  in  a congregation  of  The 
Presbyteri.-xn  Church.” 

At  this  meeting  the  following  persons  were  elected  a 
Budding  Committee,  and  the  plan,  size,  and  materials  ot  the 
intended  church  were  submitted  to  them  in  connection  with 
the  Board  of  Trustees:  John  Murniy,  David  Reid,  Robert 

Cresswell,  Oswell  Eve,  and  P'erdinand  Phinizy. 

The  work  of  obtaining  subscriptions  to  the  church  stock 
was  prosecuted  with  great  energy,  and  in  a very  short  time  a 
sufficient  amount  was  obtained  to  warrant  the  commencement 
of  its  erection.  The  plan  of  the  building  was  furnished  by 
Mr.  Robert  Mills,  of  Philadelphia,  and,  with  a few  slight 
modifications,  was  adopted  by  the  Building  Committee  and 
l^oard  of  Trustees.  The  edifice  as  erected  is  about  one  hun- 
dred by  seventy  feet  in  size,  and  will  seat  a congregation  of 
eleven  hundred  persons. 
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The  corner  stone  was  laid  July  4th,  1809,  by  John  Murray, 
M.  D.,  Chairman  of  the  Building'  Crunmittee.  in  the  presence 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  subscribers,  the  Intendant  and 
members  of  the  City  Council,  trustees  of  Richmond  Academy, 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  county  militia,  and  a large  assem- 
bly of  the  citizens  generally.  (Brief  hist,  of  the  Pres.  Ch.  in 
Augusta,  Ga.,  by  Rev.  E.  P.  Rogers.  Charleston.  S.  C.,  1851.) 

As  early  however  as  1773  applications  for  supplies  were 
sent  up  from  St.  Paul’s  parish  In  Georgia,  to  the  Synod  of 
New  York  and  Philadelphia,  and  Mr.  Caleb  Wallace,  a candi- 
date, was  directed  to  ‘‘preach  there  some  time.”  (Minutes  p. 
448.)  So  that  although  St.  Paul’s  was  received  under  the 
care  of  Hopewell  in  1806,  there  was  a St.  Paul's  petitioning 
for  supplies  23  j'ears  before  the  Presbytery  of  Hopewell  ex- 
isted, (Minutes  of  Synod  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  p. 
448.) 

A name  long  remembered  in  Georgia  was  that  of  John 
Springer,  He  and  J.  W.  Stephenson  (afterwards  D.  Y).],  par 
iiobile  fratnim,  were  licensed  by  the  Presb)4ery  of  South 
Carolina  on  the  i8th  of  October,  1788,  and  John  S[)iinger 
was  ordained  at  an  intermediate  session  of  that  Presbytery 
held  at  Washington,  Ga.,  on  the  2 1st  of  July,  1790. 

Rev.  John  Springer  was  the  first  Piesbvterian  minister, 
says  the  Rev.  John  S.  Wilson,  D.  D.,  that  was  ordained  S'')uth 
of  the  Savannah  River.  He  was  ordained  by  the  Presb\  tery 
of  South  Carolina,  in  the  town  of  Washington.  No  house  of 
worship  existed  in  the  place  at  that  time,  and  consequently  the 
ordination  service  was  performed  under  the  shade  of  a large 
tulip  or  poplar  tree,  standing  on  the  grounds  belonging  to 
A.  L.  Alexander,  PAq.  He  was  installed  Pastor  of  Smyrna 
congregation,  whose  house  of  wor-hip  stoc'»d  some  three- miles 
southeast  of  Washington,  on  the  Augusta  road.  Mr.  S[)ringei' 
died  in  1798.  Some  of  his  descendants  still  reside  in  tin's 
State. 

Tlie  cluiirlies  northeast  of  the  watei' of  fji-oad  Uiver  in  their  eourse  to 
the  ocean  continued  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  First  Pi-esbytery  of 
South  Carolina  until  the  year  1810.  In  the  year  |>recediny  a new 
Presbytery  Ijy  the  name  of  Harmony  was  erected  by  the  Synod  of  the 
Carolinas,  embi'acing  tlie  low  country  in  South  Carolina  and  (b'oryia. 
This  arrangement  conUned  the  Teri'itoi'y  of  the  First  Presbytei'y  of 
South  Carolina  to  the  Districts  of  Lancaster,  YorL, Chester,  I'airlichd  and 
part  of  Kei’shaw.  But  in  the  year  1 SlU  the  Presbytei-y  was  dissolved 
and  its  members  and  churches,  excc])t  those  located  in  Fairhcdd  and 
Kei’shaw  Districts,  wci'e  added  to  the  Preshytery  of  Concorth  This  is 
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rehitinsi  in  this  decude  what  occun-cd  in  tlu^  beji,innin;f  of  the  next. 
But  that  which  led  to  tlie  dissolution  of  this  Preshytcuw  was  the  contro- 
versy and  x'exations  proceed inccs  which  were  produced  in  dealin<r  with 
the  Rev.  William  C.  I >a  vis,  on  account  of  the  peculiarit  ies  deemed  hereti- 
cal, introduct'd  and  advocated  hy  him.  This  was  a season  of  sore  alllic- 
tion  to  the  Church,  and  wounds  wei'C  indicted  on  this  part  of  our  Zion 
which  remained  to  (piitc  a late  period  unhealed.  A schism  was  produced 
and  a consideraBle  numher  of  some  of  our  churches  were  withdrawn 
from  our  commnnion.  i\Ir.  Davis  had  been  I'eceived  as  a mend)er  in 
18Ud.  Pi'iortohis  reception  he  had  commenccal  the  pro]>agation  of  his 
peculiarities;  and  (.i]i  his  admission  he  was  located  at  JUillock’s  Creek 
ami  Salem,  lately  sepai'a  ed  fnun  Jhdlock’s  Creek  By  this  location  it 
became  convenient  lor  him  to  associate  with  the  brethren  of  the  Second 
Presbytery  of  South  Carolina.  V'ith  them  he  fre(]uently  interchan<;ed 
ministerial  labors.  Mis  de[)arture  from  some  of  our  Confessions  of 
Faith  was  i>erceived,  and  animadverted  on  in  their  social  interviews. 
]Mr.  Davis  was  extremely  tenacious  of  what  he  seemed  to  regard  as  new 
discoveries,  though  most,  if  not  all  of  them,  had,  in  the  jirogress  of  the 
Church,  been  broached,  advocated,  ex|)loded,  died  away,  and  lunl  been 
forgotten.  And  when  he  was  op|)Osed  in  argument,  he,  possess  ng  no 
inconsiderable  ingenuity  and  shrewdness,  warded  olf  the  force  of  their 
reasonings,  and  was  c'arried  step  by  step  until  his  departure  from  the 
received  doctrines  of  the  Confession  of  faith  waa  regarded  so  (objection- 
able as  to  call  for  the  action  of  the  judicatories  of  the  church.  P)Ut  as 
Air.  Davis  had  ])ro]oagated  his  views  mostly  without  the  territorial 
limits  of  the  First  Presbytei\v  of  South  Carolina,  of  which  he  was  a mem- 
ber, ami  to  which  he  was  amenable,  its  members  lor  the  most  ])art, 
were  not  so  fully  aioprized  nf  the  '-haracter  of  the  peculiarities  he  advo- 
cated, and  the  Presloyrery  felt  somewhat  at  a loss  what  attention  should 
be  paid  to  them.  However,  a memorial  uniler  date  of  Sei)t.  1st,  1807, 
was  j>repared  and  sent  u})  to  the  Synod  of  the  Carolinas  by  the  Second 
Presbytery  nf  South  Carolina,  complaining  of  what  they  deemed  inat- 
tention in  his  Presbytery  to  the  erroneous  doctrines  which  Mr.  Davis 
inculcated  in  his  public  discourses.  In  conseipience  of  this  memorial 
the  Svnod  judged  it  to  be  their  duty  to  give  special  direction  t<)  the 
First  Presbytery  of  South  C’arolina  to  take  the  case  of  IMr  Davis  under 
consideration,  and  to  j)roceed  in  it  as  duty  and  the  discipline  of  the 
Church  demanded.  At  their  sessions  in  March,  1808,  the  First  Presby- 
teiw  of  South  Carolina  ])assed  an  order  requii'ing  Mix  Davis,  not  tlien 
[(resent,  to  ap]>ear  at  their  next  session,  that  a conference  might  be 
held  with  him  in  relation  to  the  doctrines  contained  in  the  memorial 
sent  up  to  the  Synrid.and  forwai'deii  t > the  Pi'esbytery.  Accoi'dingly  he 
a[)|)eared  at  the  meeting  of  Pi'esbytery  in  October  IS, IS  .At  this  meet- 
ing he  made  such  exp'anations  in  I'egard  to  the  doctrines  charged 
avainst  him,  in  the  aforesaid  meimarial,  that  the  opini(.)n  [U'cvailed  that 
it  was  not  expedient,  at  that  time,  to  table  a chai'ge  against  Mr.  Davis 
on  a icount  of  those  d (ctrine.-;.  It  was,  however,  jir  )p  >sed  and  agreed 
to  to  send  up  to  Synnl  the  following  ([  lestiou:  “Adiether  the  holding 
any.  and  what  doctrines,  apparently  re;)ugnant  to  the  letter  of  the  con- 
fession, will  justify  a Presbytery  in  calling  a member  to  [lublic  trial  ?” 
In  giving  the  subject  Ibis  direction  tluu'e  was  far  from  being  that  har- 
mony of  opinion  desirable  in  Ecclesiastical  proceedings.  This  r((sulted 
in  some  measure  from  the  symiiathy  that  was  fe  t by  some  of  the  mem- 
bers for  the  man.  if  not  for  tlie  0])inions  he  advocated.  This  state  of 
feeling  was  manifested  by  a few  of  the  members  of  the  Presbytery 
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(lurin'^-  tlie  wliolc  course  of  the  conti-over.sy,  which  created  no  incon- 
siderahle  decree  of  eni))ari'assineiit  faith  to  the  Presbytery,  and  to  the 
Synod  to  which  it  was  cai'i'ied  iip.  Wlien  tlie  aliove  query  was  laid  he- 
fore  the  Synod,  it  tiiiied  as  well  it  ndu'ht,  to  give  satisfaction  lJ|ion 
which  the  Synod  passed  an  order  reiinii’ing  the  First  and  Second  Pres- 
bytei’ies  of  South  Carolina  to.  meet  lorthwith  the  Sec*ond  to  prejiare 
and  tafile  charges  against  Mr.  Davis;  and  the  First  Presbytery  tn  receive 
and  ado|it  measui-es  to  dis|iose  of  the  case  as  reipiired  by  the  discipline 
oftheC’hurch  Agreeably  to  the  direction  given  liy  Synod  the  two 
Presbyteries  convened.  C barges  were  drawn  uji  and  tabled  before  the 
First  Presbytery,  in  behalf  of  the  Second  Presbytery,  embracing  the 
following  items,  viz.  ; that  IMr.  Davis  teaehes. 

1.  That  what  has  been  termed  the  passive  obedience  of  Christ,  is  all 
that  the  law  of  (fod  can  or  does  reipdre  in  order  to  the  justification  of 
the  believer:  and  that  his  active  ohediem'e  is  in^t  imputed. 

2.  That  saving  faith  precedes  regenei'ation,  and  has  nothing  holy  in 
its  nature,  as  tf>  its  first  act 

3.  That  the  Divine  being  is  bound  fiy  his  own  law,  or  in  other  words 
by  the  moral  law. 

4.  That  Adam  was  never  liound  to  keep  the  moral  law,  as  the  federal 
head,  or  represeii'ative  of  his  posterity;  or  in  other  w »rds,  that  the 
moral  law  made  no  part  of  the  condition  of  the  Covenant  of  works. 

These  and  a few  other  points  Mr.  Davis  industriously  taught  wherever 
he  was  called  to  preach  the  Cfosjiel,  both  amongst  the  people  of  his 
charge,  and  in  neighboring  congregations.  The  Pdrst  Presfiytery  of 
South  Carolina  held  a meeting,  by  order  of  Synod,  at  Bullock’s  Creek 
Church,  which  was  a part  of  his  ]>astoral  charge,  in  the  November  fol- 
lowing At  this  meeting  iMr.  Davis  ap[ieared  ; and  when  his  case  was 
under  consideration,  and  the  Presbytery  were  about  to  proceed  agree- 
ably to  the  instructions  of  the  Synod,  it  was  found  mi  inquiry  that  there 
was  no  member  of  the  Second  Presbytery  [iresent,  authorizeil  to  act  as 
jirosecutor  in  the  case,  Mr.  Davis  discovered  that  the  record  of  the 
Synod  in  the  case  was  not  present,  and  in  opposition  to  the  communi- 
cation made  by  a member  as  to  the  nature  of  the  record,  he  gave  a con- 
tradictory .statement  of  its  purport,  and  refused  to  answer  to  the  charges 
exhibited  against  him  by  the  Second  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina,  in 
conforndty  with  the  instructions  of  the  Synod  in  the  case  In  conse- 
quence of  tliis  state  nf  things,  the  Presbytery  ^vas  reiluced  to  the  dilem- 
ma, either  to  adjoimi  to  anotlier -time,  or  to  take  up  and  act  nii  the  case 
in  somewhat  of  a different  form.  This  course  lieing  fixed  mi,  with  the 
consent  of  the  accust'il.  tiie  Presfiytery  proceedeil  immediately  to  hear 
and  consider  the  case.  iMr.  l>avis  ailmitted  the  relevancy  of  the  charges 
tabled  against  him,  with  certain' modilii'ations  and  explanatimis.  His 
ex]ilanations,  as  extracted  at  the  time  of  trial  from  his  written  defense, 
are  as  follows,  viz  : 

In  regard  to  the  first  item,  he  explained  by  stating,  “ By  the  active 
obedience  of  Christ;  I mean  his  jieriect  obedience  to  the  jirecepts  of  the 
moral  law,  exclusive  of  tlie  sufl'ei  ings  wldch  he  endured  in  (.beyingthe 
penalty  of  the  law,  by  way  of  atonement,  which  last  I mean  by  his  nas- 
sive  (ibedience  Therefore,  although  I believe  and  maintain  that  the 
active  obedience  of  Chidst  is  absolutely  necc'ssary  to  the  sal \ atimi  of  a 
sinner,  not  only  as  an  example,  but  also  to  render  the  atonement  \alid 
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and  a('C'C]»tabIe  in  the  sitrlit  of  God,  ■\vitliont  which  it  wonld  not  l)e  im- 
puted, nor  efficacious  if  it  could;  yet  this  active  f)l)edience  is  not  imputed 
to  the  heliever  for  justification  ; hut  tlie  jjassive  ohedience  only  ” 

In  re.'jrard  to  the  i^d  item  lie  explained  “ Altlioiie:li  I aflirin  the  neces- 
sity of  regeneration  as  a very  iirincipal  part  of  our  salvation,  and 
altiioujzh  I arcue  not  as  to  time  excepting  a mere  mathematical  differ- 
ence hetwixt  the  cause  and  effect,  and  altliough  I acknowledge  that  the 
exercise  of  the  faith  of  a heliever,  after  he  is  united  to  Christ,  is  subse- 
quent to  regeneration,  and  conseipiently  may  be  holy  ; yet  the  first  act 
of  saving  faith  wliich  unites  to  Christ,  I affirm  to  he  previous  to  regen- 
eration, and  consequently  in  its  nature,  although  it  is  an  act  of  ohedi- 
ence, yet  it  is  not  a holy  conformity,  or  a holy  ohedience  to  the  moral 
law,  and  consequently  cannot  he  a holy  act.” 

In  regard  to  the  Md  item  he  explained,  ‘‘In  speaking  of  the  Divine 
being  we  are  obliged  to  speak  after  the  manner  of  men,  for  want  of 
lamruage  capable  to  reach  the  sublime  state  of  our  Glorious  God.  And 
inasmuch  as  God  himself  uses  such  language  to  re]>resent  himself  to  Ilis 
creatures,  1 hope  no  advantage  will  or  can  he  taken  of  me  when  I use 
the  words  hound,  Ghli(j(ded,  veruRmrij,  Ac.,  in  this  acknowledgment,  and 
defence,  as  I do  not  intend  to  give  tl>e  idea  of  any  inferiority  or  dejien- 
dance  which  would  he  in  any  degree  dei’<>gatory  to  the  infinite  perfec- 
tion of  the  Deity  Therefore  I observe  that  themm-al  law,  in  its  radical 
[irinciples,  is  the  only  standard  of  moral  perfection  and  glory,  and  is 
consequently  the  rule  of  moral  action  for  all  intelligent  heinvs  ; and  it 
is  imjiossible  for  any  rational  being  to  j^ossess  moral  excellence  or  glory 
hut  in  conformity  to  this  law.  I don’t  mean  the  ten  commandments  (ir 
any  class  of  precepts  founded  on  the  moral  law,  so  modified  as  to  suit 
the  peiadiar  circumstances  of  any  particular  class  of  beings;  l)ut  the 
radical  princi]jles  of  justice  and  e(iuity  which  is  the  foundation  of  all 
moral  laws.  In  this  view  of  the  matter,  I atlirm  that  God  is  hound  by 
the  moral  law,  so  that  his  moral  perfeeiion  and  glory  is  in  consequence 
of  perfect  conformity  to  this  law,  as  suited  to  the  state  of  the  Divine 
being,  and  it  would  be  ini])ossihle,  otherwise,  for  God  to  he  morally  ex- 
cellent or  gloiious.” 

In  regal’d  to  the  4th  item  he  exjilained  : “I  acknowledge  that  Adam 
as  well  as  all  intelligent  creatui’es,  was  and  forever  will  lie,  hound  by  the 
mor:d  law,  as  the  only  infallible  rule  of  moral  action  ; and  that  every 
transgression  of  it.  did,  does  and  will  incur  guilt,  but  I deny  that  the 
moral  law  was,  or  could  he  the  condition  of  the  Covenant  of  works, 
which  Adam  had  to  fultil  for  himself  and  for  his  posterity.  Ami 
alt  hough  the  moral  law  had  an  immediate  conseipiential  connection 
with  the  condition  of  the  Covenant,  either  as  to  the  keeping  or  break- 
ing said  Covenant,  yet  it  is  not  the  guilt  of  tran.sgressinu’  the  law  that  is 
imputed  to  .Vdam’s  postei’ity,  hut  only  the  guilt  of  eating  the  forbidden 
fruit.” 

To  these  explanations  IMr.  Davis  added  a protracted  defence.  Not- 
withstanding this  the  breshytery  entei’ed  u))on  I’ccord  a judgment  con- 
demning Ids  views  as  eri’ors  contrary  to  tlie  Confession  of  Faith  and 
the  word  of  God,  yet  they  J’egardcil  the  errors  as  not  iHung  of  such  a 
nature  as  to  strike  at  the  vitalsof  I'cligion, and  thei-efoi-e  as  not  inferring 
I suspension  or  de]»osition,  as  held  by  Mr  Davis.  Vet  they  were  deci- 

dedly of  Opinion  that  IMr.  Davis  had  acted  with  some  decree  of  impru- 
dence in  espousing  and  ]jro[)agating  these  ojiinions  without  consulting 
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The  resolutions  adopted  by  them  were  as  follows  : 

^'Resolved,  ist.  That  the  Rev.  William  C.  Davis  is  guilty  of 
propagating  the  doctrines  which  are  specified  in  the  several 
numbers  of  the  charge  e.^hibited  against  him  by  the  Second 
Presbytery  of  South  Carolina,  agreeably  to  his  own  confes- 
sion and  explanation. 

“ 2d.  That  God  alone  is  Lord  of  the  conscience  and  hath 
left  it  free  from  the  doctrines  and  commandments  of  men, 
which  are  in  any  thing  contrary  to  His  word  or  beside  it  in 
matters  of  faith  or  worship,”  therefore  Presbytery  consider 
the  rights  of  private  judgment  in  all  matters  that  respect  reli- 
gion as  universal  and  inalienable. 

That  truth  is  essentially  necessary  in  order  to 
goodness,  and  the  great  touchstone  of  truth  is  its  tendency 
to  promote  holiness,  according  to  our  • Saviour’s  rule,  “ by 
their  fruits  shall  ye  know  them,”  and  that  no  opinion  can  be 
either  more  absurd  or  more  pernicious  than  that  which 
brings  truth  and  falsehood  upon  a level,  and  represents  it  as 
of  no  consequence  what  a man’s  opinions  are.  On  the  con- 
trary, Presbytery  are  persuaded  that  there  is  an  inseparable 
connection  between  faith  and  practice,  truth  and  duty  ; other- 
wise it  would  be  of  no  consequence  either  to  discover  truth  or 
to  embrace  it. 

” Rh.  That  while  under  the  conviction  of  the  above  prin- 
ciple they  think  it  necessary  to  make  effectual  provision  that 
all  who  are  teachers  in  the  Church  be  sound  in  the  faith  ; they 
also  believe  that  there  are  truths  and  forms  with  respect  to 
which  men  of  good  characters  and  principles  may  and  do 
differ.  And  in  all  these  they  think  it  the  duty  both  of  private 
Christians  and  societies  to  exereise  mutual  forbearance  towards 
each  other. 

” y//A  That  under  the  conviction  of  these  truths  and 
agreeably  to  the  constitution  of  the  Church,  Presbytery  feel 
themselves  at  liberty  to  e.xercise  the  dictates  of  their  own  con- 
sciences in  passing  decisions  respecting  the  opinions  or  senti- 
ments of  any  of  their  brethren,  agreeably  to  the  holy 
scriptures  which  are  the  only  rule  of  faith  and  manners,  and 
that  no  church  judicatory  ought  to  pretend  to  make  laws  to 
nind  the  consciences  in  virtue  of  their  own  authority,  and 
■;hat  all  these  decisions  should  be  founded  on  the  revealed 
will  of  God. 
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That  agreeably  to  the  constitution  of  this  churcli, 
though  heresy  and  solicism  may  be  of  such  a nature  as  to 
infer  deposition,  yet  errors  are  to  be  carefully  considered 
whether  they  strike  at  the  vitals  of  religion  or  are  likely  to 
do  much  hurt. 

“ yth.  That  though  the  doctrines  stated  in  the  charge  are, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  Presbytery,  contrary  to  the  word  of 
God  and  the  Confession  of  Faith,  yet  as  the  constitution  of 
this  church  has  declared  that  there  are  errors  of  such  a nature 
as  do  not  strike  at  the  vitals  of  religion,  Presbytery  do  humbly 
conceive  that  said  doctrines  are  of  this  nature,  and  therefore 
do  not  infer  suspension  or  deposition  as  they  are  held  by  Mr, 
Davis,  yet  Presbytery  are  decidedly  of  opinion  that  Mr. 
Davis  has  acted  with  some  degree  of  imprudence  in  espous- 
ing and  propogating  those  opinions  without  consulting  his 
brethren  and  the  higher  judicatories  of  the  church,  as  the 
preaching  such  doctrines  to  the  vulgar  at  large  has  a tendency 
to  introduce  division  in  the  Church  and  to  excite  a distrust  in 
the  minds  of  Christians  with  respect  to  a stability  in  the  doc- 
trines of  religion.” 

* 

Although  this  judgment  was  recorded,  no  censure  was  indicted,  no 
admonition  was  given  nor  any  restraint  imposed  on  him  as  to  the  pro- 
pagation of  his  doctrine. 

When  the  records  of  the  Presbytery  in  this  case  wei-e  j)resented  to 
Synod  for  review,  a general  dissatisfaction  at  the  ])roceedings  of  the 
Presbytery  prevailed,  as  not  meeting  the  instructions  and  the  expecta- 
tions of  the  Synod.  Upon  which  the  Pi-esbyteiy  was  called  upon  to 
answer  why  they  had  not  conformed  to  the  instructions  given  at  the 
preceeding  se.ssinn,  which  being  complied  with,  the  absence  of  the 
prosecuting  body  in  person  or  by  rejjresentatives,  and  the  discrepance 
of  statement  winch  had  occurred  at  the  November  meeting  was  com- 
municated by  the  Presbytery,  as  the  ground  of  their  procedure  in  this 
case.  AVhereu])on  the  ])rominent  actors  in  this  case  at  tlie  former  meet- 
ing of  the  Symahand  then  ])resent,  gave  a decided  and  une(piivocal  ex- 
jtression  of  their  convitdions  that  the  ground  taken  the  accused  was 
unwarranted  and  without  foundation. 

< 

The  Synod  wa.s  dis.satisfied  with  the  course  pursued.  It 
did  not  in  their  view  conform  with  their  directions  of  the  last 
year,  nor  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  case.  They  resolved  to 
take  the  case  under  consideration  from  the  report  of  their 
Committee  on  Review,  and  were  ]jroceeding  to  an  investiga- 
tion and  trial  when  Mr.  Davis  protested  and  appealed  to  the 
General  Assembly.  To  this  body  the  Synod  themselves 
finally  remitted  the  case  and  sent  up  also  an  overture  respect- 
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ing  the  book  Mr.  Davis  liad  published,  denominated  “ The 
Gospel  Plan,”  in  which  Id's  sentiments  were  expressed  at 
large.  The  further  action  of  the  church  courts  in  this  vexa- 
tious case,  and  the  sequel  of  this  attempted  act  of  discipline 
for  opinions  defamed  heretical  by  the  church,  belong  to  the 
history  of  the  next  decade.  It  should  be  stated,  however, 
that  before  the  Synod  proceeded  to  a trial  of  the  case  they 
ordered  the  First  Presbytery  to  “ withdraw  and  either  issue 
the  case  in  a manner  more  agreeable  to  the  order  of  Svnod  in 
our  last,  or  refer  it  to  this  Synod.”  The  Presbytery  accord- 
ingly met  during  the  sittings  of  Synod,  and  resolved  ” that 
they  cannot  go  into  the  measure  recommended  by  Synod  in 
said  order,  inasmucii  as  it  would  be,  in  their  opinion,  nullify- 
ing their  former  judgment,  which  they  cannot  do  upon  con- 
stitutional grounds.” 

There  were  several  irregularities  in  these  proceedings,  of 
which  Mr.  Davis,  in  his  defence,  subsequently  written,  com- 
plains. And  the  Rev.  J.  R.  Davies  in  his  historical  sketch  of 
those  transactions  from  which  we  have  largely  drawn,  says 
that  for  the  want  of  experience  some  errors  were  fallen  into 
which  proved  highly  embarrassing  and  doubtless  contributed 
to  the  failure  of  the  process  against  Mr.  Davis.’’ 

These  irregularities  however  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
question  whether  the  newly  adopted  opinions  of  Mr.  Davis 
were  consonant  with  the  Confession  of  Faith,  which  at  his 
ordination  he  accepted,  and  contrary  to  which  he  might  not, 
as  a minister  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  teach.  For  this  he 
and  all  other  ministers  of  this  church  had  adopted  as  embra- 
cing the  system  of  doctrines  contained  in  the  Scriptures. 

The  minutes  adopted  by  the  Synod  of  the  Carolinas  was  as 
follows  : 

“ The  Synod  of  the  Carolinas  after  a lengthy  and  serious 
consideration  of  the  relation  in  which  the  Rev.  William  C. 
Davis  and  the  churches  in  our  bounds  at  present  stand,  came 
to  the  following  resolution  : 

” That  the  members  of  this  Synod  are  firmly  attached  to 
the  system  of  doctrine  and  discipline  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  of  the  United  States  of  America;  that  they  highly 
disapprove  of  the  doctrines  complained  of  in  the  charges 
exhibited  against  the  said  Mr.  Davis;  that  a Committee  be 
appointed,  consisting  of  the  Rev.  James  McRee,  Samuel  C. 
Caldwell,  John  Robinson  and  John  M.  Wilson,  to  meet  at 
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Poplar  Tent  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  November  next,  to 
prepare  a pastoral  letter  to  be  addressed  to  our  churches, 
stating  a brief  history  of  the  business,  and  testifying  a decided 
disapprobation  of  the  doctrines  alluded  to  in  the  charges 
exhibited  by  the  Second  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina  against 
the  Rev.  William  C.  Davis,  and  that  this  letter  contains  a 
'Solemn  caution  to  our  churches  against  being  seduced  from 
the  form  of  sound  luords,  which  hath  been  received  and 
adopted  as  the  standard  of  their  faith  and  practice,  next  in 
authority  to  the  love  of  God.’^ 

“ On  request,  the  Synod  of  the  Carolinas  did  at  their  ses- 
sions at  Poplar  Tent,  North  Carolina,  in  October  lOth,  1809, 
constitute  a Presbytery  out  of  the  territory  of  the  First  and 
Second  Presbyteiies  and  the  Presbytery  ot  Hopewell,  to  be 
known  by  the  name  of  Harmony,  whose  boundary  should 
begin  on  the  sea  coast,  following  the  divisional  line  of  North 
and  South  Carolina  till  it  strikes  Lynch’s  Creek,  thence  down 
said  creek  to  Evan’s  Ferry,  thence  to  Camden,  thence  to 
Augusta,  thence  in  a direction  nearly  south  (including  St. 
Mary’s),  and  which  should  consist  of  the  following  ministers, 
viz  : Of  the  First  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina — Rev.  George 
G.  McWhorter.  Andrew  Flinn  and  John  Cousar;  and  of  the 
Presbyter  of  Hopewell,  the  Rev.  John  R.  Thompson  ; that 
they  should  hold  their  first  meeting  in  Charleston  on  the  first 
Wednesday  in  March,  1810,  the  P^ev.  Andrew  Flinn,  or  in 
case  of  his  absence,  the  oldest  minister  present  to  open  the 
meeting  and  preside  until  a Moderator  be  chosen. 

EXHIBIT  OF  THE  TWO  PRESBYTERIES. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  boundaries  of  the  Pres- 
byteries had  been  changed  at  the  close  of  the  preceding 
century.  In  October  31st.  1799.  Presbytery  of  South 
Carolina  then  existing,  petitioned  the  Synod  of  the  Carclinas, 
that,  as  a matter  of  convenience,  it  might  be  divided,  and  the 
Broad  River  as  it  passes  through  the  State  of  South  Carolina 
should  be  the  line  of  division,  that  the  members  on  the  north- 
east side  of  this  line  should  be  constituted  a Presbytery.  The 
First  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina  was  to  meet  at  Bullock’s 
Creek  on  the  first  Friday  of  February,  1800,  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Alexander  to  preside,  or  the  senior  member  in  his  absence. 
This  accordingly  was  done.  The  First  Presb}’tery  of  South 
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Carolina  was  organized  at  Bullock’s  Creek  [cr/ias  Dan)  on  the 
yth  of  February,  1800. 

The  Ministers  and  Churches,  according  to  this  division, 
were  as  follows  : 


Min  isters.  Congregations. 

The  Kev.  Jo.si-:i*ii  AlexxVxdeu. Bullock’s  Dan. 

Boeert  'McCulloch Catholic  and  Purity. 

James  W.  Stephenson Indian  Town  and  Williatnsburg’h. 

John  Brown Waxhaw  and  Unity. 

Kobert  B Walker Bethesda. 

David  E.  Dunlap Columbia. 

Samuel  W.  Yonoue  T.iebanon  and  Mt.  Olivet. 

John  Foster  Salem. 

George  G.  3IcWhorter ...Bethel  and  Beersheba. 

John  B.  Davies Fishing  Creek  and  Richardson.' 


Licentiates. 

IMr.  AVilliam  G.  Rosborough 
John  Co  us  a r 


Candidates. 
Mr.  Thomas  Neely 


V rtcayicies. 

Hopewell,  P.  D , and  Hopewell. 

■ Beaver  Creek,  Hanging  Rock  and 
Miller’s. 

■Shiloh,  Fishdam,  Concord,  Horeb  or 
Crooked  Run,  Ebenezer,  Aiinwell 
on  Cedar  Creek,  Mount  Zion,  and 
Bethany. 


Ideally,  the  Sfxoxd  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina  em- 
braced all  that  portion  of  the  State  which  should  lie  to  the 
southwest  side  of  the  Broad  River  on  its  way  to  the  ocean. 
On  the  sea-coast,  therefore,  its  line  e.xtended  from  the  mouth 
of  the  Santee  to  the  mouth  of  the  Savannah  River.  Beyond 
the  Savannnah  was  the  Presbytery  of  Hopewell.  In  all  the 
low-country,  however,  the  Second  Presbytery  of  South  Caro- 
lina had  no  transactions  with  any  church  except  that  of  John’s 
Island  and  Wadmalaw.  The  ministers  and  churches  were  as 
follows  : 

Ml  a isters  ■ Chit  rch  es. 

John  Simpson Good  Hope  and  Roberts. 

James  Templeton,  S.  S Nazareth. 

Francis  Co.mmins Rocky  River. 

Robert  Wilson Long  Cane. 

William  Williamson Fairforest  and  S.  S.  Grass  Spring. 

J AM  ES  Gillelani) Beadaway . 

John  B.  Kennedy Duncan’s  Creek  and  Little  River. 

Andrew  Brown  Bethlehem  and  Ebenezer,  on  Cane 

Creek. 

Licentiates.  Vacancies. 

Hopev’eH  (Abbeville.) 

James  JLElhenny  Hopewell  (Pendleton.) 

George  Reid  Carmel,  Greenville,  Rocky  Creek. 
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Cavdidutes. 

Hugh  Dickson Beaver  Dam,  Cufley  Town. 

Thomas  Neely Fairview.  Newton,  Lilierty  Siiriii”-, 

Smyrna,  Granby,  Jolin’s  Island 
and  Wadmalaw. 

At  this  first  meeting  at  Fairforest  Church,  February  7th, 
1800,  they  ordained  James  McFlhenny,  Rev.  Andrew  Brown, 
preaching  the  sermon,  and  Rev.  William  Williamson,  deliv- 
ering the  charge.  The  clerk  was  directed  to  write  a letter  to 
the  church  at  John’s  Island  and  Wadmalaw,  giving  them 
official  information  of  the  ordination  and  suggesting  the  ex- 
pediency of  having  him  installed  among  them.  He  remained 
however  in  that  charge,  as  we  have  seen,  but  about  a year. 
James  Gilliland,  Jr.,  also  was  taken  under  the  care  of  Pres- 
bytery as  a candidate  for  the  Gospel  Ministry,  at  the  same 
meeting,  and  Hugh  Dickson  was  licensed  (February  12, 
1806).  At  this  second  session  at  Fairview,  September  23d, 

1800,  Robert  Robbins  was  received  as  a candidate  for  the 
ministry.  At  their  third  session  at  Little  River,  April  9th, 

1801,  Benj.  Montgomery  was  taken  under  the  care  of  Presby- 
tery as  a candidate.  During  their  fifth  session  at  Greenville 
Church,  Jas.  Gilliland,  Jr.,  was  licensed  April  8,  1802,  and  at 
the  same  meeting  Thomas  Williamson,  M.  D.,  was  received 
as  a candidate  for  the  ministry.  During  their  sixth  session 
at  Bradaway,  Daniel  Gray  was  received  as  a candidate  on  the 
l6th  of  September,  1802,  and  Robert  Dobbins  was  licensed 
to  preach.  During  their  seventh  session  at  P'airview,  Benj. 
Montgomery  was  licensed  on  the  8th  of  April,  1803.  During 
their  ninth  sessions  at  Fairview  the  licentiate,  Mr.  Dobbins, 
was  dismissed  April  4.  1804,  to  join  the  Washington  Presby- 
tery of  Kentucky.  At  their  tenth  sessions  at  Fairforest, 
Thomas  Williamson,  M.  D.,  and  Daniel  . Gray  were  licensed 
(October  2d,  1804  , to  preach  the  everlasting  gospel  At  the 
same  meeting  John  O’Neal  was  received  under  their  care  as 
a candidate,  but  his  trials  were  never  continued  to  him  here, 
and  he  fell  at  length  under  censure.  Thus  in  the  first  few 
years  of  this  decade  seven  young  men  were  introduced  into 
the  ministry  under  the  supervision  of  this  Presbytery. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

1800—1810. 

Kavincr  now  finished  what  we  have  found  connected  with 
the  history  of  individual  churches  and  congregations,  we 
proceed  to  those  more  general  matters  which  are  equally 
connected  with  the  purposes  before  us.  It  is  not  only  the 
history  of  individual  men  in  which  we  are  interested,  which 
is  more  strictly  confined  to  the  department  of  biography,  nor 
that  of  individual  churches,  but  it  is  the  interaction  of  these 
churches  among  themselves,  of  Presbyteries  upon  Presby- 
teries, and  the  influence  of  the  Synod  and  the  General  Assem- 
bly, which  bind  all  together,  and  fill  up  that  idea  of  Church 
unity  which  pervades  the  scriptures,  and  suggests  to  our 
minds  the  conception,  not  of  a congeries  of  churches,  but  of 
one  Church,  cemented  by  the  bonds  of  mutual  charity,  and 
outwardly  and  visibly  one  (under  Christ  our  Head),  that  we 
have  in  view.  And  whether  it  be  discioline,  whether  it  be 
the  great  interests  of  religious  and  ministerial  education,  or 
the  conduct  of  missions  at  home  and  abroad,  mutual  counsel 
and  combined  efforts,  they  can  best  be  secured  by  that  unity 
of  acti:)n  which  flows  from  the  central  and  controlling  thought 
of  the  unity  of  the  Church. 

There  is  often  a centrifugal  force  in  the  attempted  union  of 
ecclesiastical  bodies,  which  overcomes  the  centripetal  power 
of  Christian  love.  For  some  reason  the  overture  made  by 
the  Old  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina  to  the  Synod  of  New 
York  and  Pliiladelphia,  in  1770,  never  went  into  effect,  al- 
though the  terms  were  fi^ir  and  honorable  on  the  part  of  the 
Assembly.  We  have  briefly  alluded  to  these  matters  in  Vol. 
I,  pp.  673,  675.  But  they  deserve  a further  treatment. 

These  overtures  were  renewed  on  the  part  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Buist  in  behalf  of  the  Presbytery  of  Charleston,  which  had 
been  reorganized  after  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  was 
incorporated  by  the  Legislature  in  1790,  the  only  example  of 
an  incorporated  Presbytery,  at  that  time,  in  our  history.  A 
letter  from  the  Presbytery  of  Charleston  was  received  by  the 
Pdrst  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina,  at  its  first  meeting,  Feb- 
ruarv  7th,  1800,  addressed  to  the  Presbyter}"  of  South  Caro- 
lina, which  had  recently  been  divided.  It  was  signed  by  the 
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Moderator  and  Clerk,  in  behalf  of  the  Presbytery,  and  found 
to  relate  to  matters  which  lie  more  immediately  before  the 
Second  Presbytery,  and  was  therefoie  remitted  to  them,  their 
territorial  limits,  as  ordered  by  the  Synod  of  the  Carolinas, 
including  Charleston  and  its  vicinity.  The  letter  proposed  a 
conference  with  the  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina.  Messrs. 
Brown  & Williamson,  of  the  Second  Piesbytery,  were  ap- 
pointed to  draught  a letter  to  Dr.  Buist  on  the  subject,  which 
was  accordingly  done,  reported  to  Presbytery  on  the  iith  of 
February,  and  ordered  to  be  forwarded  On  the  i6th  of  May, 
1800,  the  matter  was  brought  before  the  Assembly,  sitting  at 
Philadelphia : 

Dr.  Green  laid  before  the  Assembly  a petition  from  a 
body  styling  themselves  ‘The  Presbytery  of  Charleston,  in 
South  Carolina,’  requesting  to  be  received  into  connection 
with  this  body,  accompanied  with  other  papers;  which  being 
read,  on  motion  (Minutes,  p.  188,  Engles’  Ed.,  Philad.), 

“ Resolved,  That  Drs.  Rodgers,  McWhorter  and  Green,  and 
the  Rev.  Messrs.  Cathcart,  Wilson  and  Anderson,  be  a com- 
mittee to  take  the  same  into  consideration,  and  report  to  the 
Assembly  as  soon  as  may  be  convenient. 

“ The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  by  the  General 
Assembly  the  consideration  of  an  application  from  the  Charles- 
ton Presbytery,  in  South  Carolina,  to  be  taken  into  connection 
with  the  Assembly,  made  their  report,  which,  being  corrected, 
was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows,  viz  : 

“After  examining  the  papers  and  propositions  brought  for- 
ward by  the  Charleston  Presbytery,  the  Committee  think  it 
e.xpedient  that  the  General  Assembly  refer  this  business  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Synod  of  the  Carolinas,  with  whom 
this  Presbytery  must  be  connected,  if  they  become  a constitu- 
ent part  of  our  body.  That  the  said  Synod  be  in- 
formed that  the  Presbytery  ought,  in  the  event  of  a connection 
with  us,  to  be  allowed  to  enjoy  and  manage  without  hindrance 
or  control,  all  funds  and  moneys  that  are  now  in  their  posses- 
sion; and  that  the  congregations  under  the  care  of  the  Presby- 
tery be  permitted  freely  to  use  the  system  of  psalmody  which 
they  have  already  adopted.  That,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
Synod  must  be  careful  to  ascertain  that  all  the  ministers  and 
congregations  belonging  to  the  Presbytery  do  fully  adopt,  not 
only  the  doctrine,  but  the  form  of  government  and  discipline 
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of  our  Cluircli.  That  the  Synod  of  tlie  Carolinas,  under  the 
guidance  of  these  general  principles,  should  be  directed,  if 
agreeable  to  them  and  to  the  Presbytery,  to  receive  said  Pres- 
bytery as  a part  of  that  Synod.  But  if  the  Synod  or  the  Pres- 
bytery find  difficulties  in  finally  deciding  on  this  subject,  that 
they  may  refer  such  difficulties,  and  transmit  all  the  informa- 
tion, they  may  collect  relative  to  this  business,  to  the  next 
General  Assembly  ; Ordered,  That  the  Stated  Clerk  furnish 
the  parties  concerned  with  an  attested  copy  of  the  above  min- 
ute."’ (Minutes  of  Assy.  p.  189.) 

These  negotiations  were  resumed  in  1804.  May  23d,  “A 
letter  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Buist  of  the  Presbyteries  of  Charles- 
ton,  presented  by  the  Committee  of  Bills  and  Overtures  . was 
read,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday,  the  21st. 
After  some  consideration  it  was  referred  to  a committee  con- 
sisting of  Dr.  Samuel  Smith  and  Randolph  Clark  of  the  Pres- 
bytery of  New  Brunswick,  and  Rev.  Dr.  Hall  of  the  Presby- 
tery of  Concord,  to  which  was  afterwards  added  the  Rev. 
Robert  Wilson  of  the  Second  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina. 
Their  report  was  presented,  considered  and  adopted  on  the 
23rd  of  May,  and  is  as  follows: 

“A  letter  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Buist  was  presented  to  the  As- 
sembly by  the  Committee  of  Overtures,  and  read,  requesting, 
in  behalf  of  the  Presbytery  of  Charleston,  in  South  Carolina, 
that  they  may  be  received  into  connection  with  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  without  connecting 
themselves  with  the  Synod  of  the  Carolinas. 

Inasmuch  as  this  subject  has  been  regularly  before  the  As- 
sembly in  the  year  1800,  and  certain  resolutions  adopted 
thereon,  which  appear  not  to  have  been  complied  with,  and 
the  application  comes  before  the  Assembly  in  an  informal 
manner. 

Resolved,  That  the  Assembly  cannot  now  act  upon  the 
representation  of  Dr.  Buist,  but 

Resolved,  Further,  that  Dr.  Smith  be  appointed  to  write  to 
Dr.  Buist,  informing  him,  and  through  him,  the  Presbytery  of 
Charleston,  that  this  Assembly  are  by  no  means  indisposed 
to  admit  that  Presbytery  to  a union  with  their  body,  upon  a 
plan  which  may  be  hereafter  agreed  upon,  provided,  that  the 
application  for  that  purpose  come  before  them  in  an  orderly 
manner  from  the  Presbytery  of  Charleston  ; provided,  further. 
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tliat  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  to  the  Assembly  that  tlie  dif- 
ficulties of  their  or  other  circumstances,  render  it  inexpedient 
for  that  Presbytery  to  be  connected  immediately  with  the 
Synod  of  the  Carolinas  ; and  provided  that  they  give  the 
requisite  assurance  to  the  Assembly,  that  the  Presbytery  and 
the  churches  under  their  care  do  fully  adopt  the  standards  of 
doctrine  and  discipline  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
United  States  of  America.  (Minutes,  p.  296.) 

Against  this  action  the  Second  Presbytery  drew  u|d  their 
solemn  remonstrance,  as  follows  ; 

“ A remonstrance  against  the  admission  of  the  Charleston 
Presbytery  into  the  General  Assembly  on  the  terms  proposed 
at  their  last  meeting  was  prepared  by  the  Presbytery,  which 
was  as  follows  : 

“ The  Second  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina,  having  heard 
that  the  General  Assembly  which  met  in  May,  1804,  deter- 
mined to  admit,  on  certain  terms,  the  Presbytery  of  Charles- 
ton (South  Carolina)  into  their  body,  and  that  the  said 
Presbvterv,  within  the  bounds  of  the  Svnod  of  the  Carolinas, 
and  within  the  limits  of  our  Presbytery,  will  not,  when 
received,  be  in  immediate  connection  of  either,  but  with  some 
distant  Synod.  Relying  upon  the  correctness  of  the  infor- 
mation the  Presbytery  have  thought  it  their  duty  to  remon- 
strate against  receiving  the  Presbytery  of  Charleston  in  the 
manner  proposed. 

1.  Because  it  interferes  with  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Synod 
of  the  Carolinas  and  particularly  this  Presbytery,  by  acknowl- 
edging  as  part  of  the  Assembly  a Presbytery  within  our  bounds 
and  not  immediately  connected  with  us. 

2.  Because  the  reason  alleged  against  an  immediate  con- 
nection  with  the  Svnod  of  the  Carolinas,  (viz.,  the  danger  of 
travelling  to  the  back  country  in  the  fall  season)  is  nugatory. 
The  circuit  judges  travel  from  Charleston  to  the  different 
parts  of  the  State  at  the  same  season  of  the  year  in  which  the 
Synod  meets  without  any  injury  to  their  health,  and  but  one 
member  of  the  Charleston  Presbytei  y resides  in  Charle.don, 
and  with  regard  to  the  others  they  are  not  more  remote  than 
some  of  Our  present  members  who  usually  attend  Synod. 

3.  Because  we  believe  that  in  a distant  Synod  certain  reports 
usually  thought  to  be  reproachful  to  the  character  of  a Gospel 
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minister  could  not  be  investigated  with  the  same  conve- 
nience. 

4.  Because  if  in  this  case  foreigners  be  allowed  to  form 
themselves  into  a Presbytery  in  order  to  their  I'eception  by 
the  Assembly,  it  will  be  opening  a door  by  which  all  such 
may  evade  the  salutary  regulations  which  have  been  adopted. 

We  are,  with  esteem,  yours  in  the  Lord.” 

Which  remonstrance  was  ordered  to  be  transcribed  and  for- 
warded by  Mr.  Waddel  to  the  next  General  Assembly.  This 
letter  was  forwarded  to  the  General  Assembly,  which  took  no 
action  in  the  premises  except  to  resolve  ‘‘that  this  letter  be 
kept  on  the  files  of  the  Minutes,”  p.  341. 

The  Synod*of  the  Carolinas  took  action  on  this  subject  at 
their  Sessions  at  Bethesda  Church,  Oct.  3d,  1805.  ‘‘Synod 
being  informed  that  certain  persons  within  their  bounds  had 
petitioned  the  Assembly  to  receive  them  into  connection  by 
the  name  of  the  Presbytery  of  Charleston,  without  being  in  con- 
nection with  the  Synod  of  the  Carolinas,  proceeded  to  draw 
up  a remonstrance  to  the  Assembly  against  their  being  re- 
ceived in  such  circumstances  as  unconstitutional,  and  reflect- 
ing on  the  Synod.” 

The  remonstrance  of  the  Synod  was  communicated  to  the 
General  Assembly  by  letter.  A committee  was  appointed  to 
report  on  the  same,  which  report,  having  been  received  and 
considered,  was  adopted  and  is  as  follows  : 

‘‘Your  committee  find  that  this  letter  contains  a remon- 
strance against  receiving  into  union  with  this  Assembly  a 
body  of  men  styling  themselves  the  Presbytery  of  Charles- 
ton ; that  this  subject  was  regularly  before  the  Assertibly  in 
the  year  1800;  thac  certain  resolutions  affecting  the  case  were 
then  adopted,  to  which  that  body  of  men  have  not  conformed 
on  their  part,  and  that  no  application  has  been  made  by  them 
to  this  Assembly.  Your  committee,  therefore,  submit  the 
following  resolution,  viz.  : 

Resolved,  That  this  subject  be  dismissed.” — Minutes,  p.  363. 

The  subject  came  before  the  Assembly  again  in  1811, — 
Minutes,  pp.  467,  475. 

Another  subject  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Eccle- 
siastical judicatories,  that  of  Eniancipation.  The  following 
overture  had  been  introduced  to  the  Synod  of  the  Carolinas 
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in  1799,  viz.  ; “That  Synod  appoint  a committee  to  correspond 
with  the  highest  judicatories,  conventions,  associations  and 
conferences  of  the  Christian  Church  of  other  denominations 
within  the  bounds  of  Synod,  to  use  their  influence  with  the 
people  under  their  respective  jurisdictions  when  the  subject 
shall  be  sufficiently  matured  in  the  several  churches,  that  pe- 
titions might  be  brought  forward  to  our  several  State  legis- 
latures in  favor  of  emancipation,  in  order  to  have  it  on  the 
footing  which  it  has  obtained  in  some  of  the  Northern  States  ; 
that  is,  that  all  children  of  slaves,  born  after  the  passing  of  such 
an  act  shall  be  free  at  such  an  age,  which,  being  read  and 
considered,  was  agreed  to  — whereupon  the  Rev.  Messrs. 
David  Caldwell,  Francis  Cummins,  James  Hall,  Samuel 
Doake,  Robert  R.  Walker,  Gideon  Blackburn,  and  Moses 
Waddell  were  appointed  a committee  for  the  purpose  of  car- 
rying the  above  overture  into  effect.” 

Mr.  Walker  accordingly  brought  this  matter  before  the 
notice  of  the  First  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina  at  its  first 
meeting  in  February,  i 800,  praying  for  their  advice  and  direc- 
tion. 

Presbytery  then  proceeded  to  take  th^  above  matter  into 
consideration,  and  after  the  most  serious  and  mature  deliber- 
ation on  this  important  subject /Tjre/z/rT,  “that  notwithstanding 
Presbytery  earnestly  pray  for  and  wish  to  see  the  day  when 
the  rod  of  the  tyrant  and  the  oppressor  shall  everywhere  be 
broken,  yet  it  appears  to  us,  that  any  attempt  at  the  present 
to  bring  about  a legislative  reform  in  this  case,  in  this  State, 
would  not  only  be  attended  with  want  of  success,  but  would 
be  attended  with  evil  consequences  to  the  peace  and  happi- 
ness of  our  country,  and  probably  be  very  injurious  to  those 
who  are  in  a state  of  slavery.  And  as  the  overture  of  Synod 
only  recommends  the  exercise  of  prudence  in  the  case,  it  is 
therefore  recommended  to  Mr.  Walker  not  to  proceed  in  this 
business  until  further  advice  be  had  from  the  Synod.  And  it 
is  hereby  re  commended  and  enjoined  on  every  member  of 
this  Presbytery  to  attend  the  next  meeting  of  Synod  to  recon- 
sider this  matter;  and  with  this  further  in  view,  that  if  such 
measures  are  not  adopted  as  may  correspond  with  what  ap- 
pears to  us  to  be  duty,  that  those  who  think  proper  may  en- 
ter their  protest.” 

At  the  next  meeting  of  the  Synod  of  the  Carolinas  held  at 
Sugar  Creek,  Oct.  2,  1800,  the  committee  having  made  no 
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progress,  a new  committee  consisting  of  Rev.  David  Caldwell 
James  Hall  and  James  VV.  Stephenson,  was  appointed  to  re- 
consider this  whole  matter  and  report. 

Their  report  was  as  follows  : “That  though  it  is  onr  ardent 
wish  that  the  object  contemplated  in  the  overture  should  be 
obtained.  Yet,  as  it  appears  to  us  that  matters  are  not  yet 
matured  for  carrying  it  forward,  especially  in  the  Southern 
parts  of  our  States,  your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  tne 
overture  should  be  now  laid  aside,  and  that  it  be  enjoined 
upon  every  member  of  this  Synod  to  use  his  influence  to  carry 
into  effect  the  direction  of  the  Synod  of  New  York  and  Phil- 
adelphia, and  those  additionally  made  by  the  General  Assem- 
blv,  for  the  instruction  of  those  who  are  in  a state  of  slavery 
to  prepare  them  the  better  for  a state  of  freedom  when  such 
an  object  shall  be  contemplated  by  the  legislatures  of  our 
Southern  States. 

The  subject  of  Missions  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Pres- 
byteries and  the  Synod  of  the  Carolinas  during  this  decade. 
There  were  two  classes  of  missionaries  sent  forth  bv  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly — pastors  temporarily  withdrawn  from  their 
charges  and  sent  on  tours  of  from  one  to  six  months,  and 
missionaries  who  were  expected  to  find  a settlement  among 
the  people  to  whom  they  were  sent.  Of  this  last  class  were 
several  of  the  earliest  ministers  in  Carolina.  The  Assembly 
had  remitted  to  the  Synod  of  the  Carolinas  the  matter  of 
sending  missionaries  into  the  destitutions  of  this  portion  of 
the  South,  and  to  the  remote  Southwest.  And  the  minutes 
of  the  Presbyteries  show  that  continual  efforts  were  being 
made  to  raise  funds  from  the  churches,  for  this  object,  by  the 
ministers  and  licentiates  acting  as  collectors.  The  General 
Assembly,  in  i Soo  appointed  the  Rev.  James  Hall,  of  the 
Presbytery  of  Concoi'd,  a missionary  to  the  “ Natchez  ” for 
several  months,  to  commence  about  the  fir.'^t  of  October,  in 
that  year.  The  Synod  of  the  Carolinas,  meeting  at  Sugar 
Creek,  expressed  themselv^es  as  impressed  with  the  im- 
portance of  the  mission,  and  that  Mr.  (afterwards  Dr.)  [flail 
“ ought,  if  possible,  to  have  company,  determined  to  send 
with  him  two  members,  viz'  the  Rev.  Messis.  James  H. 
IDwman  and  William  Montgomery,  who  are  directed  to  spend 
eight  months,  if  convenient,  and  they  find  it  expedient,  in 
that  country  and  places  adjacent — commencing  their  mis- 
sion about  the  15th  instant.  And  for  the  suppoi't  of 
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these  missionaries,  the  Synod  pledges  itself  to  give  them 
thirty-three  and  one-third  dollars  per  month  from  the  time 
they  engage  in  the  work  ; they  rendering  a regular  account 
of  all  moneys  received  by  them  during  their  mission.” 

Arrangements  were  made  for  the  .supply  of  Dr.  Hall’s  and 
Mr.  I^owman's  churches  in  North  Carolina,  and  Mr.  Mont- 
gomery’s, in  Georgia,  by  detailed  appointments  made  by 
Synod  from  the  several  Presbyteries.  The  modern  facilities 
of  travel  were  at  that  time  unknown.  The  only  mode  then 
was  on  horseback.  The  route  was,  first  to  Nash.ville,  Tenn., 
and  thence  to  Natchez,  through  the  nations  of  the  Shawnee, 
Clierokee,  Chickasaw,  and  Choctaw  Indians,  over  the  road 
known  as  the  “ Natchez  Trail  ” — the  road  from  Nashville  to 
Natchez,  and  the  only  road  in  the  country.  It  was  infested 
by  a band  of  robbers  under  the  celebrated  Mason,  the  Robin 
Hood  of  that  day,  whose  marvelous  exploits,  talents  and, 
sometimes,  high-toned  chivalry  are  handed  down  in  the  tra- 
ditions of  the  country.  To  see  a human  body,  covered  with 
blood,  by  the  road  side,  the  pockets  and  saddle-bags  rifled 
gave  no  surprise.  Travelers  set  out  heavily  armed,  and  pre- 
pared to  meet  the  most  desperate  contingencies.  James  Hall 
had  been  a soldier  of  the  Revolution.  When  South  Carolina 
was  overrun  by  the  forces  of  Cornwallis,  he  had  assembled 
his  flock,  and  called  them  to  take  up  arms  in  defense  of  their 
neighbors.  A company  of  cavalry  was  organized,  and  they 
demanded  him  for  their  leader.  To  this  demand  he  yielded 
and  led  them  in  1779  on  an  expedition  into  South  Carolina, 
in  the  double  office  of  Commander  and  Chaplain  When  at 
a subsequent  period  the  American  forces  marched  into  the 
Cherokee  country  in  Georgia,  he  accompanied  tliem  as  Chap- 
lain. He  had  but  one  opportunity  of  preaching  during  tlie 
expedition,  and  his  lips  pronounced  the  first  gospel  sermon 
ever  heard  in  that  Indian  Territory.  In  the  skirmish  at  Cow- 
ansford,  on  the  Catawba,  when  General  Davidson  fell,  he  was 
selected  bv  General  Green  to  succeed  him  as  Britjadier-Gen- 
eral,  and  a commission  was  offered  him,  which  he  declined. 
He  was  now  leader  of  a different,  smaller,  but  nobler  expe- 
dition, under  the  invisible  banner  and  guardianship  of  the 
Prince  of  Peace.  They  were  unarmed  now,  for  the  weaoons 
of  their  warfare  were  not  carnal.  The)'  led  an  extra  horse  as 
a pack-horse,  the  bearer  of  their  provisions  and  camp  fixtures. 
They  swam  or  forded  streams,  and  pitching  their  tent  at  night. 
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tethering  their  horses,  they  cooked  tlreir  evening  meal,  and 
“the  wild  woods  rang  with  their  hymns  of  lofty  cheer.”  Near 
Pontotoc,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  they  called  and  spent 
tlie  night  at  the  mission  station  which  had  been  established 
three  years  before  by  Rev.  Joseph  Butler,*  who  resided  there 
vvith  an  assistant.  Mr.  P7benezer  Rice.  They  had  fallen  in 
with  men  after  leaving  Nashville  who  w'ere  driving  horses 
South  for  families  who  had  gone  down  the  river  in  boats,  who 
were  ill-provided,  expecting  to  buy  from  the  Indians  what 
they  might  need.  But  the  Indians  had  gone  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissip[)i  on  their  fall  hunt,  and  the  missionaries  to  whom  these 
( men  were  both  company  and  protection  furnished  them  until 
their  stock  gave  out,  except  a little  meal,  of  which  they  made 
“ water  gruel  ” and  partook  of  with  thankful  hearts.  . At  one 
time  they  captured  a raccoon,  which  they  roasted  and  ate 
without  salt  or  other  condiments.  Pressing  forward  night 
and  day  as  fast  as  their  horses  could  carry  them,  for  their 
circumstances  were  becoming  desperate,  on  the  morning  of 
December  4th,  1 800,  about  two  o’clock,  they  drew  near  to  a 
dwelling  on  Big  Black  River,  the  first  intimation  of  which 
was  the  crowing  of  a rooster,  which  was  music  to  their  ears. 
They  hastened  to  the  house,  aroused  the  inmates,  pleading 
starvation  as  their  apology.  They  were  kindly  received,  and 
a meal  w as  speedily  prepared  of  corn  bread,  bacon  and  coffee. 
“ A night,’’  said  .Mr.  Montgomery,  forty  years  afterwards, 
“ never  to  be  forgotten  by  any  of  us.” 

At  Big  Black  they  established  a preaching  station, 
another  a few  miles  further  south,  at  Grindstone  Fort, 
another  still  further  south,  on  Clark’s  Creek.  The  first  town 
they  reached  was  “ Gibson’s  Port,”  now  Port  Gibson.  They 
found  Mrs.  Gibson,  the  wife  of  the  original  settler,  dead,  and 
at  the  request  of  Mr.  Gibson,  her  funeral  sermon  was  preached 
by  William  Montgomer)',  the  first  sermon  ever  preached  in 
the  place.  T’^ere  were  none  professing  religion  there  of  any 
church,  but  they  were  treated  with  great  kindness  by  an  in- 
telligent and  hospitable  people.  A few  miles  further  south 
they  found  a few  Presbyterian  Gmilies  an.xious  for  religious 


Josepli  Butler  was  graduated  at  Vale  in  ; was  settled  in 

'Windliain  tVmnty,  \'t..  as  pastor  of  a Conereeatinnal  ('liureli  for  twenty 
years.  In  17H7,  lie  established,  under  the  iNlissionary  Society  ot  Now 
York,  a mission  among  the  Chiekasaws,  near  the  modern  town  of  I’on- 
totoe,  in  Mississijipi. 
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privilei^es,  who  united  and  built  a loghouse  for  worsliif)  ; a 
congregation  WNas  collected,  and  the  name  of  l^ayou  Pierce 
was  given  to  it.  P'urther  south  they  were  attracted  to  a 
small  village,  not  now  existing,  called  Union  Town,  where 
their  road  crossed  Cole’s  Creelc,  by  the  name  of  The  Mont- 
gomeries^ who  lived  there,  and  who  had  migrated  from  Georgia 
to  Kentucky,  and  thence  to  that  locality.  They  were  Pres- 
byterians, and  by  their  aid  they  found  seven  families  of  Con- 
gregationalists  who  had  migrated  to  that  neighborhood  with 
Rev.  Samuel  Swazey  from  New  Jersey,  whose  church  had 
been  broken  up  by  the  S[)anish  authorities  ; the  wife  of  Felix 
Hughes,  an  Irishman,  who  had  been  member  of  a church  in 
North  Carolina  ; John  Bolls,  a native  of  Ireland,  who  had 
been  a ruling  elder  of  PB)pewell  Church,  in  North  Carolina, 
before  the  Revolution,  was  in  the  Convention  which  adopted 
the  Mecklenburg  Declaration,  served  in  the  army  through 
the  war,  and  was  present  in  the  closing  scene  at  Yorktowm. 
Three  years  afterwards,  in  1804,  these  families  were  organ- 
ized into  the  first  Presbyterian  Church  of  the  Southwest,* 
Alexander  Montgomery,  John  Bolls,  Alexander  Callender, 
and  John  Griffen  being  the  elders.  On  land  belonging  to 
Alexander  Callendar  they  built  a log  meeting  house,  which 
was  popularly  called  “ Callender’s  Church.”  The  house  is 
no  more,  but  the  graveyai  d is  sacredl)^  preserved. f The  next 
point  was  Washington,  the  capital  of  the  territory,  in  whose 
vicinity  were  several  Presbyterian  families,  and  where  they 
establish.ed  a preaching  station.  1 he  nexc  point  was  Natchez, 
where  they  found  only  one  Presb}^terian  family,  that  of  John 
Henderson,  a min  identified  w.th  the  subsequent  history  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  in  that  region.  Of  their  reception 
at  Natchez  we  will  soon  speak. 

'Fheir  next  point  was  ” the  Jersey  Settlement,”  southeast 
from  Natchez.  Phe  members  of  the  church  of  Rev.  Samuel 
Swazey, T \\'hich  the  .Spaniards  had  broken  up,  cheerfully  co- 

■•'I'ho  organization  wasotrented  l)v  Itev.  .rose]ih  Bnllen,  who  had  moved 
to  this  vicinitN'  in  jSOo.  I le  remained  its  i>astor  till  18:12.  lie  died  in 
lS2(i 

t It  contains  the  erave.s  of  Kev.  Josei>h  Bnllen,  btrs  Hannah  Bullen, 
the  (’olemans,  (’allenders,  (!nrtis,  Sndtli,  A:c. 

t He  had  emii^rated  from  New  Jersey,  where  he  had  been  a Conere- 
yational  minister  for  thirty  or  forty  years,  with  his  Ijrother  Riehai'd 
and  their  nmiu‘rons  families,  and  others.  These  lie  oiyanized  into  a 
( 'onyreyational  Chnrch  in  aliout  1772.  He  was  the  first  ministei'  (d‘ 
the  e'ospel  in  that  territory  which  then  belonged  to  (ireat  Britain.  In 
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operated  with  them  and  united  with  the  few  Presbyterian 
f.indlies  in  their  vicinity,  and  here  another  preaching  station 
was  established.  Still  further  south  they  established  another 
at  Pinchneyville,  which  at  that  time  was  in  the  Spanish  terri- 
tory. of  which  circumstance  they  were  not  aware. 

Of  the  nine  preaching  stations  they  thus  established,  five 
were  subsequently  organized  into  Presb)’terian  Churches, 
and  were  the  germ  of  the  first  Presbytery  in  the  Southwest, 
which,  in  i8i6,  in  the  next  decade,  extending  from  the  Per- 
dido River  westward  over  what  is  now  the  territory  of  several 
entire  Synods 

The  missionaries  made  their  headquarters  at  Natchez,  and 
supplied  these  nine  stations  in  rotation.  Theye  were  con- 
stantly employed  in  the  work  for  which  they  were  sent. 
When  the  time  for  their  departure  arrived,  the  citizens  of 
Natchez  held  a public  meeting  to  bid  them  farewell.  On  his 
return  to  North  Carolina,  Dr.  James  Hall  published  in  a 
pamphlet  form  “ A Summary  View  of  the  Country,  from  the 
Settlements  on  the  Cumberland  River  to  the  Mississippi 
Territory,”  in  which  he  gave  his  impressions  of  the  peo- 
ple, of  the  manner  in  which  the  missionaries  were  received, 
and  a farewell  address  to  them,  adopted  at  a public  meeting 
of  the  chief  citizens  of  Natchez.  This  portion  we  here  quote 
‘(pp.  84  40)  : 

“ This  is  a circumstance,  perhaps,  peculiar  to  that  country, 
that  the  most  opulent  citizens  are  the  people  of  the  best 
morals,  together  with  the  few  possessors  of  religion  in  the 
lower  class.  This  remark  will  apply'  with  particular  force  to 
the  citizens  of  tilt;  town  of  Natchez.  For  more  than  four 
months  which  I resided  in  the  territory',  a great  part  of  which 
I spent  in  that  town,  with  one  exception,  I never  heard  a 
profane  oath  froni.  or  saw  the  appearance  of  intoxication  on, 
an  inhabitant  of  the  place,  who  was  in  the  habit  of  a gentle- 
man ; but  this  was  far  fi'om  being  the  case  among  the  lower 
class  of  mechanics,  carters,  &c.  My^  colleagues  and  myself 
were  received  with  much  cordiality',  and  treated  by  all  classes 
of  the  citizens  with  the  utmost  friendship  and  attention.  We 


1770  it  was  ti'ansferrcd  to  Spain,  wliich  powei'  e.stahli.slied  in  it  the 
Koinan  Catholie  faith.  ]fev.  Samuel  Swayze  died  in  1784,  and  was 
buried  at  Natchez,  in  the  old  yravevard  wldcli  was  l)elow  Fort  Itosalie. 
It  was  on  a hiyh  hliUf  wliich  has  since  been  washed  awav  bv  the  i\Iis- 
sissippi,  “the  Father  of  Waters.” 
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all  liad  repeated  and  pressing  solicitations  to  return,  in  order  to 
make  a permanent  settlement  among  them  ; and  the  regret 
appeared  to  be  common  bet\\'ecn  them  and  us,  that  our  obli- 
gations to  our  respective  pastoral  charges  prevented  us  from 
giving  that  encouragement  which  to  them,  we  were  well 
assured,  would  have  been  highly  agreeable. 

“ Such,  indeed,  were  my  attachments  to  that  people  on 
account  of  their  peculiar  friendship  to  us,  and  the  influence 
which  our  continuing  among  them  promised,  that,  in  parting 
with  friends,  I never  experienced  more  tender  sensations,  or 
as  they  may  be  called,  wringings  of  heart,  than  I felt  in  part- 
ing both  with  families  and  societies ; especially  as  it  was 
under  this  impression,  ‘ That  they  should  see  my  face  no 
more.’  Let  the  following  address  serve  as  a specimen  of  the 
disposition  of  the  people  toward  us. 

“ It  was  presented  to  us  on  the  day  of  our  departure,  and 
was  signed  by  more  than  thirty  of  the  principal  citizens  of 
the  town  and  vicinity  of  Natchez,  among  whom  were  a con- 
siderable number  of  the  leading  civil  characters  of  the 
territory  ; 

“ Messrs.  Hall.  Bo^vman  and  Montgomery  . 

“ Rev.  Gentlemen  : The  citizens  of  Natchez,  viewing  as 

arrived  the  moment  of  your  departure,  wish  to  discover  a 
part  of  what  they  feel  on  this  affecting  occasion. 

While,  gentlemen,  we  desire  to  return,  through  you,  our 
sincere  thanks  to  the  Presbyterian  General  Assembly  for 
their  great  attention  to  our  dearest  interests,  we  cannot  refrain 
from  expressing  our  cordial  approbation  of  your  conduct 
while  amongst  us. 

Although  we  have  not  all  been  educated  in  the  pale  of  that 
Church  of  which  you  are  ministers,  yet  we  all  feel  interested 
in  the  object  of  your  mission,  and  disposed  to  maintain  the 
doctrines  you  have  delivered.  P'or  we  have  pleasingly  wit- 
nessed that,  so  far  from  portraying  those  shades  of  religious 
opinions  not  praetically  dxsQO-rwdoXo.  you  have  exhibited  to  us 
a moral  picture  to  all  equally  interesting  (and  ought  to  be), 
equally  engaging.  Omitting  points  barely  speculative,  you 
have  insisted  on  points  zv^T/cy?/ and  ^md  evinced  by 

your  deportment  a desire  to  produce  a combination  of  in- 
fluence to  support  our  common  Christain  faith. 

“ Such  dispositions  and  exertions  we  consider  as  proper 
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and  nece.ssary  to  counteract  the  influence  of  infidelity,  which 
had  almost  [>roduced  alarminf^  symptoms  of  moral  and  social 
depravity  ; and  it  is  with  pleasure  we  add  that  since  your 
coming  among  us,  we  have  observed  some  indications  of  a 
beginning  change  in  opinions  and  habits. 

“ It  would,  gentlemen,  be  too  great  a restraint  upon  our 
feelings,  not  to  mention,  also,  the  great  pains  taken  by  one  of 
you  to  instruct  us  in  things  merely  material,*  and  we  trust 
we  were  morally  affected  by  the  explanations  given  to  us  of 
those  sublime  and  beautiful  laws  which  govern  nature,  as 
well  as  religiously  disposed  by  your  unfolding  the  far  more 
interesting  principles  of  grace  in  the  moral  system  of  things 
whose  indistructable  nature  shall  survive  the  general  wreck 
of  our  present  physical  existence. 

“ Influenced  by  considerations  so  affecting  to  our  mental 
feelings,  we  offer  you  our  thanks  for  the  faithful  execution  of 
your  well-timed  mi.ssion  among  us  ; and  our  minds  follow 
you  with  sincere  wishes  for  a safe  return  to  your  respective 
residences. 

“ Receive,  gentlemen,  the  unfeigned  expression  of  our  con- 
current sensations,  and  permit  us  to  add  an  earnest  solicita- 
tion for  your  return  to  our  territory.  Should  this,  however, 
be  impracticable,  you  will  please  to  exercise  your  influence 
in  procuring  and  sending  others,  whose  zeal  and  abilities 
may  operate  to  accomplish  the  incipient  reformation  your 
labors  have  instrumentallv  effected. 

“ VVe  are.  Reverend  Gentlemen,  with  sentiments  of  grateful 
esteem,  your  much  obliged,  most  obedient  servants, 

“JOHN  STEELE,  &c.” 

This  seems  much  in  favor  of  the  propagation  of  the  Gospel 
in  that  country,  that  the  most  oppulent  citizens  and  influen- 
tial characters  appear  to  be  most  forward  for  its  encourage- 
ment. One  of  their  mo->t  wealthy  and  enlightened  citizens 
expressed  himself  to  me  in  these  or  similar  words  : 

“ Besides  promoting  the  gre.it  object  of  religion,  I think 
that  a learned  and  respectable  ministry  would  have  a happy 
influence  to  meliorate  the  state  of  civil  society  among  us  with 
respect  to  morals,  and  would  be  the  best  means  for  the  pro- 
motion of  literature.” 

This  i-efers  to  a cour.se  of  lectures  ou  Natural  ITiilosopliy,  field 
weekly  liy  one  of  u.s,  in  tlie  town  of  Natchez. 
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MISSION  TO  MISSISSIPPI. 


[1800-1810. 


Respecting  the  hulk  of  the  citizens,  it  may  be  affirmed  that, 
for  hospitality  to  strangers,  for  politeness  of  manners,  and 
sumptuous  living  among  the  oppuk  nt,  they  may  vie  with  any 
part  of  tlie  Union. 

They  left  the  territory  in  April,  l8oi,  after  receiving  this 
extraordinary  address,  set  their  faces  toward  the  wilderness, 
and  returned  to  Carolina  over  the  same  long  and  perilous 
route  by  which  they  had  come.  They  found  the  territory  of 
Mississippi  exceedingly  destitute  of  religious  privileges  and 
teachers.  “Only  one  Episcopalian,”  says  Dr.  Hall,  “one 
Methodist  and  two  Baptist  clergymen,  besides  a few  exhorters, 
all  illiterate  except  the  former,  are  in  the  Territory.”  Dr. 
Hall  gives  a conjectural  statement  as  to  the  population  at  that 
time,  but  the  census,  which  was  then  being  taken  exhibits  a 
population  exclusive  of  Indians,  of  8,850  of  whom  3,489  were 
slaves.  The  pamphlet  published  by  Dr.  Hall  is  mostly  occu- 
pied with  a description  of  the  country  as  to  its  history,  settle- 
ment, revolutions,  general  appearance,  soil  and  produce,  cli- 
mate, manners,  character  and  customs  of  the  people,  trade  and 
commerce,  curiosities,  hurricanes,  Indian  tribes,  and  contri- 
buted no  little  to  awaken  a general  interest  in  it  which 
adv’anced  its  settlement.  In  a religious  point  of  view,  hardly 
any  domestic  missionary  efforts  of  the  present  century  have 
been  covered  with  greatei’  success  or  wakened  a deeper  inter- 
est in  this  depai  tment  of  Christian  effort. 

Mr.  (afterwards  Dr.)  Hall  was  at  this  time  pastor  of  Beth- 
any and  Concord  churches  in  the  Presbytery  of  Concord  ; 
James  H.  Bowen,  pastor  of  Eno  and  Little  River  in  the  Pres- 
bytery of  Orange;  William  Montgomery,  pastor  of  Greensboro 
and  Little  Britain  churches  in  Georgia.  He  was  born  in 
Shippensberg,  Pa.,  in  1768.  In  his  early  youth  his  Ether 
migrated  to  North  Carolina.  He  was  a graduate  of  Mount 
Zion  College,  Winnsboro  ; was  ordained  by  the  Presb}'tery  of 
South  Carolina  in  1795;  he  married  the  sister  of  Gen.  Lane, 
who  in  1862  was  a candidate  for  the  Vice  Presidency  of  the 
United  States  on  the  ticket  with  John  C.  Breckenridge  for  the 
President.*  In  1811  he  returned  to  Mississippi  with  his  family 

*He  was  one  of  the  orij.>inal  na  nibcrs  of  liie  rresltylery  <if  IIo]  cAvell  ; 
in  IT'.'T  was  pastor  of  the  ( huis  lies  of  Silcain  and  Little  Lritain,  then  ot 
New  Hope,  from  the  pastorship  of  whii  h he  was  sns]  caided  under  the 
censures  of  Presbytery  in  May,  18(i2,  and  a;jain  restored  at  the  iietitiou 
of  the  Congregation  in  Noveinher  of  the  same  year.  He  was  dismissed 
from  the  Presbytery  of  Hopewe  1,  in  1814 — I8I0. 
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and  there  labored  faithfully  till  his  death  ; was  at  one  time 
President  of  Jefferson  College  at  Washington,  the  capital  of 
the  Territory,  and  after  wards  pastor  of  If benezer  and  Union 
churches  for  thirty-seven  years.  He  was  an  excellent  class- 
ical scholar  and  kept  up  the  study  of  the  Latin  classics  to  the 
end  of  life.  His  favorite  was  Horace,  whom  in  old  age  he 
familiarly  called  “his  friend  Horace,”  many  of  whose  odes  he 
could  repeat  from  memory.  In  his  youth  he  had  great  per- 
sonal endowments,  was  a pattern  of  manly  beauty,  dignified 
in  his  bearing,  yet  candid,  kind  and  frank,  and  singularly  ani- 
mated in  his  delivery.  The  two  churches  which  have  been 
j mentioned  were  not  his  only  charge  but  those  which  he  served 

j during  the  chief  part  of  his  ministry  in  the  West.  They  were 

I in  the  Scotch  colony  in  Jefferson  County,  and  under  his  labors 
grew  to  be  the  most  influential  as  well  as  the  largest  country 
churches  in  the  Synod.  He  was  a profound  Theologian,  a 
thorough  Calvinist  and  a jure  divino  Presbyterian.  His  prompti- 
tude and  punctuality  to  his  engagements  were  perfect  even 
to  a fault,  but  begat  punctuality  on  the  part  of  his  people. 
Only  twice,  at  the  death  of  his  wife  and  at  the  death  of  his 
son,  did  he  fail  to  meet  his  appointments,  and  then  he  sent  a 
ni:;ssenger  to  mike  known  the  cause.  His  salary  was  a small 
one,  amounting  from  his  two  churches  to  some  ^300.  But 
by  the  assistance  of  a friend  he  became  possessed  of  a valua- 
ble piece  of  land.  I’ro  n the  one  negro  servant  he  brought  from 
Georgia  proceeded  a numerous  family  ; he  was  thus  provided 
with  a competence  in  old  age,  and  left  sonnething  to  Ids  heirs. 
He  rode  even  in  his  old  age  through  flood,  storm  and  rain  to 
his  ap nointm -uits.  His  last  hour  at  length  came.  He  rode 
to  church  thirteen  miles  through  the  rain  and  preached  in 
dam)  clathes.  Pneumonia  was  the  result.  L’ke  the  soldier 
on  the  mirch  or  on  the  eve  of  an  engagement  he  braved  the 
element,  true  to  the  banner  of  the  Cross  under  which  he  en- 
listed. He  died  in  iSpS.in  great  peace  and  was  laid  by  the 
side  of  the  wife  who  preceded  him. 

“Tlie  voice  iit  midnight  came, 

He  starte<l  up  liear  ; 

A in  M-tal  arrow  pierce  1 kis  frame. 

He  fell  but  felt  no  fear. 

Tranquil  amid  alarm.s, 

It  found  him  on  the  field, 

A veteran  .slumbering  011  his  arms. 

Beneath  his  red  cross  shield. 
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The  jiains  of  death  are  past; 

J^jiboiir  and  sorrow  cease; 

And  life’s  long  labour  closed  at  last. 

Ilis  soul  is  found  in  i»eace. 

Soldier  of  Christ,  well  done  ; 

Praise  be  thy  new  employ  ; 

And  while  eternal  ages  run, 

Rest  in  thy  Saviour’s  joy.’' 

Venerable  old  man!  A favorite  with  the  young  to  the  end 
of  life  ; held  in  veneration  in  his  own  churches,  by  other  de- 
nominations, and  the  people  at  large  ; a genial  companion, 
an  honest  man,  a true  minister  of  Christ.  His  son  William, 
a candidate  for  the  ministry,  of  great  promise,  died  a member 
of  the  Senior  Class  in  Oakland  College.  Another,  Rev. 
Samuel  Montgomery,  is  pastor  (in  1871)  of  Union  and  Bar- 
salem  Churches.  Mr.  Bowman,  another  of  the  three  Mission- 
aries settled  in  Georgia,  and  afterwards  in  Tennessee,  where  he 
died. 

(Abridged  chiefly  from  “Beginnings  of  Presbyterianism  in 
the  Southwest,  published  in  the  S.  W.  Presbyterian  for  1871.) 

The  Synod  of  ihe  Carol inas  still  nursed  this  Missionary 
field.  In  October,  1801,  they  re-appointed  Rev.  \Vm,  Mont- 
gomery, of  the  Presbytery  of  Hopewell,  and  Mr.  John  Mat- 
thews, a licentiate  of  Orange  Presbytery,  as  Missionaries  to 
the  Mississippi  Territory,  from  the  15th  of  November,  to  act 
as  long  as  they  shall  judge  convenient.  Mr.  Montgomery 
did  not  go  at  that  time,  but  Mr.  John  Matthews  performed 
his  tour  of  service,  read  his  report  to  the  Synod  in  October, 

1 802,  and  received  its  thanks  for  his  diligence.  They  also 
appointed  Hugh  Shaw  a Missionary  to  the  Natchez,  and  as 
Mr.  Matthews  e.xpressed  a desire  to  return,  a commission  was 
ordered  for  him,  and  the  Presbytery  of  Orange  was  ordered 
to  ordain  him,  should  he  go.  The  S)mod  at  the  same  time 
appointed  a commission  of  Synod  to  attend  regularly  to  their 
Missionary  operations.  In  October,  1804,  Rev.  Daniel  Brown 
and  Malcolm  McNeil  were  appointed  Missionaries  to  the 
Natchez  for  six  months  or  more,  and  in  October,  1805,  Rev. 
James  Smylie,  who  had  been  appointed  by  the  commission  of 
Synod  and  had  been  ordained  by  Orange  Presbyterv,  made  a 
favorable  report  of  his  mission  to  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
and  presented  a letter  addressed  to  S>mod,  asking  for  further 
aid.  Mr.  Smylie  was  born  in  North  Carolina  in  about  1780, 
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--eceived  his  classical  and  theological  education  under  Rev. 
Dr.  Caldwell,  at  Guilford,  was  licensed  by  the  Orange  Pres- 
aytery,  by  whom  lie  was  ordained  in  1805.  He  settled  at 
VVashington,  the  Capital  ofthe  Territory,  and  took  the  charge 
of  the  congregation  which  the  Missionaries  who  preceded 
him  had  collected.  This  he  organized  in  1807,  >*itoa  regular 
church  with  twenty  members  and  three  elders.  It  received 
the  name  Salem.  It  was  afterwards  removed  to  Pine  Ridge, 
four  miles  distant,  and  was  known  as  the  Pine  Ridge  Church. 
He  removed  in  1811  to  Amite  County  and  was  actively  en- 
gaged in  Missionary  labors  and  organizing  churches  in  Missis- 
sippi and  contiguous  parts  of  Louisiana.  He  was  for  many 
years  pastor  of  Bethany  and  F'riendship  Churches  and  the 
teacher  of  a classical  school,  and  many  of  the  leading  men  of 
that  region  are  indebted  to  him  for  their  early  education.  In 
1814  he  travelled  on  horseback  through  the  Choctaw  and 
Chickasaw  nations  to  Tennessee  to  induce  the  Presbytery  of 
West  Tennessee  to  petition  the  Synod  of  Kentucky  for  the 
erection  of  a Presbytery  in  the  Southwest.  In  1815  that 
Synod  erected  the  first  Presbytery  of  Mississippi,  which  was 
organized  March  16,  1818,  with  the  Perdido  river  for  its 
eastern  boundary,  with  a jurisdiction  extending  indefinitely 
westward.  This  was  the  commencement  of  a contested 
claim  of  jurisdiction  between  the  Synod  of  South  Carolina 
and  Georgia  and  the  Synod  of  Kentucky,  afterwards  expressed 
in  a memorial  from  the  former  body  to  the  General  Assembly. 
Probably  it  was  the  greater  proximity  of  the  Presbytery  of 
West  Tennessee  to  Mr.  Smylie’s  residence  which  led  to  this 
application.  In  1836  the  Chilicothe  Presbytery  addressed  a 
violent  abolition  letter  to  the  Presbytery  of  Mississippi,  which 
Mr.  Smylie  answered.  It  was  an  enlargement  of  a sermon  on 
the  subject  of  slavery  which  he  had  preached  extensively 
before,  and  which  is  said  to  have  been  of  great  use  to  the 
members  of  the  Legislature  and  other  public  men  in  their 
researches  on  the  same  topic.  In  his  old  age  he  devoted 
himself  exclusively  to  the  religious  instruction  of  the  negroes. 
He  anticipated  Dr.  Jones  in  preparing  a catechism  for  them 
which  received  the  sanction  of  the  Synod  of  Mississippi.  He 
was  a close  observer  and  thinker,  had  an  acute  and  original 
mind,  was  an  accurate  Greek  and  Latin  scholar,  a good  theo- 
logian, and  like  Mr.  Montgomery  a jure  devino  Presbyterian. 
He  was  twice  married,  left  one  child  by  each  marriage,  who 
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still  survive  him.  He  died  in  1853,  aged  about  73  years. 
He  kept  an  accurate  diary  which  may  be  of  historic  value 
and  is  in  the  hands  of  his  nephew,  Rev.  John  A.  Smylie,  of 
Milford,  Texas.  (Southwestern  Presbyterian,  of  P'ebruary 
23d,  1871.) 

For  so  much  of  missionary  labor  performed  during  this 
decade,  and  followed  by  such  lasting  consequences,  is  the 
Southwest  indebted,  under  God.  to  the  old  mother  Synod 
of  the  Carclinas  and  to  the  churches  of  this  State  and  her 
sisters.  North  Carolina  and  Georgia.  Precious,  and  blessed 
in  its  fruits,  is  the  communion  of  saints,  and  pleasant  were 
the  bonds  which,  in  those  days,  bound  these  affiliated  churches 
together.  The  noble  structure  was  rising,  its  living  stones 
cemented  together,  the  mystic  body  was  growing,  held  in 
union  by  that  which  every  joint  supplieth.  And  still  shall  it 
grow  into  nobler  and  more  majestic  proportions,  unless 
through  our  own  sins  it  shall  please  Him  who  “ holds  the 
stars  in  his  right  hand,”  and  “ walketh  in  the  midst  of  the 
golden  candlesticks,”  ” to  remove  our  candlestick  out  of  his 
place.” 

Nearer  at  home  also  were  these  missionary  labours  ex- 
tended. In  1801  Thomas  Hall,  a licentiate  of  Concord  Pres- 
bytery, was  appointed  to  itinerate  through  the  Carolinas  and 
Georgia,  for  the  space  of  eight  months.  He  read  his  report 
before  Synod  and  received  its  thanks  for  his  diligence.  In 
October,  1803,  the  Commission  of  Synod  reported  that  they 
had  commissioned  eight  missionaries  within  the  bounds  of 
Synod,  one  of  whom,  Wm.  C.  Davis,  was  to  visit  the  Catawba 
Indians.  Reports  were  heard  from  these  missionaries,  and  it 
was  ” ordered  that  the  Rev.  Wm.  C.  Davis  act  as  a stated 
missionary  to  the  Catawba  Indians  until  our  next  stated  meet- 
ing of  Synod  ; that  he  superintend  the  school  in  that  nation, 
now  taught  by  Mr.  P'oster,  and  that  he  obtain  the  assistance 
of  Rev.  James  Wallis  as  far  as  may  be  convenient.  Ordered 
that  the  several  Presbyteries  under  our  care  be  directed  to 
pay  particular  attention  to  the  subscription  business  for  the 
support  of  the  missionaries,  especially  as  we  now  have  a 
promising  prospect  of  teaching  the  Catawba  Indians  to  read, 
and  pay  some  attention  to  the  gospel.  In  1804  Murdock 
Murphy,  a licentiate  of  Orange  Presbytery,  was  appointed 
for  the  lower  part  of  South  Carolina.  We  have  seen,  p.  1 19, 
that  he  was  settled  as  pastor  of  Black  River  Church  (Win- 
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yaw)  in  the  following  year.  He  was  afterwards  pastor  of  the 
Midway  Church,  Liberty  County,  Georgia,  and  thence?  emi- 
grated to  Florida.  From  the  minutes  of  the  commission  and 
the  reports  of  the  missionaries  to  the  Synod  of  the  Carolinas 
in  1805,  it  appeared  that  the  school  among  the  Catawbas  had 
been  conducted  at  considerable  expense;  the  proverb  about 
“the  new  broom”  had  been  fulfilled;  at  first  the  Indians 
were  much  interested  in  the  instructions  and  exhortations  of 
the  teacher,  but  after  a while  grew  weary  ; and  that  there  had 
been  but  little  preaching  among  them.  The  prospect  was  not 
flattering.  The  commission  was  reappointed,  but  in  1806 
reported  that  they  had  done  nothing.  The  synod  itself  ap- 
pointed three  missionaries,  Dr.  James  Hall,  Wm.  H.  Barr,  a 
licentiate  of  Orange,  and  Mr.  Thos.  J.  Hall,  to  itinerate  within 
their  own  bounds. 

Dr.  Hall  in  his  report  to  Synod  in  1807  says  : “Approach- 
ing the  low  country  in  South  Carolina,  the  professors  of  reli- 
gion became  less,  and  the  bigoted  attachment  to  party  doc- 
trines appeared  to  be  stronger.  These  doctrines  which  they 
call  their  principles,  are  so  frequently  brought  into  the  pulpit, 
that  sometimes  a private  member  of  one  of  those  denomina- 
tions, when  he  goes  to  hear  a preacher  of  the  other,  expect- 
ing what  will  come  forward,  has  his  scriptural  notes  prepared 
and  reads  them  against  the  doctrines  delivered,  on  which 
issue  IS  joined,  and  the  doctrines  are  debated  in  the  presence 
of  the  congregation.  From  these  and  other  circumstances,  it 
appears  that  few  attend  on  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  except 
the  bigoted  adherents  to  their  respective  parties.”*  Mr.  Wil- 
liam H.  Barr  also  read  his  report.  Both  were  commended  as 
exhibiting  “great  industry  and  much  labor.” 

In  1808  the  Commission  of  Synod  reported  that  they  had 
appointed  Dr.  Hall,  Rev.  E.  B.  Currie  and  Mr.  Wm.  H.  Barr. 
Mr.  Currie  had  not  been  commissioned.  The  others  read 
long  and  interesting  reports.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Hall  had  trav- 
elled 1132  miles,  preached  40  times,  and  received  $64.68.  He 
thought  it  would  be  more  advisable  to  cherish  our  own  va- 


*It  was  probably  during  this  missionary  tour  that  Dr.  Hall  preached 
his  sermon  from  Prov.  XIV,  31  • “Kighteousness  exalteth  a nation  ; 
but  sin  is  a reproach  to  any  people,”  before  the  Court  at  Barnwell,  and 
more  fully  before  the  Court  of  Laurens  District,  in  South  Carolina  at 
their  spring  Session,  A.  D,,  18U7.  Printed  at  Italeigh  by  William  Boylaf 
1807,  pp.  25,  12rno. 
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cancies  than  to  establish  new  societies,  and  recommended 
vigorous  exertions  on  the  part  of  Synod  to  encourage  the 
education  of  young  men  for  the  ministry.  Mr.  Barr  con- 
curred with  Dr.  Hall  that  it  would  be  better  to  change  mis- 
sionary action  from  the  itinerant  to  the  supplying  our  vacan- 
cies with  more  regular  preaching.” 

In  urging  the  cause  of  education,  Dr.  Hall  says  ; “Other 
wise,  our  churches,  if  any  should  remain  must  be  supplied 
with  ignorant  and  illiterate  preachers,  or  they  must  receive 
foreigners,  which  past  experience  has  for  the  most  part  shown 
not  to  be  very  eligible  ; as  we  may  expect  little  except  the 
dregs  of  European  Cliurches.  Should  none  of  these  be  the 
case,  our  people  must  sink  into  ignorance  and  barbarism,  and 
stand  exposed  to  every  wind  of  doctrine.”  Mr.  Barr  appears 
to  have  been  a most  industrious  missionary. 

A commission  of  S)’nod  was  appointed,  “to  regulate  the 
whole  of  the  missionary  business,  to  meet  the  first  Wednes- 
day of  November,  at  Unity  Church,  Indian  Lands,  of  which 
Dr.  Hall  was  appointed  moderator.” 

In  Oct.,  1809,  the  Commission  reported  that  they  had  ap- 
pointed Dr.  Hall  and  Rev.  Andrew  Flinn  to  act  as  mission- 
aries to  the  vacancies  within  their  bounds.  Mr.  Flinn  did 
not  fulfill  the  appointment.  Dr.  Hall  spent  four  months  and 
thirteen  days  in  the  mission,  travelled  1545  miles,  preached 
sixty-nine  times,  held  three  communions  and  several  evening 
societies.  “Previously  to  departure  from  home,  he  had  ex- 
tracted four  hundred  and  twenty  questions  from  our  Confes- 
sion of  Faith  and  disseminated  them  through  eight  of  our  va- 
cancies for  the  perusal  of  the  people  until  he  should  return 
to  finish  his  mission,  at  which  time  they  were  to  be  called 
upon  for  public  examination.”  The  success  of  this  was  very 
encouraging. 

Great  irregularities  in  connection  with  the  revivals  and 
camp-meetings  had  sprung  up  in  the  congregations  of  Long 
Creek  and  Knobb  Creek  in  Orange  Presbytery.  The  Pres- 
bytery had  appointed  in  1804  ^ large  and  able  Committee  to 
examine  into  these  and  deal  in  some  suitable  manner  with 
them.  Some  who  were  laymen  laid  claims  to  special  divine 
guidance,  and  moved  as  they  said,  by  a divine  impulse  had 
administered  the  ordinances  of  the  Supper  and  Baptism. 
For  these  and  other  irregularities  many  had  been  suspended 
from  the  privileges  of  the  Church.  He  spent  considerable 
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time  in  the  Knobb  Creek  congregation  and  heard  from  some 
of  the  most  intelligent  and  pious  their  heartfelt  lamentations 
and  horror  at  their  past  extravagances,  and  their  gratitude  to 
God  that  they  were  not  given  over  to  the  most  wild  and  de- 
lusive fanaticism.  ‘‘When  I fell  into  those  extraordinary 
exercises,”  said  one  of  them,  “I  found  such  pleasure  in  them 
that  I would  not  think  of  parting  with  them  ; yet  when  they 
went  off,  I found  the  power  of  religion  so  declining  in  my 
heart,  that  I was  conscious  that  in  that  state  I never  need 
expect  to  enter  the  kingdom  of  Heaven  ; and  they  have  cost 
me  many  sleepless  hours  in  prayer  and  wrestling  with  my  own 
wretched  heart,  before  1 could  giv^e  them  up.”  “Let  some, 
howevei',’’  says  Dr.  Hall,  “think  unfavorably  or  even  lightly, 
of  those  deep  and  heart-affecting  exercises,  both  distressful 
and  joyous,  to  which  no  doubt  we  have  all  been  witness  and 
many  of  which,  if  we  judge  by  their  fruits,  we  have  reason  to 
believe,  were  produced  by  the  powerful  operations  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  by  which  from  an  overwhelming  sense  of 
divine  things,  these  effects  were  produced  upon  th.e  body.’’ 

He  was  witness  to  the  solemn  and  ample  acknowledgment 
of  his  error  by  an  elder  who  had  been,  with  many  others,  sus- 
pended by  the  sentence  of  Presbytery  from  church  privileges 
for  his  adherence  to  these  extravagances,  and  who  had  held 
out  long  and  obstinately,  and  now  had  humbly  yielded,  and 
with  expressions  of  gratitude  and  thanUfulness  had  been  fully 
restored  to  the  Communion  of  the  Church.  He  again 
presses  the  subject  of  an  educated  ministry  as  of  prime 
importance  to  the  Church.  Such  were  the  earnest  efforts 
of  these  Presbyteries  and  this  Synod  of  the  Carolinas 
in  the  home  missionary  work,  which  have  accrued  in  more 
good  than  we  know  of  to  our  generation,  and  whose  benefits 
will  extend  themselves  into  the  distant  future. 

History  of  the  Church. — Very  commendable  efforts  were 
made,  both  in  the  First  and  Second  Presbyteries,  to  provide 
materials  for  the  history  of  the  Church.  On  the  14th  of 
November,  1800,  Revc  John  Brown  and  John  B.  Davies  were 
appointed  by  the  First  Presbytery  to  make  out  as  correct  a 
history  of  the  First  Presbytery  as  possible,  to  be  transmitted 
to  the  General  Assembly,  March  27,  1801  ; the  failure  of 
the  committee  to  perform  this  duty  is  excused,  but  Mr. 
Davies  is  directed  to  prepare  the  reports  that  have  been  sent 
in,  and  Mr.  Brown  to  assist  him,  under  pain  of  censure  if  they 
fail. 
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On  SeptemWer  24th,  1801,  the  Second  Presbytery  directed 
tiie  stated  clerk  to  lay  before  that  body  the  necessary  mate- 
rials for  the  history  of  that  Presbytery.  Again,  April  I, 
1806,  the  following  minute  is  found:  “In  compliance  with 

an  order  of  the  General  Assembly,  for  the  collection  of  ma- 
terial for  forming  a history  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
America,  it  was  enjoined  on  every  member  to  endeavor  to 
collect  the  proper  information  in  their  respective  churches, 
as  to  their  origin,  succession,  pastors,  present  standing,  &c., 
and  render  a statement  of  the  same  at  the  next  stated  session 
of  Presbytery.” 

Agreeably  to  this  order,  the  members  of  Presbytery  were 
called  on  at  the  next  sessions,  August  8,  1806.  “ The  infor- 

mation laid  before  Presbytery  was  put  into  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Kennedy,  and  he  directed  to  form  a general  report  on  this 
subject,  and  lay  the  same  before  our  ne.xt  stated  sessions  for 
inspection,  that,  in  the  end.  Presbytery  may  be  enabled  to 
forward  to  the  General  Assembly  their  quota  of  information 
forming  a history  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  America.” 

The  subject  was  brought  forward  at  each  successive  meet- 
ing. October  3d,  1808,  the  matter  was  taken  out  of  Mr. 
Kennedy’s  hands  and  placed  in  Dr.  Waddel’s,  who,  after  some 
delays  for  want  of  materials,  prepared  the  proposed  history 
(of  which  we  have  frequently  availed  ourselves),  and  for- 
warded it  to  Dr.  Green,  at  Philadelphia.  The  Synod  did 
not  cease  to  urge  the  attention  of  its  Presbyteries  to  this 
matter. 

Grammar  Schools. — The  Synod  had  directed  its  Presby- 
teries to  “ establish  within  their  respective  bounds  one  or 
more  grammar  schools,  except  where  such  grammar  schools 
are  already  established,  and  that  each  member  of  the  several 
Presbyteries  make  it  their  business  to  select  and  encourage 
youths  of  promising  piety  and  talents,  and  such  as  may  be 
expected  to  turn  their  attention  to  the  ministry  of  the  gospel.” 
It  was  therefore  “ordered”  by  the  First  Presbytery  “ that 
each  member  pay  particular  attention  to  this  business  and 
endeavor  to  come  to  some  conclusion  in  their  own  minds 
where  it  may  be  proper  to  encourage  such  institution  or  insti 
tutions.”  At  their  ne.xt  meeting  they  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  “ inasmuch  as  there  are  a number  of  such  institutions 
already  established  and  vigorous  exertions  made  for  their 
encouragements,  it  is  conceived  to  be  inexpedient  to  pay  any 
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further  attention  to  this  business  at  present.”  Of  the  same 
import  was  the  conclusion  reached  tlie  Second  Presbytery. 

Indian  Tribes. — The  General  Assembly  had  required  the 
Presbyteries  below  to  report  respecting  the  Indian  Tribes  and 
frontier  settlements.  Me.ssrs.  James  Gilliland,  Andrew  Brown 
and  the  elder,  Gen.  Andrew  Pickens,  were  appointed  by  the 
Second  Presbytery  on  this  business.  Than  the  last  named 
gentleman  there  was  ncne  tliat  had  been  more  concerned  with 
these  people  in  peace  and  war,  and  none  more  feared  as  a foe 
or  honored  as  a friend  than  he.  The  report  was  made  at  the 
next  sessions  and  ordered  to  be  sent  on  to  the  Assembly. 

We  have  already  spoken  of  the  mission  of  the  First  Pres- 
bytery to  the  Catawbas  set  on  foot  by  the  Synod’s  Commis- 
sion. 


BOOK  SECOND. 

1810—1820. 

CHAPTER  I. 

The  arrangement  as  to  Presbyteries  hitherto  e.xisting 
began  with  this  century,  so  far  as  Carolina  is  represented  in 
tliem,  and  ended  with  its  first  decade.  The  whole  seems  to 
have  been  a matter  of  agreement  and  deliberation.  The  First 
Presbytery  suggested  to  the  Synod  of  the  Carolinas  its  own 
dissolution  and  division.  The  upper  division  to  include 
Rev.  William  C.  Davis  pastor  of  Bullock’s  Creek,  the  Rev. 
Robert  B.  Walker,  pastor  of  Belhesda,  Rev.  John  B.  Davies, 
of  Fishing  Creek  and  Richardson,  Rev.  Thomas  Neely, 
pastor  ot  Purity  and  P>dmonds,  and  the  vacant  congregations 
of  Waxhaw,  Unity,  Hopewell,  Ebenezer,  Bethel,  Beersheba, 
Shiloah,  Yorkville  and  Salem  to  be  unitedAvith  the  Presby- 
tery of  Concord,  and  the  rest  with  the  pronosed  Presbytery  of 
Harmony.  This  is  acceded  to  by  the  Synod  of  the  Carolinas. 
At  its  meeting  at  Fairforest  Church,  October  6,  i8io,  they 
had  declared  the  First  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina  dissolved 
and  that  the  Second  Presbytery  is  hereafter  to  be  known 
and  distinguished  by  the  name  of  The  Presbytery  oe  South 
Carolina.  They  had  previously  at  their  session  held  at 
Poplar  Tent,  October  5,  1809,  adoptedan  overture  for  a new 
Presbytery,  to  be  known  as  the  Presbytery  of  Harmony  ; its 
bounds  to  be^in  on  the  seacoast  where  the  division  line 
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between  North  and  South  Carolina  commences,  tlience  till 
the  line  strikes  Lynches  Creek,  thence  to  Evan’s  Ferry, 
thence  to  Camden,  thence  to  Columbia,  thence  to  Augusta  in 
Georgia,  thence  in  a direction  nearly  South  (including  St. 
Mary’s)  to  the  seacoast.  The  coast  line  of  Harmony  Pres- 
bytery, according  to  this  division,  was  co-extensive  with  that 
of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  and  tlie  division  between  it 
and  the  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina  was  probably  then  un- 
derstood to  be  the  travelled  road,  which  at  that  time  crossed 
the  Savannah  river  at  Campbell’s  Town,  a short  distance 
above  Augusta.  Where  there  are  no  natural  lines  the 
travelled  road  will  suggest  the  ideal  division,  although  it 
should  change  somewhat  from  time  to  time. 

The  Presbytery  of  Harmony  was  constituted  by  order  of 
the  Synod  of  the  Carolinas,  at  its  meeting  at  Poplar  Tent,  on 
the  5th  of  October,  1809,  “ out  of  the  territory  of  three  others, 
to  consist  of  the  following  members:  Rev.  George  McWhor- 
ter, Andrew  P'linn  and  John  Cousar.  of  the'F'irst  Presbytery 
of  South  Carolina;  John  R.  Thom^pson,  of  Hopewell  Pres- 
bytery ; who  were  appointed  to  meet  for  the  first  time  in  the 
City  .of  Charleston  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  March,  1810; 
the  Rev.  Andrew  Flinn,  or  the  senior  member  present,  to 
preside  and' open  the  Presbytery.” 

In  pursuance  of  this  order,  the  Rev.  Andrew  P'linn,  D.  D., 
the  Rev.  John  R.  Thompson,  of  Augusta;  the  Rev.  John 
Cousar,  and  the  Rev.  George  G.  McWhorter,  and  Mr.  Oswald 
Eve,  an  elder  from  St.  Paul’s  Church,  Augusta,  met  in  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  City  of  Charleston.  The 
Rev.  Drs.  William  Hollingshead  and  Isaac  Keith,  and  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Price,  of  the  Congregational  Association,  and 
the  Rev.  Jedediah  Morse,  D.  D.,  of  Charlestown,  Mass.,  at 
one  time  pastor  of  the  Church  in  Liberty  County,  Ga.,  were 
present  by  courtesy  as  corresponding  members.  At  the 
request  of  Dr.  Flinn,  the  meeting  had  been  opened  with  a 
s.ermon  by  Dr.  Morse,  from  Malachi  i : 2,  and  the  Presby- 
tery instituted  with  prayer  by  Dr.  Flinn.  Dr.  Flinn  had 
been  chosen  as  Moderator,  and  the  Rev.  John  Cousar  as 
Clerk,  The  way  being  opened,  the  Second  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  city  applied  by  their  representativ^e,  Mr.  Benj. 
Boyd,  to  be  taken  under  the  care  of  Presbytery,  were  received, 
and  Mr.  Boyd,  an  elder  in  the  Second  Church,  took  his  seat 
as  a member.  No  other  business  of  importance  was  done. 
The  installation  of  Dr.  Flinn  was  postponed  luitil  the  house 
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of  public  worship,  then  building  for  the  Second  Church, 
should  be  opened,  of  which  the  Moderator  should  give  due 
notice.  After  appointing  a commissioner  to  the  General 
Assembly,  and  attending  to  other  necessary  business,  the 
Presbytery  then  adjourned,  to  meet  at  St.  Paul’s  Church,  in 
Augusta,  in  September. 

But  immediately  after  the  reception  of  the  Second  Church, 
a letter  was  received  from  the  Rev.  Donald  McLeod,  Stated 
Clerk  of  the  (Old)  Presbytery  of  Charleston,  complaining 
of  the  conduct  of  the  Synod  of  the  Carolinas  in  laying  off  and 
constituting  the  Presbytery  within  Z/zf/r  bounds,  which  corn-' 
plaint  was  principally  bottomed  on  the  opinion  that  the  Pres- 
bytery of  Charleston  had  been  admitted  as  a constituent  part 
of  the  General  Assembly.  It  was  resolved  that  the  above 
memorial  be  referred  to  the  Synod  of  the  Carolinas. 


CHAPTP:R  II. 

"We  resume  our  history  of  the  individual  churches,  with 
those  which  were  Congregational  or  Independent,  and  first. 
The  Independent  or  Congregational  Church,  in  the  City 
of  Charleston.  This  church  was  in  a very  flourishing  condi- 
tion at  the  commencement  of  this  decade.  From  the  reports 
given  in  the  minutes  of  the  Congregational  Association  from 
time  to  time,  by  Dr.  Hollingshead,  it  would  seem  that  the 
membership  in  i8o6-was  246  whites,  286  blacks,  total,  542. 
Subsequent  reports  would  swell  the  number  to  403  whites 
and  290  blacks,  total  693  in  1813.  In  that  year  Dr.  Hollings- 
head reported  109  whites  added.  But  as  nothing  is  said  of 
diminutions  by  deaths,  dismissions  and  removals,  these  num- 
bers may  be  exaggerated.  Dr.  Keith  died  suddenly  on  the 
1.4th  of  December,  1813,  in  the  59th  year  of  his  age.  Rev. 
Benjamin  Morgan  Palmer,  who  had  lately  removed  to  Charles- 
ton having  resigned  his  charge  at  Beaufort,  was  chosen  pas- 
tor in  his  stead  as  a colleague  with  Dr.  Hollingshead,  in  the 
}’ear  1814.  Dr.  Hollingshead  did  not  long  survive  his  former 
colleague  Dr.  Keith.  He  died  on  the  26th  of  January,  1817. 

“The  Rev.  Dr.  Isaac  Stockton  Keitli  was  born  in  Buck’s  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, January  20th,  A.  D.,  1755,  and  was  educated  in  the  grammar 
school  and  college  of  Princeton,  New  Jersey,  when  the  Rev  Dr.  Wither- 
spoon was  President.  His  diligence  and  progress  in  his  studies  were 
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80  great  that  at  every  examination  of  the  school  he  was  honored  with 
a premium.  In  1775  lie  wiis  admitted  to  the  degree  of  A.  R.  Il'isjiious 
parents,  from  early  youth,  dedicated  him  to  ihe  mini.stry,  and  his  own 
imlination  concurred  with  their  fond  anticipations.  Soon  after  he  left 
the  college  he  commenced  the  study  of  divinity,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Robert  Smith,  of  Pequea,  in  Pennsylvania,  and  in  1778  was 
licensed,  by  the  Presbytery  of  Philadelphia  to  preach  the  Gospel  Af- 
ter itinerating  for  short  time,  he  settled  in  iVlexandria  in  Virginia,  and 
continued  there  in  the  e.vcercise  of  his  ministerial  functions  till  the  year 
1788,  when  he  accepted  an  invitation  from  the  Congregational  Church 
in  Charleston,  to  be  co-pastor  thereof,  in  connection  with  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Hollingshead.  He  there  served-  the  church  with  ability  and 
lidelity  for  twenty^-five  years,  a period  exceeding  that  of  any  one  of 
his  eleven  deceased  predecessors.  In  1791,  he  was  con.stituted  D.D. 
by  the  University  of  Pennsvlvania.  He  was  thrice  married  ; first  to 
Mi  ss  Hannah  Sproat,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Dr  Sproat,  of  Phila- 
delphia, who  died  ontheSOth  Sept.,  1796;se(tond  Miss  Catharine  Legare, 
daughter  of  Mr.  Thomas  Legare,  Esq.,  of  Charle.ston ; who  died  of  a 
lingering  disease  on  the  15th  of  May,  1803;  third,  to  Miss  Jane  Hux- 
ham,  a native  of  Exeter,  in  England,  and  daughter  to  Mr.  William 
Huxham,  who  had  resided  many  years  in  South  Carolina.  As  a 
man,  as  a Christian,  and  as  a preacher  of  the  Gospel,  Dr.  Keith  was 
respected  and  beloved.  On  all  the  relations  of  life  in  which  he  Avas 
placed,  he  reflected  honor — given  to  hospitality  and  abounding  in  char- 
ity, his  heart  and  his  house  were  open  to  the  stranger,  and  his  purse  to 
the  indigent;  the  spirit  of  the  Gospel  marked  his  intercourse  with 
men  ; it  influenced  the  whole  of  his  deportment,  and  impressed  a dis- 
tinctive character  on  all  his  transactions.  “He  rejoiced  with  those  that 
did  rejoice,  and  wept  with  those  who  wept.”  In  pastoral  visits  to  the 
sick  and  afllicted  he  was  indefatigable;  to  their  impressible  minds  he 
presented  divine  truths  with  such  sympathy,  aflection  and  discretion, 
as  with  the  bles.sing  of  God  often  terminated  in  the  happiest  result. 
He  Avas  fond  of  assembling  children  around  him,  and  of  conversing  Avith 
them  in  a pleasant  cheerful  manner,  mingled  Avith  instruction.  Thoiurh 
not  a parent,  he  had  deeply  imbibed  thespiritof  a judicious  affectionate 
Christian  parent.  Man}'  Avere  the  books  Avhich  he  gave  in  presents  to 
adults,  but  more  to  children,  under  such  circumstances  of  love  and 
affection  as  could  scarcely  fail  of  ensuring  an  attentive  perusal  of  their 
important  contents.  His  heart  overfioAving  Avith  love  to  God  and  man 
disposed  him  to  spend  and  he  spent  in  promoting  the  glory  of  the  one 
and  the  happine.ss  of  the  other.  In  the  work  of  the  ministry  he  Avas 
diligent,  laborious,  and  successful,  and  he  Avas  well  furnished  Avith  gifts 
and  graces  for  its  faithful  discharge.  Sensible  that  souls  were  commit- 
ted to  his  care  he  shaped  his  instructions,  admonitions  and  warnings 
according  to  this  dread  responsibility.  Jesus  Christ  Avas  the  centre  and 
the  sum  of  his  sermons.  These  Avere  distinguished  for  their  manly 
sense,  evangelical  piety,  and  searching  truth.  The  divinity  of  Christ, 
ami  atonement  through  his  blood,  were  Avith  him  essential  doctrines. 
He  deemed  that  sermon  of  little  value  Avhich  had  not  in  it  something 
of  Christ.  The  doctrines  of  grace  were  his  usual  to{)ics,  and  he  stated 
and  defended  them  with  zeal  and  ability.  The  entire  dei>ravity  of  the 
human  heart — the  absolute  necessity  of  divine  influences  to  cbange  the 
heart  and  to  sanctify  the  soul,  Avere,  Avith  him,  articles  of  ])rimarv  im- 
portance, and  urged  on  the  consciences  of  his  hearers  as  indispen.sably 
necessary  to  a correct  view  of  the  Gospel.  In  his  preaching  he  Avas 
particularly  attentive  to  the  dispensations  of  Providence.  Epidemic 
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di.sea.se.s,  destructive  fires,  eartliquakes,  hurricanes,  tornadoes,  and  un- 
usuai  convulsions  of  the  elements,  were  never  suffered  to  escape  his 
public  notice.  They  were  always  the  subjects  of  appropriate  prayers 
and  sermons,  and  made  tributary  to  the  instruction  of  his  hearers.  He 
was  among  the  first  in  the  United  States  in  aiding,  with  pecuniary  sup- 
port, the  interest  of  evangelical  missions  and  translations  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures  in  the  East  Of  the  Charleston  Bible  Society  he  may  in 
some  respects  be  called  the  father.  On  Monday,  the  13th  of  December, 
1818,  he  zealously  and  successfully  advocated  a motion,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  send  the  Scriptures,  in  their  native  language  to  the  French 
inhabitants  of  Louisiana,  and  in  the  course  of  the  next  thirty  hours  he 
was  called  to  the  bosom  of  bis  Father  and  his  God,  after  he  liad  served 
liis  generation  fifty-eight  years  and  eleven  months.  He  died  childless, 
with  an  ^estate  of  about  thirty  thousand  dollars  at  his  disposal.  Of  this 
he  bequeathed  a considerable  part  for  the  most  important  and  benficent 
usues  Besides  a large  legacy  left  to  the  Church  of  which  he  was  pastor 
to  be  hereafter  particularized,  Dr.  Keith  bequeathed  about  five  thou- 
sand dollars  to  the  general  assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
United  States  of  America.  To  each  child  named  after  himself  or  either 
ot  his  three  wives  (about  twenty  in  number,)  he  bequeathed  a copy  of 
'U'’ood ward’s  edition  of  Dr.  Scott’s  Commentary  on  the  Bible.  The 
Church  directed  a monument  to  be  erected  to  his  memory  in  the  Circu- 
lar Church,  with  the  following  inscription  : 

Sacred  to  the  memory  of 
The  Revd.  Isaac  S.  Keith,  D.  D.. 
for  25  years  a beloved  co-pastor  of  this  Church,  from 
which  he  was  suddenly  removed,  by  death,  on  the 
fourteenth  of  December,  1813,  in  the 
fifty-ninth  year  of  his  age. 

He  was 

a learned,  amiable,  and  successful  minister 
of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ : 

In  prayer,  copious  and  fervent ; 
in  doctrine,  clear  and  evangelical ; 
in  exhortation,  warm,  affectionate,  and  persuasive 
In  his  pastoral  intercourse, 
and  in  his  private  and  public  deportment, 
he  adorned  the  doctrine 
of  his  Lord  and  Saviour. 

His  charity  to  the  poor, 
his  hospitality  to  the  stranger, 
his  patronage  to  the  meritorious, 

^ his  munificence  to  the  Church, 

his  suavity  of  manners  and  unwearied  activity 
in  the  cause  of  humanity  and  religion, 
conspired  to  render  him 
dear  to  his  people  and  society  at  large. 

His  mourning  congregation, 
in  testimony  of  his  merit  and  their  affection, 
erect  this  monument. 

[This  monument  was  on  the  eastern  wall  of  the  Church,  to  the  right 
of  the  pulpit  as  one  would  approach  it,  while  the  Church  was  still 
standing.] 
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Dr.  Keith  published  several  sermons  and  addresses  deliver- 
ed on  special  occasions  during  his  life,  which,  with  a few 
others  and  the  sermon  occasioned  by  his  death,  which  was 
preached  by  the  Rev.  Andrew  Flinn,  D.  D.,  a brief  biograph- 
ical notice  of  him,  and  a selection  from  his  correspondence 
were  published  in  i8i6,  making  an  8vo  volume  of  448  pages. 

“ The  personal  appearance  of  Dr.  Keith,”  says  the  Rev. 
Edward  Palmer,  who  was  one  of  the  congregation  to  the  day 
of  the  Dr’s  lamented  death,  ‘‘  was  imposing.  Large  in  stat- 
ure, dignified  in  manner,  grave  in  aspect  and  speech,  it  was 
impossible  not  to  feel  that  you  were  in  the  presence  of.a  much 
more  than  ordinary  man.  But,  notwithstanding  his  appear- 
ance and  manner  were  such  as  to  repel  everything  like  frivolity, 
he  was  so  courteous  and  affable  as  to  invite  the  confidence  of 
the  most  timid  child.  Indeed,  the  affectionate  freedom  with 
which  the  young  of  his  numerous  flock  actually  approached 
him,  showed  how  easy  of  access  he  really  was.  His  example 
v\as  in  beautiful  keeping  with  his  religious  profession — it  was 
an  epistle  of  Christ  known  and  read  of  all  men,”  “As  a mati, 
as  a CJiristian  and  as  minister  of  the  Lord  Jesus,”  says  Dr. 
Flinn,  he  was  deservidly  fevered,  respected  and  beloved.  Ven- 
erable and  grave  in  his  aspect,  his  presence  forbade  the  rude 
approach  of  impertinence.  To  a stranger,  his  first  appearance 
seemed  rather  distant  and  severe ; but  he  soon  found  that 
in  the  presence  of  dignity,  it  was  dignity  softened  and  em- 
bellished with  every  benign  and  generous  affection.  An 
affectionate  husband,  a humane  master,  an  obliging  neighbor, 
and  a distinguished  philanthrophist.  His  heart  and  his  house 
were  open  to  the  stranger  and  his  purse  to  the  indigent.  As 
a disciple  of  Jesus  Christ,  this  amiable  man  was  humble, 
ivatcliffil  and  devout.  But  it  was  from  the  walls  of  Zion  that 
he  shed  the  brightest  glory  of  the  gospel.  Of  his  sermons, 
Jesus  was  the  centre  and  the  sum.  They  were  distinguished 
for  their  manly  sense,  and  simplicity  of  style,  evangelical  piety 
and  searching  truth.”* 

“ On  the  22d  of  August,  1814,  the  Eev  Benjamin  Morgan  Palmer,  A. 
M.,vvas  elected  oo-pastor  with  Dr.  Hollingshead,  in  the  place  of  the  llev. 
Dr.  Keith.  He  had  served  the  Church  the  preceding  seven  months,  in 
the  capacity  of  a temporary  supply,  and  for  ten  years  anterior  to  that 
temporary  appointment,  had  been  settled  in  Beaufort,  S.  C.,  as  pastor 


*The  Charleston  Bible  Society  is  said  to  have  been  set  on  foot,  at  the 
snggestion  and  by  the  efiorts  of  Di'.  Keith. 
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of  the  Congregational  Chureh  in  that  phiee.  He  was  the  fourth  .of  the 
sixteen  children  of  Mr  Job  Palmer,  who  had  been  a worthy  member 
of  the  Independent  Church  in  Charleston,  for  the  preceding  forty-two 
years.  He  was  also  the  grandson  of  the  Rev  Samuel  Palmer,  who  for 
forty  years  immediately  prior  to  the  year  1775,  in  which  he  died,  had 
been  only  minister,  and  for  the  greater  part  of  the  period  the  only 
physician  of  Falmouth  in  Barnstable  county,  Massachusetts,  where  he 
was  much  beloved  and  respected.  The  Revd.  Mr.  B.  M.  Palmer  spent 
the  summer  of  1810,  in  the  Northern  States,  for  the  benefit  of  his  health, 
and  part  of  it  at  Falmouth.  This  unexpected  visit,  from  the  distance  of 
a thousand  miles,  of  a clerical  grandson  of  their  former  beloved  pastor., 
was  highly  gratifying  to  the  Congretional  Church  of  that  place.  They, 
particularly  the  gray-headed  veterans  in  that  county  of  longevity, 
received  him  with  transports  of  joy.  Their  then  minister,  the  Rev. 
jMr.  Lincoln,  after  closing  tlie  religious  services  of  the  evening,  invited 
his  clerical  brother  Palmer,  just  arrived,  and  then  attending  as  a hearer, 
to  address  the  congregation.  Mr.  Palmer  accepted  this  invitation,  in- 
tending to  speak  only  for  a few  minutes  ; but,  animated  from  the  con- 
sideration of  his  being  in  the  vicinity  of  the  bones  of  his  ancestors,  and 
of  his  standing  in  the  place  of  his  grandfather,  and  speaking  to  a con- 
gregation among  whom  his  father  had  been  born,  and  Ids  father’s  father 
laboured  as  a gospel  minister  for  forty  years,  he  was  insensibly  urged 
by  his  feelings  to  continue  his  extemporaneous  address  for  nearly  an 
hour,  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  his  hearers,  who  rejoiced  that  their 
pastor,  though  he  had  ceased  from  his  labours,  for  thirty-five  years,  still 
lived  in  the  person  of  his  grandson,  devoted  to  the  same  profession,  in 
the  exercise  of  which  his  venerable  ancestor  had  been  so  useful  to  them. 
Mr.  Benjamin  M Palmer  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  in  about  two  weeks 
after  his  parents  had  arrived  there,  in  the  character  of  exiles,  driven 
from  Charleston,  in  the  year  1781,  by  the  then  British  paramount  power 
in  South  Carolina.  On  the  terminati(jn  of  .the  revolutionary  war  the 
whole  family  returned  to  Charleston  Mr.  B.  M.  Palmer’s  cla.ssical 
education  commenced  in  Charleston  college,  when  it  was  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  Rt.  Revd.  Bishop  Smith.  In  the  year  1797,  he 
was  removed  to  Princeton  college,  when  the  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  S-  Smith 
presided  over  the  institution  There,  in  1800,  he  was  admitted  to  the 
degree  of  A.  B.  This  extensive  course  of  education  was  not  entered 
upon  without  serious  and  deliberate  consultation.  The  buddings  of 
Mr  Palmer’s  genius  inspired  hopes  that  he  might  easily  be  made  a 
scholar.  His  correct,  orderly  habits,  and  early  religious  impressions, 
pointed  him  out  as  a suitable  person  to  be  educated  with  a view  to 
the  ministry  ; but  there  were  ditficulties  in  the  way-  The  times  were 
hard — money  scarce  -education  dear— his  father’s  family  large  In  this 
crisis*  the  Revd.  Dr.  Keith  interposed  with  Ins  usual  ardour  in  doing 
good,  and  urged  with  all  his  energies  of  persuasion  that  the  promising 
youth  should  be  put  forward  in  a collegiate  course  of  studies,  and  he 
seconded  his  arguments  with  more  than  advice-  A generous  friend- 
ship between  the  parties  was  thus  commenced.  It  was  excited  on  one 
side  by  gratitude,  and  fanned  into  flame  on  the  other  by  frequently 
repeated  acts  of  disinterested  benevolence.  The  attention  of  the  Church 
on  their  late  bereavement,  by  tbe  the  much  lamented  death  of  Dr. 
Keith,  was  naturally  turned  towards  Mr.  Palmer,  as  being  known  to 
them,  from  his  infancy,  to  be  distinguished  for  correct  conduct,  respec- 
table for  his  genius  and  literary  attainments,  for  his  fervent  piety,  and 
in  his  adult  years  for  the  distinguished  excellence  of  his  compositions 
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for  the  pulpit.  With  the  exception  of  the  Kev.  .’.isiah  Sniitli,  he  was 
tl)e  only  Carolinian  that  had  ever  been  oiler*-',  as  a pastor  for  their 
Church,  though  it  had  been  constituted  above  hundred  and  twenty 
years.  In  addition  to  these  strong  reeoniinenda'nns,  he  was  known  to 
have  possessed  the  fullest  confidence  of  their  ivi-ly  deceased  beloved 
pastor,  and  also  his  highest  esteem  and  apphui>--  as  an  able,  faithful, 

. and  accomplished  preacher.  The  circumstance*  of  the  case  were  par- 
ticular, and'seenied  to  point  out  that  the  hand  o:  rod  was  in  the  matter. 
Mr.  Palmer’s  congregation  in  Beaufort,  was  so  smill  as  to  be  unequal  to 
his  comfortable  support.  His  friend.  Dr.  Keitii.  md  long  urged  him  to 
leave  that  place  and  come  to  Charleston,  and  o;cn  school  there  for  his 
immediate  support  (which  he  did  for  a time i 'il  Providence  ojiened 
another  door  for  the  regular  exercise  of  his  ij.  vi.sterial  functions  ; in 
the  meantime,  having  it  in  view  to  supjdy  < vacant  Presbyterian 
Church,  on  John’s  Island,  with  preaching  eve"*  Sabbath  during  the 
winter  months.  On  the  15th  of  November,  D ■ exactly  twenty-nine 
days  before  his  death.  Dr.  Keith  wrote  to  Mr.  > ilmer,  just  recovering 
from  distressing  sickness,  as  follows:  “ Be  assired,  my  friend,,that  I 

have  felt  much  for  you,  not  only  on  account  of  'our  bodily  sufferings, 
but  also  of  your  difficult  situation  and  disco”rai:  ng  prospects  in  Beau- 
fort. It  seems  as  if  a variety  of  circumstances  v ^re  combining  to  indi- 
cate that  your  residence  cannot  be  much  longer  •outinued  in  Beaufort, 
as  without  a considerate  change,  not  perhaps  t*'  soon  expected  in  the 
present  state  of  our  country,  the  means  of  supji.-ring  your  family  are 
likely  to  tail  you.  But  what  shall  you  do?  (Jr  vhither  shall  you  go? 
I wish  I could  tell.  Perhaps  the  finger  of  Frori':‘-ice  will  point  out  to  you 
when  and  how  you  are  to  be  next  employ e el ; and  per'..ips  a visit  to  Charles- 
ton, and  you  spending  some  time  here,  as  soox  is  you  can  conviently 
come,  may  be  the  means  of  placing  you  on  a gn.erid  a little  higher  than 
that  on  which  you  now  stand,  so  that  you  may  be  able  to  see  a little 
further  and  more  clearly  around,  you.” 

Mr  Palmer  accordingly  came  to  Charleston  1 after  much  serious 
consultation  and  anxious  mental  conflict,  as.seme!  to  the  recommenda- 
tion of  his  friend — issued  proposal' for  openin*.-  i.  school,  and  on  the 
forenoon  of  the  14th  of  December,  1813,  sent  of!  'o  his  Church  in  Beau- 
fort, a letter  of  resignation  of  its  pastorship.  In  two  hours  alter  this 
was  done,  Dr.  Keith  was  struck  with  apoplexy  and  in  seven  hours 
more  breathed  his  last.” 

History  of  the  Circular  Church,  p.  7. 

William  Hollingshead  was  born  of  re^oectable  parents  in 
Philadelphia,  October  8,  1748.  His  father  William  Hollings- 
head, who  was  considerably  distingiiishc':  in  civil  life  at  the 
commencement  of  the  Revolution,  was  th-  youngest  son,  who 
lived  to  manhood,  of  Daniel  Hollingshtid,  who  came  from 
Lancashire,  England,  to  Barbadoes,  early  in  the  eighteenth 
century,  and  was  married  to  Miss  Haze.i,  the  daughter  of  a 
wealthy  sugar  planter  on  the  Island,  and  .‘^ome  time  after 
came  to  New  Jersey  and  settled  in  the  neighborhood  of  New 
Brunswick.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  eldest  of 
fifteen  children.  He  discovered  a serious  disposition  from 
early  childhood,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteer,  became  a comnui- 
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nicant  in  the  Church.  He  wa.s  graduated  at  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania  in  1770.  He  was  licensed  to  preach  by  the 
Presytery  of  Philadelphia  in  1772  ; and  was  ordained  and 
installed  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Fairfield,  N.  J., 
the  next  year.  Here  he  was  greatly  esteemed,  and  enjoyed  a 
high  degree  of  popularity  throughout  the  whole  region  ; and 
he  did  not  hesitate  to  say,  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  that  he 
had  never  known  any  happier  years  than  those  which  he 
spent  in  his  connection  with  this  congregation. 

In  the  year  1783,  he  accepted  a call  from  the  Independent 
Congregational  Church  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina — a call 
from  the  same  Church  having  been  sent  to  him  the  preceding 
year,  but  not  accepted  on  account  of  some  informality.  Here, 
also,  he  was  received  with  great  favor;  and  soon  acquired  an 
extensive  influence,  both  as  a man  and  a minister.’  In  1788, 
the  Rev.  Isaac  Keith,  who  had  been  previously  settled  over 
the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Alexandria,  D.  C,  was  associated 
with  him  in  the  pastoral  office;  though  there  were  two  places 
of  worship  belonging  to  the  congregation  in  which  the  two 
pastors  alternately  officiated. 

In  1793,  Mr.  Hollingshead  was  honored  with  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Divinity  from  the  College  of  New  Jersey. 

Dr.  Hollingshead  continued  in  the  active  discharge  of  his 
duties  till  March,  1815,  when  he  suddenly  lost,  in  a great 
measure,  his  power  of  recollection,  while  engaged  in  the 
public  service  of  the  Sabbath.  In  connection  with  this,  he 
suffered  great  depression  of  spirits  ; and,  early  in  the  sum- 
mer, traveled  into  the  Northern  States,  in  the  hope  that  his 
malady  might  yield  to  rest  and  relaxation.  He  returned 
home  in  December  following  without  having  exf>erienced  any 
essential  relief;  and  from  that  time  he  continued  in  a low  and 
declining  state,  until  the  26th  of  January,  1817,  when  he 
closed  his  earthly  career,  aged  sixty-eight  years  and  three 
months. 

Dr.  Hollingshead  published  a sermon  on  the  new  meeting 
house,  1787;  a sermon  on  the  advantages  of  public  worship, 
1794;  a sermon  cornmemorativ'-e  of  General  Moultrie,  1805. 

He  was  married  to  a sister  of  the  Rev.  Daniel  M’Calla,  but 
they  had  no  cliildren. 

“ In  stature,”  says  the  Rev.  William  States  Lee,  who  was 
reared  under  Dr.  Hollingshead’s  pastoral  care,  *’  he  was  not 
much  above  medium  height ; but  was  remarkably  dignified  in 
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his  deportment.  His  features  were  very  regular  and  attractive  ; 
his  manners  combined  the  apparently  opposite  qualities  of 
great  refinement  and  Christian  simplicity.  So  great  was  his 
influence  among  the  people  of  his  charge  during  the  first 
years  of  his  ministry  in  Charleston,  and  so  marked  was  their 
attachment  to  him,  that  he  was  tauntingly  spoken  of  by  many 
in  other  denominations  as  “ the  white  meetingers’  Saviour.’^ 
He  maintained  a distinguished  reputation  for  biblical  knowl- 
edge, piety,  and  eloquence,  to  the  close  of  life.  His  manner 
in  the  pulpit  was  earnest  and  impressive.  He  spoke  like  one 
who  felt  deeply  his  responsibility  to  God,  who  truly  estimated 
the  value  of  the  soul,  and  whose  ardent  love  to  God  and  man 
cause  him  to  forget  himself  in  his  efforts  to  advance  the  inter- 
ests of  Christ’s  Kingdom. 

In  his  intercourse  with  his  fellow-men  he  was  urbane  and 
courteous.  Never  forgetting  what  was  due  to  his  office,  and 
what  was  reasonably  expected  of  him  as  a Christian  and  a 
Christian  minister,  his  cheerfulness,  and  mildness,  and  un- 
affected interest  in  the  welfare  of  all,  rendered  his  character 
peculiarly  attractive,  and  his  company  exceedingly  welcome 
to  persons  of  all  ages.  His  pastoral  intercourse  was  charac- 
terized by  tenderness  and  fidelity.  Prepared  at  all  times  tO’ 
advise,  direct,  commend,  and  even  censure,  if  need  be,  in  a 
manner  peculiarly  his  own,  he  could  check  the  presumptuous 
without  repelling  them,  and  encourage  the  timid  or  despond- 
ing without  bringing  to  their  view  any  false  ground  of  de- 
pendence. Christ  and  Him  crucified,  the  sinner’s  hope,  the 
Christian’s  example  and  life,  was  the  theme  that  seemed  ever 
present  to  his  mind,  both  in  public  and  in  private. 

The  following  inscription  to  his  memory  was  to  be  found 
on  a mural  monument  on  the  eastern  wall  of  the  Church  (pre- 
vious to  the  conflagration  of  i86[),  to  the  left  of  the  pulpit  as 
one  should  approach  it : 

Sacred  to  tlie  memory 
of  the 

Rev.  William  Hollinoshead,  D.  D. 

This  venerable  servant  of  God 
AVas  tlie  Senior  Pastor 
Of  the  Independent  Church,  in  tliis  City, 

Nearly  one-third  of  a century. 

After  a long  and  afflicting  illness, 

Sustained  with  the  most  pious  resignation, 

He  was  called  to  the  joy  of  his  Lord, 

On  the  26th  day  of  Januar}',  A.  D.  1817, 

In  the  6Sth  year  of  his  age. 


■ IV  • ',  -V  < '•  V c'.’  •!  , - '?  -iv  ; : Vv'K vA 


pa  ia"f 

•«-,'*:■•*  Jr.  *;■»  il  ■■(/.■»  i . 'V'  ; i,.'i''' TXi '^*2'^* 


: dy'il^raUs  j 

>:A  a.:,.rl)(wp  'Pv  boi|ltfSji64"S444*S^^^ 

''’1l  . % IT..  ''>  i.  •' <•  ''/A  ^ ^ 


, j 11  '■-’■■  ' ,^d j 03nlgiij « n f i.o, tifsimrtm 

-.';>r(i  ,,;,  b,V?i  jw~N..rf-,*,n  ,,f  <^^,)>,mn  errf'ld'i.lis#^] 

- f .h  w/Ms/fp.  i f^p^.,i^n^fu,J?v^:.  bre.fn£}d»<ir^’^'^ 

'''''  bnG  /{jiiUj 


<{7<tj  •••»tw  •:•■>■;)  i\(i  i/sH' orf-vr^Sa^ 

;,  bt,H  h-M.)  <:•)■  V-.  -;4  ,UK»b  if;  jWihj  hoK  Jijm  10  W I^V 'Wi ' ' ‘^^ 

bjjidX  ■fi'iaiT'dD  to 

a./'fi  *»(,{.  'A'i>|f»}  s/al  fitiw.  wio  WJlJif  ei:«f:7ll 

u.  ,..  .vi.  , , . t.'  ■ ' *S;  ‘'9 


■*.'i1'l:r  ..;;;<'ji|'!\;»  .ij;}  'aUf> 

;■  )j(!‘  nu<  r-^'-hi}  j 4 f'j,>  rr^'i  1<.>  h'ylz^pqx'iif  vl'ii;.n^»«:i 


^ , »-  V— 

■A't  -,(Aa  .'Wi.T’fjr.lUf'f'/  ;;u'i,«,  fffl 


^i.,a5.,)!q  t,  ' ',  V l;I{,1!!',  :io/  yiidif&‘w  '!);(i;j  fit? 

-Ji- v'^  v^'  i(i»\5!JO.'3 '!•.;■  ;h»i  i<W lf.ihv;i  sl'fi  1)>;  >»fiOftiaq^^ 

_t>v,tif?;it'ii:7r/  n:»v^)  b.rtu  ^ {juv ^>/d mrpa ; 


■'jj/’'fML':>  y'^'v/ 
fj  fki  i'itil 


i 


J,/|.;I  -Ao^eb  biino  •■?»il  ,<»v/D-ai'd  yiy«ifiyt»-U' 

. Y'(Ui:  ffv^jlv'  ibd'j'  'of  l^nlq'iind  i’» w ;i<r v/ ' 


s>d:J  ,:x^of{  .4i  tsirmi,.'  jif{j  ,b‘>r^l;;i|:nD  ajiH  0««..  je'ii.rfD-  ,»>nobrti 


iV:j'iu’<o;uv;.  ijidii  0dj  b/i4  4o«ft»’ja,i».Vrt«Ji«h]OS 


-^waivt  fld  vf  ^nl^ollot' ' 

■•..’  H? ' jrjl.-jji  J.  ^»,/ij  bv  .r  t00W»ioo.m  iKK/fH.  Wj 


u 


■''';'''\;t^  Pdf.'iA.  ' '"  ',4 

v(l  M ,<f  a'!iriuia^jj,tu4lf  7/  ,.vo)t 

bO'^  •»■  ,'tu'-:i.ii^  «.W 


••■  -•■  •■"  F • r y ^ 73, ^ l|, 

|i»A.tf’S*^  ;4,.  ,',n>'  ■'PiWlK'l 


L. 


f ll'  ■ fmA''  M^ii)itA  • ;t:. 

'itUii'Ls  3Mi^>,Ktt..,H4:,ii/y<ti-«  K*k»<.t«(i4.«>,*i 


iiiaa 


I h'A 


1810-1820.] 


TWO  PLACES  OF  WORSHIP. 


199 


He  was  blessed  with  a meek 
And  gentle  spirit, 

Which  peculiarly  qualified  him 
To  be  a teacher  of  the  benevolent  doctrines 
Of  his  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ. 

He  was  fervent  in  prayer, 

Earnest  and  eloquent  in  his  public  discourses, 
And  eminently  persuasive  and  consoling, 

In  his  pastoral  visits  to  the  sick 
And  the  afflicted. 

His  active  beneficence,  ardent  piety. 

His  humility,  blended  with  mild  dignity, 
And  his  faithful  labors  in  the  ministry. 
Greatly  endeared  him  to  his  own  people. 
And  procured  him  the  respect  of  others. 


His  Congregation,  deeply  sensible  of  his  great  worth, 

And  of  their  severe  loss, 

Erect  this  monument  to  the  memory 
Of  their  beloved  Pastor. 

In  the  year  1814.  a few  months  only  having  elapsed  since 
the  death  of  Dr.  Keith,  the  church  called  Mr.  Palmer  to 
become  their  pastor  as  colleague  with  Dr.  Hollingshead. 
The  next  year  he  was  honored  with  the  title  of  D.  D.  by 
the  College  of  South  Carolina.  During  the  decade  of  which 
we  now  speak  there  were  published  of  his  the  following  ser- 
mons : Gratitude  and  Penitence  recommended  from  the 

united  consideration  of  national  judgments;  a Sermon  de- 
livered on  a day  appointed  for  humiliation,  thanksgiving  and 
prayer  in  Charleston,  1814;  the  Signs  of  the  Times  discussed 
and  improved;  two  Sermons  delivered  in  the  Independent 
Church,  Charleston,  1816  ; a charge  at  the  ordination  of 
Rev.  Jonas  King  and  Rev.  Alfred  Wright,  the  former  when 
he  was  ordained  as  City  Missionary  in  Charle.ston,  among 
the  seamen  and  others ; the  latter  as  a Missionarv  to  the 
Choctaw  Indians  in  1819;  a Sermon  on  the  Anniversary  of 
the  Sabbath  School  Association  in  Charleston,  1819. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  this  church,  though  incorpo- 
rated as  one  body,  consisted  of  two  congregations,  meeting 
in  two  distinct  places  of  worship,  the  house  popularly  known 
as  the  Circular  Church,  in  Meetinsf  street,  and  that  known  as 
the  Archdile  Stre.?t  Church;  that  they  were  served  by  two 
associate  or  colleague  pastors  who  officiated  in  the  respec- 
tive churches  alternately,  morning  and  evening.  Early  in 
the  spring  of  1815,  the  Rev.  Anthony  Foster,  who  had  been 
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preaching  for  some  short  time  in  the  Independent  Church  at 
Wappetaw,  in  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  Charleston,  and 
the  Church  on  John’s  Island,  was  engaged  as  a temporary 
supply  in  the  room  of  Dr.  Hollingshead,  whose  age  and  infir- 
mities forbade  the  expectation  that  he  would  ever  be  able  to 
resume  his  labors.  In  the  autumn  of  this  year  he  was  at- 
tacked with  hemorrhage  of  the  lungs  and  did  not  resume  his 
labors  till  sometime  in  the  Spring  of  i8i6.  In  January  of 
the  next  year,  as  we  have  seen,  Dr.  Hollingshead  died. 

Mr.  Foster  was  born  in  the  County  of  Brunswick,  in  North 

Carolina,  January  i ith,  1785.  His  father  dying  when  he  was 

yet  a child,  his  education  was  provided  for  by  his  guardian, 

who  sent  him  and  his  brother  to  the  Universitv  of  North 

¥ 

Carolina  where  they  entered  the  preparatory  school,  he  being 
at  this  time  but  twelve  years  of  age.  He  resided  at  this  insti- 
tution for  five  years  and  at  the  advice  of  friends  commenced 
the  study  of  law.  But  he  was  found  to  be  poring  over 
volumes  of  theology  which  chance  threw  in  his  way,  rather 
than  perusing  Blackstone  or  Coke.  His  health  failing, 
through  this  too  sedentary  life,  under  the  advice  of  friends  he 
accepted  an  Ensign’s  commission  in  the  army,  bearing  date 
March,  1804.  He  was  stationed  on  the  Western  frontier  of 
Georgia,  was  promoted  to  a Lieutenancy  and  had  the  reputa- 
tion of  a brave,  correct  and  active  officer  until  October,  1806, 
when  he  resigned  and  retired  from  the  service.  He  was  then 
foraseas%)'.i  employed  in  the  United  States  Factory  estab- 
lished at  the  fort  where  he  had  been  stationed,  and  then 
returned  to  his  legal  studies  at  Milledgeville.  After  some 
time  thus  spent  he  was  attacked  with  a severe  illness  from 
which  he  never  fully  recovered.  He  then  returned  to  Noith 
Carolina  and  became  private  secretary  to  General  B.  Smith, 
his  former  guardian,  who  was  at  that  time,  1810,  Governor  of 
the  State.  Here  his  desire  returned  to  dedicate  himself  to 
the  preaching  of  the  Gospel.  With  this  view  he  became  as- 
sistant teacher  in  the  Raleigh  Academy,  under  the  Rev.  Dr. 
McPheeters,  who  was  its  principal,  and  at  the  same  time 
pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Raleigh.  Early  in  1815 
he  was  licensed  as  a preacher  by  Orange  Presbytery,  and  till 
November  of  that  year  officiated  as  a voluntary  Missionary 
in  various  parts  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia.  He  was 
married  in  December,  1813,  to  Miss  Altona  H.  Gales, 
daughter  of  Mr.  Joseph  Gales,  of  Raleigh,  and  sister  of  Mr. 
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Gales,  afterwards  of  Washington  City.  She  was  born  in 
Altona,  in  Holstein,  and  her  full  name  was  Altona  Holstein 
Gales. 

Mr.  Forster  was  a man  of  popular  manners  and  very  con- 
siderable talent.  So  far  as  his  theological  education  was ' 
concerned,  it  had  been  in  the  Calvanistic  faith,  and  the  creeds 
and  discipline  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  he  must  have 
assented  to,  or  he  could  not  have  been  authorized  by  it  to 
preach  the  Gospel.  But  he  could  not  have  been  a thorough 
and  well-read  theologian.  And  when  he  came  under  the 
personal  influence  of  a Unitarian  friend,  in  the  City  of  Charles- 
ton, he  was  led  to  adopt,  more  or  less,  his  opinions,  and  to 
favor  doctrines  which  are  subversive  of  the  Gospel. 

The  following  history  of  these  ever-to-be-lamented  events 
is  compiled  from  the  narrative  of  a committee  appointed  July 
14th,  1817,  “to  collect,  collate  and  submit  a statement  of 
the  causes  which  led  to  a separation  of  this  congregation.” 

“ For  a time.”  say  this  committee,  “ his  preaching  and  con- 
duct won  greatly  upon  his  hearers,  while  his  pecuniary  cir- 
cumstances awakened  their  sympathy.  He  was  engaged  for 
the  church  at  the  small  annual  stipend  of  ^1,140,  which  was 
made  thus  narrow  by  the  necessity  of  continuinga  large  por- 
tion of  the  salary  of  Dr.  Hollingshead.  His  pecuniary 
necessities  were  relieved  from  private  sources.  But  the 
necessities  of  Dr.  Hollingshead  being  soon  after  provided  for 
by  the  Society  for  the  Relief  of  Disabled  Ministers,  Mr. 
Forster  had  placed  at  his  disposal  the  annual  sum  of  $2,140. 
The  death  of  Dr.  H.  created  a vacancy  which  the  existing 
engagement  with  Mr.  F.  could  not  be  construed  to  embrace. 

It  was,  however,  no  less  necessary  that  some  person  should 
officiate  as  a teinpovaiy  supply,  on  the  same  terms  as  before 
stated.  The  members  and  supporters  gave  another  evidence 
of  respect  for  Mr.  F.  by  a unanimous  election  of  him  to  fill 
this  new  vacancy.  The  second  contract  with  Mr.  F.  was 
of  the  ordinary  duration,  and  so  prevalent  was  the  opinion 
that  he  would  succeed  as  co-pastor,  that  the  course  indicated 
by  the  Constitution,  and  similarly  pursued  on  similar  occa- 
sions, was  not  resorted  to.  It  was  durin«i  this  latter  en- 
gagement  that  some  of  his  discourses  awakened  apprehensions 
of  the  unsoundness  of  his  principles  in  the  minds  of  the  most 
intelligent  and  discerning  members  of  the  congregation. 
These  impressions  w'ere  received  with  caution  and  uttered 
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with  hesitation.  Such  was  the  delicacy  observed  towards 
him,  and  such  the  confidence  of  the  church  in  him,  that  the 
day  for  the  election  of  co-pastor  was  already  announced  and 
not  one  effort  essayed  to  obtain  another  candidate.  On  the 
day  appointed  for  the  election,  the  members  and  supporters 
of  the  church  were  convened.  Pursuant  to  the  letter  and 
spirit  of  the  Constitution,  the  members  in  communion  first 
assembled  to  determine  on  the  expediency  of  proceedinj^ 
forthwith  to  elect  a co-pastor,  an  election  which  they  well 
knew,  for  the  causes  above  stated,  must  eventuate  in  favor  of 
Mr.  Forster.  While  thus  deliberating,  two  of  the  members 
stated  to  their  brethren  that,  to  satisfy  certain  doubts,  they 
had  waited  on  and  held  a personal  communication  with  Mr. 
F.,  the  result  of  which  was  a confirmation  of  those  opinions 
which  previously  existed  but  in  doubt ; and  further,  substan- 
tially declared  that  the  tenets  of  Mr.  Forster  were  at  variance 
with  those  adopted,  and  which  had  uniformly  obtained  in 
that  church;  and  they  sincerely  believed  that,  even  if  elected, 
he  would  not  subscribe  the  Constitution  and  articles  of  faith. 
This  important  communication  from  gentlemen  whose  vera- 
city was  above  suspicion,  and  whose  intelligence  and  zeal 
left  no  room  to  suppose  the  existence  of  error,  awakened  the 
most  poignant  reflections,  and  became  the  source  of  extreme 
embarrassment.  Could  they  imagine  that  he  who  had  been 
received  into  the  bosom  of  the  Church,  in  the  view  of  a 
written  constitution,  embracing  those  great  doctrinal  points 
or  articles  of  faith  which  had  been  interwoven  with  its  very 
existence  ; which  had  been  recently  reviewed  and  solemnly 
confirmed,  and  with  which  every  member  of  the  congregation 
was  supposed  to  be  conversant  ? Could  he  have  been  ignorant 
at  the  moment  of  his  acceptance  of  so  important  and  respon- 
sible a charge,  that  such  was  their  constitution,  such  their 
faith  ? 1 hey  were  aware  that  it  was  impossible.  Even 

ignorance,  under  such  circumstances,  was  culpable  and  with- 
out the  possibility  of  extenuation.  Could  he,  then,  possess 
ing  principles  hostile  to  both,  voluntarily  become  their 
spiritual  guide,  without  intending  secretly  to  sap  the  most 
venerable  and  beautiful  pillars  of  the  Institution? 

Mr.  F had  been  received  into  the  Church  in  the  true  spirit 
of  Christian  philanthropy.  It  had  in  advance,  and  while  he 
was  yet  a stranger,  bestowed  its  confidence  and  affection. 
Could  he,  in  return,  retain  those  principles  locked  up  in  his 
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own  bosom  until  his  increasing  popularity  should  awaken 
the  spirit  of  discord  and  erect  this  triumph  on  the  divisions 
of  the  church  ? Or  did  he  imagine  their  concealment  for  a 
time  essential  to  the  great  object  of  effecting  a gradual  change, 
and  having  once  set  afloat  the  immutable  principles  of  the 
church  on  the  tempestuous  ocean  of  theological  speculation, 
deign  graciously  to  Decome  their  pilot,  and  guide  them,  by 
the  polar  star  of  his  opinions,  to  a haven  of  more  security? 

Whatever  suggestion  this  intelligence  gave  birth  to,  con- 
strained them  either  to  impute  to  him  a conduct  so  wholly 
opposite  to  the  sacred  character  he  sustained — to  that 
correct  and  honorable  sentiment  which  must  ever  constitute 
and  give  dignity  to  that  character — or  to  regard  with  an  eye 
of  suspicion  a communication  which,  in  the  opinion  of  several, 
was  directly  confirmed  by  his  own  discourses. 

On  a review  of  this  conduct  the  mind  intuitively  pauses, 
and  the  question  is  iiresistibly  obtruded,  was  it  inhuman 
ingenuity  to  devise  a measure  more  liberal,  ingenuous  and 
respectful,  than  to  “ instruct  the  deacons  of  the  church  to 
inquire  and  ascertain  from  Mr.  Forster,  whether,  if  elected, 
he  would  subscribe  the  constitution  and  articles  of  faith?” 
The  only  known  candidate  was  represented  as  opposed  to 
that  constitution,  by  virtue  of  which  he  was  to  be  elected,  and 
to  that  faith  which  the  church  required  him  to  enforce  by 
precept  and  illustrate  by  example.  An  inquiry  into  the  fact 
was  indispensable,  because  enjoined  by  the  most  sacred  duty, 
and  a postponement  of  the  election  absolutely  necessary,  be- 
cause an  election  would  have  been  nugatory  and  void.  To 
whom,  then,  could  an  inquiry,  so  peculiar  in  its  character  and 
consequences,  have  been  so  properly  committed,  as  to  the 
responsible  and  solemnly  recognized  officers  of  the  church, 
the  deacons.  Having  adopted  these  measures,  the  supporters 
were  called  in,  and  the  chairman  announced  to  them,  that  the 
members  in  communion  deemed  it  inexpedient  to  proceed  at 
that  meeting  to  an  election  for  a co-pastor.  A motion  was 
then  made  by  one  of  the  supporters,  that  the  church  should 
pursue  its  usual  course  on  such  occasions,  and  that,  as  here- 
tofore, a committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  for  and  report  the 
names  of  suitable  clergymen  as  candidaiies  for  the  office  of 
co-pastor,  which  having  been  concurred  in,  the  meeting  ad- 
journed. 

Availing  themselves  of  the  earliest  moment,  the  deacons  ad- 
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dressed  a respectful  letter  to  Mr.  Forster,  to  which  they 
received  an  answer  of  a character  so  evasive,  that  they  would 
have  been  fully  justified  in  not  holding  any  further  communi- 
cation with  him,  and  in  reporting  these  proceedings  to  the 
church  ; but  a spirit  of  forbearance  prevailed,  and  a second 
was  addressed.  The  result  mortified  the  hopes  of  all  to  whom 
the  peace  of  the  church  was  dear.  The  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  for  a suitable  candidate,  also  wrote  to  Mr.  F.,  en- 
closing a copy  of  the  constitution,  and  requested  to  be  in- 
formed whether  he  would  become  a candidate  under  its 
provisions.  His  answer  to  this  communication  referred  to  his 
correspondence  with  the  deacons,  from  which  even  the  faintest 
ray  of  information  on  those  essential  points  sought  after  by 
the  church,  could  not  be  elicited. 

A few  days  subsequent  to  the  occurrences  just  developed 
he  addressed  a letter  lo  Mr.  Thos.  Jones,  the  venerable  chair- 
man of  the  church,  in  which  he  expatiated  at  length  on  the 
blasphemy  of  c}'eeds,  and  commenced  with  acrimony  on  those 
who  subscribed  to  them,  alluding  particularly  to  the  members 
of  the  church.  Nor  did  he  wait  the  effect  this  last  effort  was 
calculated  to  produce  on  the  minds  of  the  congregation,  but 
gave  it  to  the  public  in  punphlet  form.  To  temporize  was  to 
submit — replication  involving  doubt  was  inadmissible  ; under 
such  circumstances  even  forbearance  ceased  to  be  a virtue. 
The  adherents  to  the  constitution  and  faith  of  the  church  were 
importunately  required  to  act,  and  at  a numerous  meeting  of 
the  members  and  supporters  immediately  subsequent,  the 
connection  between  the  church  and  Mr.  F.  was  solemnly  dis- 
solved. Hence  arose  that  division  which  eventuated  in  the 
separation  of  the  congregation  and  of  the  two  churches.  That 
in  Archdale  Street  was  yielded  to  the  advocates  of  Mr.  F., 
that  in  Meeting  Street  to  those  who  adhered  to  the  constitution 
and  faith  of  the  church. 

For  the  motives  which  induced  a unanimous  vote  on  the 
question  of  separation,  the  views  which  governed  the  opposite 
party,  and  for  embodying  much  valuable  information  relative 
to  this  interesting  occurrence,  your  committee  take  the  liberty 
of  embracing  in  their  report  a report  of  a committee  who  were 
appointed  to  carry  into  effect  and  arrange  the  several  matters 
growing  out  of  a division  of  the  churches,  and  which  was 
made  to  a select  meeting  of  the  friends  and  adherents  to  the 
Constitution,  as  follows  ; 
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“ This  meeting  has  been  solicited  by  the  committee  who 
consider  themselves  the  representatives  of  the  friends  and 
adherents  of  the  constitution  of  the  church.  The  motives  are 
to  have  a free  conference  on  the  state  of  the  church,  without 
being  controlled  by  the  presence  of  thpse  who,  unhappily  for 
the  church,  have  organized  a violent  opposition  to  its  rules 
and  constitution.  The  present  state  of  this  church  is  beyond 
all  example  in  its  past  history  critical  and  ominous. 

A large  portion  of  worshipers  have  leagued  with  a floating 
mass  composed  of  persons  who  claim  to  have  a voice,  but 
whose  voices,  until  now,  have  not  been  heard  in  the  concerns 
of  the  church,  and  who,  neither  by  attendance  on  worship, 
nor  by  contributing  to  its  support,  have  ever  manifested  any 
extraordinary  interest.  It  is  not  to  be  disguised  that  the 
party  at  present  opi)Osed  to  the  constitution  of  the  church  is 
composed  of  various  materials  and  that  they  are  influenced 
by  various  motives.  A portio)i  of  them,  and  not  a small  por- 
tion, have  sprung  from  a party  heretofore  subsisting  on  the 
lifetime  of  our  late  venerable  pastors.  Others  are  influenced 
by  personal  attachments  to  Mr.  F.  and  others  by  religious 
opinions,  conforming  to  those  he  is  supposed  to  possess  and 
which  have  decided  this  church  to  withdraw  from  him  their 
support. 

Others  there  may  be  who,  partaking  of  none  of  those 
motives,  have  been  driven  by  that  wayward  spirit  of  opposi- 
tion too  often  found  among  men,  and  others  drawn  in  by  the 
personal  influence  of  the  zealous.  Various  as  may  be  the 
motives  of  this  party  there  is  one  point  in  which  they  all 
agree,  either  to  divide  these  churches  or  to  upturn  them  from 
their  foundations.  They  were  to  have  taken  the  most  effec- 
tual means  of  securing  united  counsels  and  of  acting  with 
combined  force  on  these  their  favorite  points.  They  have  not 
left  the  men  of  their  party  to  that  freedom  of  will  which 
seeks  the  line  of  prudence  in  free  and  common  discussion  at 
a fair  church  meeting,  but  they  meet  separate  and  apart,  hear 
arguments  on  one  side  only,  and  resolve  before  hand  what 
they  will  do,  before  they  meet  their  other  brethren  of  the 
church. 

To  deliberate  under  such  circumstances  is  nugatory.  They 
come  not  to  deliberate,  but  to  act.  This  was  sufiflciently 
manifested  at  the  last  church  meeting,  which  must  be  fresh  in 
every  one’s  recollections.  The  result  of  that  meeting  showed 
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what  extremities  the  affairs  of  this  church  are  fast  ap- 
proaching. 

Your  committee  felt  deeply  the  importance  of  the  charge 
and  the  weight  of  responsibility  under  which  they  acted. 
They  could  not  but  perceive  that  what  might  be  done  was 
pregnant  with  great  effects  on  this  church  and  on  posterity  ; 
that  it  was  to  be  reviewed  by  their  cotemporaries  and  looked 
back  to  by  posterity  with  censure  or  approbation.  They  felt 
themselves  bound,  therefore,  to  suppress  theirpassion  or  indig- 
nation at  what  had  passed,  and  taking  a long  view  of  the 
actual  state  of  the  church,  from  whatever  cause  it.  had  arisen, 
concert  such  measures  as  promised  to  diminish,  if  not  eradi- 
cate present  evils,  and  leave  an  open  door  of  hope  for  more 
prosp-erity  and  harmony  in  future.  It  is  manifest  that  this 
could  be  done  only  by  union  or  disunion  ; that  is  by  again 
harmonizing  present  parties  under  the  present  constitution  of 
the  church,  or  by  separating  the  congregation  into  the  two 
distinct  churches,  so  that  each  might  be  organized  by  itself, 
without  interfering  with  one  another.  It  is  needless  to  tell 
this  meeting  how  more  than  hooeless,  how  utt-jrly  imprac- 
ticable it  was  to  attempt  the  first.  Independently  of  all  other 
considerations,  the  party  in  opposition  had  so  completely 
identified  their  cause  with  that  of  Mr.  Forster  that  nothing 
short  of  his  being  brought  in  as  co-pastor  of  both  churches, 
could  have  met  their  concurrence. 

It  is  superfluous  to  state,  how  perfectly  repugnant  this 
would  be  to  those  whom  we  represented.  Measures 
had  gone  too  far  on  both  sides  for  Mr.  F.,  ev^er  to  have  be- 
come a bond  of  union.  To  sit  again  under  the  ministry  of  a 
man,  not  only  more  than  suspected  of  being  erroneous  in 
the  fiith,  but  who,  with  a most  unsparing  hand  had  lavished 
grossest  abuse  upon  the  living  signers  of  the  constitution  of 
the  Church,  and  the  memory  of  those  who  had  died  in  the 
faith  of  it,  was  abhorrent  to  every  principle. 

To  agree  to  differ,  was  the  only  alternative,  or  to  wage  a 
war  of  doubtful  issue.  When  your  committee  say,  of  doubtful 
issue,  they  mean  to  say  doubtful  on  which  side  victory  would 
be  found.  But  in  one  respect  this  issue  is  not  at  all  doubtful, 
for  let  the  victory  settle  where  it  might,  it  would  be  a grievous 
or  disastrous  victory,  one  to  be  bewailed  by  victors  and  van- 
quished. 

If  the  friends  of  the  constitution  maintained  the  ascendency. 
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they  would  maintain  their  favorite  constitution,  it  is  true, 
but  they  would  empty  both  Churches  of  a very  large  number 
of  effeQtive  members.  These  would  go  away  and  rear  a hostile 
Church,  the  germ  of  endless  animosity,  leaving  this  Church 
reduced,  wounded  and  bleeding  in  every  part.  It  is  no  trifling 
consideration  too,  that  this  state  of  things  would  rear  the 
demon  of  discord  in  the  bosom  of  private  families.  How 
many  cases  are  there,  where  the  nearest  connection,  not  ex- 
cepting husband  and  wife,  differ  from  one  another.  In  the 
best  issue  therefore  to  which  the  contest  might  or  could  be 
brought,  we  should  have  much  to  lament  and  regret  as  indi- 
viduals— and  much  as  a Church.  How  deeply  would  it  suffer 
in  its  friends  and  in  its  vital  interests,  it  is  impossible  to  fore- 
tell, It  is  even  to  be  apprehended  that  it  might  lose,  not 
only  the  whole  body  of  the  vanqui-hed  party,  but  that  others 
either  from  personal  connection  with  them  or  from  uneasiness 
of  mind,  would  seek  peace  in  the  bosom  of  some  other 
Churches.  Many  years  at  least  must  roll  away,  perhaps  the 
present  generation  must  pass,  before  the  Church  would  re- 
cover. If  our  principal  fears  and  alarms  are  from  the  hazzard 
of  organizing  a Socinian  Church  in  this  city,  that  event  would 
be  at  least  as  certain  in  the  issue  we  are  now  contemplating, 
as  in  any  other  that  might  occur.  Opposition  is  souietimes 
the  parent,  but  always  the  nurse  of  Sectarianism.  The  pas- 
sions of  men  always  nnngle  with  their  principles,  whether 
political  or  religious,  and  never  fail  to  push  those  principles 
further,  and  give  them  more  activity  and  effect  than  they 
would  ever  have  attained  by  their  own  accord.  Men  may, 
through  spite  and  opposition,  become  rooted  and  confirmed, 
where,  if  left  to  their  cool  and  dispassionate  judgment,  they 
would  have  forsaken  the  soil  into  which  they  had  become 
transplanted  in  the  first  moments  of  schism.  It  is  very  cer- 
tain that  a great  many  of  the  present  adherents  of  Mr.  Forster 
profess  to  disbelieve  the  facts  of  his  being  of  Arian  or  Socin- 
ian principles,  and  some  have  declared  that  if  it  turn  out 
otherwise,  they  will  forsake  him.  How  many  would  adhere 
to  him  after  his  avowal  of  these  principles,  and  whether  there 
would  be  a number  sufficient  to  maintain  a distinct  church, 
it  is  difficult  to  say.  But  of  one  thing  we  may  be  certain, 
that  the  number  will  be  greater  when  the  establishment  is 
made  through  the  medium  of  angry  passions,  than  when  it 
springs  from  the  unaided  force  of  mere  opinion. 
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If  the  character  and  views  of  Mr.  Forster  are  not  greatly- 
mistaken, ' he  will  be  more  governed  by  the  necessity  of  a 
parochial  establishment  than  by  his  zeal  for  revolutionizing 
the  theological  opinions  of  the  public  ; and  if  he  finds,  as 
we  trust  the  truth  is,  that  the  favorers  of  those  opinions  are 
comparatively  few,  the  opinions  will  be  submerged,  and  we 
shall  hear  nothing  of  them.  But  let  us  for  a moment  reverse 
the  scene  and  suppose  the  possible  case,  that  the  other  party 
shall  obtain  a constitutional  majority,  and  be  proud  in  pos- 
session of  a complete  victory.  Then  they  will  have  it  in 
their  power  to  alter  the  whole  constitution — to  e.xpunge  all 
articles  of  faith,  to  abolish  everything  that  distinguishes  this 
Church  from  any  other,  and  to  bring  to  the  communion  table 
any  man  of  any  sect  who  merely  professes  to  believe  the  Scrip- 
tures. It  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  principles  avowed  and  pub- 
lished by  Mr.  Forster  go  most  decidedly  that  whole  length.  His 
publication  is  their  text-book,  and  what  would  be  the  result 
of  this?  It  must  drive  our  present  pastor  out  of  the  pulpit, 
the  body  of  the  communicants  and  a large  portion  of  the 
supporters  from  the  church  forever,  and  both  buildings  become 
the  temple  of  every  sect,  as  mixed  and  heterogenous  as  the 
audience  of  a theatre.  Should  the  heat  of  the  triumphant 
party  abate  a little  when  the  paroxysm  of  triumph  is  over, 
they  might  deign  to  allow  us  to  collect  in  the  Archdale  Street 
Church.  The  qualified  negative  of  the  body  of  the  com- 
municants, that  most  valuable  protecting  principle,  would 
probably  be  abolished  in  both  churches;  for  the  party  possess 
great  hostility  to  it.  Indeed,  so  much  darkness  and  horror 
surround  the  church  in  this  event  of  things  that  it  is  equally 
difficult  and  painful  to  anticipate  the  result.  If  this  result 
should  not  be  the  worst  that  could  occur,  it  would  not  be 
for  the  want  of  mischievous  passion  to  work  the  engine  of 
destruction.  And  if  the  future  situation  of  the  constitutional 
worshippers  should  be  better  than  our  fears,  they  must  enjoy 
it  under  the  humiliating  sense  that  they  owe  it  to  the 
clemency  and  concession  of  the  dominant  party.  There  is  a 
third  result  to  which  the  contest  might  be  brought,  perhaps 
full  as  probable,  and  not  less  disastrous  in  its  consequences 
than  either  that  has  been  contemplated. 

Our  opposers  might  obtain  a decided  majority  at  the  church 
meeting,  though  not  quite  a majority  of  all  the  voting  mem- 
bers of  the  church.  To  what  extremity  they  would  carry 
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their  power  under  the  passion  now  excited  and  the  aggrava- 
tions that  would  attend  the  struggle  it  is  difficult  to  say  and 
painful  to  anticipate.  They  would  probably  leave  nothing 
undone  that  is  constitutionally  in  the  power  of  a majority  to 
do.  calculated  to  draw  the  minority  into  terms  of  their  pre- 
scribing. But  as  men,  when  possessed  of  power  and  strong- 
ly excited  do  not  always  measure  their  steps  by  the  rules  of 
legitimate  right,  they  might  seize  one  or  the  other  of  the 
churches  for  their  favorite  minister,  and  leave  us  to  contest 
the  question  of  right  in  the  courts  of  law.  They  might  flatter 
themselves  that  we  would  submit  to  almost  anything,  rather 
than  embrace  a long  contested,  and  acrimonious  and  distract- 
ing litigation,  or  that  our  ranks  w^ould  become  thinned  while 
the  contest  lasted,  while  they  would  be  in  possession,  and  not 
without  the  chances  of  a sufflcient  number  of  individuals  join- 
ing their  party,  for  the  sake  of  putting  an  end  to  so  painful 
and  unprofitable  a controversy.  In  the  meantime  the  shep- 
herd might  be  drawn  away  and  the  flock  scattered — the  foun- 
dations of  the  ancient  and  venerable  church  torn  up — the 
aged  worshipper  driven  from  the  sanctuary  and  left  to  mourn 
between  the  porch  and  altar. 

Your  committee  could  not  contemplate  either  of  these 
results  with  minds  prepared  to  embrace  them.  Neither  re- 
sentment, nor  indignation,  nor  zeal  for  victory,  nor  any  nor 
all  personal  considerations  could  stimulate  them  to  put  so 
much  to  hazard.  They  had  a meeting  bythemselves  prior  to 
the  joint  meeting,  and  taking  a calm  and  solemn  view  of  the 
state  of  things,  they  resolved  upon  the  expedient  of  dividing 
the  congregation,  if  they  should  find  the  party  ready  to  go 
into  the  measure  on  proper  principles.  They  saw  that  some 
difficulties  in  detail  might  occur,  but  they  were  not  of  such  a 
nature,  but  they  might  not  be  adjusted  either  by  previous 
arrangement  or  by  individual  negotiations.” 

The  result  that  was  reached  at  last  was  that  the  two 
churches  or  congregations  of  Archdale  and  Meeting  Streets 
should  be  separated  wholly,  and  be  thereafter  established  as 
independent  churches  with  power  to  elect  their  own  Pastors, 
and  that  the  church  in  Meeting  Street  should  be  liable  for 
two-thirds  and  that  in  Archdale  Street  for  one-third  of  the 
church  debt,  which  liability  of  Archdale  Street  Church  should 
be  a condition  in  the  deed  of  conveyance  of  said  church. 
After  the  separation  some  89  male  members  were  found 
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adhering  to  the  Circular  Church,  and  63  to  the  Archdale 
Street  Church.  A number  of  the  member.s,  e.specially  female 
members,  returned  to  the  Circular  Church  and  some  left  both 
churches  for  other  churches  of  the  Presbyterian  faith  or  of 
other  denominations  that  had  not  been  involved  in  this 
strife, 

Mr.  Forster  had  addressed  a letter  to  the  Presbytery  of 
Harmony,  covering  his  dismission  from  the  Presbytery  of 
Orange  to  put  hiniself  under  the  care  of  that  Presbytery. 
This  letter  came  before  Presbytery  on  the  28th  of  October, 
1814.  Presbytery  appointed  him  as  a supply  to  the  churches 
of  Charleston  and  Beaufort  Districts  and  appointed  a meeting 
for  his  ordination.  This  was  held  on  the  19th  of  November, 
1814,  and  on  the  next  day  his  ordination  as  an  Evangelist 
took  place  in  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  city  of 
Charleston,  Dr.  Leland  preaching  the  sermon  from  i Tim.  iv. 
16:  “Take  heed  to  thyself  and  to  thy  doctrine;  continue  in 
them,  for  in  so  doing  thou  shalt  both  save  thyself  and  them 
that  hear  thee,”  Mr.  Forster’s  name  appears  on  the  minutes 
of  Presbytery  until  April  30th,  1817.  In  a letterto  the  Mod- 
erator dated  April  29,  1815,  he  announced  his  declination  of 
its  jurisdiction  on  the  ground  of  “the  inconsistency’’  of  the 
Presbyterian  “system  of  Church  government  with  our  civil 
institutions — with  our  habits  and  our  mode  of  thinking  on 
other  subjects;  its  establishment  of  a tribunal,  by  whose  de- 
cisions the  exercise  of  private  judgment  is  fettered,  and  by 
which  a difference  of  opinion  might  be  tested  as  involving  as 
much  of  a crime  as  a violation  of  moral  duty,”  little  remem- 
bering that,  “What  think  you  of  Christ?”  was  the  searching 
question  of  our  Saviour,  the  an.swer  to  which  involved  the 
moral  character  and  eternal  destinies  of  man.  In  November 
of  the  same  }^ear  the  following  overture  was  made  to  the 
Synod  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  for  their  decision  : 
“What  shall  be  done  in  a case  when  a man  places  himself 
under  the  care  of  Presbytery,  professed  our  doctrines  and 
consents  to  our  Government,  receives  ordination,  and  thus 
becomes  a member,  afterward  renounces  our  government, 
rejects  our  doctrines,  preaches  heresy  and  demands  a regular 
dismission  ?”  The  Synod  directed  that  the  Presbytery  should 
“proceed  with  such  persons  as  directed  and  authorized  by  the 
Book  of  Discipline.’’  The  final  action  of  the  Presbytery  of 
Harmony  at  Columbia,  April  30th,  1817,  was  as  follows  : 
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“Whereas,  Rev.  Anthony  Forster  having  at  our  last  Spring 
session,  brought  forward  and  submitted  to  Presbytery  a 
written  document  in  which  he  declined  the  authority  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  in  consequence  of  conscientious  scru- 
ples as  to  the  scriptural  authority  of  its  discipline,  and  where- 
as he  voluntarily  declined  availing  himself  of  whatever  rights 
and  advantages  he  considered  himself  entitled  to  from  said 
declinature  for  soine  time.  It  is  therefore  hereby 

Resolved,  That  the  said  Anthony  Forster  be  and  he  is  here- 
by dismissed  from  all  connection  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  United  States  of  America,  and  that  his  name 
be  stricken  from  the  records  of  this  Presbytery  as  a member 
thereof’’  MS.  Min.  Vol.  I.,  p.  259—270. 

During  the  short  period  which  intervened  between  the  dis- 
continuance of  Mr.  Forster’s  connection  with  the  co-ordinate 
churches  or  church,  worshipping  in  Meeting  and  Archdale 
Streets,  he  preached  to  crowded  auditories  which  assembled 
in  the  Hall  of  the  South  Carolina  Society,  drawn  thither  in 
part  by  the  excitement  of  this  controversy.  But  when  the 
final  decision  wa.s  made,  his  friends,  to  whom  the  possession 
of  the  church  in  Archdale  Street  was  accorded,  organized 
under  the  name  of  the  Second  Independent  Church  in 
Charleston,  but  which  has  since  been  known  properly  as  the 
Unitarian  Church. 

Such  was  the  unforeseen  result  of  the  device  set  on  foot  by 
William  Tennent  before  the  Revolution,  to  provide  increased 
church  accommodations  tor  the  city  of  Charleston,  involving 
a colleague  pastorship  and  two  places  of  worship,  and  two 
congregations  under  one  independent  ecclesiastical  organiza- 
tion. It  was  during  this  same  decade,  1810-1820,  that  the 
memorable  and  open  avowal  of  Unitarianism  in  the  Congre- 
gational Churches  in  Massachusetts  took  place. 

Mr.  Forster  spent  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1817,  while 
the  fever  was  raging  so  fatally  in  Charleston,  at  the  North, 
where  he  was  sick  in  Philadelphia.  Returning  in  December, 
he  continued  his  labors  most  of  the  winter.  The  next  sum- 
mer was,  in  like  manner,  spent  at  the  North  in  pursuit  of 
health.  His  last  sermon  was  preached  on  the  7th  of  March, 
1819.  He  remained  with  his  people  till  May,  1820,  when  he 
went  with  his  family  to  Raleigh,  N.  C.,  where,  after  nine 
months  of  almost  insensible  decline,  he  died  on  the  morning 
of  January  i8th,  1820.  A brother  of  his,  who  had  no  sym- 
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pathy  with  his  errors,  has  been  long  a worthy,  honored  and 
useful  minister  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  A vol- 
ume of  Mr.  Forster’s  sermons,  with  a memoir  of  his  life,  was 
published  at  Raleigh  in  1821  ; pp.  335,  8vo. 

The  Independent  or  Congregational  Church  op  Wappe- 
TAW,  in  Christ  Church  Parish  after  the  death  of  Dr.  McCalla, 
in  April  1809,  appears  to  have  remained  vacant  for  some 
time,  and  dependent  upon  such  casual  services  as  could  be 
obtained  from  neighbouring  Clergymen.  Near  the  close  of 
theyear  1813,  they  invited  the  Rev.  Anthony  Forster,  of  whom 
we  have  spoken  in  the  preceding  pages,  who  had,  in  the  early 
part  of  that  year,  been  licensed  by  the  Presbytery  of  Orange 
at  its  meeting  in  Raleigh,  to  settle  with  them  as  their  pastor. 
This  invitation  he  was  induced  to  accept  and  he  removed 
early  in  January  1814.  with  his  wife  to  whom  he  had  been  re 
cently  married,  into  the  bounds  of  the  congregation  to  enter 
upon  the  duties  of  this  charge.  But  he  discovered  the  reality 
of  Id's  position  there  to  be  essentially  different  from  the  expec- 
tations he  had  been  led  to  form,  and  he  sought  to  recall  from 
the  congregation  his  acceptance  of  their  invitation.  To  this 
request  they  assented.  He  contiued  laboring  among 
them  till  the  month  of  June,  when  their  call  was  formally 
repeated  which  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  decline.  (Memoirs  pre- 
fixed to  his  works.)  How  this  Church  was  supplied  between 
this  and  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1817.  is  unknown.  On 
the  26th  of  December  of  this  year,  Mr.  VVilliam  Perrin,  a 
licentiate  of  the  Royalton  Association,  Vermont,  was  receiv- 
ed under  the  care  of  Harmony  Presbytery  at  their  meeting  in 
the  Second  Presbyterian  Church,  Charleston,  when  a call  from 
the  Congregational  Church  at  VVappetaw  for  his  pastoral  ser- 
vices was  laid  before  that  body,  and  by  them  placed  in  his  hands 
and  accepted.  At  an  intermediate  session  held  at  Wappetaw 
on  the  17th  of  January  1818,  at  which  Drs.  Flinn,  Leland  and 
Rev.  John  Cruickshanks  were  present,  Mr.  Perrin  was  ordain- 
ed, Mr.  Cruickshank  preaching  the  sermon,  and  Dr.  Pd  inn  pre- 
siding and  giving  the  charge.  Mr.  Perrin  continued  their 
pastor  through  the  remainder  of  this  decade,  and  we  find  from 
the  first  report  of  the  Religious  Tract  Society  of  Charleston 
which  began  its  operations  in  1815,  that  634  Tracts  were  de- 
livered to  Dr.  Leland  and  Rev.  Mr.  Osborn  for  distribution 
in  Christ  Church  Parish,  so  that  Mr.  Forster  and  Mr.  Perrin 
were  probably  not  the  only  laborers  within  the  bounds  of  the 
congregation  during  the  period  of  which  we  speak. 
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The  Congregational  Church  of  Dorchester  and  Beech 
Hill.  The  Rev.  L.  D,  Parks,  the  pastor  of  the  Church  at 
White  Bluffbelow  Savannah,  was  invited  early  in  the  decade 
to  supply  this  Church  at  a salary  of  ^600  for  the  year.  He 
wrote  to  them  from  Hagget’s  Hill,  Dec.  26,  1811,  and  on  the 
20th  of  May,  1812,  accepted  their  invitation.  At  the  meeting 
of  Charleston  Association,  May  iith,  1813.  he  reported  the 
addition  of  7 white  and  il  black  members  to  the  Church 
since  his  connection  with  it,  and  the  whole  membership  at  15 
whites  and  50  blacks.  His  salary  was  increased  to  $/00.  In 
March  1814,  he  declined  to  serve  them  further,  but  is  prevailed 
on  to  continue  till  June  27th.  Dec.  13,  1814,  he  informs  the 
Association  of  his  resignation  of  this  charge  and  of  his  pres- 
ent employment  as  a Missionary.  The  congregation  next 
turned  their  attention  to  William  States  Lee,  a native  of 
Charleston,  who  was  a graduate  of  Princeton  College  in  1812, 
and  was  taken  under  the  care  of  the  Congregational  Associa- 
tion of  So.  Ca.  Dec  13th  1814.  and  by  them  licensed  as  a pro- 
bationer and  preached  his  first  sermon  in  Bethel  Church  St. 
Bartholomew’s  Parish,  on  Dec  25th  of  that  year.  On  the  5th 
of  June  he  was  called  on  a salary  of  ^550,  which  call  he  ac- 
cepted and  was  ordained  on  the  last  Sabbath  of  February  1816, 
as  their  pastor.  A meeting  of  the  Association  v^as  held  at 
this  Church  on  the  9th  of  June  1819  at  which  Mr.  Henry 
White,  a graduate  of  Williams  College,  Mass.,  who  had  been 
licensed  as  a probationer  by  the  Association  on  the  13th  of 
May,  1818,  was  ordained.  Sine  titulo,  Dr.  Palmer  preaching  the 
sermon,  Mr.  Parks  offering  the  ordination  prayer,  and  Mr. 
Lee  delivering  the  charge.  On  the  12th  of  March,  1817,  the 
Congregation  resolved  to  offer  for  sale  50  and  45  acres  of 
land  e.xtending  from  the  road  to  the  river.  In  January,  1818, 
they  took  measures  for  the  erection  of  a parsonage. 

The  Independent  Presbyterian  Church  of  Stony  Creek. 
The  Rev.  Robt,  M.  Adams  continued  pastor  of  this  church 
until  his  death,  which  took  place  on  the  29th  of  October, 
i8ii.  On  the  i6th  of  October,  1810,  at  the  request  of  the 
Saltkehatchee  Church,  he  had  been  permitted  to  devote  one- 
fourth  of  his  time  to  its  service.  The  church  seems  to  have 
been  much  in  arrears  for  his  salary  and  did  not  pay  it  wholly 
until  1817.  Mr.  Adams  was  by  no  means  deficient  inability. 
His  sermons,  existing  in  MSS.,  and  which  are  written  in  full, 
are  evangelic  in  spirit,  manly  in  tone,  and  often  elegant  and 
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eloquent  in  diction.  He  did  not  need  to  borrow  ever  from 
the  labors  of  others. 

Mr.  Adams  was,  we  believe,  never  married.  Some  of  his 
habits  were,  we  judge,  somewhat  peculiar,  and  might  not 
have  existed  to  the  degree  they  did  if  he  had  not  so  long  re- 
mained in  that  state  in  which  the  highest  of  all  authorities 
declared  His  judgment  when  He  said,  “ It  is  not  good  for 
man  to  be  alone.”  Yet  he  appears  to  have  been  a faithful 
pastor.  At  the  close  of  an  appropriate  and  eloquent  sermon 
on  Public  Worship,  delivered  at  the  opening  of  a new  house, 
dedicated  to  the  service  of  God,  he  thus  alludes  to  himself : 
” I trust  I shall  not  be  inattentive  to  preparation  for  the  dis- 
charge of  my  public  duty.  Educated  from  my  earliest 
years  for  the  labors  of  the  holy  ministry,  I glory  in  the  name 
of  an  ambassador  for  Christ ! I shall  neither  be  found  in  the 
society  of  the  dissipated,  nor  the  abodes  of  the  idle  ; but  with 
my  labors  for  your  spiritual  and  eternal  good,  I shall  unite 
my  prayers  \vith  yours  at  the  throne  of  grace.  And  happy 
shall  I be — inexpressibly  happy — if  I shall  be  honored  to  be 
the  instrument  of  your  salvation.  The  night  is  far  spent,  the 
day  is  at  hand  ; let  us,  therefore,  gird  up  the  loins  of  our 
mind,  and  prepare  for  that  state  of  existence  where  the  wicked 
cease  from  troubling  and  the  weary  are  at  rest;  where  hope 
shall  be  no  more  pained  by  disappointment,  and  where  the 
sorrows  of  time  are  forgot  in  the  joys  of  eternity  ! ” 

This  Church  was  incorporated  in  1785  (Statutes  at  large, 
VIII,  127),  but  the  knowledge  of  the  fact  seems  to  have  been 
lost,  for  it  was  again  incorporated  in  1816  {Idem,  279,  280). 
Both  are  perpetual  charters.  The  second  was  adopted  by 
the  Church,  with  the  name  therein  contained. 

Mr.  Adams  himself  was  doubtless  a member  of  the  old 
(Scotch)  Presbytery  of  Charleston.  The  old  Stony  Creek 
Church  claimed  from  the  beginning  to  be  independent, 
formed  much  on  the  model  found  in  the  writings  of  John 
Owen.  Its  Confession  of  faith,  substantiated  by  scripture- 
proof — the  work,  probably  of  its  first  pastor,  Wm.  Hutson^ — 
though  wrong  in  its  theory  of  church  government,  is  an  ad- 
mirable document. 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Adams,  the  church  seems  to  have 
labored  under  great  difficulty  in  obtaining  supplies  for  their 
pulpit.  There  is  evidence  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Trustees  of  con- 
tinued efforts  to  have  the  vacancy  filled,  but  without  any  other 
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success  than  tlie  serving  of  occasional  supplies.  From  1817 
the  Rev.  L.  D.  Parks  occupied  the  pulpit — whether  as  pastor 
or  stated  supply  is  not  clear,  and  this  was  the  condition  of 
things  through  this  decade. 

In  relation  to  Mr.  Parks  the  following  minute  is  found  on 
the  records  of  the  Congregational  Association  of  South  Car- 
olina, under  the  date  of  Dec.  14.  1819  ; 

“The  Association  have  heard  with  regret,  that  the  Rev.  L. 
D.  Parks,  one  of  the  members,  has  associated  in  an  ordination 
with  persons  holding  sentiments  which  they  deem  subversive 
of  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  Gospel,  they  consider 
such  conduct  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  and 
calculated  to  produce  serious  evil  : — Wherefore  agreed  that 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Parks  be  cited  to  assign  reasons  for  his  conduct 
to  be  laid  before  the  Association  at  the  meeting  to  be  held  in 
April,  1820.”  This  has  reference  to  the  part  taken  by  Mr, 
Parks  in  the  ordination  of  Rev.  (afterwards)  Dr.  Gilman  as 
pastor  of  the  Archdale  Street  Church,  popularly  known  as 
The  Unitarian  Church. 

“Lycen  D.  Parks,”  says  Rev.  John  Douglas  in  his  history  of  Steel 
Creek  Church,  N.  C.,  “Was  the  eldest  son  of  Captain  Hugh  Paiks  of 
that  congregation,  and  was  licensed  in  1813  or  14  to  preach  the  Gospel,” 
and  alludes  to  his  becoming  connected  with  the  Congregational  Asso- 
elation,  speaks  of  their  action  disapproving  his  course,  and  of  the  pub- 
lications respecting  him  in  the  public  prints,  especially  that  over  the 
signature  of  Rev  B.  M.  Palmer,  Sr.  D.  D.  He  says  that  even  in  these 
Dr.  Palmer  did  not  accuse  him  of  being  a Unitarian.  That  after  this  he 
married  the  widow  of  Mr  William  Ha}me  and  settled  on  a plantation 
near  Walterboro.  And  that  not  many  months  before  his  death,  he  was 
sent  for  by  a neighbor  who  was  on  his  death  bed,  who  wished  the  pres- 
ence and  prayers  of  a minister  of  the  Gospel.  As  he  approached  the 
bedside,  the  dying  man  thus  addressed  him:  “Mr.  Parks,  I am  a dying 
man,  and  I wish  prayer’s  of  mercy  for  me  before  I go-  Tell  me  frankly 
do  you  believe  in  the  Godhead,  the  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Gho.st?  Are 
you  a firm  believer  in  the  adorable  Trinity  !”  To  which  he  replied  : “To 
you,  a dying  man,  I aver  my  solemn  belief  in  the  adorable  Trinity,  the 
Father,  ithe  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost.”  “Then,”  said  the  dying  man, 
“kneel  down  and  pray  for  my  soul.”  Mr.  Parks  died  early,  short  of 
middle  life,  either  in  1822  or  1823,  and  is  buried  at  “Hayne  Hall”  near 
Bethel  Church,  S.  Paul’s  Parish,  S.  C.  History  of  Steel  Creek  Church, 
by  Rev.  John  Douglas,  Columbia,  1872. 

* 

The  Church  in  Beaufort.  The  Church  in  Beaufort  was 
served  by  the  Rev.  B M.  Palmer  (afterwards  D.  D.)  until 
November  or  December,  1813.  when  having  been  afflicted 
with  a severe  illness,  and  despairing  of  adequate  support,  he 
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removed  to  Charle.ston  as  ha.s  been  already  mentioned,  and 
was  elected  soon  after  the  successor  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Keitli  in 
the  Circular  Church.*  The  Rev.  Anthony  Forster  was  ap- 
pointed on  the  28th  of  October,  1 814,  a missionary  for  Charles- 
ton and  Beaufort  Districts  and  for  this  end  he  was  ordained, 
as  has  already  been  mentioned.  The  Church  in  Beaufort  now 
came  under  the  care  of  Harmony  Presbytery  as  a Presbyte- 
rian Church  and  Dr.  P'linn  and  Messrs  Leland  and  Forster 
were  directed  to  preach  in  it  one  Sabbath  each  before  the 
next  meeting  of  Presbytery.  These  appointments  were  not 
fulfilled,  and  Dr.  Leland  reported  in  behalf  of  himself  and  the 
others.  “That  owing  to  the  peculiarly  exposed  situation  of  the 
Town  and  Island  of  Beaufort  to  the  incursion  of  the  British 
cruisers,  the  inhabitants  had  generally  removed.”  At  the 
meeting  of  the  Presbytery  in  November,  1816,  Rev.  Mr. 
Cruickshank  was  ordered  to  supply  one  Sabbath  at  Beaufort. 

The  Church  at  Waynesborough,  Burke  County,  Georgia 
had  a similar  history.  It  was  supplied  by  Rev.  John  Boggs. 
On  the  5th  of  April,  i8i  I,  it  applied  to  the  Presbytery  of  Har- 
mony informing  them  that  owing  to  the  removal  of  their  late 
pastor  they  were  destitute  of  the  means  of  grace  and  petitioned 
for  supplies.  The  Rev.  John  R.  Thompson  of  Augusta  and 
Rev.  Ezra  Fisk,  then  a missionary  employed  by  the  Presby- 
tery, were  appointed  to  visit  them.  The  Rev.  John  Joyce 
also  at  a later  period.  January  21,  1818,  Mr.  E.  Caldwell,  a 
licentiate  of  the  Salem  Association  (Mass.)  was  received  as  a 
candidate  under  the  care  of  the  Presbytery  of  Harmony,  and 
a call  was  presented  for  his  pastoral  services  by  the  Congre- 
gational Church  of  Waynesborough  which  he  accepted.  Pres- 
bytery met  at  the  Church  in  Waynesborough  on  the  3rd  of 
July,  1818.  Present,  the  Rev.  William  McWhir,  Murdoch 
Murphy.  & Thomas  Goulding.  The  Rev.  Murdoch  Murphy 
preached  the  sermon  from  I Timothy  3:2  ; the  Rev.  Mr. 
(afterwards  Dr.)  McWhir  presided  and  propounded  the  Consti- 
tutional questions.  Mr.  Caldwell  was  ordained  by  prayer 
and  the  imposition  of  hands,  and  a charge  was  delivered  to 

*Duruig  the  resideru-e  ofDr.  Palmer  in  Beaufort,  the  Beaufort  Bible 
Society  was  organized,  of  which  Robert  Barnwell,  Esq.,  was  president 
and  he  one  of  the  secretaries.  It  was  formed  in  the  latter  part  of  March 
1810.  A Beaufort  Religious  Tract  Society  is  also  spoken  of  in  the  first 
annual  report  of  the  Religious  Tract  Society  of  Charleston  June  10,  1816, 
which  had  received  from  the  Charleston  Society  1,900  tracts  for  distri- 
bution. 
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pa.stor  and  people.  Before  the  ses.sions  of  November,  icSig, 
his  ministry  on  earth  was  terminated.  “Since  our  last  ses- 
sions, departed  this  life,  in  the  lively  hope  of  a glorious  im- 
mortality, our  beloved  brother  the  Rev.  Ebenezer  B.  Caldwell 
pastor  of  the  Church  of  Waynesboro.”  [Minutes  of  the  Pres- 
bytery of  Harmony,  Vol.  I,  p.  323.] 

The  Congregational  Church,  of  White  Bluff,  in 
Chatham  County,  Georgia,  made  application  to  thi.  Congre- 
gational Association  of  South  Carolina  on  the  8th  of  May, 
1810,  for  the  ordination  of,  Mr.  Lycan  D.  Parks,  a licentiate 
of  the  Presbytery  of  Concord,  whom  they  had  called  to  he 
their  pastor.  The  application  was  signed  by  David  Johnson, 
Daniel  Keefer,  Geo.  Nungizer,  Geo.  Poullen,  N.  Adams,  and 
E.  Floyd.  Mr.  Parks  produced  a dismission  from  the  Pres- 
bytery of  Concord,  was  examined  as  to  his  own  religious 
experience,  read  a confession  of  his  faith,  and  the  Association 
having  received  competent  satisfaction,  complied  with  the  re- 
quest of  the  congregation  of  White  Bluff,  and  resolved  that 
his  ordination  take  place  on  the  follow’ing  Sabbath,  at  the 
Church  in  Archdale  street  ; that  Dr.  Hollingshead  preach 
the  sermon,  Mr.  Price  offer  up  the  ordination  prayer,  and 
Mr.  Floyd  deliver  the  charge.  This  was  accordingly  done, 
Mr.  Parks  was  furnished  with  a certificate  of  his  ordination, 
and  a letter  was  addressed  to  the  congregation  of  White  Bluff 
signed  by  the  Moderator  and  Scribe.  [MSS.  Minutes  of  the 
Association,  pp.  54,  57. 

Notwithstanding  the  existence  of  a Congregational  Associ- 
tion  in  Charleston,  the  churches  of  that  order  or  their  candi- 
dates for  the  ministry  seem  to  have  sought  licensure  and 
ordination  from  Presbytery.  Nor  did  the  Presbytery  of  Har- 
mony decline  upon  such  occasions  to  meet  for  the  transaction 
of  business  in  their  congregations.  This  was  the  case  with 
the  church  and  congregation  of  White  Bluff  which  had  so 
lately  applied  to  the  Congregational  Association.  On  the 
2 1 St  of  December.  18 1 1,  at  a meeting  of  the  Presbytery  of 
Harmony,  during  its  fourth  session,  held  in  Savannah  from 
20th  to  the  30th  of  that  month,  Thomas  Goulding,  of  Sunbury, 
was  received  under  its  care  as  a candidate  for  the  ministry. 
He  was  licensed  at  the  eighth  session  of  that  Preshytery,  at 
Augusta,  on  Sabbath,  the  31st  of  October,  1813.  At  the 
1 2th  stated  sessions  at  Columbia  he  received  through  the 
Presbytery  a call  to  the  church  at  White  Bluff  and  at  an  in- 
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termediate  session  held  at  the  latter  place  he  was  ordained 
and  installed  over  that  congregation  in  the  form  provided  in 
the  form  of  government  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  John 
R.  Thompson,  D.  D.,  preached  a sermon  from  2 Tim.,  24, 
25,  Rev.  William  McWhir  presiding,  and  delivering  the 
charge  to  the  minister  and  people.  This  ordination  and  instal- 
lation took  place  on  the  27th  of  January,  1816.  Here  he 
labored  faithfidly,  acceptably  and  successfully  through  the 
remainder  of  this  decade.  (Minutes  of  Presbytery  of  Har- 
mony.) 

Congregational  Church  at  Midway,  in  Liberty  County, 
Georgia. — The  Rev.  Cyrus  Gildersleeve  was  still  pastor  of  this 
church  at  the  commencement  of  this  decade.  In  1811  he  re- 
linquished his  pastorate  in  Georgia  and  was  soon  after  settled 
over  the  church  in  Bloomfield.  New  Jersey.  He  died  in 
Elizabethtown,  in  1838,  aged  about  69  years. 

The  Rev.  Murdoch  Murphy  who  had  been  received  by 
Harmony  Presbytery  from  the  Presbytery  of  Orange,  Decem- 
ber 27,  i8i(,  at  its  sessions  in  Savannah,  succeeded  Mr. 
Gildersleeve. 

Soon  after  Mr.  Murphy  had  settled  at  Midway  the  inhabit- 
ants were  called  upon  to  arm  themselves  in  defence  of  their 
country’s  rights,  in  the  war  familiarly  known  as  the  war  of 
1812.  In  Septembr,  1814,  the  descendants  of  the  heroic  men 
of  the  American  Revolution  formed  a committee  of  safety, 
and  commenced  the  building  of  “ Fort  Defence”  and  pro- 
tected the  country  from  the  predatory  detachments  of  Admi- 
ral Cockburn,  whose  main  occupation  was  to  plunder  the 
merchant  of  his  merchandize  and  the  planter  of  the  products 
of  the  soil.  [The  Congregational  Church  of  Midway,  Ga.,  by 
John  B.  Mallard,  A.  M.,  Savannah,  1840.] 

At  the  intermediate  Presbytery  at  VVhite  Bluff,  Mr.  Robert 
Quartermaji,  a Deacon  of  the  Midwav  Church,  was  taken 
under  the  care  of  Presbytery  as  a candidate  for  the  ministry. 
He  was  licensed  on  th."^  7th  of  November,  1819,  during  the 
twentieth  regular  session  held  at  Columbia. 

We  now  turn  our  attention  to  those  churches  which  are 
more  strictly  Presbyterian.  And  we  again  mention  as  the 
oldest  of  them  all,  the  French  Protestant  Church  of  the 
City  of  Charleston.  It  seems  to  have  remained  for  seven 
years  without  a pastor.  “In  1816  the  Rev.  Robert  Henry, 
a native  of  Charleston,  who  had  spent  some  years  in 
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Europe  pursuing  liis  studies,  wlio  had  acquired  meanwhile  a 
knowledge  of  several  European  languages  and  was  highly- 
educated  in  the  several  departments  of  learned  study,  return- 
ed to  his  native  city,  and  through  him  the  attempt  was  made 
to  conduct  the  worship  of  the  congregation  alternately  in 
French  and  English  according  to  one  authority*  ; according 
to  another,  he  preached  in  French  once  a month.  (Duyck- 
inck’s  Cyclopasdia  ofArnerican  Literature.)  The  services  in 
English  were  conducted  by  means  of  a Liturgy  for  the  Lord’s 
Day  made  by  Mr.  Henry.  In  December,  i8i8,  Mr.  Henry 
was  elected  Professor  of  Moral  Philosophy  and  Logic  in 
South  Carolina  College  at  Columbia,  and  resigned  his  position 
in  the  Church  of  Charleston.  A small  congregation  had 
been  formed,  but  the  experiment  of  service  in  French  and 
English  was  not  satisfactory.  It  made  parties  in  the  Church, 
and  a tew  French  gentlemen  who  were  members  of  the  Cor- 
poration induced  that  body  to  make  another  effort  to  revive 
the  former  French  services,  when  the  Rev.  Mr.  Courlat  was 
elected  to  the  Church.”  This  took  place  in  1819.  (From 
the  MS.  of  Mr.  Daniel  Ravenel,  to  whom  we  have  been  in- 
debted greatly  in  the  historic  outline  of  this  ancient  church 
of  the  City  of  Charleston  in  our  preceding  pages.)  Mr. 
(afterwards  Dr.)  Henry’s  ecclesiastical  conviction  was  with 
the  Old  Scotch  Presbytery  of  Charleston  : ‘‘Robert  Henry, 
Minister  of  the  French  Calvinist  Church  in  Charleston,  S.  C./’ 
begins  his  baptismal  register,  August  13th,  1815,  in  English? 
The  last  entry  is,  March  25th,  1818. 

P'iRST  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  City  of  Charleston. 
The  Rev.  Dr.  John  Buchan,  was  pastor  of  this  Church  at 
the  beginning  of  this  decade  as  the  successor  of  Dr.  Buist. 
How  long  he  continued  in  this  relation  is  not  known  to  the 
present  writer.  The  tninutes  of  Harmony  Presbytery  show 
that  on  the  8th  of  April,  1813,  at  their  sessions  in  Camden, 
a call  from  this  church  for  the  ministerial  labors  of  the  Rev. 
Aaron  VV.  Leland  was  presented  and  read,  accompanied  with 
a letter  from  Mr.  (afterwards  Dr.)  Leland  accepting  this  call. 
Mr.  Leland  had  been  licensed  on  the  5th  of  April,  1811,  had 
been  ordained  as  an  evangelist  on  the  3rd  of  May,  1812,  and 
was  installed  on  the  i8th  of  April,  1813.  in  the  First  Presby- 
terian Church,  Dr.  Flinn  preaching  the  sermon,  and  Dr. 
Montgomery  presiding  and  giving  tlie  charge. 
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Dr.  Buchan  attempted  to  apply  Scotch  rules  in  the  admin- 
istration of  cluirch  government,  “and  the  Scotchmen  of 
America  could  not  stand  it,”  and,  to  use  the  expression  of  our 
informer,  “ blew  him  up.”  There  was  a secession  from  the 
Scotch  Church  (the  First  Presbyterian),  which  built  a new 
church  for  him  in  1814,  at  northwest  corner  of  Archdale  and 
West  Streets,  and  was  known  as  The  St.  Andrew’s  Presbyte- 
rian Church  of  Charle.stion.  Dr.  Buchan’s  mind  became  de- 
ranged, and  he  returned,  at  length,  to  Scotland.  The  con- 
gregation, without  a pastor,  discouraged,  and  burdened  with 
debt,  disposed  of  their  premises  on  the  condition  that  the 
church  should  be  held  sacred  as  a place  ot  public  Christian 
worship,  and  the  ground  attached  thereto  be  continued  as  a 
cemetery.  The  First  Presbyterian  Church  had  erected  a new 
edihce  in  1814,  during  the  pastorate  of  Dr.  Leland,  on  the 
southwest  corner  of  Meeting  and  Tradd  Streets.  A poor, 
wooden  building  had  served  the  purposes  of  the  congregation 
hitherto.  The  dimensions  of  the  church  were  120  feet  long 
by  70  feet  wide.  The  order,  externally,  is  Roman  Doric. 
The  front  exhibits  a recessed  portico,  flanked  by  two  towers 
surmounted  by  cupolas.  The  building  is  of  brick  covered 
with  stucco.  , 

The  following  information,  derived  from  a sermon  preached 
by  Dr.  Leland  at  the  dedication  of  the  present  house  of  wor- 
ship on  December  29th,  1814,  may  be  of  value  to  our 
readers  : “At  the  close  of  the  17th  century,  soon  after  the 

first  settlement  of  this  city,  a religious  society  was  formed, 
chiefly  by  persons  from  Scotland  and  New  England,  who 
erected  a place  of  religious  worship,  then  called  the  Presby- 
terian Meeting.  For  more  than  thirty  years  they  continued 
united,  obtaining  their  ministers  from  the  Presbyterian  estab- 
lishments in  Europe.  At  length,  there  appeared  a disunion 
of  sentiment  upon  the  subject  of  ecclesiastical  government; 
the  Europeans  being  zealously  attached  to  the  forms  and 
discipline  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  while  the  majority  pre- 
ferred the  Congregational  or  Independent  system.  This 
difference  of  opinion  terminated  in  an  amicable  separation. 
This  took  place  in  1832,  when  the  Presbyterians,  consisting 
of  about  twelv'-e  families,  formed  another  society,  purchased 
the  ground  adjoining  this  church,  and  erected  a small  con- 
venient place  of  worship.  They  guarded  against  the  evils 
they  had  experienced,  for  in  the  titles  to  the  land,  it  is  ex- 


btm  »Uf;>r  *A  to 'W»;»i,;}^<t-;frf  ,|i  mJ« -ml  ijfaiu 


fn.Aiw'^ *i.  A4<i *.«.  ii --.i  'i.4  H- ''^..  ^ • "'  ^ll'  ■ u'nOlwrl^ 


-■'lO'Wv)o 

f.L  ^ l^u.  . ''Jf  ■.  T Jr..‘  /§*  •»v'  .*'  <'  ''  I 'i»'  -•  -^/,.  '•.  T’*  :?ik 


n>>WOhib:  , 111 

l,^rjj-^’  K.cfi  '^.|  pil'i  {,{pKji ,»i;  V|f-ii4(;iiiiKi»5s;' , ' :8biJ^SK2b;i'%^^ 

-s^q,  x;^nr.^m  s'dt 

htdi 

p f, . m>rno ':,«q , fd 

v»v;^4^  " 


1810-1820.] 


FI  RST  PllflS BYTE RI A N. 


221 


pre.ssly  stipulated  that  it  is  for  the  use  of  a Presbyterian 
Church,  according  to  the  forms  and  discipline  of  the  Church 
of  Scotland,  having  ministers  ordained  in  the  Piesbyterian 
form,  believing  in  the  Westminster  Confession  of  Faith,  and 
to  be  converted  to  no  other  purpose  forever.  The  names  of 
these  patriarchs  of  our  congregation  were  James  Abercrombie, 
John  Allen,  Daniel  Crawford,  John  Bee,  John  Fraser,  George 
Du  raff,  and  James  Paine.  Their  fir.st  minister  was  the  Rev. 
Hugh  Stewart,  from  Scotland.  His  place  was  supplied  by 
the  Rev.  Messrs.  Grant,  Kennedy,  Lorimer,  and  Morrison, 
who  successively  filled  the  pastoral  office  until  the  year  1763, 
At  that  time  the  Congregation  had  so  increased  that  a con- 
siderable addition  was  made  to  the  church  to  render  it  more 
capacious.  The  trustees  then  were  George  Marshall,  William 
Woodrup,  George  Inglis,  Dr.  John  Murray,  William  Simp- 
son, George  Murray,  Alexander  Rantowl,  and  James  Grind- 
lay.  The  Church  chose  for  their  pastor,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hewat, 
of  Edinburgh,  who  continued  with  them  until  I775,when, 
on  account  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  he  returned  to  England, 
and  afterwards  settled  in  London.  At  the  time  the  church 
was  dispersed  by  war,  the  trustees  and  leading  members  were 
Messrs.  Robert  Phelps,  Robert  Brisbane,  William  Glen, 
Robert  Wilson,  William  Aiicrum,  Robert  Rowand,  Andrew 
Marr,  Alexander  Chisolm,  William  Wilson  and  James  John- 
ston ; when  1.455  pounds  currency  was  the  sum  annually 
subscribed  for  the  support  of  the  minister.  In  1784  the 
Church  was  reorganized,  at  which  time  Dr.  Robert  Wilson, 
Messrs.  David  Lamb,  James  Gregorie,  John  Mitchell,  and 
James  O’ Hear  were  elders.  The  Rev.  James  Graham  offici- 
ated as  minister  until  1788.  when  Rev.  Mr.  James  Wilson,  a 
clergyman  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  then  residing  in  New 
York,  was  called  to  the  pa.storal  office,  which  he  held  for  four 
years,  when  ill  health  caused  him  to  resign.  The  corpora- 
tion then  addressed  a letter  to  Rev.  Drs.  Robinson  and  Blair, 
requesting  them  to  choose  and  send  them  a clergyman,  when 
the  church  had  the  distinguished  felicity  to  obtain  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Buist.  He  arrived  in  Charleston  in  June,  1793,  and  was 
installed  in  November  following.  The  congregation  flourished 
under  his  ministry.  Near  the  close  of  his  life,  it  was  deter- 
mined  to  erect  a new  church,  and  considerable  progress  made 
in  providing  funds,  when  the  church  was  called  to  mourning 
by  the  sudden  removal  of  their  pastor.  The  important  va- 
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cancy  was  filled  by  Rev.  Dr.  Buclian,  fro.oi  Edinburg,  who 
was  succeeded,  in  1812,  by  the  present  pastor,”  i.  e.,  ” Rev. 
Aaron  W.  Leland,  D.  D.  Under  him  the  present  edifice  was 
completed,  and  at  that  time,  as  I gather  from  a tablet  in  the 
church,  the  following  gentlemen  were  eiders  : Robert  Wil- 

son, Robert  Rowland,  Thomas  Ogier,  David  Haig,  James 
Blair,  David  Lamb,  Samuel  Wilson,  George  Macaulaj^  and 
John  Champney.  Dr.  Leland  was  followed  by  a Mr.  Reed. 

The  only  thing  which  enables  me  to  appro.ximate  the  num- 
ber of  communicants,  is  the  number  of  ” tokens  ” used  upon 
communion  occasions.  There  were  two  hundred  of  pure 
silver,  and  five  hundred  of  alloy,  and  all  were  generally  given 
out.  The  congregation  must  have  been  large.  These  tokens 
were  used  until  the  beginning  of  the  war,  when  they  were 
captured  or  destroved  with  the  Federal  occupation  of  Colum- 
bia, where  with  the  church  records  they  had  been  sent  for 
safety.  They  were  circular,  in  ■size  slightly  larger  than  a 
quarter,  and  upon  on  side  had  the  figure  of  a burning  bush, 
inscribed  by  the  motio  Nec -tanien  consumebatnr  )’  on  the 
other  the  representation  of  a communion  table  with  the  cup 
and  bread,  under  which  were  the  words,  “Presbyterian  Church 
of  Charleston,  S,  C.,  1800,”  and  around  it.  “This  do  in  remem- 
brance of  me.”  It  may  be  of  interest  to  know  that  for  years 
this  Church  had  its  own  hearse.  . The  tablets  within,  and  the 
tomb-stones  around  it,  bear  some  of  the  most  honored 
names  connected  with  tne  history  of  this  city. 

With  grateful  remembrances,  I am  sincerely  yours. 

W.  T.  THOMPSON. 

The  Sr<:coND  Presbyterian  Church  and  Congregation  in 
THE  City  of  Charleston  proceeded  to  carry  into  execution 
their  purpose  to  erect  a house  of  worship  of  ample  dimen- 
sions and  an  ornament  to  their  city.  But  previous  to  this, 
an  organization  in  due  form  was  effected. 

“At  a meeting  in  January  25,  1810,  a subscription  paper 
was  presented  for  the  signatures  of  those  who  wished  to  be- 
come members  of  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church,  to  be 
governed  by  pt escribed  rules  and  by-laws,  when  the  following 
persons  signed  their  names,  viz  : Benjamin  Boyd,  Stephen 

Thomas,  Robert  Fleming,  Richard  M’Millan,  Caleb  Gray, 
Richard  Cunningham,  James  Adger,  John  Porter,  William 
H.  Gilliland,  Alexander  Gray,  John  Blackwood,  John  Cun- 
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ningham,  Ale.xander  Henry,  John  M’Dowell,  William  Wal- 
ton, Samuel  Robertson,  John  Walton,  Thomas  Fleming,  John 
Robinson,  James  Beggs,  George  Robertson,  J.  C.  Martindale, 
John  Brownlee,  William  Scott,  John  Johnson,  Charles 
Robiou,  William  Aiken,  George  Keenan,  Archibald  Grahame, 
James  Carr,  Lewis  A.  Pitray,  James  Leman,  John  Noble, 
David  Bell,  James  Evans,  John  Ellison,  B.  Casey,  William 
M’Elmoyle,  John  Davis,  William  Pressly,  Thomas  Johnson, 
George  Miller,  James  Blocker,  Robert  Belshaw,  Samuel 
Corrie,  Samuel  H.  Pratt,  James  Pennal,  Thomas  A,  Vardell, 
John  Steele,  Nathaniel  Slawson,  John  C.  Bcile,  William  Por- 
ter, Samuel  Patterson,  Samuel  Browne,  John  M.  Fraser, 
Thomas  Milliken,  John  Smyth,  John  Mushet,  John  Crow, 
John  Geddes,  Peter  Kennedy.  James  Wall,  Charles  Martin, 
Alexander  Howard,  William  Thompson,  John  Dunn,  William 
Smith,  William  L.  Shaw,  Edward  Carew,  C.  B.  Duhadway, 
Samuel  Pilsbury,  William  Scott,  R.  Gailbraith,  Richard  Fair, 
Edward  M’Grath,  James  Cooper,  William  Simms.  It  was 
dedicated  to  the  worship  of  Almighty  God,  by  a sermon  from 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Flinn,  on  Wednesday,  April  3d,  1811  ; and  con- 
nected with  the  Ecclesiastical  Judicatories  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  This  was  the  first  session  ever  held  in  Charleston, 
by  a Presbytery,  connected  ivith  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Presbyterian  Cluirch,  in  these  United  States  A The  Charleston 
Union  Presbytery  also  held  its  first  session  in  this  church, 
Afiril  lOth,  1823.  Thus  was  consecrated  to  the  service  of 
religion,  that  edifice  in  which  we  and  our  fathers  have  so 
delightfully  and  profitably ''waited  upon  the  ordinances  of  the 
sanctuary.  The  sermon  preached  on  that  occasion  is  still 
extant,  though  rarely  to  be  met  with  ; but  few  who  were 
present  on  the  interesting  occasion  survive  to  tell  its  tale. 

Although  great  munificence  was  exercised  by  the  founders 
of  this  church,  its  cost  far  e.xceeded  both  their  expectations 
and  their  means.  By  the  account  of  the  Treasurer  presented 
j up  to  April,  1812,  it  appears  that  the  sum  of  fifty-five  thou- 
! sand  five  hundred  and  forty-eight  dollars  had  been  expended, 

I and  that  a large  amount  would  be  still  necessary  to  carry  out 
l|  the  plans  and  pay  the  incurred  debt.  To  meet  this,  a heavy 
1;  assessment  was  laid  upon  the  pews  of  the  church,  in  March, 

, 1811  ; and  another,  to  three  times  its  amount,  in  December, 

I *The  j?rs;. session  of  Harmony  Presbytery  was  held  in  the  First  Pres- 

I byterian  Church,  March  7th,  P810. 
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1815.  Notwithstanding  these  efforts,  in  June,  1816,  it  ap- 
peared that  the  sum  of  thirty-one  thousand  one  hundred  and 
fifty-six  dollars  twenty-five  cents  was  still  due,  when  it  was 
resolved  to  sell  all  the  pews  on  which  the  assessment  had 
been  paid.” 

“ The  first  pastor  of  this  church  was  the  Rev.  Andrew 
Flinn,  D.  D.  He  was  called  in  February,  1809;  installed 
April  4th,  1811.  Dr.  Flinn  was  born  in  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, in  the  year  1773,  of  honest  and  pious,  but  humble 
parentage.  When  he  was  about  a year  old,  the  family  mi- 
grated to  Mecklenburg  County,  North  Carolina,  where  his 
father  died  in  1785.  For  his  early  education,  as  well  as  moral 
training,  he  was  indebted  to  a mother,  characterized  by  sin- 
cere and  ardent  piety.  Through  the  kind  assistance  of  some 
friends,  the  buddings  of  his  genius  were  encouraged  by  the 
fostering  spirit  of  a liberal  education.  He  entered  the  Uni- 
versity of  North  Carolina,  where  he  was  graduated  with  con- 
siderable distinction  in  the  year  1798.  He  engaged  in  the 
study  of  theology,  under  the  care  of  the  Presbytery  of  Orange, 
and  was  licensed  to  preach  the  gospel  in  1800.  He  soon 
gave  proofs  of  that  eloquence,  piety  and  success  with  which 
he  afterwards  labored  in  the  ministry.  His  first  pastoral  con- 
nection was  with  the  church  in  Fayetteville,  North  Carolina, 
where  he  remained  a few  years  ; afterwards  he  removed  to 
Camden,  and  from  thence  to  the  united  congregations  of 
Bethel  and  Indiantown,  in  Williamsburg,  South  Carolina. 
From  this  place  he  was  called  to  Charleston  in  1809,  where 
he  organized  this  church,  dedicated  this  house  of  worship, 
and  built  up  this  congregation.  In  1811  he  was  honored  with 
the  degree  of  D.  D.  by  the  University  of  North  Carolina.  In 
1812  he  was  a delegate  to  the  General  Assembly,  preached 
the  opening  sermon,  and  was  elected  Moderator.  In  1813  he 
again  preached  the  sermon  at  the  opening  of  the  Assemblv 
from  the  words,  ‘ Be  thou  faithful  unto  death,  and  I will  give 
thee  a a own  of  life!  On  February  24th,  1820,  in  the  forty- 
eighth  year  of  his  age,  after  a long  and  painful  illness.  Dr. 
Flinn  was  removed  from  the  scene  of  his  earthly  labors. 
During  the  whole  of  his  sickness,  he  was  eminently  sup- 
ported by  those  truths  he  had  long,  faithfully  and  ably 
preached  to  others.  His  last  moments  were  employed  in 
taking  a solemn  and  affectionate  farewell  of  his  mourning 
family,  and  his  surrounding  friends,  in  which  he  exhibited 
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that  serenity  of  mind,  and  that  deep  impression  of  soul,  which 
belong  to  those  who  dje  in  the  Lord.  He  tlien,  with  great 
composure,  raised  up  Ids  hands  and  eyes  to  heaven,  and  said, 
‘Jesus  into  thy  hands  I commend  my  spirit.’  Being  charac- 
teristically an  extemporaneous  speaker,  using  but  partial 
notes.  Dr.  Flinn  has  left  behind  him  no  other  publications 
than  a few  sermons,  which  were  published  during  his  life.” 

The  elders  who  served  during  Dr.  Flinn’s  pastorate  were  : 
Benjamin  Boyd,  ordained  March  4,  1810;  died  January,  1811. 
John  Cunningham,  ordained  March  4,  1810;  died  November, 
1815.  William  Pressly,  ordained  February,  1812;  died  1820. 
Henry  Bennet,  ordained  July  9,  1812  ; died  1820. 

Presidents  of  the  Congregation. — Benjamin  Boyd,  elect- 
ed 1809.  Samuel  Robertson,  elected  1810.  Stephen  Thomas, 
elected  1813.  Wiliam  Smith,  elected  1815.  Samuel  Patter- 
son, elected  1818.  Thomas  Fleming,  elected  1819. 

The  reports  made  to  Presbytery  for  the  year  ending  April, 
1812,  show  that  the  additions  to  the  membership  for  that  year 
had  been  77,  making  the  total  of  communicants  91.  The 
additions  of  next  year  were  reported  to  be  30;  the  total  mem- 
bership, 1 16.  The  additions,  April  14,  1814,9;  the  total, 
120.  The  additions  reported  for  the  year  1815  were  57  ; the 
total  number  of  members,  176.  The  reports  in  the  following 
years  are  not  given  in  the  Presbyterial  records,  but  these  show 
a state  of  great  prosperity  in  this  (at  that  time)  infant  church. 

The  city  of  Charleston  included  at  the  close  of  this  decade 
some  24  or  25,000  souls.  A census  was  taken  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1820,  and  gave  24,780  as  the  population  of  the  city. 
It  was  taken  however,  in  the  summer  at  which  time  from 
1,500  to  2,000  of  the  inhabitants  were  usually  absent,  princi- 
pally at  the  North.  Including  the  suburbs  the  whole  popu- 
lation was  37,471.  Of  this  the  half  or  more  were  of  the  Afri- 
can race.  Among  the  whites  there  was  more  than  usual  re- 
finement, intelligence  and  wealth. 

Among  the  Churches  which  are  represented  in  this  historv 
while  there  was  a general  accordance  with  the  Westminster 
Confession  of  Faith  and  Catechisms  as  to  doctrine,  in  church 
government  there  was  less,  some  constructing  their  church 
discipline  according  to  the  Presbyterian  and  some  according 
to  the  Congregational  order,  and  both  perhaps  mingling  the 
elements  of  the  one  discipline  somewhat  with  the  other. 
And  perhaps  there  was  wanting  sometimes  that  fraternal  spirit 
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which  can  deal  temperately  with  differences  of  practice  in  that 
wide  and  comprehensive  work  in  which  the  ministers  and 
elders  in  the  cliurch  are  called  on  to  be  employed. 

The  question  of  territorial  jurisdiction  was  revived  again 
as  has  been  mentioned  in  our  preceding  pages.  And  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Henry  Kollock  and  the  Rev.  John  Brown  were 
appointed  a committee  to  draught  a letter  to  the  Rev.  Mr. 
McLeod  on  this  subject  and  forward  it  to  him  or  lay  it  before 
Presbytery  at  their  next  meeting.  This  letter  was  reported  to 
the  Presbytery  at  its  meeting  in  Charleston  in  April,  i8ii,  ap- 
proved and  ordered  to  be  signed  by  the  Moderator  and  sent 
to  Mr.  McLeod. 

A very  intemperate  pamphlet  from  the  pen  of  Rev.  Raphael 
Bell  a member  of  the  Presbytery  of  Charleston,  which  reflects 
little  credit  upon  himself,  and  we  may  hope,  did  not  faithfully 
represent  the  temper  of  his  brethren,  appeared  from  the 
Charleston  Press  and  was  reprinted  in  1817.  In  this  an  at- 
tempt of  the  Charleston  Presbytery  to  form  a union  with  the 
General  Assembly  about  seventeen  years  before  is  referred  to, 
and  it  is  said,  “when  the  Presbytery  ashed  their  Congrega- 
tions’ permission  to  do  so,  ‘they  opposed  and  absolutely  re- 
fused their  assent  to  this  measure;’  alleging  as  their  reason, 
‘that  they  could  not  dispense  with  divine  service  for  nearly 
three  months  in  the  year,  while  their  ministers  were  gossip- 
ing over  the  country,  attending  Synods  and  General  Assem- 
blies, which  in  no  way  whatever,  promoted  their  spiritual  im- 
provement.’ 

''Nolimius  leges  inutare  hactenns  usitatas  atque  probalas.  ‘We 
will  not  change  our  ancient  and  venerable  customs,  said  they, 
we  wish  our  Presbytery  to  continue  (as  it  has  always  existed 
from  the  first  settlement  of  this  State,  and  winch  has  been 
found,  by  long  e.xperience,  the  only  test  of  ability,  fully  to 
answer  all  the  purposes  of  religious  instruction)  an  indepen- 
dent one — independent  of  Synods  and  General  Assemblies, 
which  were  only  intended  to  retain  ministers  in  their  Churches 
contrary  to  the  wishes  and  intentions  of  the  people.  One 
court  was  fully  sufficient  to  try  the  disputes  that  mi  ght  un- 
fortunately arise  between  them  and  their  ministers.”  The 
people  then,  are  to  be  blamed,  and  not  the  Presbytery,  if  it 
has  not  yet  connected  itself  with  the  General  Assembly.  We 
have  waited  with  patience  for  some  overtures;  but  we  have 
waited  in  vain.  It  is  not  tiue  that  we  were  ever  invited  to 
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join  the  Harmony  Presbytery.  We  have  had  no  communi- 
cations ; — we  expected  some  written  propositions,  but  none 
have  ever  been  received  ; the  resolve  of  the  General  Assembly 
requires  that  we  should  effect  a compromise."  We  know  of  no 
subject  of  difference  or  controversy  that  requires  to  be  com- 
promised. The  supposed  subjects  of  difference  or  controversy 
are  directed  in  the  event  of  a failure  to  be  submitted  to  the 
Synod  of  the  Carolinas.  It  could  hardly  be  expected  that  a 
corporate  independent  body,  having  a status  atque  nomen  juris 
would  subfuit  its  rights  and  property  to  the  decision  of  a body 
having  no  legal  existence  or  competent  jurisdiction,  who  are 
suspected  to  be  our  enemies,  and  who  are  publicly  noted  for 
an  instance  of  persecution  and  op  )ression  that  has  no  parallel 
in  the  records  of  our  State.”  The  pamphlet  is  otherwise  full  of 
bitterness,  ascribing  the  secession  in  the  Independent  Church, 
in  the  case  of  Mr.  Forster  to  ‘‘the  same  ecclesiastical  junto.” 
The  pamphlet  abounds  in  personalities,  chiefly  directed  against 
Dr.  Flinn,  and  does  little  credit  to  the  head  or  heart  of  its 
author.  The  Rev,  Raphael  Bell  was  born  in  the  Brewington 
settlement,  was  educated  under  Dr.  Buist,  was  a teacher  in 
Charleston  College,  in  1807,  and  previous  to  this,  had  been 
licensed  by  the  Charleston  Presbytery.* 

To  this  writer,  prayer  meetings  and  evening  lectures  and 
such  religious  efforts  seemed  an  abomination,  to  be  classed 
with  camp  meetings  and  other  indecorums. 

Of  a far  different  spirit,  we  trust,  were  the  great  body  of 
evangelical  Christians  in  that  city,  Their  activity  in  benevo- 
lent and  Christian  efforts  for  their  fellow  men  is  shown  by  the 
numerous  organizations  which  existed  for  this  end. 

The  Charleston  Bible  Society  was  organized  in  1810, 
(its  Constitution  was  adopted  on  the  19th  of  June  and  its 
officers  chosen  on  the  loth  of  July),  six  years  before  the 
organization  of  the  American  Bible  Society.  In  1819  it  had 
distributed  five  or  six  thousand  copies  of  the  Scriptures.  The 
Ladies  Benevolent  Society  instituted  September  15,  1813,  for 
the  relief  of  the  sick  and  poor,  relieved  some  three  hundred 

^Sketch  of  the  College  of  Charleston,  Am.  Quarterly  Kegister,  vol. 
xii  , p.  168,  and  the  pamphlet  in  question,  entitled  “ The  Veil  With- 
drawn ; or,  Genuine  Presbyterianism  Vindicated,  and  the  character  and 
intolerance  of  its  enemies  exposed  in  a letter  to  a respectable  planter, 
by  a minister  of  that  church.”  Semper  ego  auditor  tantumf  Nunquam 
reponam.”  Juvenal.  Charleston:  Ke-printed  by  A.  E.  Miller,  No.  29 
Queen  street,  1807. 
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cases  and  expended  in  seven  years  $2,000.  The  Religious 
Tract  Society  was  formed  in  1815.  The  Congregational  and 
Presbyterian  Union  F'emale  Association  for  assisting  in  the 
education  of  pious  youth  for  the  gospel  ministry  was  formed 
in  1815,  In  three  years  it  had  raised  and  expended  over 
;$5,ooo  and  founded  a scholarship  in  Princeton  Seminary. 
The  Female  Bible  Society  and  the  Sabbath  School  Associa- 
tion were  formed  in  1816.  In  1819  it  had  distributed  851 
copies  of  the  Bible.  The  Marine  Bible  Society  was  formed 
in  1818,  and  in  the  same  year  the  Female  Domestic  Mission- 
ary Society  was  established  to  provide  and  support  missions 
in  the  City  of  Charleston.  The  Rev.  Jonas  King,  since  the 
well  known  missionary  in  Greece,  served  them  faithfully  as 
their  missionary  in  the  latter  part  of  1819,  and  the  early 
months  of  1820.  His  report  read  before  the  Society  in  May, 
1820,  was  published  in  pamphlet  form  the  same  year. 
Mr.  King  was  ordained  by  the  Congregational  Association  of 
South  Carolina,  at  the  request  of  the  Female  Domestic 
Missionary  Society,  that  he  might  the  better  serve  them  in 
the  mission  in  which  he  was  engaged,  at  the  same  time  with 
Mr.  Alfred  Wright,  who  was  ordained  at  the  request  of  Dr. 
Worcester,  Secretary  of  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  M.,  that  he  might 
be  better  equipped  for  the  missionary  work  among  the  Choc- 
taws to  which  he  had  been  appointed.  The  first  succe.‘=sful 
effort  to  give  seamen  in  the  port  of  Charleston  the  preached 
gospel  was  made  under  the  auspices  of  the  Female  Domestic 
Missionary  Society  by  Rev.  Jonas  King.  In  May,  1819, 
“ The  Congregational  and  Presbyterian  Society  for  pro- 
moting the  interests  of  religion,’  which  had  existed  for 
some  time,  changed  its  name  to  “ the  Congregational  and 
Presbyterian  Missionary  Society  of  South  Carolina,”  and 
gave  greater  simplicity  lo  its  plan.  They  had  em|doyed 
since  July,  1818,  Rev.  Henry  White,  who  was  a graduate 
of  Williams  College,  Mass.,  and  had  been  a member 
of  a Presbyterian  Church  in  Utica,  New  York,  and  was 
licensed  by  the  Congregational  Association  of  South  Caro- 
lina on  the  13th  of  May,  1818,  as  their  Missionary.  His 
health  being  imperfect  he  seems  to  have  had  a kind  of  roving 
commission.  Beginning  in  Western  New  York,  he  passed 
into  some  destitute  parts  of  Pennsylvania,  thence  through 
Kentucky  into  Tennessee,  laboring  through  Davidson,  Wil- 
liamson, Maury  and  Giles  Counties.  He  then  spent  some 
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time  in  Nortliern  Alabama,  spoke  of  Huntsville  as  a de.sirable 
missionary  station.  The  citizens  were  wealthy  and  had  it  in 
contemplation  to  build  a large  and  commodious  house  of 
worship  ere  long.  Tlie  Society  wanted  to  engage  the  Rev. 
Messrs.  King  and  Smith  as  Missionaries  for  the  destitute  parts 
of  South  Carolina  and  to  support  Rev.  Mr.  Kingbury  as  their 
Missionary  among  the  Choctaws.  In  September,  1819,  they 
had  a Missionary  laboring  in  the  upper  districts  of  South 
Carolina.  [Southern  Evan.  Intelligencer,  vol.  i,  pp.  70,  220.] 

A Sunday  School  Union  Society  was  formed  September, 
1819,  though  there  were  Sabbath  schools  in  the  Circular 
Church  in  January,  1817,  in  the  Second  Church  in  1818,  in 
the  Archdale  Street  Church  in  July,  1819,  and  an  Association 
had  existed  in  1816.  The  Elliot  Society,  named  out  of  res- 
pect to  Elliot,  the  Missionary,  who  died  in  May,  1690,  was 
instituted  in  1819,  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  missions 
among  the  Indian  tribes.  The  Associate  Reading  Society 
was  instituted  in  the  Circular  Church,  in  1819,  which  met 
weekly  \.oivork  for  the  Choctaw  Indians,  connected  with  the 
school  of  Rev.  Mr.  Kingsbury.  These  are  the  evidences  of 
Christian  action  and  Christian  union  in  this  city  which  in 
former  years  has  had  a greater  number  of  charitable  institu- 
tions, in  proportion  to  its  population,  than  any  other  in  the 
Union.  There  were  also  many  active  and  benevolent  ladies, 
of  whom  were  Mrs.  Martha  L.  Ramsay,  daughter  of  Henry 
Laurens,  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  President 
of  Congre.ss  and  prisoner  in  the  tower  of  L.ondon,  for  his 
country’s  sake,  of  Huguenot  descent  and  a nob  e Christian, 
and  wife  of  Dr.  Ramsay,  the  historian,  who  died  June  lO, 
1811,  and  left  behind  her  a shining  example  of  the  power 
there  is  in  the  life  of  an  intelligent,  refined  and  active  woman, 
like  those  of  the  gospels,  who  were  “ last  at  the  cross, 
and  first  at  the  sepulchre.”  [See  and  read  memoir  of  her 
by  her  husband.] 

The  Church  on  James  Island  was  associated,  through  its 
pastor,  at  least,  during  a part  of  this  decade,  with  the  Congre- 
gational Association,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Price  being  a member  of 
that  body.  He  was  born  March  16,  1773,  on  Crowder’s 
Creek,  in  the  southern  part  of  Lincoln  County.  N.  C.,  about 
five  miles  northwest  of  Bethel  Church,  in  York  District.  He 
was  a schoolmate  with  the  Rev.  James  Adams,  so  long  the 
pastor  of  that  church,  and  received  his  early  education  in 
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that  congregation.  His  theological  education  he  obtained 
under  the  tuition  of  Rev.  James  Hall,  of  Iredell  County,  N.  C. 
Mr.  Price  is  represented  as  being  a man  of  energy,  and  of 
practical  talent.  His  wife  was  a Miss  Baxter,  of  Bermuda. 
His  daughter  was  married  to  Mr.  F.  Jenkins  Mikell,  of  Edisto. 
He  died  on  the  i6rh  of  June,  i8i6.  We  are  not  at  present 
informed  who  was  his  immediate  successor.  The  Rev.  Aaron 
W.  Leland  appears  as  pastor  of  this  church  in  the  Minutes  of 
the  Assembly  for  1819. 

The  Presbyterian  Church  of  John’s  Island  and  Wad- 
malaw.— The  Rev.  William  Clarkson  continued  pastor  of  this 
church  until  September,  1812,  when  death  put  an  end  to  his 
labors.  He  had  the  affections  of  his  congregation  and  was 
well  esteemed  by  his  brethren  in  the  ministry  as  a man  of 
more  than  usual  ability  and  worth.  He  was  commonly  known 
as  Dr.  Clarkson,  his  title  being  derived  from  his  degree  as 
Doctor  of  Medicine.  The  following  is  the  inscription  upon 
his  tombstone  : 

In  memory  of  the  Rev.  Wm.  Cl.vrkson, 
who,  during  the  last  six  years  of  his  life,  sustained  the  pastoral  charge 
of  the  united  Presbyterian  Churches  on  this  Island  and  on  AVadmalaw. 
And  while  zealously  discharging  the  important  duties  of  his  ministry, 
was  by  a short  illness  summoned  from  his  useful  labors  to  enter  into 
the  joy  of  his  Lord  on  the  9th  day  of  September,  1812,  and  in  the  50th 
year  of  his  age.  He  was  a native  of  Philadelphia,  and  of  very  respect- 
able parentage  and  connections.  As  a husband,  a father,  a friend,  and 
in  the  various  relations  of  life,  he  exhibited  an  amiable  example  of 
affection,  tenderness,  and  Christian  integrity  in  bis  public  character 
and  service.  As  a minister  of  Christ, 

“ I would  express  him,  simple,  grave,  sincere, 

In  doctrine  uncorrupt : in  language  plaiji. 

And  plain  in  manner , 

Much  impressed 

Himself,  as  conscious  of  his  awful  charge. 

And  anxious  mainly  that  the  flock  he  fed 
Might  feel  it  too  : affectionate  in  look 
And  tender  in  address,  as  well  became 
A messenger  of  grace  to  guilty  men.” 

For  him  to  live  was  Christ,  to  die  was  gain. 

After  the  death  of  Dr.  Clarkson  they  are  said  to  have  been 
supplied  for  a year  or  two  by  a Mr.  Morse  [Letter  of  Rev.  A. 
F.  Dickson,  then.  Sept.  6,  1854,  pastor  of  this  church.]  A 
letter  was  received  from  this  Church  by  the  Presbytery  of 
Harmony  at  its  meeting  in  Charleston,  April  14,  1814,  “re- 
questing to  be  taken  under  the  care  of  this  Pre.sbytery  and 
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supplicating  for  supplies.  On  motion  it  was  resolved  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted.”  [MS.  Minutes,  p.  171.] 
The  Church  appears  after  this  among  the  vacant  Churches  of 
this  Presbytery.  On  the  26th  of  April  1816,  Mr.  John 
Cruickshanks  was  received  as  a Licenciate  from  the  Presby- 
tery of  New  Brunswick,  and  ^‘a  call  from  the  United  congre- 
gation of  John’s  Island  and  Wadmalaw  was  profered  to  him, 
requesting  him  to  become  the  pastor  of  said  Churches,  which 
call  he  declared  his  willingness  to  accept.”  “It  was  ordered 
that  the  Rev.  Drs.  Flinn  and  Leland,  Mr.  Forster  and  Couser 
he  a Presbytery  to  meet  at  John’s  Island  Church  on  the  2nd 
Wednesday  of  May  next  to  ordain  Mr.  Cruickshanks  and  in- 
stal  him  Pastor  of  said  Churches  ; that  Dr.  Leland  preach  the 
sermon  and  that  Dr.  Flinn  preside  and  give  the  charge.” 
[Minutes  p.  234,  267.]  His  ministry  was  a short  one.  His 
death  was  reported  to  Presbytery,  Nov.  5,  1818. 

Subsequent  to  this  the  Rev.  Mr.  Abbot  supplied  the  Church 
during  the  winter  of  1818,  1819,  and  in  the  year  last  named 
Rev.  Mr.  Wright  preached  to  his  Church  for  a short  time. 
Richard  Cary  Morse,  who  afterwards  was  one  of  the  origina- 
tors of  the  New  York  Observer  and  a licentiate,  supplied  this 
Church  for  a season.  In  1818  this  Church  is  mentioned  in 
the  minutes  of  the  General  Assembly  as  one  of  the  vacant 
Churches  of  Harmony  Presbytery. 

The  Presbyterian  Church  on  Edisto  Island,  enjoyed  the 
labours  of  their  esti  .lable  and  able  pastor,  the  Rev.  Donald 
McLeod,  through  this  decade.  Their  connection  through 
their  pastor  was  with  the  old  Charleston  Presbytery  whose 
last  recorded  act  known  to  us  was  the  licensure  of  James  S. 
Murray,  son  of  a wealthy  planter  of  this  congregation  which 
occurred  on  the  15th  of  April,  1819.  [So.  Evan.  Intell.,  Vol. 
I,  p.  47  and  Raphael  Bell’s  Pamphlet,  p.  32.] 

Wilton  Presbyterian  Church.  We  have  no  means  of 
ascertaining  who  ministered  to  this  people  till  near  the  end  of 
this  period.  In  1819  the  Rev.  L.  Floyd  preached  to  the  con- 
gregation on  alternate  Sabbaths.  Either  in  this  year  or  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  year  previous,  money  was  raised  by  sub- 
scription for  the  erection  of  a new  house  of  worship.  [MS.  of 
Rev.  Dr.  Girardeau.] 

The  Presbyterian  Church  of  Bethel  Pon  Pun  was  served 
during  this  decade  by  Rev.  Loatnmi  Floyd  who  was  settled 
as  its  pastor  in  1802.  Of  the  numerical  strength  of  the  con- 
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gregation  during  this  period  we  have  not  the  means  of  judg- 
ing. The  report  of  Mr.  Floyd  to  the  Congregational  Asso- 
ciation in  i8li,  was  three  whites  and  40  blacks  in  communion. 
In  1813  he  reported  the  addition  of  7 whites  and  20  blacks. 
We  think  that  in  reference  to  the  white  communicants  in 
1811,  there  must  be  some  mistake  in  the  record.  It  proba- 
bly refers  to  the  additions  during  that  year,  and  not  to  the 
total  membership. 

Saltcatcher.  There  are  several  memoranda  among  the 
papers  of  Rev.  R.  M.  Adams,  pastor  of  Stony  Creek  Church. 
One  is  an  enumeration  of  arguments  to  be  set  before  the  con- 
gregation in  St.  Luke’s  Parish  to  induce  them  to  accede  to 
the  proposition  of  Saltcatcher  Church  that  he  should  labor 
with  them  a part  of  his  time.  It  would  unite  the  two  Churches 
and  prevent  the  intrusion  of  ignorant  or  false  teachers.  It 
would  afford  the  Gospel  to  those  who  had  been  long  desti- 
tute of  it.  The  pious  and  devout  would  have  more  frequent 
0[)portunities  of  enjoying  the  Holy  Ordinance  of  the  Supper. 
The  Church  in  St.  Luke’s  would  have  a claim  upon  them  for 
the  services  of  their  minister,  when  that  should,  be  destitute 
and  Saltcatcher  be  supplied.  Another  paper  proposes  the 
arrangements  which  will  be  adopted  for  the  supply  of  the  two 
congregations  from  the  ist  of  November  to  the  ist  of  June, 
and  also  for  the  intervening  five  months  of  Summer,  and  for 
the  administration  of  the  Lord’s  Supper.  Among  them  is  the 
purpose  expressed  of  visiting  the  members  of  the  Church  at 
least  once  a year  as  their  minister. 

They  are  to  see  that  the  church  building  be  finished  and 
the  church  yard  enclosed  with  a parapet  wall  and  railing  on  the 
top  as  soon  as  convenient.  He  enters  into  minute  particulars  ; 
as  that  a new  Bible,  Church  Register,  Confession  of  Faith, 
Psalm  and  Hymn  Book,  Pulpit  cloth  and  cushion,  Sacramen- 
tal tables,  cloths,  flagon,  baptismal  basin,  towels,  chairs  in 
front  of  the  pulpit,  a box  with  lock  and  key  beneath  the  pul- 
pit seat  to  contain  the  books  of  the  Church,  benches  for  the 
vestry  room,  the  appointment  of  a sexton  and  precentor,  five 
elders  to  be  elected  and  ordained,  seven  copies  of  Psalms  and 
Hymns  to  be  procured  ; thirty  dollars  to  be  requested,  and  a 
like  sum  frorr)  the  Trustees  of  Prince  Williams,  to  purchase  a 
silk  gown.  A thoughtful  and  careful  minister  indeed  ! 
Whether  these  were  private  memoranda  for  his  own  guidance 
or  public  propositions  to  his  Church,  we  are  not  informed. 
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He  is  said  to  have  been  especially  attentive  to  liis  own  per- 
sonal appearance.  His  hair  was  powdered,  and  he  rode  to 
Church  in  his  carriage,  hat  in  hand,  lest  his  hair  should  be 
disarranged. 

Mr.  Adams’  ministerial  labors  were  terminated  with  his 
death,  which  occurred,  as  before  stated,  on  the  29th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1811.  The  next  we  learn  of  Saltcatcher  is  the  record 
from  pp.  76  and  77  of  the  M.S.  Records  of  the  Presby- 
tery of  Harmony,  April  9,  1812.  “ Mr.  Colin  Mclver,  a 

licentiate  of  the  Presbytery  of  Orange,  produced  a dismission 
from  that  Presbytery  to  put  himself  under  the  care  of  the 
Presbytery  of  Harmony,  and  applied  to  be  received.  He  was 
received  accordingly.”  A letter  from  the  Representatives  of 
the  Saltcatcher  Church,  which  had  formerly  been  under  the 
care  of  the  Presbytery  of  Charleston,  assigning  reasons  for 
their  withdrawing  from  the  jurisdiction  of  that  Presbytery, 
and  praying  to  be  taken  under  the  .care  of  the  Presbytery  of 
Harmony,  was  received  and  read.  Whereupon,  after  consid- 
eration, resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  granted. 
A call  was  then  preferred  from  the  Church  of  Saltcatcher  for 
the  whole  of  the  ministerial  labors  of  Mr.  Mclver,  read,  pre- 
sented to  him  and  accepted.  The  Presbytery  met  by  appoint- 
ment at  Saltcatcher  Church  on  the  29th  of  April,  1812,  when 
Mr.  Mclver  passed  his  trials,  and  was  ordained.  Dr.  Kollock 
preaching  the  sermon,  from  I.  Thess.  v:  21,  and  Dr.  Flinn 
presiding  and  giving  the  charge.  Twenty-two  members  were 
reported  as  added  to  the  church  during  the  following  year, 
and  the  whole  number  of  communicants  as  thirty.  Mr. 
Mclver  did  not  remain  long  in  this  pastoral  charge.  He  was 
released  from  it  on  the  loth  of  April,  1813,  and  was  dismissed 
on  the  19th  of  May,  1814,  to  the  Presbytery  of  Fayetteville. 
The  Church  of  Saltcatcher  reported  thirty  members  in  1813, 
twenty-two  of  whom  were  added  the  last  year. 

The  Independent  Presbyterian  Church  in  Savannah. — 
Of  this  we  have  written  briefly,  and  of  the  ministers  who  pre- 
ceded Dr.  Kollock.  One  name  we  neglected  to  mention,  that 
of  Rev.  Robert  Kerr,  of  whom  we  only  learn  that  his  memory 
was  cherished  with  grateful  affection  by  surviving  members, 
but  at  what  period,  and  how  long  his  labors  were  enjoyed,  we 
are  not  informed 

In  the  fall  of  1806  the  Rev.  Henry  Kollock,  D.  D.,  who 
was  then  Professor  of  Theology  in  the  College  of  New  Jersey, 
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and  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Princeton,  was  called 
to  be  the  pastor  of  this  important  church,  and  in  the  autumn 
of  that  year  he  removed  to  Savannah,  and  undertook  the 
charge  of  the  congregation  with  zeal,  fidelity,  and  forcible  and 
eloquent  presentation  of  divine  truth,  which  were  attended 
with  great  success. 

At  the  first  communion  after  he  entered  upon  his  labors, 
twenty,  and  at  the  second  eighteen  persons  made  a public 
profession  of  their  faith.  Dr.  Kollock  was  born  December 
14,  1778,  at  New  Providence,  New  Jersey,  to  which  his  pa- 
rents had  retired  from  Elizabethtown  as  refugees  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution.  His  father  was  active  in  that  struggle, 
was  a man  of  intelligence,  and  for  some  time  the  editor  of  a 
paper.  His  son  showed  a great  thirst  for  knowledge  in  hi'^ 
youth,  and  having  entered  the  Junior  Class  of  the  College  of 
New  Jersey,  was  graduated  in  1794,  at  the  early  age  of  fifteen 
years  and  nine  months  as  Bachelor  of  Arts.  In  1797  he  was 
appointed  tutor  in  college,  his  colleague  in  the  tutorship 
being  John  Henry  Hobart,  afterwards  Bishop  of  New  York, 
between  whom  and  himself  there  existed  an  intimate  friend- 
ship, thong’ll  differing  widely  on  politics  and  ecclesiastical 
government,  if  not  in  theology.  “ Although  he  was  both  a 
Democrat  and  a Calvinist,”  said  Hobart,  of  Dr.  Kollock,  “ he 
was  the  most  intelligent,  gentlemanly  and  agreeable  com- 
panion I ever  knew.”  He  was  licensed  to  preach  the  gospel 
by  the  Presbytery  of  New  York  on  the  7th  of  May,  1800. 
The  first  sermon  he  preached  at  Princeton  after  his  licensure 
on  “ The  future  blessedness  of  the  righteous.”  was  listened  to 
with  the  intensest  interest.  Nor  did  this  interest  diminish 
during  the  time  of  his  tutorship.  In  October,  1800,  he  was 
called  nearly  at  the  same  time  to  a colleague  pastorship  with 
Dr.  McWhorter,  of  Newarh,  and  to  the  church  of  Plilizabeth- 
town,  the  place  of  his  early  education,  and  where  most  of  his 
relatives  resided.  Here  he  was  ordained  on  the  lOth  ot  Sep- 
tember, 1800.  Plis  reputation  sustained  no  diminution,  but 
the  reverse.  The  favorite  authors  of  this  entire  period  of  his 
life  were  Owen,  Bates,  Charnock,  Howe,  Baxter,  Tillotson, 
Barrow,  Leighton,  Bishop  Hall  and  Pictet’.s  larger  work  in 
French,  for  his  professional  reading.  His  life  at  this  period 
was  one  of  even  excessive  devotion  to  study.  He  allotted 
little  time  to  sleep,  preserved  the  most  rigid  abstinence  and 
made  rapid  progress.  In  December,  1803,  he  was  called 
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with  urgent  solicitations  to  the  pastorate  of  the  Dutch  Pres- 
byterian Church  at  Albany,  and  soon  after  was  appointed 
Professor  of  Divinity  in  the  College  of  New  Jersey.  During 
his  pastorship,  in  concert  with  James  Richards,  Asa  Hillyer, 
Edward  Dorr  Griffin,  Arnzi  Armstrong,  Matthew  La  Rue 
Perrine,  and  Robert  Finley,  most,  if  not  all  of  them,  men  of 
note,  he  devoted  some  portion  of  his  time  to  missionary 
labors  in  the  mountainous  regions  of  Morris  and  Suffolk 
Counties.  Of  these  preaching  tours  Mr.  Kollock  was  wont 
to  speak  with  great  satisfaction.  The  flowing  tears  coursing 
down  the  cheeks  of  these  hardy  men  from  the  mines,  coal 
pits  and  furnaces,  gave  him  more  pleasure  even  than  the 
wrapt  attention  of  the  most  polished  city  audience.  On  their 
return  he  and  his  brethren  would  sometimes  spend  the  last 
day  of  the  week  in  preaching  in  some  one  of  their  congrega- 
tions. After  such  a day  had  reached  its  close,  at  Basking 
Ridge,  Mr.  Finley’s  charge,  as  the  congregation  was  about  to 
be  dismissed,  Mr.  Finley  arose  with  emotion  too  deep  for  ut- 
terance. After  laboring  in  a few  broken  sentences,  his  tongue 
was  loosed  and  he  burst  forth  in  such  impressive  eloquence 
as  Mr.  Kollock  said  he  had  never  before  heard.  The  con- 
gregation, before  apparently  passive,  was  powerfully  moved 
and  remained  after  the  benediction,  sobbing  and  overwhelmed. 
A powerful  revival  of  religion  followed  which  extended  to 
other  congregations  around.  In  May,  1803,  when  a little 
more  than  two  years  in  the  ministry,  he  was  called  to  preach 
the  missionary  sermon  before  the  General  Assembly,  usually 
counted  a distinguished  honor,  and  performed  the  duty  with 
great  acceptance.  This  sermon  was  published,  the  only  one 
he  gave  to  the  world  in  a pamphlet  form. 

The  duties  of  Mr.  Kollock  in  the  Divinity  Chair  at  Prince- 
ton, in  which  he  succeeded  a Dickinson,  a Burr,  an  Edwards,  a 
Witherspoon,  were  to  supply  the  college  and  the  adjoining 
congregation  with  preaching,  and  instruct  such  of  the  students 
as  were  in  preparation  for  the  ministry,  in  Theology  and  the 
Hebrew  language.  He  also  lectured  to  them  or  examined 
them  on  their  studies  in  the  several  departments  of  Theologi- 
cal learning.  In  the  commencement  of  1806  he  was  honored 
at  the  age  of  28  years,  with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity 
from  Harvard,  and  in  a few  months  afterward  from  Union 
College. 

For  two  or  three  years  after  his  settlement  in  Savannah,  at 
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the  wish  of  his  friends,  he  spent  the  Summer  months  in  jour- 
neying in  the  Northern  States.  On  one  of  these  excursions 
he  travelled  through  New  England  and  attracted  great  atten- 
tion wherever  he  preached.  This  was  the  case  especially  in 
Boston,  which  he  visited  on  three  different  excursions.  Multi- 
tudes were  attracted  by  his  eloquence,  and  in  1808  the  con- 
gregation of  the  Park  Street  Church,  their  spacious  house  of 
worship  being  completed,  called  him  unanimously  as  their 
pastor.  He  had  this  call  for  sometime  under  consideration. 
According  to  one  account,  his  connection  with  the  Church  in 
Savannah  was  dissolved  with  a view  to  his  removal.  Accord- 
ing to  another,  he  was  prevailed  upon  by  the  trembling  anxie- 
ty, and  affectionate  entreaties  of  the  people  of  his  charge,  aged 
and  young,  male  and  female,  to  remain  with  them,  and  in 
Sept.,  1809,  he  wrote  to  the  Park  Street  Church  declining 
their  call,  and  they  immediately  extended  it  to  that  eminent 
man,  Edward  Dorr  Griffin,  his  former  neighbor  in  New  Jer- 
sey, then  Bartlett  Professor  of  Rhetoric  in  the  Seminary  at 
Andover,  who  was  gradually  prevailed  on  to  accept. 

At  the  second  stated  sessions  of  the  Presbytery  of  Harmony 
at  St.  Paul’s  Church  in  Augusta,  Sept.  27,  1810,  Dr.  John 
Camming  was  present  as  a ruling  elder,  but  there  being  no 
quorum  present  it  was  agreed  that  a meeting  be  called  by  the 
Moderator,  which  was  accordingly  summoned  for  January  11, 
1811,  agreeably  to  a resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
1796.  At  this  meeting  Dr.  Gumming,  a ruling  elder  from  the 
church  in  Savannah  was  present  as  a member,  and  Dr.  Kol- 
lock  was  received  as  a member  of  Presbytery,  upon  a dismis- 
sion from  the  Presbytery  of  New  Brunswick  to  the  Presby- 
tery of  Hopewell,  bearing  date  July  13,  1.809;  The  Presby- 
tery of  Harmony  had  been  constituted  since  that  date,  and 
that  portion  of  Hopewell  Presbytery  which  then  held  Savan- 
nah within  its  bounds,  was  now  covered  by  the  geographical 
limits  of  Harmony.  The  Savannah  Church  was  several  times 
represented  in  this  Presbytery  by  one  of  its  elders,  and  the 
4th  regular  sessions  of  the  body  was  held  in  that  Church  from 
the  20th  to  the  30th  of  December,  1811.  In  1810  Dr.  Kol- 
lock  was  called  to  the  Presidency  of  the  University  of  Georgia, 
but  this  office  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  decline.  The  winter 
of  1 81 1 was  rendered  memorable  by  the  earthquakes  by  which 
the  city  of  Savannah  was  visited,  which  may  have  made  the 
minds  of  the  people  less  certain  of  the  endurance  of  earthly 


cr~ 


■n 


'«-  1>,u  ^ n*  «f  stMtts  -.ftwilasR, 

-«  :nl  'c^h,0T«»dJ*r  l,a  :|it^j.rji;a 



:;; -'«;S4S;:4fr 

r!  -k  ^ 

;,uto  .V..A,,  i*,„w1.;»rfj  f,»  flOil^feSSi  t <i).  vJrf^llS^WWSP 
'^'*1 


■4ct«.l'  .ilT  ::i^r  " '^.:t?i  4MmM 


■rz:'4 

t:'..'Y''"‘'’’'^  '■»' I ,»4  .fcaisvo.:)  w«>«  e«w  ,tbnu®tf  a.li.’nt/l}lS;’((io4 
- ■ •'  --■ -Yw. « f**' 

' ^s(*.t.U  <'>»'  blMi  fiJ’f.%”  Xfhf  u't  <u'4^  *1i>v  . j'  ._ ..  | ‘ ■:**,  . - 


1810-1820.] 


DR.  KOLDOCK. 


287 


thing.s.  Their  attention  wa.s  directed  to  their  eternal  state  and 
under  the  influences  of  the  Spirit,  the  Word  of  God  as  it  was 
preached,  was  effectual  to  the  conversion  of  many.  Besides 
preaching  with  unaccustomed  power  on  the  Sabbath,  his 
week-day  meetings  were  numerous,  and  much  of  his  time  was 
occupied  in  counselling  those  who  were  inquiring  the  way  of 
salvation.  In  the  same  year  he  published  a volume  of  ser- 
mons which  were  much  admired  and  extensively  read. 

Dr.  Kollock  became  each  year  more  and  more  firmly  en- 
throned in  the  affections  of  his  people.  It  is  greatly  to  be 
regretted  that  their  should  have  been  anything  to  mar  a life 
so  apparently  useful  and  happy.  But  the  usages  of  society 
as  to  alcholic  and  intoxicating  drinks  were  a temptation  to 
many  of  all  professions  and  classes  of  society.  A man  could 
not  live  in  society,  whetlier  cultivated  or  otherwise,  without 
having  wines,  often  the  most  costly  and  tempting,  or  liquors 
more  fiery,  and  less  expensive,  set  before  him  as  a mark  of  at- 
tention and  hospitality,  which  it  were  rude  and  uncivil  to 
refuse.  Under  these  circumstances  there  were  men  of  every 
profession,  grave  judges,  able  lawyers  and  physicians,  mer- 
chants of  influence  and  wealth,  and  occasionally  re  verend 
divines,  who,  before  they  were  aware,  were  seduced  by  these 
subtile  and  unsuspected  poisons,  to  their  great  injury  and  to 
the  no  small  impairing  of  the  respect  m which  they  were  held 
by  others.  It  was  regarded  as  necessary,  in  the  severe  seasons 
of  the  year,  in  wearisome  journeys,  in  times  of  peculiar  ex- 
posure, in  malarious  climes,  on  occasions  requiring  peculiar 
efforts,  and  even  in  social  hilarity,  to  have  recourse  to  such 
stimulants  as  these.  In  1812,  the  General  Assembly  passed 
very  earnest  stringent  resolutions  on  the  subject  of  intemper- 
ence  which  came  before  the  Presbytery  of  Harmony  at  its 
meeting  in  Augusta,  in  November  of  that  year,  for  its  action, 
at  which  meeting  the  subject  of  these  remarks  was  present. 
In  1813,  rumors  were  rife  that  he  had  yielded  to  these  in- 
fluences, and  the  moderator  was  called  upon  by  several  minis- 
ters and  elders,  to  call  by  letter  a pro  re  nata  meeting  to  in- 
vestigate the  rumors  that  were  afloat  prejudicial  to  his  stand- 
ing in  the  Church.  Such  a meeting  was  held  at  P2dgefield  C.  H, 
on  the  I ith  of  August,  1813.  At  the  meeting  in  1812,  such  ru- 
mors were  known  to  the  Presbytery,  and  were  privately  com- 
municated to  him  with  much  tenderness  and  candor,  and  assur- 
ances were  received  from  him  of  future  circumspection  and  con- 
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sistency  in  liis  walk.  But  new  instance.s  were  alleged  as  having 
})ublicly  occurred,  and  charges  were  reluctantly  tabled,  and 
witnesses  summoned,  and  testimony  at  a distance  taken  and  he 
cited  to  appear  to  answer  to  these  charges,  but  while  they 
were  on  the  threshold  of  this  painful  duty,  they  were  furnished 
with  a document  from  him  prepared  with  care,  in  which  he 
informed  them  that  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  withdraw,  and  says, 
“ I do  hereby  withdraw  from  the  Presbyterian  Government.” 
There  follows  this  withdrawal  an  argument  stated  with  (no 
inconsiderable)  ability  and  extended  to  some  length,  designed 
to  prove  that  there  is  no  other  than  the  parochial  or  congre- 
tional  Presbytery  knov\n  to  scripture  or  discoverable  in  what 
is  known  of  the  first  ages  of  the  Church.  To  this  the  Presby- 
tery replied,  expressing  the  opinion  that  no  human  councils 
profess  the  right  of  controlling  the  consciences  of  men,  or  of 
restraining  or  preventing  them  from  exercising  such  forms  of 
church  discipline  as  is  most  agreeable  to  themselves,  yet  that 
the  time  and  circumstances  under  which  this  declaration  is 
presented,  the  Presbytery  having  been  making  efforts  for  the 
recovery  of  an  offending  brother  and  having  been  frustrated 
by  the  alleged  repetition  of  the  crimxe,  and  being  now  called 
upon  in  the  most  solemn  manner  to  take  further  steps  of 
dealing  with  him,  were  peculiarly  unfortunate,  inasmuch  as  it 
will  be  judged  that  the  fear  of  conviction  is  the  real  cause  of 
this  declinature,  and  not  any  conscientious  scruples  which  are 
alleged  to  have  lately  arisen  with  respect  to  the  scripture  au- 
thority of  the  Presbyterian  form  of  Church  Government. 
The  Presbytery  proceeded  to  pronounce  its  judgment  that 
the  declinature  of  Dr.  Kollock  was,  under  the  circumstances, 
an  act  of  contumacy,  to  express  its  abiding  conviction  that 
the  standard  of  doctrine  and  discipline  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  is  agreeable  to  the  Word  of  God,  and  suited  to  secure 
the  peace,  purity  and  prosperity  of  the  Church  ; and  to  de- 
clare Dr.  Kollock  as  susjjended  from  the  duties  of  the  minis- 
try on  account  of  his  contumacy  in  refusing  obedience  to  the 
orders  and  authority  of  Presbytery.  He  was  served  with  a 
record  of  its  proceedings,  and  cited  to  appear  at  the  next 
stated  sessions,  to  show  reason  why  a sentence  of  deposition 
should  not  be  passed  against  him.  These  sessions  were  held 
by  invitation  in  the  Scotch  Church,  in  Charleston,  April  14-16, 
1814,  after  rehearing  the  several  steps  of  process  which 
had  been  taken,  from  the  private  admonition,  to  the  public 
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suspen.sion,  they  proceeded  to  depose  him  from  the  office  of 
the  holy  ministry,  Dr.  Kollock  having  failed  to  appear.  Thus 
matters  remained  until  a pro  re  nata  meeting  was  held  at 
White  Bluff,  below  Savannah,  on  the  25th  and  26th  of  January, 
1816.  This  meeting  was  held  for  the  ordination  and  installa- 
tion of  Thomas  Goulding  as  pastor  of  that  church,  for  the 
receiving  of  any  candidates  who  might  present  themselves,  and 
for  the  relief  of  the  vacant  churches  in  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try. At  this  meeting  Rev.  William  McWhir,  John  Cousar, 
John  R.  Thompson.  D.  D.,  and  Murdoch  Murphy,  ministers, 
were  present,  and  in  the  course  of  their  proceedings  they  dis- 
annulled the  sentence  of  deposition  passed  against  him,  and 
recommended  that  he  be  regarded  and  treated  as  a minister 
of  the  gospel  in  good  standing  Independent  Presbyteria>i 

Church,  to  which  he  is  now  attached.  And  it  was  ordered 
that  a copy  of  this  minute  be  transmitted  to  each  member  of 
Pre.sbytery,  and  to  the  Moderator  of  each  Presbytery  under 
the  General  Assembly.  The  Presbytery,  however,  at  its  regu- 
lar stated  sessions,  did  not  ratify  this  action  of  the  meeting 
pro  re  riata,  on  the  ground  that  those  present  had  transcended 
their  powers,  and  had  in  other  respects  not  acted  in  a way 
authorized  by  the  rules  of  discipline,  nor  had  any  direct  com- 
munication from  Dr.  K.,  as  a Presbytery,  nor  any  clear  ex- 
pression of  his  repentance.  The  communications  were  in- 
formal, and  could  not  in  themselves  be  a ground  for  Presby- 
terial  action.  These  transactions  were  painful  in  the  extreme 
to  Dr.  Kollock.  In  reference  to  their  first  action  he  says  : “ I 
do  not  then  attend  the  Presbytery  ; and  I cannot  recognize 
your  authority  over  me.  It  is  to  me  of  little  consequence 
what  you  do.  Life  has  lost  its  charms  to  me;  and  confiding 
in  the  cross  to  which  I have  fled,  relying  on  that  infinite 
grace,  which  is  all  my  plea,  hoping  as  a pardoned  sinner  to  sing 
the  song  of  Moses  and  the  Lamb,  I wait  for  the  liberating 
stroke  of  death,  I have  received  a wound  in  my  heart  which 
will  cause  me  to  groan  all  my  days.”  He  had  committed  a 
great  mistake.  At  the  moment  that  he  was  to  be  brought  to 
trial  he  had,  in  a spirit  of  resistance,  disownhd  the  authority 
of  that  body  he  had  sworn  to  obey.  If  his  opinion  as  to  the 
lawfulness  of  Presbyterial  government  had  undergone  a 
change,  that  was  not  the  time  to  avow  it.  If  he  had  appeared 
before  Presbytery  he  would  have  found  that  those  who  had 
been  faithful  to  him,  and  wept  and  prayed  with  him  in  pri- 
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vate,  would  have  been  ready  to  accept  any  manifestations  of 
repentance,  to  have  made  the  sentence  as  light  as  possible, 
and  to  remove  it  on  the  evidence  of  reformation.  The  prove 
nata  meeting  again  had  committed  an  error,  led  into  it  by 
their  own  kindness  of  heart,  and  the  representations  infor- 
mally made  to  them  by  a near  relative  of  the  accused.  But 
his  congregation  still  remained  enthusiastically  devoted  to 
him,  and  although  the  Presbytery  of  Harmony  had  been  in- 
formed that  if  they  did  not  take  action  in  the  case,  a neigh- 
boring Presbytery  was  resolved  to  do  it,  they  could  not  see 
that  they  could  have  done  otherwise.  It  was  much  blamed 
by  those  who  did  not  understand  the  Constitution  and  Gov- 
ernment of  the  Church,  and  had  loose  views  of  it  besides,  as 
arbitrary,  unwise  and  tyrannical.  Under  these  circumstances 
they  addressed  the  General  Assembly  of  l8i6  directly  by 
letter,  rehearsing  their  whole  proceedings,  and  earnestly  re- 
questing, to  use  their  own  words;  “That  our  proceedings 
may  either  be  rectified  by  your  wisdom,  or  decisively  sanc- 
tioned by  your  approbation.  The  state  of  public  feeling  in 
this  vicinity,  the  abused  cause  of  discipline  and  of  truth,  and 
the  few  and  persecuted  advocates  of  ecclesiastical  law  and 
order,  all  implore  and  demand  the  effectual  interference  of  the 
General  Assembly.’’  “ The  General  Assembly  will  easily 
perceive  the  most  unpleasant  situation  in  which  these  trans- 
actions involve  us.  A circular  is  out  declaring  that  we  have 
restored  Dr.  Kollock.  He  declares  that  he  never  expressed 
penitence  nor  asked  for  restoration.  Surrounded  by  the  ene 
mies  of  Presbyterianism,  and  the  friends  of  Dr.  Kollock,  our 
situation  is  peculiarly  embarrassing.  We  have  acted,  as  we 
believe,  cautiously,  conscientiously  and  firmly.  We  beseech 
you  to  examine  our  conduct.  If  you  find  us  wrong,  censure 
us  ; if  right,  give  us  the  support  of  your  public  approbation.” 
The  Assembly  replied  by  letter,  and  the  Presbytery  laid  all 
its  proceedings  in  the  case  before  the  Synod  of  South  Carolina 
and  Georgia,  at  their  Sessions  at  Willington,  in  November, 
i8i6,  which  decided  that  the  act  of  the  Presbytery  at  White 
Bluff  was  irregular,  and  that  the  Presbytery,  meeting  at 
Charleston,  acted  rightly  in  its  repeal. 

All  these  unpleasant  things — unpleasant  and  painful  to  both 
parties — did  not  cause  the  piety  of  Dr.  K.  to  be  questioned 
by  those  who  knew  him.  Even  if  they  admitted  much  of 
what  had  been  alleged,  they  remembered  that  none  are  per- 
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feet;  that  Noah,  Abraham,  David  and  Peter  had  grievously- 
erred,  and  were  yet  owned  by  God  as  his  chosen  servants. 
To  Dr.  K.,  it  seemed  that  his  case  was  greatly  exaggerated. 
“ Is  not  your  address,”  said  he,  in  an  unpublished  reply  to 
the  authors  of  the  Letter  to  the  Assembly,  “ calculated  and 
designed  to  represent  me  as  perfectly  abandoned  to  intem- 
perance ? And  yet  you  well  know  that,  on  this  point,  I had 
long  abstained  from  the  very  appearance  of  evil,  and  was  not 
only  temperate,  but  rigidly  abstemious.”  It  was,  then,  a 
fault  which  had  been  corrected,  and,  perhaps,  by  the  painful 
discipline  to  which  he  had  been  subjected. 

He  continued  to  attend  assiduously  to  the  duties  which  his 
large  and  increasing  flock  imposed  upon  him,  remaining  now 
during  the  sickly  season  when  .sometimes  he  was  the  only 
minister  in  the  city,  ‘‘  the  care  of  all  the  churches,”  as  it  were 
upon  him.  the  pastor,  in  some  sense,  of  them  all,  visiting  the 
sick  and  dying,  and  following  them  to  their  graves.  Under 
these  circumstances,  his  health  gave  way,  and,  at  the  advice 
of  physicians  and  the  urgent  solicitations  of  friends,  leaving 
his  brother  in  charge  of  his  pulpit,  he  sailed  for  England  in 
March,  1817,  visiting  the  chief  cities  of  England,  Scotland, 
Ireland  and  France.  He  was  received  with  marks  of  great 
re.spect,‘ and  in  Great  Britain  he  preached  to  overflowing  and 
admiring  congregations.  One  object  he  had  in  view  was  to 
procure  materials  for  the  life  of  the  great  reformer,  John  Cal- 
vin, which  he  had  projected  and  had  commenced.  In  this  he 
was  disappointed.  Returning  in  the  month  of  November,  on 
the  evening  of  the  monthly  meeting  for  prayer,  he  delivered, 
to  a crowded  congregation,  a deeply  interesting  discourse 
from  I Sam.,  vii.  17  : “And  his  return  was  to  Ramah,  for 
there  was  his  house;  and  there  he  judged  Israel  ; and  there 
he  built  an  altar  unto  the  Lord.” 

In  1819,  on  the  9th  of  May,  he  dedicated  the  new,  spacious 
and  noble  house  of  worship,  his  congregation,  now  greatly  in- 
creased, had  erected.  But  during  the  summer  and  autumn 
of  that  year,  the  pe.stilence  raged  in  Savannah  with  unusual 
violence,  and  under  his  severe  labors  he  became  again  en- 
feebled ; but  in  proportion  as  his  health  declined  did  he 
become  the  more  earnest  to  accomplish  the  work  it  was  given 
him  to  do.  He  had  appointed  the  13th  of  December  as  the 
day  when  he  would  preach  a charity  sermon  in  behalf  of  the 
orphans.  Against  the  remonstrance  of  his  friends  he  entered 
16 
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thepul[)it,  and  delivered  an  impressive  and  touchin_i:f  discours(.“ 
on  the  parable  of  the  Good  Samaritan,  tlie  last  he  ever 
preached.  While  listening  in  the  afternoon  to  a sermon  on 
the  subject  of  Death,  preached  for  him  by  a stranger,  he  ex- 
jierienced  a slight  paralysis  of  the  arm,  which  soon  passed 
off,  but  on  returning  home  he  fell  prostrate  under  a new  shock 
at  his  own  door.  On  the  next  Sabbath  the  cH.-ease  returned 
with  new  violence,  depriving  him  of  reason  and  conscious- 
ness, and,  on  the  29th,  he  died  at  the  comparatively  early 
age  of  forty-one.  On  the  Wednesday  before,  liis  reason  was 
restored  to  him,  and  as  Dr.  Capers,  who  was  called  to  his 
liedside  has  written,  “ He  lay  with  his  countenance  looking 
as  if  bathed  in  the  light  of  the  third  heavens,  serene  and  tri- 
uni[)hant.  Mrs.  K.  was  in  great  agony,  and  his  attention  was 
most  tenderly  directed  to  her.  He  asked  for  Runyan’s  Pil- 
grim’s Progress,  and  caused  one  of  the  family  to  read  the 
pilgrim’s  passage  through  the  swellings  of  Jordan,  and  begged 
lier  to  be  comforted.  He  called  for  the  singing  of  the  hymn 
of  Watts’  ; 

‘ Wliy  should  we  start,  or  fear  to  die !’ 

and  when  it  could  not  at  once  be  found,  he  repeated  the  h.ymn, 
‘ There  is  a land  of  pure  delight,’  his  face  lighted  with  holy 

"Observing  me  approaching  his  bed,  he  gently  extended 
his  hand,  and  as  I pressed  it  in  mine,  he  uttered,  with  some 
effort,  ‘Blessed  be  God,  even  the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  the  Father  of  mercies,  and  the  God  of  all  consolation, 
who  comforteth  us  in  all  our  tribulation,  that  we  may  be 
able  to  comfort  them  which  are  in  any  trouble,  by  the  com- 
fort wherewith  we  ourselves  are  comforted  of  God.’  And 
shortly  after  he  had  spoken  these  words,  he  fell  asleep  in 

Jy } 

esus. 

The  portrait  of  Dr.  Kollock  prefixed  to  his  works,  which 
were  printed  in  four  octavo  volumes  in  1822,  exhibits  a coun- 
tenance of  manly  beauty,  and  of  great  expression;  his  presence 
was  commanding,  his  gestures  appropriate  and  graceful,  his 
voice,  if  not  of  the  highest  melody  and  of  the  greatest  com- 
pass, was  clear  and  distinct.  His  style  was  simple,  yet  suffi- 
ciently ornate,  full  of  pathos  and  characterized  by  great 
energy  and  vigor.  His  eloquence  was  a strong,  uniform  and 
noble  stream,  acquiring  velocity,  beauty  and  power  as  it 
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.'idvanced.  ThcM'e  \v:is  ;i  ‘^lowing  eamestn.vss  and  ctnation 
which  touched  the  soul.  I4is  descriptive  powers  were  j^reat 
and  when  his  own  feeliiu^s  and  those  of  his  audience  were 
wrought  up  to  the  highest  pitch,  he  would  sometimes  burst 
forth  in  a short  pra}'er  or  an  apostrophe,  which  gave  utter 
ance  to  his  own  emotions  and  those  of  the  hearers,  that  hung 
on  his  lips,  ‘^His  eloquence”  says  Dr  Capers,  ” was  the 
unique,  the  living  expression  of  what  he  believed,  approved 
and  felt.  Its  primary  elements  were  light  and  love,  and  its 
inslruments,  I think,  were  chiefly  exquisite  sensibility  and  a 
refined  taste.”  He  wrote  his  sermons  out  in  full  and  placed 
the  manuscript  in  the  Bible  before  him.  A glance  of  the  eye 
on  a page  enabled  him  to  repeat  the  whole,  and  he  rarely 
recalled  a word  or  hesitated  in  uttering  a syllable.  “ In  . the 
latter  part  of  his  life,  his  brightest  efforts  of  eloquence  were 
purely  extempore.  Then  his  understanding  seemed  all  light, 
his  heart  a fountain  gushing  with  sensibility,  every  feature  of 
his  face  beamed  with  glowing  thought,  and  his  whole  person 
looked  as  if  animated  with  a new  life.  I have  not  heard,” 
says  Dr.  Capers.  *•  more  than  one  speaker  in  my  life  whom  I 
have  thought  fairly  on  a par  with  him,  and  that  was  Dr. 
Jonathan  Maxy,  the  first  President  of  South  Carolina  Col- 
lege.” He  was  fond  of  society  and  his  frank,  cordial  and 
unassuming  manner  made  him  always  a welcome  visitor. 

He  introduced  no  metaphysical  or  philosophic  specula- 
tions into  his  sermons,  and  seldom  displayed  the  stores  of 
Biblical  learning  he  unquestionably  possessed.  The  truths 
he  brought  forward  were  the  plain  doctrines  of  the  Bible 
presented  in  a form  which  the  people  would  feel  and  under- 
stand. 

He  was  married  in  1804  to*  Mrs.  Mehecabel  Campbell, 
widow  of  Alexander  Campbell,  of  Richmond,  Va.,  and 
daughter  of  William  Hylton,  of  the  Island  of  Jamaica.  She 
survived  her  husband  a number  of  years.  He  had  no  children. 
He  was  a man  of  large  benevolence,  and  was  generously 
sustained  by  a generous  people,  his  salary  being  $;^,ODO,  in- 
creased afterwards,  in  1818,  to  $4,000, 
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EZRA  FISK  AND  RICHARD  S.  STORRS.  [1810-1820. 


CHAPTER  III. 

The  Presbytery  of  Harmony  in  the  earliest  period  of  it.s 
history  gave  great  attention  to  the  subject  of  Domestic  Mis- 
sions. At  its  second  session  in  Augusta,  January  lith,  13th, 
1811,  Mr.  Ezra  Fisk,  a licentiate  of  the  Hampshire  Associa- 
tion, Mass.,  and  Mr.  Richard  S.  Storrs,  licentiate  of  the  Pres- 
bytery of  Long  Island,  expressed  to  Presbytery  their  willing- 
ness to  itinerate  as  missionaries  within  their  bounds  and  on 
the  frontiers  of  Georgia,  and  produced  letters  recommenda- 
tory from  these  bodies  as  suitable  persons  for  this  service. 
They  were  received  under  the  care  of  Presbytery  and  em- 
ployed for  four  months.  Without  applying  to  the  Synod, 
Presbytery  proceeded  to  ordain  Mr.  Fisk  after  the  ordinary 
examination,  which  was  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  (St. 
Paul’s)  ill  Augusta.  On  the  13th  the  ordination  took  place 
in  the  Methodist  Church,  Dr.  Brown  presiding,  and  Dr. 
Kollock  preaching  the  sermon  from  Acts  xx.,  28.  They 
travelled  and  preached  in  the  counties  of  Green,  Hancock, 
Putnam,  Morgan,  Randolph,  Clark,  Oglethorpe,  Wilkes  and 
Burke ; in  Liberty,  McIntosh,  Screven,  Washington  and 
Baldwin,  arriving  in  Savannah  December  i,  1810,  having 
travelled  1,100  miles,  having  preached  eighty  sermons  be- 
sides attending  private  societies  and  exhorting,  as  opportunity 
offered,  visiting  many  families  and  inculcating  religious  truth 
at  the  fireside. 

Measures  were  at  once  taken  to  form  a Missionary  Society 
and  the  Rev.  John  Brown,  Drs.  Hollingshead  and  Keith,  Rev. 
Andrew  Flinn  and  Dr.  Kollock  and  the  elders  Zebulon 
Rudolph,  of  Columbia,  and  Dr.  Harral,  of  Savannah,  were 
appointed  a Committee  to  draft  a plan  and  Const’tution  for 
the  same.  The  Presbytery  addressed  a letter  to  the  church 
of  Braintree,  Mass.,  requesting  them  to  release  Mr. 
Storrs  from  his  obligation  to  them  and  permit  him  to 
remain  longer  in  the  missionary  work,  but  without  suc- 
cess. Mr.  Fisk  was  engaged  in  missionary  labor  also 
from  the  lorh  of  April  to  the  25th  of  December,  1811, 
during  which  time  he  itinerated  for  three  months  through 
the  Counties  of  Burke,  Jefferson  and  Warren  ; Wash- 
ington, Hancock,  Baldwin,  Jones,  Putnam,  Randolph,  Mor- 
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j>an,  Clarke.  Oglethorpe,  Green  and  Wilkes,  traveling  about 
one  thousand  miles,  preaciiing  sixty-five  times,  lecturing  also 
and  exhorting  where  opportunity  offered.  Congregations 
were  larger,  listened  with  more  candor  and  interest,  and  were 
more  favorable  than  before  towards  the  Presbyterian  Church 
and  its  missions.  In  Morgan  County,  he  had  the  happiness 
of  seeing  the  Church  called  Pergamos  organized  ; elders 
ordained,  and  about  thirty  seal  their  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus 
at  the  communion  table  in  the  midst  of  the  wilderness.  In 
July  he  took  his  station  at  Washington,  Wilkes  County,  where 
he  spent  most  of  the  Sabbaths.  He  performed  missionary 
labor  in  the  neighborhood  of  Washington,  and  visited  again 
most  of  the  counties  mentioned  before.  (Min.,  pp.  58-61.) 
On  the  30th  of  December  the  Presbytery  adopted  the  Con- 
stitution of  The  Union  Missionary  Society,”*  to  meet  alter- 
nately on  the  second  Thursday  of  January,  in  Charleston  and 
Savannah,  and  appointed  Messrs.  John  Bolton,  of  Sav'annah, 
and  Stephen  Thomas,  of  Charleston,  its  Treasurers.  73.) 

The  missionaries  thus  alluded  to  were  Rev.  Richard  S.  Storrs 
(afterwards  D.  D.),  of  Braintree,  Mass.,  father  of  Rev.  Rich- 
ard S.  Storrs,  Jr.,  D.  D.,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  Rev.  Ezra  Fisk, 
who  afterwards  married  the  daughter  of  Rev.  Dr.  Francis 
Cummins,  of  Georgia,  was  for  twenty  years  pastor  of  the 
Church  in  Goshen.  N.  Y.,  and  received  the  degree  of  D.  D. 
from  Hamilton  College  in  1825. 

In  1812  the  Synod  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  returned 
to  the  hands  of  the  Assembly  the  conduct  of  Domestic  Mis- 
sions, before  entrusted  to  them,  and  the  direct  action  of  the 
Presbytery  in  the  control  of  this  matter  does  not  again  appear 
during  this  decade. 

On  October  28.  1814,  the  Presbytery  received  an  applica- 
tion from  a number  of  subscribers  in  the  Counties  of  Tatnall 
and  Montgomery,  Ga.,  praying  to  be  taken  under  the  care  of 
Presbytery  and  to  be  furnished  with  supplies.  Messrs.  Mur- 
phy and  Goulding  were  directed  to  visit  them  as  often  as 
practicable,  and  at  the  next  meeting  it  was  reported  that  it 
had  been  done  ; that  they  were  a duly  organized  congrega- 
tion, and  both  able  and  willing  to  support  a pastor.  A^nd  at 

*So  called  because  it  was  to  be  supported  b}'  the  Presb)deries  of 
iSoutb  Carolina  and  Georgia,  and  those  Associations  whicb  receive  tbe 
AVestininster  Commission.  Its  missionaries  to  be  ministers  or  proba- 
tioners in  regular  standing  in  the  Presbyterian  or  Independent  Churcb, 
aiuJ  were  to  be  stationaiy  or  itinerant  as  the  Managers  should  direct. 
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the  meeting'  at  White  to  which  allusion  has  behmo  been 

made,  a delegation  from  McIntosh  County  appeared  in  Pres- 
byten',  reoresenting  several  Societies  in  McIntosh,  described 
the  destitute  situation  of  the  inhabitants,  and  prayed  for  relief, 
A similar  application  was  made  by  the  inhabitants  of  Louis- 
ville, Ga.,  and  supplies  were  appointed  at  the  two  next  stated 
meetings  for  each  of  these  places.  Among  the  ministers 
named  were  Murdock  Murphy,  Thomas  Goulding,  Dr.  Me- 
Whir,  A.  G.  Forster,  John  Cousar,  A.  G.  Fraser  and  Anthony 
W.  Ross. 

In  the  southeastern  part  of  South  Carolina,  east  of  th  ; 
Santee,  was  the  ancient  Church  of  Williamsburg,  which  con- 
tinuing in  connection  with  the  old  Scotch  Presbytery,  remainetJ 
vacant,  so  far  as  we  know,  through  this  decade.  The  Rev 
Mr.  Birch,  spoken  of  on  a preceding  page,  in  a letter  written 
to  Dr.  William  Dollard,  in  iSll,  and  which  breathes  a heav- 
enly spirit,  rec(unrnended  to  them  a Rev.  Robert  Reid,  also 
a native  of  Ireland,  and  resident  in  Pennsylvania;  but  it  is 
not  known  that  he  was  ever  invited  to  visit  the  church.  Mr, 
Birch  seems  to  have  been  acquainted  with  Mr,  Malcomson  in 
Ireland,  and  makes  affectionate  inquiry  after  him,  as  his  old 
friend.  [W'allace,  p.  89,  and  MS.  Memoranda  of  the  Church.] 

On  the  first  of  January,  1819,  after  Mr.  Covert  had  served 
the  neighboring  congregations  of  Bethel  and  Indian  Town^ 
with  great  acceptance,  “ the  original  congregation  of  Wil- 
liamsburg ” addressed  the  Rev.  Dr.  Palmer,  Moderator  of  the 
Congregational  Association  of  South  Carolina,  through  their 
committee,  who  expressed  their  desire  that  Mr.  Covert  should 
be  ordained  by  them  “ in  the  Independent  order,’’  “that  he 
may  be  qualified  to  discharge  all  the  functions  of  the  minis- 
terial office,  and  to  adv^ance  (under  the  divine  blessing)  the 
."piritual  interest  of  the  congregation.”  This  request  was 
joined  in  by  Mr,  Covert,  who  presented  a dismission  from 
the  Presbytery  of  New  York,  by  which  he  was  licensed,  and 
read  a confession  of  his  faith,  which  was  approved’  by  the 
Association.  His  ordination  took  place  in  the  Circular 
Church,  Charleston,  on  the  iith  of  February,  1819,  the  Rev, 
Dr.  Palmer  presiding.  The  ordination  sermon  preached  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Parks,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Floyd  having  preached  an 
introductory  sermon  the  evening  before,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lee  offer- 
ed the  ordaining  prayer,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Palmer  delivered  the 
charge.  [MS,  Minutes  of  Association,  pp.  86-88.]  The  old 
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Presbytery  of  Cliarleston  had  not  yet  ceased  to  exi^t,  for  on 
the  15th  of  April,  ‘‘  at  a meeting  of  the  incoruorated  Presby- 
tery of  Charleston,  Mr.  James  Murray,  of  Edisto  Island,  was 
licensed  by  them  to  preach  the  gospel  wherever  God  in  his 
providence  may  call  him.” 

The  settlement  of  Mr.  Covert  over  this  congregation  was  a 
propitious  event,  as  will  afterwards  be  disclosed.  The  only 
elders  of  that  church,  whose  names  are  recollected,  are  John 
McClary  and  Thomas  and  James  McConnell.  Thomas  Mc- 
Connell died  in  1 80 1.  All  were  men  of  piety  and  worth. 

Bethel  Church,  Williamsburg.  We  have  seen  that  at 
the  beginning  of  this  decade,  this  Church  was  enjoying  the 
useful  ministry  of  Rev.  Daniel  Brown.  He  was  received  as 
a member  of  the  Presbytery  of  Harmony  on  the  14th  of  Jan- 
uary, 18 1 I,  but  probably  had  already  been  preaching  for  some- 
time to  this  congregation.  On  a visit  to  ids  native  place,  in 
the  summer  of  18:5.  he  was  seized  with  a sudden  illness  and 
died;  and  there  sleeps  with  his  fathers.  [Wallace,  p.  90.] 
During  the  vacancy  which  existed  for  nearly  two  years,  divine 
.^ervice  was  regularly  kept  up  by  ihe  elders.  On  the  25th  of 
March,  1817,  this  Church,  in  connection  with  that  of  Indian 
Town,  made  arrangements  with  the  Rev.  John  Covert  as  a 
supply  for  one  year.  John  Covert  was  a native  of  New  York 
and  a student  of  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Princeton.  A 
manuscript  letter  of  Rev.  Dr.  Miller,  dated  May  29th,  1816, 
addressed  to  Dr.  Flinn,  speaks  of  him  as  having  been  appoint- 
ed by  the  Assembly’s  Comndttee  of  Missions,  upon  the  ap- 
plication of  Dr.  Thompson  of  Augusta  for  missionary  services 
in  a large  and  important  district  of  country  between  Augusta 
and  St.  Mary's.  He  was  to  go  into  that  country  as  early  in 
the  fall  as  may  be  deemed  expedient  and  safe,  and  to  spend  a 
number  of  months  in  a missionary  tour.  He  was  directed  to 
receive  advice  and  orders  as  to  his  route  from  Dr.  Flinn  as  the 
member  of  the  Assembly’s  Committee  of  Missions  for  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia.  Dr.  Flinn  was  probably  the  means, 
after  Mr.  Covert  had  served  a few  months  on  an  itinerant  ser- 
vice in  the  field  for  which  he  was  originally  designed,  of  di- 
recting him  to  his  own  former  field  in  WiUiamsburg.  On  the 
23rd  of  March.  1818  the  Rev.  Robert  Wilson  James,  a native 
of  that  District,  a graduate  of  South  Carolina  College,  and  of 
Princeton  Seminary,  and  a grandson  of  Major  )oh.n  James,  of 
whom  we  have  written,  Vol.  I,  p.  407,  409.  480,  was  chosen 
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as  joint  Pastor  of  the  two  Churches  of  Bethel  and  Indian  Town. 
Mr.  James  was  received  by  Harmony  as  a licentiate  under  its 
care  from  the  Presbytery  of  Concord,  and  at  the  same  time  a 
call  for  his  services  was  laid  before  Presbytery,  and  put  into 
his  hands  and  by  him  accepted.  He  was  ordained  and  in- 
stalled at  Bethel  Church  on  the  lith  of  February,  1819,  con- 
currently with  the  ordination  and  installation  of  Rev.  Thomas 
Alexander,  as  pastor  of  Salem  and  Mount  Zion  Churches,  the 
representatives  of  these  congreg’ations  being  also  present. 
The  Rev.  Geo.  Reid  preached  the  ordination  sermon  from 
M^ark  16:  15,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  P'linn  presided  and  delivered 
the  charge  to  the  pastors  and  congregations. 

There  were  in  the  Bethel  Church  as  elders  prior  to  ihe 
ministry  of  Mr  James,  Robert  Frierson,  Samuel  Frierson,  Dr. 
John  Graham,  Samuel  Wilson,  John  Wilson,  William  Wilson, 
James  Bradley,  and  Thomas  Witherspoon.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  Mr.  James’  ministry  there  were  of  these  living. 
Samuel  Wilson.  William  Wilson,  Robert  Frierson,  and 
Thomas  Witherspoon.*  In  1818  there  were  added  to  the  ses- 
sion by  ordination,  David  McCIary,  Robert  I.  Wilson,  Samuel 
E.  Fu'ton,  R.  S.  Witherspoon  and  I.  B. Witherspoon.  [Wallace 
p.  91.] 

The  history  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Indian  Town 
was  much  interwoven  with  that  of  Bethel  through  the  ten 
years  of  which  we  write.  They  were  united  under  the  same 
pastors,  and  supplies,  Daniel  Brown,  1810-1815  ; John  Covert, 
1817,  and  Robert  W.  James,  1818.  Of  the  two  the  Church 
of  Indian  Town  was  the  largest.  In  1812  Bethel  reported  to 
Presbytery  56  as  the  total  number  of  communicants  and  In- 
dian Town  94,  Afterwards  their  reports  were  joint  reports 
and  the  total  number  of  communicants  was  164  in  the  united 
churches. 

The  united  Churches  of  Hopewell  and  Aimwell  on  Pee- 
Dee  were  left  vacant  by  the  removal  of  Rev.  Duncan  Brown  to 
Tennessee.  See  Vol,  I,  p.  118.  Daniel  Brown  was  appointed 
to  supply  Hopewell  in  1811.  On  the  9th  of  April  1812, 
Daniel  Smith  a licentiate  of  the  Presbytery  of  Concord  was 
received  under  the  care  of  the  Presbytery  of  Harmony,  and 
at  the  same  meeting  a call  for  two-thirds  of  his  ministerial 
labors  was  received  by  Presbytery,  and  being  tendered  to  him 

*Thornas  Witherspoon  was  the  father  of  llev.  Thos.  A.  Witherspoon 
of  Alabama. 
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was  accepted.  He  was  ordained  and  installed  at  Hopewell 
Church  on  the  7th  of  january,  1813,  the  Rev.  Daniel  Brown 
preaching  the  ordination  sermon  from  I Tim.,  iv:i6,  and  the 
Rev.  George  G.  McWhorter,  presiding  and  giving  the  charge. 
The  remainder  of  his  time  he  preached  at  tlie  Aimvvell  church 
On  the  26th  of  December.  1819.  “the  Rev.  George  Reid  in 
behalf  of  the  Rev.  Daniel  Smith  applied  to  Presbytery  for  the 
dissolution  of  the  pastoral  relation  between  him  and  the  con- 
gregration  of  Hopewell,  in  consequence  of  the  continuance  of 
his  ill  health  whereby  he  was  altogather  incapable  of  discharg- 
ing his  ministerial  duties  towards  them,  and  had  but  little 
prospect  of  recovering  his  health  sufficiently  to  do  so.  The 
application  was  granted  and  the  pastoral  relation  was  dis- 
solved. [Minutes,  283.]  At  the  end  of  this  decade  the  Aim- 
well  church  became  extinct.  The  house  of  worship  passed 
into  the  hands  of  the  Baptists,  who  put  it  in  repair  about  the 
the  year  1850  to  52,  and  have  preached  in  it  occasionally 
since  as  a missionary  chapel.  John  Witherspoon  had  left  in 
his  last  will  and  testament  tlie  Lower  Ferry  on  Lynches 
Creek  to  the  church  as  long  as  it  continued  of  the  Presbyterian 
faith  and  order.  Since  the  church  organization  has  become 
extinct  his  family  has  sold  the  ferry  to  other  parties.  The 
communicants  in  the  two  churches  in  181  i were  67,  in  1815, 
77  in  number. 

The  Presbyterian  Church  oe  Black  Mingo,  named  in 
l8o3byDr.  Ramsay  (Hist.,  Vol.  II,  p.  25),  as  being  one  of  the 
churches  of  the  old  Presbytery,  and  of  which  Rev.  William 
Knox  was  pastor,  must  have  been  in  existence  during  this 
decade,  but  we  have  been  unable  to  find  any  items  of  history 
respecting  it. 

The  minutes  of  the  Presbytery  make  no  allusion  to  the 
Church  of  Black  River,  Winyah,  in  Georgetown  District 
during  this  decade.  It  probablv  had  but  a transitory  ex- 
istence. The  Rev.  Murdoch  Murphy,  its  former  pastor, 
applied  to  Presbytery,  December  27th,  1811,  to  be  received 
again  from  Orange  Presbytery,  to  which  he  had  been  dis- 
missed three  years  before.  But  he  was  now  pastor  of  Midway 
Church,  Georgia  (p.  492). 

The  Church  of  Salem,  Black  River,  by  the  removal  of 
Rev.  George  G.  McWhorter,  became  vacant,  and  on  the  4th 
of  March,  18 ii,  petitioned  Presbytery  for  supplies.  The  Rev. 
John  Cousar,  Rev.  David  Brown,  Rev.  John  Brown,  and  Rev. 


■';tSi'  ii 


' . lo  a:iife5«4lm<^a,^4n<3 

ald«q^s.:inl  s&v/’ 


;t)^vW:|:-'■.f!>d  , b'tr4  ; tot''', will  ^s  f:r»r,v/^y.  x 

-)f!;t_  t^h  bl^lfi'jabtBti'j?.  4ri^3»4 

•:;*' 

' ; ^?4i  Id- IW' 

bajft«;|{q ■■■'^|«f«iovi  ■ tile's, (6*'l  ^rlT  ' ..bitiJied  di1ll>;twd:4lWjii 

;'f.t  ' Jj;o<I-fi>  tiijqsfi  rU'  if  1 i;|q  '-^M ' »«;lvi.tf|$H,  »rti 

I'li ' :i1li*{;^'j,v4;4  i<q<>qrr):”|4j'iW'  r(:ff.O‘[  'Y^l;4f4!u2R  ij' '«'$'•■, 

e.oib-ft’^^l ' «o-  '(;ii4>*X'  bl»«'. ■l;IMTi^Al''i 

, .baii  tiT' 

'^i'ft  I ' j'^-n  4h  j''i  I*I-Aa4  .1  ♦!  ,y  T.  ^».*4  <iiA‘>aill  iV  ^ •-.  ,.J  t'  ^^•'*’  M ' '^  ••  ' . 


iifi  I itfd'fC)  OK;  .V'lril'  a:c{?  b(oK  Kii:^^^llfbi(^^^ 


i'  ‘ ' I ’V'  * * ■ JF  > 

iM'  htahfit  ■ M ’«t‘o, 

dm  aaariJato  13^4'  lwn^-:oiasq'^'^or 


X'immi  mrjft  x^viG,  b,fi|^ 

■"  '^'  '^'  'll 

ht  "'bn''  r»"4fli;fJ(J 


. ,..  O', 


■\mmU  ja'gq' 


,.l 
.O' ' 


‘*^v-  '<='{??«$?■•: 

'''''■  ■ '()«’  ''fciW'M«»%'f  :jM  -® '4l3Bli*itvs 


M 


MOITXT  ZioN. 


[ 1 810- J 8-20. 


*25 1 ) 


/Xndrew  Fiiiin  vVei'c  appv)intecl  fiom  tinift  to  time  to  visit  it, 
preach,  catechise,  and  administer*  the  coaimunion.  On  tlie 
iQth  of  May,  1814,  the  Rev.  Robert  Anderson,  who  had  been 
licensed  on  the  lOth  of  April.  1813,  and  had  been  sent  to  the 
church  as  a supply,  was  ordained  and  installed  as  their  pastor, 
the  Rev,  Geo,  Reid  preaching  the  sermon  from  2d  Cor.,  iv  5 ‘ 
“ For  we  preach  not  ourselves,  but  Christ  Jesus,  the  Lord.” 
Rev.  Daniel  Brown  proposing^  the  questions  and  giving  the 
charge  to  the  pastoi-  and  people.  He  was  a minister  greatly 
beloved,  and  while  he  remained,  discharged  with  great  faith- 
fulness and  zeal,  all  the  duties  of  his  sacred  office  ; but  from 
motives  of  health  he  was  forced  to  leave  them.  On  the  9th 
of  November.  1815,  he  was  released  from  his  pastoral  charge 
and  dismissed  to  the  Presbytery  of  Lexington,  Va.  Th.e 
church  was  supplied  by  the  two  Messrs.  Hillhouse,  in  the 
winter  of  1816,  and  by  Rev.  John  Joyce,  in  the  winter  of 
1816  and  1817.  In  January,  1817,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Alex- 
ander, a licentiate  of  the  Presbytery  of  Concord,  visited  Salem 
and  preached  to  them  till  the  April  following.  The  people 
resolved  on  extending  to  him  a regular  call  to  the  pastoral 
office.  In  April,  1818,  he  was  received  as  a member  of  Har- 
mony Presbytery,  a united  call  for  the  two  Churches  of  Salem 
and  Mount  Zion  was  presented  to  him,  and  he  was  ordained 
(the  first  appointment  having  failed),  concurrently  with  Rev, 
R.  W.  James,  on  the  ii  of  February,  1819,  at  the  Bethel 
Church,  representatives  of  both  Salem  and  Mount  Zion  being 
present.  Two  elders,  William  Bradley  and  John  Shaw"^ 
were  ordained  in  May  following. 

Mount  Zion,  in  Sumtek  District,  owes  its  foundation  to 
the  efforts  of  three  benevolent  individuals,  Capt.  Thomas 
Gordon.  Capt.  John  DuBose,  and  Thomas  Wilson,  Esq.,  in 
the  year  1809.  arrangement  among  themselves,  Capt. 

Thomas  Gordon  furnished  the  whole  of  the  Lumber  for  the 


"On  the  9th  of  June,  1810,  the  Presbyterian  Clinrches  of  Medway, 
Salem  and  Mount  Zion,  met  according  to  previous  notice  at  Salem 
Church  and  organized  the  “ Salem  Auxiliary  Union  Society,”  whose 
object  shall  be  to  co-operate  with  the  Bible  Society  of  Charleston,  also 
to  aid  the  funds  of  the  Missionary  and  Education  Societies  and  the 
Theological  Seminary  at  Princeton,  each  of  the  three  last  being  under 
the  care  of  the  General  Assemnly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
United  States  Of  this  Society  Rev  .Tohn  Coiasar  was  elected  the 
President,  Robert  Witherspoon  1st,  and  Robert  Wilson  ‘2d  Vice-Presi- 
dent, and  Rev.  Thomas  Alexander  Corresponding  Secretary,  (lavan- 
gelical  Intelligence!’,  September  11,  1819  ) 
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hoiisc  of  worship  fiee  of  chari^ejohn  Du  Host:  gave  the  land, 
and  Thomas  VVilson  raised  a sub.scription  of  ;^400,  for  which 
Mr.  Samuel  DuBose  agreed  to  build  the  church.  In  the  year 
1810.  Rev.  Geo.  G.  McWhorter  accepted  an  invitation  to 
preach  to  tlie  congregation,  aiul  during  that  year  preached 
from  a stand  erected  f..‘r  that  purpose.  Near  the  close  of  this 
year  the  church  was  completed  During  the  years  1811, 
1812,  1813  and  1814,  Mr.  McV\  horter  preached  to  them  one- 
half  of  his  time  in  the  new  church.  It  leceives  its  first  men- 
tion, so  far  as  we  have  discovered  in  the  minutes  of  Presby- 
tery, on  the  8th  of  April,  1813,  when  it  was  represented  in 
the  Presbytery  of  Harmony  by  William  Carter,  an  elder. 
Whett  was  the  precise  date  of  its  organization  we  are  not  able 
to  say.  The  statistical  table  which  is  appended  to  this,  the 
Seventh  Stated  Sessions  of  the  Presbytery,  gives  Rev.  Geo. 
G.  McWhorter  as  tl'.e  pastor  of  Concord,  Mount  Zion  and 
Beaver  Creek,  and  the  number  of  communicants  in  this 
united  charge  as  I02.  The  same  re[)ort  of  the  same  united 
charge  is  made  at  the  April  sessions  of  18I4;  the  same  at 
April  sessions  of  1815.  Mr.  WeWhorter  left  this  charge 
about  the  beginning  of  1815.  It  was  dependent  now  ufion 
such  occasional  supplies  as  it  could  obtain.  As  Rev.  George 
Reid  was  appointed  to  supply  Mount  Zion,  both  in  the  year 
1816  and  1817,  it  remained  vacant  during  those  years  and 
until  in  1818,  it  was  united  with  Salem,  under  the  pastoral 
charge  ot  the  Rev.  Thomas  Alexander.  The  three  persons 
so  active  in  the  erection  of  the  house  of  worship,  Thomas  Wil- 
son, Thomas  Gordon  and  John  DuBose,  all  left  before  the  . 
church  was  organized.  Messrs.  Robert  Wilson,  William 
Carter  and  John  Fleming  were  the  first  elders, 
i Of  Concord  Church,  in  Sumter  District,  we  know  as  little. 
The  same  tables  show  us  that  it  was  under  the  pastoral  case 
of  Rev.  Mr.  McWhorter  in  1 8 1 3,  1 8 14.  1 8 i 5 ; that  it  continued 
so  till  May,  1819,  is  established  by  the  Minutes  of  the  As- 
sembly, which  show  that  Mr.  McWhorter  was  the  joint  pastor 
of  Beaver  Creek  and  Concord  B.  R.  at  that  time. 

! Newhope,  was  served  still  by  Rev.  Mr.  Cousar.  The  total 
! number  of  communicants,  January  ii,  1811,  was  28. 
j Mount  Hope,  is  mentioned  as  one  of  his  churches  in  April, 

I 1813.  It  may  be  another  name  for  the  same  organization. 

I Neither  of  these  names  appear  after  this  latter  date. 
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MIDWAY — CHESTEIlFIEr.D  C.  II. 


[1810-1820. 


Midway  Chukch,  which  is  on  the  N.  R.  side  of  the  eastern 
branch  of  Black  River  or  in  what  is  now  called  Clarendon 
District  or  County,  and  Bruington,  which  is  south  of  the 
south  western  Branch  continued  to  be  the  charge  of  Rev.  John 
Cousar,  Midway  in  January  i8ii,  reported  twenty  members 
in  communion,  an  increase  of  eight  since  the  report  in  1809. 
In  the  Spring  of  1812,  the  membership  was  twenty-seven  in 
number,  eleven  having  been  added  and  four  dismissed.  Bru- 
ington, which  is  now  mentioned  for  the  first  time,  is  said  to 
have  been  established  in  1811  or  1812.  during  which  year  a 
house  of  worship  was  built  and  the  Rev.  John  Cousar  con- 
stituted its  pastor.  The  same  authority  says  it  consisted  at 
first  of  but  five  members,  viz  : Jane  Nelson,  James  Nelson, 
Isabella  Nelson,  and  Samuel  Pendergrast.  In  the  statistical 
report  to  the  Assembly,  under  date  of  April  13,  1812,  it  had 
eleven  members.  In  the  two  churches,  thirty-eight.  In  the 
Spring  of  1813,  the  united  membership  of  Midway.  Bruington 
and  Mt.  Hope,  is  fifty-nine,  of  whom  twenty-three  were  added 
during  the  preceding  year.  In  the  Spring  of  1815.  the  total 
of  communicants  in  Midway  and  Bruington  was  eighty-five, 
f)urteen  having  been  added.  Neither  New  Hope  nor  Mount 
Hope  appear  any  more. 

Chesterfield  C.  H.  among  the  supplies  appointed  on  the 
13th  of  April,  1812.  were  those  of  Daniel  Smith,  who  was  di- 
rected to  preach  two  Sabbaths  in  the  Districts  of  Darlington 
and  Chesterefild.  On  the  9th  of  April,  1813,  Mr.  McNeil 
Crawford,  an  elder  from  the  congregation  of  Chesterfield, 
appeared  in  Presbytery  and  made  known  the  desire  of  that 
congregation  to  place  themselves  under  presbyterial  care  ; the 
application  was  acceded  to,  and  Mr.  Crawford  took  his  seat 
as  a member.  At  the  same  meeting,  Rev.  Colin  Mclver  was 
released  from  the  pastoral  at  charge  of  Saltcatcher  congrega- 
tion and  was  appointed  to  supply  at  least  one  Sabbath  at 
Chesterfield  C.  H.  On  the  19th  of  May,  1814,  Mr  Mclver 
was  di.smissed  at  his  own  request  to  the  Presbytery  of  Fayette- 
ville into  whose  bounds  he  had  removed,  and  on  the  28th  of 
October,  a letter  was  received  from  him  praying  the  Presby- 
tery to  give  permission  to  the  churches  of  Chesterfield,  Pine 
Tree  and  Sandy  Run,  to  make  their  reports  to  the  Presbytery 
of  F'ayetteville  and  to  request  that  Presbytery  to  receive  those 
reports  and  attend  to  the  interests  of  those  churches  .so  long 
as  a member  of  their  body  shall  minister  to  them  as  their 
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pastor.  The  prayer  was  j^ianted.  Before  1 8 19,  as  appeared 
from  the  reports  made  to  the  General  Assembly  in  that  year, 
the  Rev.  John  McFarland,  also  of  the  Presbyteryof  Fayette- 
ville, had  succeeded  to  the  pastoral  care  of  these  churches, 
though  Chesterville  and  Pine  Tree  are  reported  in  the  same 
minutes,  as  of  the  Presbytery  of  Harmony,  and  as  being 
vacant. 

Changes  were  also  taking  place  which  led  not  yet,  but  in 
the  next  decade,  to  the  establishment  of  a Church  known  as 
the  Littl^  Peedee. 

This  was  found  in  what  was  originally  a colony  from  Ash- 
pole  Church  in  N.  C.  In  their  new  home  they  did  not  neglect 
the  assembling  of  themselves  together,  but  met  on  Sabbath 
days  at  the  house  of  Mr.  John  Murphy,  one  of  their  members, 
for  religious  worship  ; sermons  were  read  by  Dugald  and 
Duncan  Carmichael,  Esqrs.,  and  by  Mr.  Murpliy  himself. 
Rev.  Mr.  Lindsay  of  North  Carolina  had  occasionally  visited 
them  at  their  request.  Afterwards,  and  during  their  religious 
services,  the  Rev.  Mr.  McDiarmid  preached  occasionally  at 
private  houses.  These  ministerial  visits  were  between  the 
years  of  1805  and  1820.  About  the  year  1815,  the  Rev,  Mr. 
Caldwell  of  Concord  Presbytery,  preached  in  the  house  of 
Mr.  Peter  Campbell,  while  he,  Mr,  Caldwell,  was  employed  as 
a teacher  at  Marion  Court  House.  These  religious  exercises 
prepared  the  way  for  wiiat  supervened  in  the  next  decade. 

Red  Beuff, — This  church  still  belonged  to  the  Synod  of 
North  Carolina,  though  in  Marlboro’  County,  South  Caro- 
lina, “ The  first  meeting  of  Fayetteville  Presbytery  was  held 
at  Centre  Church,  Robeson  County,  N.  C.,  on  the  2 1st  of  Oc- 
tober, 1813.  The  roll  of  churches  is  not  given,  but  simply 
the  roll  of  ministers.  Red  Bluff  was  doubtle.ss  one  of  the 
original  churches,  for  soon  afterward  we  find  it  supplied  by 
the  Rev.  Malcom  McNair,  in  connection  with  Centre,  Ashpole 
and  Laurel  Hill.  This  date  gives  us  a clue  as  to  the  length 
of  time  that  Sharon  existed  as  a separate  congregation.  It 
could  not  have  been  more  than  ten  or  twelve  years. 

The  Fikst  Presbyterian  Church,  in  Columbia,  so  far 
as  our  historical  researches  have  yet  discovered,  although 
existing  in  some  form  in  1795,  (see  Vol.  I,  595,)  received 
its  first  and  complete  organization  as  a Presbyterian  Church 
I under  Rev.  John  Brown,  afterwards  D.  D.,  who  had  re- 
cently become  a Professor  in  the  South  Carolina  College.  A 
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meeting  was  IieKl  early  in  the  year  i8io,  at  the  house  of  Mr- 
Daniel  Grey,  at  which  were  present  Rev.  Mr.  Brown,  Mr. 

Thomas  Lind,  Mr.  Becket,  Mr.  James  Young.  Mr.  James 

Douglas,  Mr.  Daniel  Gray  and  Mr.  John  Murphy.  Having 
agreed  to  associate  tiiemselves  together  as  a Presb)’terian 
Congregation,  they  proceeded  to  the  nomination  of  Ruling 
Elders;  and  after  consultation  and  conference  on  the  subject, 
Mr.  Lindsay  and  Mr.  Murpli)’  being  nominated  were  elected 
by  the  suffrages  of  the  members  present  at  the  meeting. 

At  a meeting  held  on  the  15th  of  May,  1810.  at  the  house 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Brown,  the  members  entered  into  and  sub- 
scribed a more  formal  agreement,  and  appointed  the  Saturday 
next  ensuing  as  a Day  of  Fasting,  Humiliation  and  Prayer  for 
the  Divine  blessing  on  the  Churcli  in  general,  and  the  newly 
formed  society  in  particular,  and  especially  for  His  blessing  to 
await  them  in  the  celebration  of  the  Holy  Sacramental  Supper 
of  our  Lord,  which  it  was  at’^reed  should  be  administered  in 
the  College  Chapel  on  the  next  Sabbath.” 

“At  a meeting  held  at  the  house  oF  the  Rev.  Mr.  Brown, 
Col.  Thomas  Taylor,  Mr.  Lindsay  and  Mr.  Murphy  were  or- 
dained Ruling  Elders  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  ‘ Forms 
for  the  Government  and  Discipline  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
in  the  United  States  of  America.’  ” [Old  Records  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  cf  Columbia.] 

This  is  the  first  communion  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Columbia  of  which  we  have  any  iccord.  Those  who  were 
present  and  participated  in  it  frequently  referred  to  it  as  a 
season  of  peculiar  interest.  The  number  of  communicants 
was  precisely  the  number  of  those  who  first  sat  down  at  the 
Sacramental  Supper  when  it  was  instituted  by  Christ.  Their 
names  have  been  traditionally  preserved,  and  it  may  be 
proper  to  record  them.  They  are  as  follows : Mr.  and  Mrs. 
James  Young.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Douglass,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Zebulon  Rudolph,  Mrs.  W.  C.  Preston,  Mrs  Chancellor 
Harper,  Mr.  David  Grey,  Mrs.  James  Lewis,  Mrs.  Dr.  Brown 
and  Miss  Clementine  Brown,  afterwards  Mrs.  Golding,  to 
which  list  must  be  added,”  says  Dr.  Palmer,  from  whose  MSS. 
we  are  culling  most  of  these  facts,  ‘ Col.  Thomas  Taylor,  the 
Patriarch  of  the  settlement,  who  subsequently  became  an 
Elder  in  the  Church,  but  who  then  communed  for  the  first 
time  under  circumstances  of  peculiar  interest.  This  venerable 
gentleman,  so  justly  revered  as  one  of  the  Fathers  of  the 
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'['own,  and  of  the  Presbyteri.in  Church,  appears  to  iiave  been 
tlirouijh  life  a man  ofstron^^  religious  sensibilities.  By  edu- 
cation he  was  an  Episco|)alian,  that  being  the  chuicli  of  his 
father.  For  himself,  however,  lie  had  not  been  sufficiently 
satisfied  with  any  ex’isting  church  to  attach  himself  to  it. 
When  on  this  occasion  he  saw  the  table  spread  in  the  Chapel 
of  the  College,  and  heard  the  free  invitation  given  to  God’s 
children  to  celebrate  the  Redeemer’s  Passover  in  the  Supper, 
his  mind  was  powerfully  affected.  He  liad  found  the  people 
among  whom  he  was  willing  to  cast  in  his  lot,  and  yielding 
to  the  strong  impulse  of  his  heart,  he  went  forward.  Speak- 
ing with  the  emotions  whicli  mastered  him,  he  bowed  his  head 
upon  the  table  among  the  communicants,  who  were  all  happy 
that  the  Lord’s  Tabernacle  was  established  atnong  them. 
When  the  Pdders  came  around  to  collect  the  tokens,  (whicli 
were  then  used,)  being  ignorant  of  the  usages  of  the  Church, 
he  slipped  a piece  of  coin  into  the  hand  of  the  Elder,  who 
with  a smile  returned  it.  But  though  not  exactly  qualified 
as  to  Church  form,  he  was  not  disturbed  ; all  recognized  his 
pious  emotion  as  the  true  token  that  he  was  the  Lord’s  disci- 
ple. This  circumstance  he  often  referred  to  in  later  years, 
when  he  had  become  an  officer  in  the  Church,  and  is  now  fre- 
quently spoken  of  by  his  few  surviving  compeers,  who  dwell 
with  affection  upon  his  memory;  which  is  the  memory  of  a 
pure  life  and  virtuous  deeds.”  M5S.  Hist,  by  Dr.  Palmer, 
pp.  8,  9. 

We  have  referred  to  this  circum-;tance  in  Vol.  i.  p.  597,  not 
being  perfectly  satisfied  as  to  whether  it  occurred  under  the 
Mr.  Dunlap  or  Mr.  Brown’s  ministry.  That  Mr.  Dunlap  should 
have  preached  in  Columbia  nine  vears  after  his  ordination 
without  ever  administering  the  communion  of  the  Lord’s 
Supper  seemed  to  us  somewhat  strange.  Then  the  sequence 
in  the  ‘‘old  recoids.”  The  meeting  at  the  house  of  Mr. 
Grey  early  in  i8io.  their  agreeing  to  associate  as  a congrega- 
tion, electing  Messrs.  Lindsay  and  Murphy  as  elders,  the 
more  formal  subscrip'iion  and  agreement  May  i3,  1810,  at 
the  house  of  Mr.  Brown,  and  their  having  a day  of  fasting 
and  prayer  before  the  communion,  their  holding  a meeting  at 
the  house  of  Mr.  Brown,  at  which  the  two  elders  before  men- 
tioned and  Col.  Tavlor  were  ordained,  does  not  give  a natural 
sequence  of  events,  unless  the  communion  in  question  was 
administered  by  the  two  elders,  when  as  yet  their  ordination 
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had  not  taken  place.  There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  the 
tradition,  at  the  time  of  the  writing  of  the  history  of  this 
church  by  Dr.  Palmer,  was  in  accordance  with  his  statement. 
And  his  conclusion  was  that  elders  were  induced  to  come 
from  neighboring  churches  to  assist  in  the  communion  when 
administered  by  Mr.  Dunlap.  “ Dr.  Brown’s  useful  labors  in 
Columbia  were  terminated  by  the  resignation  of  his  office  as 
Professor  in  the  South  Carolina  College,  which  was  on  the 
first  of  May,  i8li.  He  soon  afterwards  removed  and  trans- 
ferred his  relations  to  Hopewell  Presbytery,  having  been 
elected  as  President  of  the  University  of  Georgia,  established 
at  Athens.  His  short  stay  was,  however,  pre-eminently  use- 
ful, as  by  him  the  church  was  fully  organized  and  a spirit  was 
infused  which  has  continued  to  this  day.”  The  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Divinity  was  conferred  on  him  by  the  College  of 
New  Jersey  in  i8i  i. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Synod  of  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia,  at  Columbia,  in  1831,  Dr.  Brown  was  present  as  a 
worshipper  in  the  church  for  the  last  time,  and  overpowered 
with  emotion,  alluded  to  the  circumstances  and  scene  of  their 
first  communion,  in  which  he  participated.  Some  of  the 
letters  written  from  Columbia  while  he  was  resident  here 
and  addressed  to  his  friend.  Dr.  Flinn,  are  marked  by  that 
ea.sy  and  flowing  style,  that  childlike  simplicity  and  that 
language  of  affection  for  which  he  was  always  so  remarkable. 
Did  our  limits  allow  we  would  be  glad  to  follow  this  good 
man  through  the  remainder  of  his  career.  He  resigned  the 
Presidency  of  the  University  of  Georgia  in  1816,  was  twelve 
years  pastor  of  Mount  Zion  Church,  in  Hancock  County, 
when  he  removed  to  Fort  Gaines  and  entered  into  the  eternal 
rest  on  the  iith  of  December,  1842,  in  the  80th  year  of  his 
age.  “ Our  Apostle  John,”  he  was  sometimes  called,  a man 
of  guileless  simplicity  and  universally  beloved.  Sprague’s 
Annals,  vol.  iii.,  LaBorde’s  Hist.  S.  C.  College. 

The  immediate  fruits  of  his  labors  here  were  reaped  by  his 
successor,  the  Rev.  Benjamin  R.  Montgomery,  elected  to  the 
chair  of  Moral  Philosopy  and  Logic,  November  27th,  18  1 1. 
” His  ministration  as  Chaplain  of  the  State  Institution  were 
attended  by  the  people  and  he  became  as  Dr.  Brown,  their 
quasi  pastor.”  The  members  of  the  church  being  desirous  of 
assuming  a more  regular  form  of  connecting  themselves  more 
nearly  with  Dr.  Montgomery  as  their  pastor,  held  a meeting 
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on  the  jQtli  of  July,  1812.  in  the  Court  House,  in  Jhe  town  of 
Columbia.  Col.  Taylor  was  appointed  chairman  of  the  meet- 
ing. At  this  time  the  following  paper  was  drawn  up  ; “We 
whose  names  are  hereby  subscribed,  do  hereby  agree  to  asso- 
ciate ourselves  into  a congregation  for  religious  worship,  under 
the  pastoral  care  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Montgomery,  and  his  suc- 
cessors, whom  we  may  hereafter  choose.  Divine  service  to 
be  performed  according  to  the  Presbyterian  or  Independent 
form  of  public  worship.  Signed  by  Thomas  Taylor,  Sr., 
Henry  D.  Ward,  James  Douglas,  Thomas  Lindsay,  J.  Smith, 
John  Murphy,  H.  Richardson,  Henry  W.  DeSaussure,  D. 
Coattes,  William  Shaw,  James  Young,  Abram  Nott,  Zebulon 
Rudolph,  A.  Mulder,  James  Davis  and  John  Hooker.  At 
the  same  meeting  Col.  Taylor,  Judge  Nott  and  Maj.  Ward 
were  appointed  a committee  to  procure  a proper  place  for 
building  a church. 

Thus  far  the  members  of  the  church  and  congregation  had 
been  accustomed  to  worship  in  the  College  Chapel,  occupy- 
ing the  galleries,  while  the  body  of  the  building  was  filled  by 
the  students.  As  the  church  grew  in  numbers  this  arrange- 
ment was  no  longer  convenient. 

When  the  town  of  Columbia  was  originally  laid  out  by  a 
Commission  of  the  Legislature,  a square  of  land  containing 
four  acres  was  reserved  for  a public  burying  ground  in  the 
southern  portion  of  which  interments  were  made. 

At  a later  period,  there  being  some  dissatisfaction  in  the 
location  of  this  public  ground,  an  Act  was  passed  in  the  year 
1808,  the  same  year  in  which  the  town  itself  was  incor- 
porated, authorizing  the  sale  of  half  this  square  as  yet  unoc- 
cupied by  graves.  The  proceeds  of  this  sale  were  to  be  ap- 
propriated to  the  purchase  of  another  burial  place.  This  was 
done  and  the  surplus  of  money  over  and  above  the  purchase 
was  to  be  divided  equally  between  the  four  denominations. 
The  two  remaining  acres  were  appraised,  were  to  be  the 
property  of  the  Episcopalians  and  the  Presbyterians.  It  was 
not  advisable  that  their  houses  of  worship  shauld  be  so  near 
each  other,  and  it  was  agreed  that  one  of  these  denominations 
should  buy  out  the  rights  of  the  other.  Lots  were  cast  to  de- 
termine which  of  the  two  should  buy  out  the  other  party  and 
become  the  sole  proprietor.  The  decision  was  that  the  Pres- 
byterians should  hold  the  ground,  extinguishing  by  purchase 
the  just  claims  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  A contract  was 
17 
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made  on  the  22d  of  June.  1813,  for  building-  a house  of 
worship.  The  whole  expenses  of  which,  including  what 
was  spent  in  procuring  the  site,  is  estimated  to  amount  to 
$8,000. 

In  the  month  of  October,  1814,  the  Presbytery  of  Harmony 
met  in  Columbia  and  at  this  time  the  church  was  dedicated. 
We  do  not  know  what  the  services  of  dedication  were.  But 
the  Presbytery  was  opened  with  a sermon  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Flint!  from  Revelation,  2:10.  “Be  thou  faithful  unto  death 
and  I will  give  thee  a crown  of  lile.’^  The  building  at  this 
time  was  in  a most  incomplete  state,  being  only  enclosed  and 
floored,  but  without  pews  and  sashes.  Rude  .seats  were  con- 
structed for  the  occasion,  and  the  Methodist  church  was  cour- 
teously tendered  to  the  Presbytery  for  the  services  at  night.. 

During  the  year  1815  the  building  was  completed.  In. 
October,  1817,  a bell  was  added,  the  same  indeed  which  now 
calls  us  to  worship.  These  first  houses  of  worship  in  Colum- 
bia were  not  in  the  highest  style  of  church  architecture- 
which  is  now  affected.  The  Presbyterian  Church,  like  most 
of  the  others  was  of  wood.  It  had  two  square  towers  sur- 
mounted by  cupolas  in  front,  and  perhaps  was  rather  more 
tasteful  and  aspiring  than  the  other  churches,  thoughit  would 
appear  not  very  imposing  to  the  men  of  the  generation  now 
coming  on  the  stage  of  action. 

Dr.  Montgomery,  though  still  the  chaplain  of  the-  college 
was  permitted  to  officiate  in  the  church,  the  students  accom- 
panying him  from  the  Chapel.  He  continued  to  minister  tO’ 
them,  receiving  from  the  people  the  stipend  of  $500;  per  an- 
num till  the  year,  1818.  During  the  si.x  years  ofhis  residence 
nnd  labors  in  Columbia,  the  leading  incidents  were  the  erec- 
tion of  a house  of  worship  with  all  its  necessary  furniture;. the 
gracious  work  of  God’s  Spirit  in  the  first  year  ofhis  ministry 
during  which  36  persons  were  added  to  the  church  and  the 
election  of  a truly  worthy  and  valuable  elder.  Mr.  Thomas. 
Lindsay,  one  of  the  three  original  elders  fi^iving  removed  to 
St.  Charles,  Missouri,  Edward  D.  Smith,  M.  D.,  professor  of 
Chemistry  and  Natural  Philosophy  in  South  Carolina  College 
was  chosen  to  fill  his  place.  About  the  first  of  the  year  1818 
Dr.  Montgomery  began  to  meditate  a removal  to  Missouri, 
and  the  church  having  grown  in  size  and  importance,  realized 
the  want  of  a settled  pastor  whose  whole  time  and  talents 
might  be  devoted  to  their  interests,  A public  meeting  of  the 
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pew  holders  was  c.dled  on  the  28th  of  April,  1818.  to  take  this 
subject  into  consideration.  The  result  was  the  appointment  of 
a committee  of  seven,  consisting  of  Col.  Thomas  Taylor,  Hon. 
Judge  Nott,  Ainsley  Hall,  Zebulon  Rudolph,  who  liad  before 
been  an  elder  in  the  church  in  Camden,  Samuel  Guirey, 
David  Thompson,  and  Dr.  Edward  D.  Smith,  to  whom  was 
committed  the  whole  matter  of  inquiring  for  a suitable  candi- 
date, and  when  they  were  satisfied,  of  conducting  all  the  ne- 
gotiations for  his  settlement  in  the  pastorate.  By  this  arrange- 
ment, the  congregation  bound  itself  to  submit  to  the  judg- 
ment of  a select  committee  ; but  they  sought  to  protect  them- 
selves by  a condition  in  the  settlement  which  limited  the  con- 
tract to  a term  of  three  years,  when  it  would  expire  of  itself 
but  might  be  renewed  at  the  pleasure  of  the  parties.  This 
rule,  wholly  unknown  as  it  is  to  the  constitution  of  the  Pres- 
byterian church,  proved  afterwards  a prolific  source  of  evil. 
But  it  was  the  only  check  which  they  could  place  upon  the 
power  which  they  had  unwisely  deposited  in  the  hands  of  a 
committee  to  call  and  settle  a pastor  at  their  discretion. 

The  committee  vested  with  this  power  and  being  aware 
that  the  Rev.  Ebenezer  Porter,  D.  D.,  then  Bartlett  Prof 
of  Rhetoric  in  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Andover,  Massa- 
chusetts. and  afterwards  President  of  the  same,  was  obliged 
to  spend  his  winters  in  the  South  to  avoid  the  rigors  of  a 
Northern  climate,  and  supposing  that  on  that  account  he 
might  prefer  a Southern  residence,  expressed  the  desire  that 
he  would  consent  to  receive  a call  from  this  church.  In  the 
following  November  he  was  chosen  President  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Georgia.  Both  offers  were  declined  by  Dr.  Porter, 
through  his  supreme  devotion  to  the  Theological  Seminary 
with  which  he  was  connected.  [Memoir  of  Dr.  Porter  by 
Lyman  Matthews,  p.  75.]  They  next  directed  their  atten- 
tion to  Mr.  Thomas  Charlton  Henry,  son  of  Alexander 
Henry  of  Philadelphia,  a graduate  of  Middlebury  College  and 
the  Theological  Seminary  at  Princeton,  New  Jersey,  and  at 
this  time  a licentiate  under  the  care  of  the  West  Lexington 
Presbytery,  Kentucky.  Though  personally  unknown  to  the 
committee  he  was  warmly  recommended  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Joyce,  then  of  Augusta,  and  by  several  persons  in  Charleston. 
Accordingly  a letter  was  addressed  to  him  on  the  23rd  of 
June,  1818,  which  resulted  in  his  being  ordained  and  installed 
the  first  Pastor  q{  the  church,  if  we  except  Mr.  Dunlap,  who 
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had  been  ordained  here  by  the  old  Presbytery  of  South  Car- 
olina in  1795.  During  the  interval  of  the  five  years  between 
the  death  of  Mr.  Dunlap  and  the  advent  of  Dr.  Brown,  there 
has  yet  appeared  no  trace  of  the  church’s  history.  The  Pres- 
bytery of  Harmony  met  in  the  town  of  Columbia  on  the  5th 
of  November,  1818. 

At  the  earnest  desire  of  the  congregation,  Mr.  Henry 
passed  through  the  several  parts  of  his  trial,  and  was  ordained 
and  installed  on  Saturday,  the  7th  of  November,  1818,  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Montgomery  preaching  the  sermon  from  2nd  Cor. 
ii  ; 16,  and  Rev..  Dr.  Flinn  presiding  and  delivering  the  chaige 
to  the  pastor  and  the  people. 

Dr.  Montgomery,  at  the  same  meeting,  was  dismissed  to 
join  the  Presbytery  of  Missouri.  A subscription  was  set  on 
foot,  as  soon  as  the  call  was  made  out,  to  raise  the  .•'alary, 
which  was  $2,000,  and  to  procure  a residence.  This  church 
was  incorporated  in  1813,  by  the  name  and  style  of  The  First 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  Town  of  Columbia.  The  total 
of  communicants  reported  by  Dr.  Montgomery  was  forty- 
eight ; twenty-six  were  received  under  Mr.  Henry’s  ministry 
before  the  close  of  1819. 

The  church  met  with  a serious  loss  in  the  summer  of  1819 
in  the  death  of  Edward  Darrill  Smith,  M.  D.,  one  ot  its  elders, 
who  was  greatly  beloved.  He  was  descended  from  the  Land- 
grave Thomas  Smith,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Carolina,  was 
born  in  the  City  of  Charleston  in  May,  1778,  and  was  the 
youngest  son  of  Josiah  and  Mary  Smith,  who  gave  him  the 
advantages  of  a liberal  education.  He  was  graduated  with 
distinction  at  Princeton  at  the  age  of  17,  and  took  his  degree 
of  M.  D.  at  Philadelphia.  In  January  7,  1802,  he  entered 
into  partnership  in  the  practice  of  medicine  with  his  uncle. 
Dr.  William  S.  Stevens,  and  Dr.  Joseph  H.  Ramsay,  and  was 
married  in  November  of  the  same  year  to  Miss  Sarah  J. 
North,  who  survived  him  many  years,  an  ornament  and  ex- 
ample to  all.  and  universally  beloved.  In  March,  1807,  he 
removed  to  Pendleton,  where  the  death  of  his  eldest  daughter 
quickened  the  religious  impressions  made  upon  the  mind  of 
Mrs.  Smith  and  himself  He  joined  the  Hopewell  Church, 
under  Mr,  McElhenny,in  the  summer  of  1810,  and  set  up  the 
altar  of  prayer,  without  delay,  in  his  house.  The  solemn 
covenant  he  entered  into  at  that  time  was  found  among  his 
papers  after  his  death,  and  is  worthy  of  preservation  as  an 
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.'caniple  lo  others  Tlie  chair  of  Chemi^^try  and  Natural 
'hilosophy  in  the  College  of  South  Carolina  being  vacated 
y the  lamented  death  of  Professor  Charles  Dewar  Simons, 
/•ho  \s^as  drowned  on  his  way  home  from  Charleston,  he  was 
lected  to  succeed  him,  November  26th,  1812,  and  removed 
is  family  to  Columbia  in  January  following.  He  transferred 
is  membership  to  the  church  in  Columbia,  took  an  active 
art  in  the  erection  of  the  church  edifice;  and  Mr.  Thomas 
Jndsay.  one  of  the  three  original  elders,  having  removed  to 
it.  Charles,  Mo.,  he  was  elected  an  elder  in  his  place.  As  a 
Christian,  he  was  much  in  prayer  ; as  a college  officer,  a man 
f wonderful  diligence,  methodical  in  his  habits,  successful  as 

teacher,  and  beloved  and  revered  by  his  pupils.  He  was  of 

magnanimous  and  generous  nature,  sacrificing  his  own  ease 
Dr  the  good  of  others,  a model  of  manly  virtue.  He  sat  at 
le  Lord’s  table  at  the  communion  in  July  for  the  last  time. 
)n  Monday  morning  he  left  for  Missouri  with  his  friend,  Mr. 
)avid  Coulter;  was  attackea  with  bilious  fever  soon  after  his 
rrival  at  his  friend’s  house,  and  died  in  the  month  of  August 
’ar  away  from  the  wife  and  children  of  his  bosom,)  where  his 
emains  were  interred.  Great  was  the  sorrow  at  his  death.  In 
he  epidemic  which  had  prevailed  in  Columbia  in  1816,  his 
luties  in  college  were  suspended  that  he  might  bestow  his 
irofessional  labors  upon  the  suffering,  to  whom  he  was  often 
he  instrument  of  good. 

•The  Bethesda  Church,  Camden. — The  Rev.  Andrew 
dinn  liaving  resigned  his  pastoral  charge  on  the  14th  of 
Migust,  1809,  the  church  was  declared  vacant,  and  a tem- 
lorary  engagement  for  the  conduct  of  its  worship  made  with 
he  Rev.  VV.  Brantly,  of  the  Baptist  Church,  until  a pastor 
ould  be  procured. 

At  a regular  meeting  of  the  congregation,  on  the  i6th  of 
)ctober,  1809,  it  was  unanimously  resolved  that  the  Rev.  B. 

On  Thunsclay,  February  4,  1819,  the  Columbia  Sunday  School  Union 
ras  formed.  Col.  John  Taylor,  President;  Dr.  Jame.s  Davis,  Dr.  E.  D. 
Smith,  Major  C.  Clifton,  and  Rev.  Prof.  R.  Henry,  Vice-Presidents ; Rev. 
u C.  Henry,  Corresponding  /Secretary  ; John  'Dickson,  Recording  /Secretary  ; 
tndrew  AVallace,  Treasurer;  Messrs.  Zeb’n  Rudulph,  AVm.  Cline,  D. 
['homp.son.  and  Wm.  DeSaussure,  Directors.  On  the  resignation  of  Dr. 
)avis,  Rev.  W.  B.  Johnson  wits  appointed  in  his  place.  This  organiza- 
ion  embraced  different  denominations.  Schools  No.  1,  2 and  3 are 
•eferred  to,  and  the  objects  of  the  organization  seem  to  have  been  car- 
•ied  forward  with  great  system  and  efficiency.  Among  the  most  dili- 
;ent  and  interested  workers  in  this  Society  was  Dr,  E.  D.  Smith. 
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R.  Montijomery  be  called  to  the  pastoial  charge  of  the  con- 
gregation, and,  finding  that  the  pew  rents  amounted  to  about 
six  hundred  dollars,  that  this  sum  be  guaranteed  to  him  an- 
nually as  a compensation  for  his  services. 

The  Rev.  B.  M.  Montgomery  entered  upon  the  duties 
of  his  office.  January  1st,  i8ii,  and  Mr.  William  Lang 
and  James  K.  Douglas  were  at  that  time  elected  elders. 
From  this  position  he  was  called  to  a professorship  in  the 
College  in  Columbia.  Dr.  Laborde  says  (Hist,  of  S.  C.  Col- 
lege,  p.  95)  his  first  official  act  bears  date  February  9th,  1810, 

In  a letter  now  before  me,”  says  Dr.  Laborde,  “ I am  as- 
sured that  never  was  a separation  between  a pastor  and  his 
people  more  trying.  Nothing  but  the  importance  of  uniting 
the  pastoral  relation  of  the  young  and  feeble  church  at  Colum- 
bia with  the  professor’s  chair  in  College  could  have  induced 
him  to  relinquish  his  connection  with  the  church  at  Camden. 
He  was  often  heard  to  say  that  the  most  sorrowful  day  of  his 
life  was  when  he  left  Camden.  His  farewell  sermon  was 
preached  from  2d  Corinthians,  xiii.  ii.  One  who  heard  it 
writes  that  ” it  was  an  occasion  never  to  be  forgotten  by 
those  present.  There  was  not  a tearless  eye  in  the  church, 
and  many  irrepressible  bui  sts  of  sorrow  testified  the  love  and 
attachment  between  a beloved  pastor  and  his  people.”  {^Ibid, 
pp.  95,  96.)  The  parting  of  pastor  and  people,  when  there  is 
even  the  common  bond  of  friendship,  is  always  painful.  But  the 
description  reminds  the  present  writer  of  what  was  said  of 
Dr.  Montgomery  by  Dr.  Leland,  lately  departed,  that  he 
was  capable  of  great  eloquence  ; ” and  by  Dr.  Campbell,  who 
also  departed  this  life  some  years  since,  that  the  most  brilliant 
discourse  he  ever  heard  was  pronounced  by  Dr.  Montgomery. 
But  his  pulpit  efforts  were  not  always  equal.  Dr.  Mont- 
gomery’s stay  in  Camden  was  comparatively  a brief  one.  He 
was  elected  to  the  chair  of  Moral  Philosophy  and  Logic,  in 
the  College  of  South  Carolina,  November  27,  1811. 

The  church  was  again  declared  vacant,  and  the  Rev.  Geo. 
Reid  was  called  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resigna- 
tion of  Rev.  B.  M.  Montgomery,  and  remained  until  the  year 
1819,  when  he  removed  to  Charleston,  and  the  church  was 
again  vacant.  Various  methods  weVe  adopted  to  keep  open 
the  house  of  God,  and  to  sin- tain  the  interest  of  the  people  in 
religious  things.  At  a meeting  held  January  7,  1819,  it  was 
resolved  to  invite  Mr.  John  McEwen,  who  was  not  yet 
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licensed,  to  read  a sermon  each  Sunday  at  the  usual  hour  of 
service.*  It  was  dependent  on  temoorary  sup[)lies,  among 
whom  was  Rev.  Alfred  Wright,  afcerwards  missionary  to 
the  Choctaw  Indians.  (MS.  of  Jas.  K.  Douglas.)  The  num* 
her  of  communing  members  in  this  church  in  1809  was  33. 
Otlier  reports  made  to  the  Presbytery  of  Harmony  give  the 
total  communicants  in  different  years  as  39,  48.  52  and  45. 

Pine  Tree  Church. — The  Rev.  Colin  Mclver  is  reported 
in  the  extracts  from  the  minutes  of  the  General  Assembly  for 
1812  as  employed  for  three  months,  “ between  Ciiarleston, 
S.  C.,  and  Baltimore,  on  •missionary  ground.”  (Extracts.  &c.. 
p.  12.  Mr.  Mclver  was  a young  minister  recently  from 
Scotland,  who  came  into  this  neighborhood  about  t’nis  time, 
and  preached  to  several  Scotch  Presbyterians,  both  in  Puiglish 
and  Gaelic,  who  had  settled  between  Camden  and  Big  Lynch’s 
Creek,  and  during  that  year,  a.s  our  informant  says,  organized 
them  into  a church.  The  number  of  members  is  not  known, 
but  the  first  elders  were  Daniel  McLeod,  Daniel  McLean, 
and  Peter  McCaskill.  During  his  ministry  a house  of  worship 
was  built,  near  a branch  wliich  was  called  “ No  Head,’'  by 
which  the  church  was  generally  known  for  a number  of  years. 
Mr.  Mclver  preached  first  at  the  house  of  Benjamin  McCoy, 
and,  afterwards,  at  other  private  residences  before  the  house 
of  worship  was  built.  (MSS.  of  J.  R.  Shaw,  Oct.  4,  1878.) 
There  maybe  some  error  in  dates,  for  we  find  Mr.  Mclver 
received  as  a licentiate  of  the  Presbytery  of  Orange  by  the 
Presbytery  of  Harmony  on  the  9th  of  April,  1812,  accepting 
a call  from  the  church  of  Saltcatcher,  and  was  ordained 
and  installed  over  that  church  on  the  29th  of  April,  1812. 
[MSS.  Minutes  of  Harmony  Presbytery,  Vol.  I,  pp.  77,  93.] 

He  must  have  returned  to  his  former  field  of  labor.  In 
their  statistical  report  to  the  General  Assembly  in  May,  1844, 
he  is  reported  as  laboring  at  Chesterfield,  Pine  Tree,  and 
Sandy  Run.  He  was  dismissed  to  the  Presbytery  of  Fayette- 
ville, May  19,  1814. 

Zion  Church,  (Winnsboro’) — In  1804  the  corner  stone  of  a 

*This  John  McEwen  was  from  Edinburg,  had  been  a student  of 
divinity  in  the  Relief  Church,  was  received  under  the  care  of  the 
Presbytery  of  Harmony  February  10,  1819.  Presbytery  addressed  a 
letter  to  him  on  the  9th  of  November,  1819,  expressing  their  disappro- 
bation of  his  performing  the  duties  of  a licentiate  before  receiving 
license,  and his  otfieiating  in  any  manner  in  a public  capacity 
till  authorized  by  them. 
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new  church  was  laid,  which,  after  great  exertions  and  much 
expense  was  finally  completed  and  dedicated  to  the  service  of 
Almighty  God  in  September,  i8ii.  During  the  period  of 
Mr.  Reid’s  ministry  gradual  accessions  were  made  to  the 
church  and  the  interests  of  religion  were  generally  promoted. 
The  Presbyterial  minutes  furnish  but  occasional  notices  of 
this  church,  especially  in  the  earlier  part  of  this  period. 

The  church  was  represented  in  Presbytery  by  its  session 
and  returned  in  April,  1812,  six  additions  and  thirty-one  as. 
the  total  of  their  membership.  In  May,  1816,  Rev.  Anthony 
W.  Ross  commenced  his  ministry  among  them.  At  the  14th 
session  of  Harmony  Presbytery,  held  at  Edgefield  C.  H. 
on  November  7th,  1816,  he  was  received  as  a licentiate  from 
the  Presbytery  of  Concord;  calls  were  presented  to  Presbytery 
from  the  congregations  of  Zion  (VVinnsboro’)  and  Salem, 
Little  River,  for  an  equal  dividend  of  his  ministerial  labors. 
A special  meeting  of  Presbytery  was  ordered,  at  which 
Messrs.  McCulloch, Yongue,  Forster,  McWhorter,  Cousar  and 
Montgomery  were  ordered  to  be  present  for  the  examination 
of  Mr.  Ross  for  ordination.  Presbytery  met  as  appointed, 
and  on  Saturday,  January  25th,  1817,  the  ordination  and  in- 
stallation took  place.  Dr.  Montgomery  preaching  the  sermon, 
from  Luke  ii  : 34,  and  the  Rev.  Samuel  Yongue  presiding 
and  delivering  the  charge  to  the  minister  and  the  congrega- 
tion. Previous  to  this  Dr.  Montgomery,  Colin  Mclver,  and 
John  Forster  had  been  appointed  as  supplies. 

The  church  was  prosperous  and  harmonious  under  Mr. 
Ross  until  a division  of  ssntiment  arose  on  the  subject  of 
Psalmody.  Several  persons  felt  themselves  aggrieved  by  the 
singing  of  Dr.  Watts’  version  of  the  Psalms.  After  frequent 
correspondence  had  taken  place  between  the  minister  and  the 
disaffected  members,  it  issued  in  a secession  from  the  congre- 
gation, which  secession  erected  a small  church  in  the  village 
where  they  could  enjoy  “ liberty  of  conscience”  and  sing  a 
Psalmody  of  their  own  choice.  After  some  time  had  elapsed 
the  animosities  subsided  and  different  members  of  both  con- 
gregations frequently  mingled  their  devotions  together  in  the 
worship  of  God.  (Session  Book  of  Zion  Church). 

The  ladies  of  Sion  Church  and  those  of  Salem  L.  R., 
made  their  pastor  Rev.  Anthony  W.  Ross,  a member  for  life 
of  the  American  Bible  Society.  And  a Fernaly  Missionary 
Society  was  organized  in  Winnsboro’,  denominated  ‘‘the 
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Vlissionary  Society  of  Zion  Church,”  which  is  constituted 
111  auxiliary  to  The  United  Foreign  Missionary  Society.” 

There  was  a Bible  Society  formed  also  at  VVinnsboro’, 
cnown  as  ‘‘The  Auxiliary  Bible  Society  of  Fairfield  District.” 
he  object  of  which  was  to  co  operate  with  the  American 
Bible  Society.  The  names  of  its  officers  were  David  R. 
ivans.  President,  John  Mickle,  John  Pickett,  John  Johnson, 
/Villiam  Joiner,  Rev.  James  Rogers,  Charles  Bell,  Rev.  Mr. 
Montgomery,  Rev  Anthon)^  Ross,  Vice-Presidents,  Rev. 
jamuel  VV.  Yongue,  Treasurer,  John  Bachman,  Jun.,  Secre- 
ary.  Its  first  anniversary  was  celebrated  on  the  first  of  May, 
819.  [Qi-'ar.  Intelligencer  of  July  21,  1819.] 

Salem  (Little  River),  which  had  been  recently  organized, 
ipplied  at  the  sixth  stated  session  of  the  Presbytery  of  Har- 
nony,  held  in  Augusta  from  the  12th  to  the  i6th  of  Novein- 
)er,  1812,  to  be  taken  under  its  care.  Supplies  were  at  dif- 
erent  times  appointed  for  it,  mostly  to  be  filled  by  Rev. 
Baml.  VV.  Yongue,  until,  as  we  have  seen,  it  united  with  Zion 
Zhurch,  VVinnsboro,  in  calling  Rev.  Anthony  W.  Ross,  and 
:hared  with  it  in  his  pastoral  labors. 

Lebanon  Church,  (Jackson’s  Creek,)  Fairfield. — Mr. 
i^ongue  was  still  its  pastor.  His  occupations  were  much  as 
)efore,  and  he  was  again  cited  for  non-attendance  at  Presby- 
erian  meetings.  He  was  appointed  to  duties  beyond  his  own 
charge,  as  a supply:  for  e.xample,  to  the  vacant  congregations 
)f  Concord,  Horeb  and  Aimwell,  and  Salem,  (Little  River). 
He  served  both  the  Lebanon  and  Mt.  Olivet  Churches 
:hrough  this  entire  period.  The  total  membership  in  the  two 
:hurches  in  April,  1813,  was  120.  The  same  num'ber  is  re- 
ported in  April,  1814. 

Mt.  Olivet  Church  (or  VVateree)  had  the  same  pastor 
ivho  ministered  to  Lebanon.  Both  congregations  were  com- 
Dosed  of  similar  materials,  with  few  exceptions  they  were  of 
Scotch-Irish  descent  ; possessed  the  same  hardy  virtues, 
ind  were  attached  to  the  same  doctrines,  church  order  and 
discipline. 

Horeb  Church  is  associated  in  the  minutes  of  the  Presby- 
tery through  this  decade  in  connection  with  Aimwell,  is 
represented  as  vacant  and  unable  to  support  a pastor,  is  sup- 
plied by  appointment  of  Presbytery  in  the  earlier  part  of 
this  period  by  Messrs  John  Foster  and  Yongue.  Doubtless 
le  ministers  resident  in  Winnsboro’  preached  for  these 
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churciies  far  ofcener  than  tlic  mere  days  when  they  did  so  in 
obedience  to  Presbytery.  The  Rev.  B.  M.  Montgomery,  D.  D., 
began  to  preach  in  this  cluirch  in  February,  1819.  His  regis- 
iry  of  baptisms  begins  in  that  year. 

Aimwell  Church  (on  Cedar  Creek)  was  vacant  for  about 
two  years.  Rev.  William  G.  Rosborough  or  Rev.  Francis  H. 
Porter,  who  was  principal,  about  1812,  of  Mount  Zion  Col- 
lege, at  Winnsboro.  preached  for  it  an  occasional  sermon. 
Rev.  Anthony  W.  Ross  is  said,  in  the  records  of  tlie  session, 
to  have  preached  to  Salem  one-fourth,  to  this  church  one- 
fourth,  and  to  Winnsboro’  one-half  his  time. 

A log  building  was  then  erected  near  the  site  of  the  present 
building,  which  remained  in  use  till  a frame  building  was 
erected  in  1833. 

Concord  Church,  Fairfield  District. — Rev  Mr.  Rose- 
borough,  who  had  ministered  to  Fioreb  Church  in  connection 
with  Concord,  died  on  the  5th  of  May,  1810.  His  remains 
were  interred  in  the  cemetery  connected  with  Lebanon  Church. 

For  a year  or  two  after  this  the  congregations  were  again 
vacant,  though  supplied  in  part  by  Rev.  Francis  Fd.  Porter, 
tlien  residing  in  Purity  congregation.  In  1813  they  obtained 
the  labors  of  Rev.  Robert  McCulloch  for  one-fourth  of  his 
time.  In  1 8 14  they  secured  one-half  his  time.  This  arrange- 
ment continued  through  the  remainder  of  this  decade. 

Beaver  Creek. — We  are  able  to  make  no  statement  of  the 
condition  of  this  church  in  the  earlier  oart  of  this  decade.  It 

i 

had.  already  absorbed  into  itself  .Miller’s  Church.  In  the 
minutes  of  the  6th  sessions  of  the  Presbytery  of  Harmony, 
November  12-16,  1812,  p.  104,  we  read  that,  “report  being 
m ide  to  Presbytery  that  the  congregation  of  Hanging  Fd.ock 
had  become  extinct,  and  the  few  remaining  members  had 
attached  themselves  to  the  Ideaver  Creek  Church,  whereupon 
it  was  resolved  that  no  further  notice  of  it  be  taken  on  our 
minutes.”  It  is  recorded  (Minutes.  Vol.  I,  p.  24,  of  Presby- 
tery of  Harmony)  that  Rev.  George  G.  McWhorter  had 
removed  from  the  Salem  Church.  This  was  in  April,  1811. 
His  name  occurs  in  the  reports  to  the  General  Assembly  in 
connection  with  the  united  churches  of  Concord  (Sumter 
District),  Mount  Zion  and  Beaver  Creek,  the  total  member- 
ship of-iiis  united  charge,  102.  He  seems  to  have  remained 
in  charge  of  Beaver  Creek  and  Concord  (Sumter  District)  till 
the  end  of  this  decade. 


I'i  irV' 


111;;}"' 


111 'if' 

r":'  i 


' j; 


■j  i‘'' ' 

I ' '■  V''»'  ' ■ ,1' ;v  '' ■ i'  ' 


I ,','i  ’ 

■’  ■'A,  V 111  L-i  *' 


4^t  t M'l  ].  ^ rntm^ : .vj’i-iv  vj  M;|./ 


DliS 


■ ■ ■ , , '■■-,  ■ ; ' ,'f  . ■■  iti  ■"■(tV' 

‘ VvV/-1>  wiij  -ijil  w»(lD*m/{D 


^..t  .‘.I  -'in"'-  O'l?  ; 

= ,'i(;-‘*.fJ'tc}»*T  Iti  rlv'^tufb  «■  Oi  fHT4',>d 


■•■''•■■  J’'!  noj'Hivnvfn''} 


h-: 


•1  Jvyl'l'  "!< .,  u>  ;v>yf 

“kJ  fC< (':.'  !I i / 

.v;>>{  OV/,J 

V ,1  'Ml’(„i 

;d^»  ykl'i.'lK',/' ru: 

j '7:7/ 

. • .'i  "*  yjt 

{.f'l'dji'/  :.:t  ,i[v 

'IvAl^'ra,;  vV 

yfb  , V(,:l  •;  .:.d:»  in  Jj 

ifc'l''.  tl'  . 

V/  V'!ji-,dja,4,  A^^I 

tU'U'y  iKtSfiii  >>i 

' *■ 

.>  v7;f;ii'xf'  M 

'i;iyrbijt:>-jq  rsivwjff  'ot 

r;o,/  '1 , 

■*'7v/6ior.k-..i. 

o > -'  .s 

'i<V  y wv  'u; !',>'}/,y;i* 

3>0'U:.iiHjd  ^ol  A rtf. 

■:  '.Htw  i^ritbliMci 

■MOyi  M/I  f'!  : , 

i'cy^y/'tuu'yj  fii  f!o'{)j';! ,,)  b«<J  ortw.  ■ 

'■ /jijvciirri  f.iH  ■'■-'!''><  . V •■•  a/:  >';• 5n'|j  no  1)^111  b ,.5-a3n<.0  <l3iv 

(■f.’yvf.-fl't'j  nvh't^d'vX/  .dHW  .5 «?*.>:•<  fii  -• 


; <1 

r'j  hkli 

■ ' ■■■  j : ' 

.•t'juok 

,M 

.■i'II.I>rn''i  'I.ry 

' vd  :!"«£q 

d; 

b-;;  biAdd 

1 V '/  •■; 
► 

?!l  ?lHl  itl 

. yii' 

'tfd'l  nl 

•'.',,1  1-1 

J 1 1 * tj 

■('•I  :••■>!  Vi.'  '''‘I  ,»l 

;ld7<  :,■  ’ 

■:  .v:.>n 

■' . y'  . ■■‘■’l  i\  » 

..  i'.h 

O'  r,'id 

j j ■■  '■  1 *,0 

y:a:.!  1,. 

..7bj:i 

OMj  '\..y  V 

‘^uhrry ! v; 

:t  by-; 

TU'h  .'r. 

'>i.bV-  / 

7:tj;,i;i  :.n  ,7>o  i 

. > 

’.  • " 1 \J  y'  ’ 

77  -.  'vV 

..M  v;i' 

■li  /d;.i 

7>7b 

cufU  lo' Jiv  f:o  " 
• 

id  ii.yf  f 

, ik>  iidi, 

r-fij  1'?. 

I'l 

C7\_ 

1 M 4hu  Ji  9Jni  rj  r. 

, yaurr,;., 

• 1 ' ^ 

'-t  in;.t  >0  ;, 

7'ii"d:7-7 

fl  d,td  3 

.ii’rfiiJ 


I'Ci 

!)'var)':7:  ’ ■,■'.>>  ,q  ^;r'h  ,b' --M' : 

/I’l/o/l  *4fuv, .;«];{•!  }c,  tuyirf-^iV  !>i;!?  wr.f.?  vj-j/'iyJ'r  ft’i.of 

r't,Ki7'-K.B  ^ 'id;;?  .f},ii‘i  V.ffryf'v’N''.;  d . , 

:v.q ;»;.»•♦  vrlvt  vl?,.:,/, ,)  I'ijy.yjf'f  «fi  J ol  v h94bi. ,' 

•li'.-.arV!  \'-d  • ,k> . ^^T'MJori  vudif 

■•■  'i'fj  ,q  ,i  ,ia  v M jV  Ij • si  ,.■  '!;|Kij'»riiijnrtigy  ?'■■ 

?.••'■<-<<! ‘//;.vb/.  .< ) . '■a'^vy.txj  ,Vr)5-i  (VffOfOU'H 

.ti8i  ri5  i,vi7'.7  ,d:) Vudf;)  ♦r.;jUc’  [uo“^  ,' 

i’7.  /fMyrMo(fyi  “fiii'i'w'i  ?;uiir).‘'>  'Jifjfiiwi,' fci] 


r, . 'iatffw.' . '7,^^  ■ u:)(iO,..)  k.'  b-:,v,?lnr.l  iliiv/ 


(nuif.ip  iMo.J  v0  1'VV-K'>0  ^ 

f>y;Mua£>«  ^ ' ,S;Oi  Aj! 7.1:0' qk^ 

H'.';  i>td5i‘JI03  bl'j’fo  dt}V.;D  *5 1'?)! 

'■' 7 Ja'te  /'vS  , . JM'I 


8 1 0-1 820.  ] f ‘ATHOL  [( ' — HO  PK  \ V E L L — A UO  U81’ A . 


267 


Catholic  Church.  Chester  District. — The  Rev.  Robert 
LlcCulloch  continued  the  pastor  of  this  church  throui^h  the 
[vliole  of  tin's  period.  He  continued  to  preach  one-fourth  of 
his  time  at  Bethleliem,  a branch  of  Catholic,  near'  Beckham- 
/ille,  as  before,  until  l8ii,  when  his  time  was  wholly  occupied 
t)V  his  labors  between  Catholic  and  Concord  (in  Fairfield), 
ivhich  was  some  ten  miles  distant.  The  combined  statistics 
)f  these  two  churches  are  twice  given  in  the  Presbyterial 
|iiinutes  : in  the  spring  of  1813.  127  members  of  the  church, 
II  having  been  added  the  preceding  year,  and  41  infant  bap- 
isms;  in  the  spring  of  1814,  the  total  of  church  members 
pas  125;  the  additions  the  preceding  year  16,  infants  baptized, 
31.  There  had  been,  therefore,  18  lost  to  the  two  churches 
by  dismissions,  removal,  or  death. 

This  church  formed,  according  the  boundaries  of  the  Pres- 
bytery of  Harmony,  as  settled  by  the  act  of  the  Synod,  the 
outward  limit  of  the  jurisdiction  of  that  Presbytery  on  the 
jnorthwest. 

Hopewell  Church,  Chester,  in  the  only  notice  we  have 
[found  of  it,  during  this  period,  is  represented  as  vacant. 

The  Church  in  Augusta,  Georgia,  was  thrown  within  the 
limits  of  this  Presbytery,  whose  boundary  extended  thence  to 
[the  St.  Mary’s.  Of  the  earliest  notices  on  record  of  this 
church  we  have  made  mention  in  preceding  pages.  The  Rev. 
[Dr.  Thompson,  its  pastor,  was  present  at  the  first  meeting  of 
[the  Presbytery  of  Harmony,  March  7,  1810,  in  the  city  of 
Charleston,  and,  while  his  health  continued,  was  an  active 
member  of  that  body.  This  Presbytery  held  its  6th  se.ssions 
^in  Augasta,  from  the  12th  to  the  i6th  of  November,  1812; 
its  8th,  October  28,  1813  ; its  17th,  April  17,  1818,  and  its 
19th,  April  15,  1819.  The  church  of  Augusta  reported  it 
had,  in  September,  1810,  54  members,  and  had.  during  the 
year,  baptized  2 adults  and  20  infants.  In  April,  1812,  they 
had  added  10,  their  total  was  65,  their  baptisms  the  preceding 
year  19  infants.  In  April,  1813,  they  had  added  20,  their 
total  was  83,  tiiey  had  baptized  2 adults  and  11  infants.  In 
the  spring  of  1814  they  report  4 additions,  total  of  communi- 
cants 83,  and  15  baptisms,  infants.  Other  reports  are  not  re- 
corded in  the  minutes. 

Dr.  Thompson’s  health  seems  to  have  declined  in  1817. 
At  the  meeting  in  November  of  that  year,  a letter  was  re- 
ceived from  the  session  of  the  Augusta  Church,  requesting 
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Presbytery  to  appoint  the  Rev.  John  Joyce,  who  was  received 
at  that  meeting  as  a member  in  i^ood  standing  from  the  Pres- 
bytery of  Philadelphia,  as  a supply  to  the  pulpit  of  Dr. 
Thompson  during  his  absence  for  the  recovery  of  his  health. 
He  was  accordingly  appointed  until  the  next  stated  meeting 
of  Presbytery.  At  the  next  meeting,  April  29,  1817,  jve  find 
the  following  record  : “ The  Presbytery  have  learned,  with 

deep  regret,  that,  since  their  last  stated  sessions,  they  have  ' 
lost,  by  death,  their  brother,  Rev.  Dr.  John  R.  ’fhompson. 
pastor  of  the  Church  of  Augusta,  who  departed  this  life  fully 
sensible*of  the  approach  of  death,  in  the  full  possession  of  his 
mind,  and  in  the  triumph  of  fiith,  on  the  i8th  of  December, 
1816,  in  the  town  of  Nassau,  New  Providence.”  Mr.  Joyce 
was  appointed  to  supply  four  Sabbaths  at  Augusta,  and  one 
at  Waynesborough. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

We  have  now  gone  through  the  territory  occupied,  at  this 
time,  by  the  Harmony  Presbytery.  A few  names  of  candi- 
dates or  licentiates  have  occurred  in  the  minutes  which,  per- 
haps, have  not  been  mentioned  on  these  pages.  J.  R.  Golding 
who  commenced  his  trials  in  this  Presbytery  was  dismissed 
to  the  Presbytery  of  Hopewell.  William  Houck  was  licensed 
in  April,  1813.  with  a view  to  his  laboring  among  the  German 
emigrants,  but  afterwards  joined  the  Lutheran  Church.  Dan- 
iel F.  McNeil,  commenced  his  trials,  but  was  afterwards 
stricken  from  the  list  of  candidates.  John  Murphy,  a deacon, 
say  the  minutes,  but  more  probably  an  elder  of  the  Columbia 
Ciuirch  and  a graduate  of  the  South  Carolina  College,  com- 
menced his  trials  for  licensure.  Hiland  Hulburd  also,  but 
was  dismissed  as  a candidate  to  the  Presbvtery  of  South 
Carolina.  Alexander  G.  Fraser  was  licensed  tlie  27th  of 
April,  1816,  and  dismissed  April  23,  1818,  to  the  Presbytery 
of  New  Jersey. 

We  have  seen,  that  when  the  Presbytery  of  Harmony 
was  created,  the  First  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina  re- 
quested of  the  Synod  of  the  Carolinas  that  it  might  be  dis- 
solved and  its  territory  be  so  divided  that  the  lower  part  of  it 
should  fcdl  into  the  Presbytery  of  Harmony  and  the  upper  into 
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the  Presbytery  of  Concord.  It  »was,  perhaps,  believed  that 
the  heresy  of  Wm.  C.  Davis  would  be  more  successfully  dealt 
with  thus  than  if  all  remained  as  before.  The  upper  division 
included,  as  we  have  seen,  the  Rev.  William  C.  Davis,  pastor 
of  Bullock’s  Creek  Church,  the  Rev.  Robert  B.  Walker,  of 
Bethesda,  Rev.  John  B.  Davies,  of  Fishing  Creek,  L.  Richard- 
son, the  Rev.  Thomas  Neely,  of  Purity,  and  P^lmonds  ; also 
the  vacant  congregations  of  Waxhaw,  Unity,  Plopewell,  Ivbe- 
nezer,  Bethel,  Beersheba,  Shiloh,  Yorkville  and  Salem.  In 
this  division  was  also  the  residence  of  John  Williamson,  a 
candidate. 

These  churches  included  in  this  triangular  portion  of  ter- 
ritory that  remained  true  to  us,  we  must  now  consider.  That 
which  stands  nearest  to  the  then  existing  line  of  Harmony 
Presbytery,  is  Purity  Church. 

Purity  Church,  in  Chester  District,  is  about  two  miles 
from  the  Court  House,  on  the  road  from  Chester  village  to 
Rocky  Mount.  As  we  have  seen,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Neely 
was  pastor  of  this  church  at  the  close  of  the  first  decade  in 
this  century.  “Owing  to  feeble  health,”  says  Rev.  John 
Douglas,  in  his  history  of  this  church,  ” he  was  not  able  dur- 
ing the  few  last  years  of  his  life,  to  apply  himself  with  much 
energy  or  efficiency  to  his  work,  though  he  rarely  failed  to 
meet  his  appointments.”  He  was  ” suffering”  under  a wast- 
ing disease,  from  which  few  recover  and  by  which  many  are 
carried  away.”  ‘‘Of  his  acceptance  and  fidelity  we  ma}^  judge 
from  the  affection  and  regard  with  which  his  memory  is  still 
revered  by  those  who  sat  under  his  ministry.  There  was 
nothing  like  a revival  of  religion  during  his  ministry  ; nor 
were  there  any  internal  dissentions  to  mar  the  peace  of  the 
people  of  God.  The  fallow  ground  was  broken  up  and  the 
good  seed  sown,  the  harvest  of  which  future  laborers  were  to 
enjoy  the  privilege  of  reaping.” 

Mr.  Neely  died  November,  26th,  1812,  aged  41  years,  3 
months  and  21  days,  and  was  buried  in  the  churchyard  of 
Bullock’s  Creek.  He  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Martha 
Feamster,  by  whom  he  had  a daughter  and  a son  who  weie 
left  orphans  at  an  early  age,  for  she  survived  him  but  a short 
time.  She  died  February  24th,  1814,  and  was  buried  in  the 
same  grave  with  her  departed  husband. 

The  church  was  now  left  as  sheep  without  a shepherd. 
What  Presbyterial  supplies  they  had  from  1812  to  1815  is 
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unknown.  For  the  years  v8i5  and  i8i6  they  procured  the 
labors  of  Rev.  Francis  H.  Porter.  Mr.  Porter  was  the  son  of 
David  Porter,  of  the  coiiL^regation  of  Bethesda.  in  York.  His 
primary  education  he  received  from  his  pastor,  the  Rev.  Robt. 
B.  Walker.  At  a proper  age  he  repaired  to  the  High  School 
of  Dr.  James  Hall,  in  North  Carolina,  and  there  perfected  his 
attainments  in  the  higher  branches  of  learning,  and.  under 
the  same  teacher,  pursued  the  study  of  theology.  He  was' 
licensed  by  the  Presbytery  of  Concord  in  1812.  He  had 
charge  of  Mount  Zion  College  at  Winnsboro,  and,  for  a time, 
preached  in  that  vicinit}'.  At  the  time  of  his  taking  charge 
of  Purity  Church,  he  was  a married  man.  Two  of  his  chil- 
dren lie  buried  in  Purity  Cemetery,  and  one  survived  his  brief 
residence  here,  and  others  were  subsequently  born  to  him. 
Four  of  his  sons  have  been  ministers  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  (All  of  them,  Abner,  Rufus,  David,  Joseph,  have 
now  passed  away.)  He  remained  here  two  years,  in  the  last 
of  which  he  encountered  some  unpleasant  opposition  from 
those  who  were  offended  at  the  use  of  Watts’  Psalms  and 
Hymns,  which  may,  perhaps,  have  been  the  cause  of  his  re- 
moval. After  this,  for  two  years,  the  church  had  only  occa- 
sional supplies.  Mr.  Porter  is  said  to  have  preached  also  at 
Concord  a portion  of  his  time  while  residing  within  the  bounds 
ol  this  congregation,  and  ministering  to  it  in  things  spiritual. 

After  this  he  removed  to  Asheville,  N.  C.,  and  ministered 
to  the  Asheville,  Rimm’s  Creek,  and  Swanano  Churches, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  conducted  a flourishing  classical 
academy. 

In  the  year  1819  they  obtained  the  labors  of  the  Rev. 
Aaron  Williams,  for  a part  of  his  time,  then  a licentiate  of 
Concord  Presb)  tery. 

The  original  elders  of  this  church  began  to  disappear  by 
removals  and  death.  James  Williamson  had  returned  to 
Bethesda  congregation,  where  he  died  ; William  Bradford 
became  an  elder  at  Fishing  Creek;  Robert  Bovd  remained 
with  the  same  congregation  ; John  Harden  died.  F'ebruary 
28,  1816,  at  the  age  of  53;  Andrew  Morrison  also  had  died, 
when  in  June,  1818,  Jolm  Walker,  Charles  Walker  and 
Matthew  McClintock  were  elected  to  the  eldership,  and  were 
ordained  by  Rev.  John  B.  Davies,  of  Fishing  Creek. 

P^DMONDs’  Church,  alias  Pleasant  Grove,  continued  under 
the  ministerial  labors  of  Rev.  Thomas  Neely  until  the  year 
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1812.  After  his  death  the  ciiurch  witlidrew  from  Presby- 
tery and  connected  themselves  with  the  Independents,  or 
the  followers  of  the  Rev.  Wm.  C.  Davis. 

Fishing  Crrek,  which  is  situated  near  the  creek  of  that 
name,  about  two  miles  below  where  the  York  and  Chester 
line  cresses  that  stream,  was  still  served  by  that  indefati- 
gable minister  of  Christ,  Rev.  John  B.  Davies.  This  church 
shared  richly,  from  time  to  time,  in  the  quickening  in- 
fluences of  the  Holy  Spirit.  These  seasons  were  of  shorter 
or  longer  duration,  from  two  to  four  or  five  years.  Christians 
were  quickened  and  encouraged,  sinners  were  awakened  and 
constiained  to  take  refuge  in  Christ,  and  numbers  were 
added  to  the  church.  Ihe  first  of  these  seasons  commenced 
in  1802,  and  continued  about  four  years;  the  second  in 
1817,  and  continued  two  years.  Encouraging  indications 
of  the  Divine  Presence  were  observed  two  years  before,  in 
1815.  At  the  beginning  of  this  decade,  in  1810,  the  com- 
muning members  of  this  church  were  79  or  80  to  83.  In 
April,  1820,  says  Rev.  Mr.  Saye,  th.ere  were  162,  an  increase 
in  the  ten  years  of  83.  In  1812  the  name  of  James  Seele 
disappears  from  the  list  of  eiders,  and  James  E.  McFadden 
and  John  Boyd  are  added  to  it. 

The  Church  of  Richardson,  or  formerly  Lower  Fishing 
Creek,  as  ib  had  been  called  during  the  preceding  decade, 
was  a part  of  the  pastoral  charge  of  Rev.  J.  B.  Davies.  The 
church  was  smaller  in  size  than  tiie  Church  of  Fishing  Creek, 
having  less  than  one-third  as  many  members.  Governor  Wil- 
liam Richardson  Davie  and  his  family  supported  this  church 
as  long  as  any  of  them  remained  in  the  community,  but  the 
tide  of  emigration  was  always  setting  against  it. 

Bullock’s  Creek. — We  have  seen  that  Rev.  William  C. 
Davis  became  pastor  of  this  people  in  1806,  and  that  he  con- 
tinued his  labors  among  them  for  four  years  of  the  last  decade 
until  1810.  “ Shortlv  after  Mr.  Davis’s  settlement  here  he 

broached  and  published  certain  views  of  Christian  doctrine 
which  were  at  variance  with  the  received  doctrines  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  as  stated  in  our  Confession  of  Faith,  for 
which  he  was  arraigned  before  an  Ecclesiastical  Court.” 

We  have  before  seen  that  the  First  Presbytery  of  South 
Carolina  had  been  dissolved  at  its  own  suggestion,  a part  of 
its  members  and  churches  annexed  to  the  new  Presbytery  of 
Harmony,  and  the  other  portion,  in  which  was  W.  C.  Davis 
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and  his  adiierents,  to  tlie  Presbytery  of  Concord,  in  the  hope 
that  in  tliat  Presbytery  he  might  be  subjected  to  discipline, 
and  the  eyes  of  his  adherents  be  opened  to  his  aberrations  in 
doctrine.  An  extra  meeting  was  called  by  the  Presbytery  of 
Concord  to  consider  his  case,  when  Mr.  Davis,  aware  that  it 
must  now  progress  to  a termination,  determined  to  decline 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  declare  inde- 
pendence. He,  therefore,  sent  his  declinature  to  the  Presby- 
tery of  Concord,  as  follows  : 

“ To  the  Reverend  Presbytery  of  Concord,  to  sit  at  Hopewell 
Church,  on  the  third  Wednesday  of  this  instant,  or  when- 
ever or  wherever  said  Presbytery  may  sit  ; and  through, 
them  to  all  the  judicatories  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
in  the  United  States  of  America  : 

“ October  9,  1810. 

“After  mature  deliberation  .•  In  the  presence  of  the  Om- 
niscient God,  ivith  the  day  of  judgment  in  my  eye  ; in  the  name 
of  the  Lord  fesiis  Christ,  zvho  alone  is  Lord  of  the  conscience  ; 
and  Head  of  the  Church;  itnder  the  influence  of  the  Word  of  God; 
I do  hereby  declare  that  from  the  date  of  these  presents,  1 am  and 
do  hold  myself  to  be  ivithdrazvn  from  the  government  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  in  the  United  States  of  Amci'ica,  and  am  con- 
sequently not  aonenable  to  the  rules,  edicts,  discipline,  or  com- 
mands of  said  Church,  from  henceforth,  sine  die.  Amen.” 

The  Presbytery  did^not  consider  this  act  of  his  as  a sufficient 
ground  on  which  to  stop  the  process  ; he  was  cited  a second 
time,  and  as  he  persisted  in  his  contumacy,  the  Presbytery 
proceeded  agreeably  to  the  rules  of  discipline,  and  suspended 
him;  and  at  length  he.  was  deposed,  for  his  continued  con- 
tumacy, in  1812. 

Mr.  Davis  assembled  his  congregation  of  Bullock’s  Creek, 
at  which  were  present  many  of  the  members  of  Salem  Church. 
Sixty-one  were  present  at  this  meeting.  By  a vote  of  52  out 
of  61  persons  present,  they  withdrew  from  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Presbytery,  and  forwarded  their  proceedings  to  that  body. 
To  these  documents  the  Presbytery  replied  through  tneir 
committees  in  separate  communications  to  Mr.  Davis  and  the 
congregation.  But  both  parties  adhered  to  the  positions  they 
had  taken,  until  all  efforts  proving  unavailing,  the  sentence  of 
deposition  was  pronounced. 

They  formed  themselves  into  an  independent  community. 
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[under  the  title  of  The  Independent  Presbyterian  Church.” 
He,  h ovvever,  labored  amongst  them  but  for  a short  time, 
until  he  removed  to  the  West.  After  the  removal  of  Mr.  D. 
the  congregation  returned  again  to  their  connection  with  the 
Presbyterian  Cluirch,  in  the  year  1817,  and  obtained  the 
labors  of  Rev.  Aaron  Williams,  a licentiate  of  the  Presbytery 
of  Concord,  who  was  ordained  and  installed  pastor  over  the 
church  in  August,  1819.  Mr.  Williams  also  became  pdstor 
of  the  adjoining  Church  of  Salem,  which  had  gone  with  Mr, 
Davis.  By  these  untoward  circumstances  the  congregation 
was  greatly  reduced  in  its  numbers  and  its  harmony  destroyed, 
ahd  became  separated  into  two  jarring  societies.  Who  con- 
stituted their  first  bench  of  Elders  is  not  certainly  known,  but 
as"  nearly  as  can  be  remembered  they  were  John  Dickey, 
Joseph  Feemster,  Stewart  Brown,  John  Smith,  Henry  Plexico, 
Allen  Dowdle.” — [MS.  of  Rev.  J.  B.  Davis.] 

Salem  Church,  on  the  west  side  of  Broad  River,  in  Union 
District,  was  formed  by  the  early  labors  of  W.  C.  Davis,  was 
received  under  the  care  of  the  First  Presbytery  of  South  Caro- 
lina, March  7,  1810,  and  sympathised  with  their  pastor.  There 
were  members  of  Edmond’s  Church  which  eventually  went 
over  to  him,  and  who  sympathized  with  him  during  the  whole 
period,  as  also  there  were  in  the  congregations  of  Shiloh,  and 
in  Olney,  in  North  Carolina.  Delegates  from  all  these 
churches  met  in  Bullock’s  Creek  Meetin<r  House,  in  October. 
1813,  and  framed  a Constitution,  consisting  of  the  radical  arti- 
cles of  the  faith  and  discipline  of  Mr.  Davis,  and  of  the  inde- 
pendent sect  which  he  established.  This  Constitution  was 
sent  to  a printing  office  in  Salisbury,  N.  C.,  for  publication, 
but  the  printer  dying  before  the  Constitution  was  put  to  the 
press,  the  manuscript  was  lost.  The  congregation  of  Salem, 
as  well  as  that  portion  of  Bullock’s  Creek  congregation,  the 
large  majority  of  which,  according  to  the  authority  from 
^vvhich  we  now  quote,  [Historical  Sketch  of  the  Independent 
Presbyterian  Church  m the  United  States,  Columbia,  1839,] 
sided  with  Mr.  Davis,  were  greatly  discouraged  when  the 
pastor,  and  a licentiate  in  the  ministry,  Robert  M.  Davis, 
(licensed  we  suppose  by  the  Congregational  Presbytery  of 
Bullock’s  Creek,)  removed  with  some  of  the  members  of  the 
church  to  the  West.  It  was  after  the  departure  of  Mr,  Davis, 
and  the  arrival  of  Rev.  Aaron  Williams,  that  the  remarkable 
revival  commenced  which  visited  so  many  churches.  “ On 
18 
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the  first  Sabl).\th  iii  Au<ni>t,  1817,”  says  Rev.  Robert  Ih 
Walker,  in  a letter  to  the  editors  of  the  Evangelical  Intelli- 
gcncer,  published  in  Charleston,  “ where,  on  a sacramental  oc- 
casion. at  IRdlock’s  Creek  Church,  the  Lord  appeared  in  the 
naileries  of  Hi.s  grace,  and  poured  out  of  His  Holy  Spirit, 
thirteen  were  added  to  the  church,  and  many  were  awakened. 
At  the  close  of  the  meeting  it  was  announced  that  the  Sacra- 
ment' of  the  Lord’s  Supper  would  be  administered  at  Salem,  a 
branch  of  the  Bullock’s  Creek  Church,  on  the  fourth 
Sabbath  of  the  same  month.  The  appointed  day  arrived, 
the  people  met,  the  ministers  of  the  Gospel  attended,  and 
twenty-one  were  added  to  the  church.”  The  letter,  a part  oT 
which  this  is  an  abstract,  proceeds  to  describe  the  Sacrament 
at  Bethesda  and  at  Bethel,  makes  allusion  to  the  work  at 
Fishing  Creek,  Beersheba  and  Olney.  See  Evangelical  Intel- 
ligencer, Vol.  I,  pp.  149,  237.  A writer  in  the  Weekly  Re- 
corder, whose  letter  is  dated  October  14,  1818,  says:  “In 
Bullock’s  Creek  many  (perhaps  to  the  number  of  78  at  one 
communion)  have  turned  from  the  error  of  their  ways.” 

Bethesda,  in  York  District,  still  had  the  labors  of  Rev. 
Robert  B.  Walker  bestowed  upon  it.  Among  the  ministers 
who  originated  in  this  congregation  was  the  Rev.  Francis  H. 
Porter,  of  whom  we  have  spoken  while  giving  the  history  of 
Purity  Church. 

After  bis  residence  in  North  Carolina,  there  referred  to,  he  came  back 
to  South  Carolina,  and  conducted  an  Academy  at  Cedar  Sprinjr,  preach- 
ing meanwhile  at  Fairforest  and  perhaps  Nazareth  Churches.  He 
visited  Alabama  as  early  as  1818,  held  a two  days’  meeting  there,  and 
administered  the  Lord’s  Supper  under  a spacious  oak.  He  rei)eated 
his  visit  in  1821,  and  held  a similar  meeting.  On  both  these  occasions 
parents  carried  their  children  thirty  miles  to  have  them  baptized.  He 
removed  from  South  Carolina  in  the  si)ring  of  1828,  and  joined  the 
Presbytery  of  South  Alabama.  He  there  labored  both  as  a ]>reacher  of 
the  gospel  and  an  instructor  of  youth.  He  supjilied,  respectively,  tlie 
churches  of  Flat  Creek,  in  IMonroe  County  ; Good  Hope,  in  Lowndes  ; 
Pisgah  and  Selma,  in  Dallas  ; and  Hel)ron  and  New  Hoi)e,  in  Green 
County.  As  a preacher,  he  was  solid,  sound,  pi-actiiail  and  instructive. 
As  a teacher,  he  had  many  ])eculiar  qualifications,  and  was  eminently 
successful,  having  been  the  educator  of  many  distinguished  men,  among 
whom  are  ex-Gov.  Swain,  of  North  Carolina  ; ex-Gov.  Gist,  of  South 
Carolina.  His  earthly  labors  ended  in  1845,  when  he  passed  to  his  rest, 
in  the  59th  year  of  his  age.  He  was  buried  at  Hcthsalem  Church,  in 
Green  County,  Ala.  His  death  was  deeply  regretted,  and  his  memory 
duly  honored  by  the  Presbytery  of  Tuscaloosa  and  the  Synod  of  Ala- 
bama, as  their  minutes  of  October,  1845,  declare.  He  iiiarried  the 
daughter  of  Rev.  C.  D.  Kilpatrick,  of  North  Carolina.  [i\lS.  of  Rev, 
Jno.  S.  Harris  and  Dr.  Nall’s  “ Dead  of  the  Synod  of  Alabama.”] 


'■■A.''')  -'i)  'l!  ( 


'V/'W;  'rn  yit:}Hb^y  -^4 ‘ r,  m,  ijJJsW 

--0  f;::r/>.:n/n:-.fe  ;v  .io. ,^^  . ; ..nbrrO 

ibi'rnrj  noi^co 

^ - hr;r  ,^p:»ll,.r. 

' /1..I . (J  i,'j>  v)U  ' ,,,.,  iiv;- .:  w:,,  :ri>>'#jf,' 

I i'.Mii  1,1:.*:!  ^'r  )'^,J'.;  I ^,:';i.j'M  j , ';>  *\fjj 

,;_  ! ' ■ •■■■  f -'’  r */■'•}'.}; a'r;.'  !.  :jii;bo  ?n»(Tt 

‘ '♦''■>'1.'^  ■?•.  ‘■■i.'ij:  In  ijljfziRld 

^jDn-;-(n  Of'.  ,t:>  fhi;ddr,ct 

■ .,'''' ' '' '*  ''-{i  ^ J'X’ ii"  ^jho^q.  '^(h 

■>  -0':.  ' ^<Jr;y^h  at  v;;  .n,nn<}H  rt^;  (hfdw 

' ■■■■'"''^  ‘ - ' b;-', 


if 


r.'t*  1 ; ' • 

:ii.  X-  ■'b,,;  ■ ■' 

:;;r>rT  .x:.»  ft-:  .iv.inrhy  : ' rrr  u^  ■!.■ 

' ^ ;o  ":'■'  »w|,t  h7;rO.!t  0V>^ 

i 

' I'j ' if.>' ^'.i''' ’ 

..■••■' Cl  -/ru'iY  It 

■^uum  ';;b  \;;' ,,?i  ,g  tttKioH 


V',;:  i(b  b,.';?;;  orhf 

wv;vioq;;:  ^Vlirt  V/  riJoilv/ j., 

.ib’tfjr? . ) 7.tl'U>*^ 


i *','11}''.V 

‘ a ,*>.; 

K 1 " ,;y 

l.'il.i  ,.i(m 

Aliy  > If-y  I'D; 

4\  V 

ubJ  , 

))■!'(  a sv 

) , ■,'. 

J V .'  ' .• 

'-■1 

’ * ■'»  ’ ^' :■^ 

; '.1: 

■ ‘ T b , 

!'■■  1 ■,:.i-i<:>v>i«i\> 

'•■'  f r 1 

*>>■:•  #tO  ' , , , 

:T.rb*/-b\ 

. ll',l.\:  u' 

yy  ■;  ■lU.i  './' 

1 ■'-  / 1 ;.(,m’^ 

■:;.>;./  iii  7',’ 

' . '•  ' •■  * 

i< . ’('.1 

•1  •' 

»'!  ( 

b-'.  ';;, 

.•■  ■ i ‘ 

- . - r ' \-  • ‘4  t . f>  r-  . 


. '■)  , i.. ' M I /, : 1 


. '.■'h1\ 


L-y 


M .'o'-/  V.  ini  tin  f.vM  ,,;,  (7;fn  M,t 

,,  ,,  • .•,  f ’ i.i  '?o  fcKl'norin 

,",  "'''  ■''!  !‘.'i',l:>f;,'>:  ,im'i»<'i!-,  ’t,7ui-'  "iM'.‘'''  ;.;u'  .v.t,!  •./,.  iUtUK»0 

."■■■■>v.'.'aur>  Wtrhiir,  ,y.}  •!  ;,r,;}.)It'-.j>  b-.n  t?<{  ■ 

H:ac.  b,>  ,ni,.v/y  y:tj?  mody/ 

.b.'TXIfS  oMm,HV,71  •;■  .•>;.«(  ,u  Wd-HV  H‘lC<Ud  V!i!!h«3  «fH  ' illifOTfc*) 

1;;  l^hfKi  jrjj'U/  *>11  „7^fs  «Ul  V.  >' 'j;;.  •>•.-«  fM  0 th  fit 

it'l  i H J f/'l  i I » / ■ IM  V.-'A“1  > .?  *•/■  i‘r  i.  •.  ...  jI  ».i'  lL  'fV  ' i*  j 1'  ■ •f's  _-.  . 


u^>;;  ^ -^1  ,/,[i  .,,{A  . 

-ii./  k>  f,di  M.i(  n».  In  v-kv>'/-i  *>,!■•{  v<i  hinoftod  vLtb'^ 


fif  -.V  ..-,y,  - , T V *'w  V.;  M«  TnaMJ,  |m  ,JituSiU 

f juuMt/.  id  b'MTV^".  k.  fkjM{.‘  ir.'lh'/:  ,i<) 


lSlO-18'20.] 


hi<:tiiesi)A. 


275 


Another  of  the  ministers  wlio  rose  in  this  con^rejration,  was  Rev. 
lohn  Williamson,  a sun  of  the  Rider,  Samuel  Williamson,  who  received 
[lis  classical  education  under  JMr.  Walker.  He  was  licensed  to  j>reach 
in  1812,  and  settled  in  North  Carolina.  From  ISIS  his  labors  were  be- 
■itowed  upon  the  church  and  con;jjre<ratioii  of  Hopewell,  in  North  Caro- 
lina, where  he  died  in  1841.  He  was  a man  of  brilliant  and  vigorous 
mind — finent  and  chaste  in  his  style  and  delivery,  polished  and  ajjjree- 
ible  in  his  manners,  and  a highly  esteemed  and  useful  minister  of  the 
xospel.  He  left  his  widow  and  children  a large  worldly  estate,  as  well 
IS  a holy  and  exemplary  life,  to  be  enjoyed  as  their  heritage.  [MS.  of 
Rev.  J.  S.  Harris.] 

“ Rev.  Samuel  'Williamson,  I).  1).,  was  also  from  Bethesda.  being  a 
brother  of  the  former.  After  an  academical  course  under  Father  Walker, 
he  was  graduated  with  distinction  in  the  South  Carolina  College  in  1818. 
After  a few  years  of  teaching  and  ]>rivate  study  of  theology,  he  was 
licensed  by  Concord  Presbytery,  and  preached  at  the  churches  of  Prov- 
idence and  Sharon,  in  Mecklenburg  County,  N.  C.,  and  taught  an  Acad- 
?iny  in  the  bounds  of  the  former.  After  a pa-torate  of  about  lifteen 
re  o’S,  he  was  elected  a Professor  in  Davidson  College,  an  office  he 
iccei)ted  in  1838.  much  against  the  wishes  of  the  congregations,  and  he 
ivas  sh  rtly  afterwards  promoted  to  the  Presidency  of  the  same  Insti- 
aition.  This  position  he  Idled  until  1854,  when  he  resigned  and  retired 
:o  the  Church  of  Hopewell,  and  served  that  people  until  1850,  in  the 
fall  of  which  he  removed  to  Washington,  Arkansas,  where  he  is  still  an 
iged  but  active  pastor.  The  writer  hopes  to  be  ixirdoned  in  saying  of 
br.  Williamson  that  Jus  ])artialities  for  him  are  very  great.  Nor  are 
;hey  unreasonable  when,  besides  his  real  worth,  it  is  known  that  he 
married  our  parents,  baptized  ourself  and  brotlier  and  sisters,  buried 
)ur  ancestry,  taught  us  the  alphabet,  led  us  through  college  as  the 
president  and  pastor,  and,  lastly,  received  us  into  the  communion  of  the 
diurch  Of  him  as  a son  may  Bethesda  ever  be  proud.”  JUd. 

The  elders  who  were  inducted  into  their  office  in  this  decade  were 
["rank  Ervin,  born  in  York  District,  received  into  the  t-hurch  in  1802, 
ind  promoted  to  the  eldership  in  1812  After  several  years’  of  official 
luty,  in  which  he  exhibited  more  than  usual  religious  fervor  and  zeal 
br  the  cause  of  God,  he  voluntarily  demitted  the  active  exercise  of  his 
)ffice,  and  partially  withdrew,  owing  to  some  change  in  his  doctrinal 
dews,  from  the  communion  of  the  church,  but  afterwards  returned,  and 
lied  much  lamented,  Febi-uarv  8th,  1830,  aged  70.” 

“James  Black  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death 
)f  his  father  in  1812,  and  faithfully  did  he  execute  the  duties  of  his 
)ffice  until  he  removed  to  Alabama  in  1820.  He  died  in  Mississippi.” 

Robert  Robertson,  a native  of  North  Carolina,  was  admitted  to  the 
‘Idership  iij  1815.  He  was  a man  of  exemidary  Christian  character. 
4e  removed  to  Hall  County  in  182(5,  where  he  died  in  1840.” 

“Allison  Hope  was  born  in  Cabarras  (5>unty,  N.  C.,  in  1780  When 
luite  a young  man  he  came  into  the  bounds  of  Salem  (Jhurch,  in  Union 
listrict,  in  which,  for  a short  time,  he  was  an  elder.  In  1812'he  removed 
o Bethesda,  and  was  re-elected  an  elder  in  1815.  After  twenty-three 
.’ears  of  devoted  service  here  he  was  constrained,  by  the  necessitous 
•onditffin  of  the  Church  of  Mount  Pleasant,  just  organized  near  his 
'esidencc,  to  transfer  his  services  thither.  But  after  a few  years  that 
•hurch  was  dissolved,  and  he  returned  to  Eethe.sda,  and  rested  from  his 
abars,  Augu.st  20th,  1842,  being  (52  years  old.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
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mum;  was  Jane  Moore,  survived  him  several  years,  and  of  his  children. 
Robert  8 was  invested  with  the  office  so  long  and  exemplarily  filled 
by  his  father.” 

“In  1817  a precious  season  of  divine  grace  was  expe- 
rienced in  this  church.  Concerning  this  the  Rev.  R.  B, 
Walker  wrote  in  one  of  the  periodicals  of  the  day  as  fol- 
lows : ‘ The  communion  at  Bethesda  was  held  on  the 

second  Sabbath  of  September,  five  weeks  after  that  of  Bul- 
lock’s Creek,  and  two  after  the  Salem  meeting.  Bethesda, 
once  remarkably  favored  of  the  Lord,  was  now  sunk  into  a 
state  of  languor  as  to  divine  things.  Many  had  begun  to  fear 
that  the  Lord  had  forgotten  to  be  gracious,  that  His  mercy 
had  clean  gone  forever,  and  that  the  harvest  was  past  and  the 
summer  ended,  and  many  were  not  saved.  The  services  of 
the  sanctuary  commenced  on  Friday.  Almost  every  brow 
appeared  to  indicate  deepening  impressions  and  a desire  to 
hear  the  words  of  eternal  life.  Forty  joined  the  church  and 
partook  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  for  the  first  time.  The  weather 
was  unpleasant,  rain  poured  down  in  almost  incessant  tor- 
rents, which  were  exceeded  in  nothing  unless  in  the  showers 
of  divine  grace.’ 

“ The  crowds  in  attendance  were  not  so  large,  and  the  num- 
bers under  divine  influence  were  not  so  great,  but  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  most  competent  observers,  the  church  received 
more  real  strength  than  in  the  great  revival  fifteen  years 
before.  The  precise  number  brought  to  the  Saviour  cannot 
be  ascertained,  but  it  far  exceeded  the  number  first  admitted 
to  the  Lord’s  Supper  before  mentioned,  and  on  good  authority 
we  may  say  that  two  hundred  at  least  were  gathered  in  as  the 
fruits  of  this  revival. 

“ In  the  midst  of  the  excitement  and  ecclesiastical  changes 
wrought  by  William  C.  Davis,  between  1807  and  1812,  no 
commotion  ruffled  the  serenity  of  Bethesda.  Her  elders,  in 
the  persons  of  Thomas  Black  and  Elias  Davidson,  were  pres- 
ent in  the  Presbyteries  where  his  case  was  under  adjudication, 
and  always  gave,  by  vote,  judgment  against  him.  And  al- 
though My.  Davis  had,  at  one  time,  many  admirers  in  the 
congregation  and  many  personal  friends,  yet  he  eventually 
had  no  adherents  to  his  erratic  creed,  and  so  the  church  lost 
no  members  by  the  schism  ; and  only  a few  families,  and 
those  by  intermarriage,  have  sought  church  membership  with 
his  followers.  The  storm  raged  and  deeply  agitated  some 
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.surrounding  churches,  it  ieft  Bethesda  unmolested  and 
united.” 

Ebenezek  was  still  a part  of  the  charge  of  Rev.  R.  B. 
Walker.  It  most  probably  shared  in  the  work  of  grace  with 
the  neighboring  Church  of  Bethesda,  and  in  which  other 
churches  in  this  vicinity,  from  1817  to  1819,  participated.  ,It 
was  connected  now  with  the  Presbytery  of  Concord.  Its  last 
report  to  the  First  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina,  before  its 
dissolution  in  1810,  gave  it  forty-four  members  in  communion, 
with  seven  baptisms  of  infants. 

Beersheba,  in  York,  was  ministered  to,  as  a stated  supply, 
through  this  decade,  by  Rev.  James  S.  Adams,  who  at  first 
divided  his  labors  between  this  church  and  Olny,  in  North 
Carolina,  and  afterwards  between  this  and  Bethel  (York).  It 
reported  in  1810  one  hundred  and  thirty  members,  a number 
which  probably  it  never  afterwards  exceeded.  It  shared  in 
tlie  revivals  of  1817  to  1819.  which,  to  the  churches  of  this 
neighborhood,  was  a season  of  refreshing  from  the  presence 
of  the  Lord.  [Rel.  Intelligencer,  New  Haven,  Nov.,  1817, 
p.  464.  Christian  Spectator,  New  Haven,  Aug.,  1819,  p.  442.] 

Unitv.  in  York  District,  was  one  of  the  vacant  congrega- 
tions of  the  Phrst  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina  at  its  disso- 
lution, and  became  connected,  with  others  of  this  region,  with 
the  Presbytery  of  Concord.  Its  history  during  this  decade 
is  unknown  to  us.  From  the  minutes  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly for  1819  we  learn  that,  with  Providence  Church,  North 
Carolirfa,  it  was  a part  of  the  joint  charge  of  the  Rev.  James 
Wallis,  whose  death  occurred  in  that  year.  See  Vol.  I.  668, 
Note. 

Shiloh,  formerly  Calvary,  on  King’s  Creek,  in  the  north- 
western corner  of  York  district.  Besides  the  labors  of  Rev. 
James  S.  Adams,  who  supplied  it  for  some  years,  it  was  favor- 
ed at  one  time  with  the  services  of  Rev.  Hemy  M.  Kerr. 
Probably  this  was  earlier  than  -this  decade.  Under  their 
labors  this  church  seemed  to  prosper.  This  was  succeeded 
by  a season  of  long  and  dreary  night.  The  ways  of  Zion 
•mourned,  and  a high  degree  of  spiritual  declension  became 
prevalent.  [MS.  of  Rev.  J.  B.  Davies.] 

” For  ten  or  fifteen  years,”  continues  Mr.  Davies.  ” the 
means  of  grace  were  not  enjoyed  ; the  house  of  worship  went 
to  ruins,  and  the  attention  of  the  people  was  only  now  and 
then,  at  intervals  of  months,  and  sometimes  of  years,  called 
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to  the  ministrations  of  the  gospel.  During  this  period  of 
darkness  and  declension,  removals  took  place  by  which  the 
Presbyterian  Church  was  completely  disorganized  and  dis- 
persed. The  Baptist  denomination  formed  the  congregation 
of  Antioch  under  very  promising  circumstances.” 

,It  was  claimed  by  Rev.  Wm,  C.  Davis  and  his  followers  as 
one  of  the  constituent  portions  of  the  Independent  Presbyte- 
rian Church.  In  the  minutes  of  the  Assembly  for  1819  it  is 
set  down  as  one  of  the  vacant  churches  of  the  Concord 
Presbytery. 

Bethel  [York). — The  vacancy  in  this  church  continued 
until  1811,  when  the  Rev.  James  S Adams  removed  his  resi- 
dence to  Bethel,  the  place  of  his  nativity,  and  was  emidoyed 
by  the  congregation  as  a stated  supply.  He  continued  his 
labors  among  them  for  many  years  beyond  the  period  con- 
cerning which  we  now  write.  He  was  a man  after  the  Mas- 
ter’s own  heart,  a good  man  and  full  of  tlie  Holy  Ghost.  It 
was  during  this  period  that  this  church,  in  common  with 
others,  enjoyed  a special  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  In 
a letter  of  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  W.  W.  Woodward,  of  New 
Haven,  dated  “York  District,  S.  C.,  October  27,  1817,’’  he 
says;  “We  have  had  a glorious  revival  of  religion  in  this 
country.  It  commenced  in  July,  and  has  made  its  way  into  a 
number  of  our  churches.  I have  attended  five  communions 
in  the  churches  around,  including  my  own,  and  we  have 
admitted  162  to  the  church  for  the  first  time  ; a large  propor- 
tion of  whom  are  young  people  ; but  we  have  somt  of  all 
ages.  Tne  work  appeared  to  spread  with  great  rapidity.  It 
differs  from  the  fwmer  revival  we  had  in  this  country  in 
several  paiticulars.  In  this  we  have  no  bodily  exercises  ; the 
work  is  powerful,  but  mental;  much  weeping  and  praying. 
In  this  we  have  no  opposition  as  yet.”  [Religious  Intelli- 
gencer, New  Haven,  Vol.  I,  p.  464,  for  November.  1817. J 
The  Christian  Spectator,  of  August,  1819,  says  ; “ Several 

of  the  churches  in  York  District,  S.  C.,  have  been  favored 
with  a ‘ time  of  refreshing  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord.^ 
Very  considerable  additions  have  been  made  to  the  churche.s 
of  Salem,  Bethesda,  Fishing  Creek,  Beersheba  and  Olney-”^ 
[Chr.  Spec,,  Vol.  I,  p.  442.]  Another  letter  of -Rev.  Mi'. 
Adams  to  the  Rev.  R.  S.  Storrs,  Jr.,  dated  December  10.  1818, 
and  published  in  the  Boston  Recorder,  says  ; “A  Bible  So- 
ciety has  been  in  operation  with  us  for  more  than  two  years. 
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It  i.s  under  the  direction  of  our  Presbytery.  In  all  our  con- 
gregations vve  have  established  Tract  Societies.  In  my  own 
congregation  we  have  also  established  Circulating  Library 
Societies,  and  we  sometimes  pay  a little  to  the  support  of 
missions.  Twelve  months  ago,  at  a communion  season,  the 
Lord  was  pleased  to  pour  out  His  Spirit  in  a remarkable 
manner.  P'rom  that  time  it  has  spread  until  all  the  churches 
in  the  district  have  partaken  in  the  happy  effects.  If  I am 
correct  in  my  account,  more  than  400  have  been  added  to  our 
churches  within  these  bounds.  I have  added  to  my  two 
congregations  138,  and  the  work  is  still  going  on.” 

riie  Bethel  Acadi'MV  was  an  important  means  of  educa- 
tion, of  which  many  had  availed  themselves.  Rev.  Mr.  Adams 
was  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  attended  on  Fri- 
day afternoons  to  hear  the  declamations  and  compositions. 
At  this  time,  Samuel  Williamson,  a graduate  of  South  Caro- 
lina College  under  President  Maxcy,  was  the  teacher.  There 
had  been  schools  in  this  congregation  almost  from  the  settle- 
ment  of  the  country,  and  tradition  makes  Andrew  Jackson 
to  have  received  some  portion  of  his  early  education  here. 

Waxhaw  Church. — John  Williamson,  of  whom  we  have 
spoken  before  in  connection  with  Bethesda  congregation 
took  charge  of  the  Academy,  which  had  been  taught  by 
Rev.  Francis  H.  Porter  and  others  previously,  in  1811.  In 
1812  he  became  a licensed  preacher,  and  preached  frequently 
for  this  church.  He  was  ordained  on  the  20th  of  August, 
1813.  At  this  date  Alex.  Carnes,  William  Dunlap,  George 
Dunlap,  Charles  Miller  and  Robert  Walkup,  were  elders.  The 
congregation  is  named  among  the  vacant  churches  of  the 
Presbytery  of  Concord,  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Assembly  which 
met  in  May,  1819. 

The  name  of  Little  Bethel  does  not  appear  in  the  minutes 
before  us,  but  Yorkville  is  enumerated  among  the  v'acant 
churches  of  the  Presbytery  of  Concord  in  1819,  and  we  learn 
from  the  papers  of  D.  G.  Stinson,  Esq.,  that  preaching  was 
commenced  in  Yorkville  in  1813. 

The  Second  Presbytery  was  deprived  of  that  portion  of  its 
territory  v;hich  was  below  a line  extending  from  Columbia  to 
Augusta,  and  between  that  and  the  sea,  in  which  territory  it 
had  before  exercised  practically  little  or  no  jurisdiction.  This 
was  now  in  the  newly-constituted  Presbytery  of  Harmony. 
The  fourteenth  stated  sessions  of  that  Presbytery  was  held  at 
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Edgefield  Court  House  on  the  7th  of  November,  1816.  Some 
intermediate  sessions  were  held  at  the  same  place,  showin 
that  this  was  regarded  as  included  within  its  bounds.  Th 
First  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina  being  dissolved  on  the 
6th  of  October,  1810,  the  Second  was  dropped  from  its  title 
as  no  longer  appropriate,  and  it  received  the  name  of  “ The 
Presbytery  of  South  Carolina,”  which  it  retained  without 
change  until  the  year  1878.  Passing  over  the  line  of  the 
Broad  River  we  find  no  Presbyterian  Churches  either  in  the 
Districts  of  Lexington  or  Edgefield  north  of  this  line.  The 
preaching  station,  which  existed  in  the  preceding  decade  on 
Cuffey  Town  Creek,  in  the  upper  part  of  Edgefield,  was 
already  discontinued,  the  Presbyterian  population  having 
moved  higher  up  and  being  gathered  into  Pre.sbyterian  organ- 
izations in  Abbeville  or  elsewhere. 


During  this  decade. 

Henry  Reid  was  received  as  a candidate  from  the  First  Presbytery  of 
South  Carolina,  April  3d,  1810,  and  was  licensed  at  a meeting  held  at  rhe 
house  of  Andrew  Pickens,  in  the  congregation  of  Hopewell  (Keowee), 
April  5th  of  the  same  year,  and  was  ordained  May  12th,  1813 

Alexander  R.  Callihan  was  received  as  a candidate  and  beneficiary, 
April  4,  1810,  but  his  trials  were  discontinued  August  28,  1811. 

John  D.  Murphy  was  received  as  a licentiate  from  the  Presbytery  of 
Orange  August  27,  1811. 

Thomas  D.  Baird  was  received  as  a candidate  October  4,  1810,  was 
licensed  April  8,  1812,  and  ordained  April  30,  1818. 

James  Gamble  was  received  as  a candidate  April  8,  1812,  Avas  licensed 
October  4,  1813,  and  ordained  April  21,  1815. 

John  Brdl  was  received  as  a candidate  April  8,  1812. 

Richard  B.  Cater  was  received  as  a candidate  April  8, 1812,  was  licensed 
April  4,  1814,  and  ordained  April  (5,  1816. 

John  Harrison  was  received  as  a candidate  September  26’,  1812,  was 
licensed  November  1,  1814. 

Wdtiam  Means  was  received  as  a candidate  April  7,  1813,  was  licensed 
April  22,  1815. 

James  Hillhovse  Avas  received  as  a candidate  October  2,  1813,  Avas 
licensed  November  14,  1815. 

Thomas  Archibald.  Avas  received  as  a candidate  October  2,  1813,  was 
licensed  November  14,  1815,  and  ordained  November  7,  1817- 

Joseph  Hillhouse  Avas  received  under  the  care  of  Presbyteiw  as  a can- 
didate October  4,  1813,  licensed  November  14,  1815. 

James  L.  Sloss  Avas  received  as  a candidate  November  13,  1815,  Avas 
licensed  November  18,  1817,  and  ordained  as  an  Evangelist,  November 
18, 1817. 

Alexander  Kirkpatrick  Avas  received  as  a licentiate  from  the  Presby- 
tery ofBalymena,  Ireland,  Aj)ril  5. 1817,  and  Avas  ordained  .Inly  31, 1818. 

John  S.  li^’Zson  Avas  received  as  a candidate  April  5,  1817,  Avas  licensed 
October  9th,  1819. 
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Dnrid  Iluiuphrei/tf  was  received  as  a candidate  October  :?d,  1817,  was 
licen.sed  October  0, 1810. 

James  Y.  Alexander  was  received  as  a candidate  October  3d,  1817. 

inland  Ihdberl  was  received  as  a candidate  from  tlie  Presbytery  of 
Harmony  November  5tli,  1817.  was  licensed  November  (ith,  1817,  and 
ordained  as  IMissionary  Evan<relist  October  3,  1818. 

Michael  Dickson  was  received  as  a candidate  November  18,  r817. 

Thomas  C.  Sfnart,  who  liad  been  received  as  a candidate  November  15, 
181G,  was  licensed  April  3d,  1819 

Benjamin  Dupre  was  taken  under  the  care  of  the  Presbyter}'  as  a can- 
didate October  8,  1810. 


CHAPTER  V. 

Of  the  localities  of  Mount  Bethel  Academy  and  the  church 
of  Indian  Creek,  the  predecessor  of  Gilder’s  Creek,  which, 
not  even  in  the  preceding  decade,  was  traceable  in  the  min- 
utes of  the  Presbytery,  we  find  no  notice  in  this. 

Grassy  Spring,  in  Newberry  District,  enjoyed  still  the 
ministerial  services  of  the  Rev.  Daniel  Gray.  He  was  a good 
preacher  and  sound  in  the  faith.  The  Rev.  Wm.  C.  Davis 
ascribed  the  first  active  opposition  to  his  “Gospel  Plan”  to  Mr. 
Gray  and  Major  Mejunkin.  Mr.  Gray  fell  into  a “ decline,” 
lingered  a few  years  and  died  between  the  April  and  Novem- 
ber meetings  ofPresbytery  in  i8i6.  Mr.  Gray  is  believed  to 
have  been  a native  of  Abbeville  District  and  to  have  received 
his  education  in  part  there,  and  under  Dr.  Doak,  of  East 
Tennesse,  (MSS.  of  Rev.  J.  H.  Save  and  letter  of  D.  L. 
Gray.)  The  Rev.  Dr.  J.  H.  Gray  and  Rev.  D.  L.  Gray,  of 
Tennessee,  were  his  nephews.  Mr.  Gray  did  not  serve  this 
church  through  all  these  years  till  his  death,  as  its  pastor. 
He  was  dismissed  from  this  portion  of  his  pastoral  charge  on 
the  2d  of  April,  i8i  i.  It  was  afterwards  supplied  as  a vacant 
church  by  Rev.  J.  B.  Kennedy,  Daniel  Gray,  Hugh  Dickson, 
in  i8ii  and  i8i2.  It  suffered  very  much  from  emigration  to 
the  West.  Many  of  the  families  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  the  church  removed  and  the  remoter  ones  fell  into  the 
membership  of  the  Church  of  Cane  Creek,  which  was  most 
convenient  to  their  own  residence. 

Little  River,  Laurens  District.  The  Rev.  John  B.  Ken- 
nedy was  the  pastor  of  this  church  during  this  period. 

Duncan’.s  Creek  was  the  other  part  of  the  pastoral  charge 
of  Rev.  John  B.  Kennedy.  An  unpleasant  misunderstanding 
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Duncan’s  crekk — uockv  simung. 

between  one  of  the  session  of  this  church  and  its  pastor  was 
reported  to  the  Presbytery  in  October,  1817,  and  an  ad- 
journed meeting  of  that  body  was  held  at  Duncan’s  Creek, 
one  of  the  issues  of  which  was  the  reconciliation  of  the  dis- 
sensions  and  the  restoration  of  Christian  harmony  and  fellow- 
ship. It  appeared,  however,  that  the  reconciliation  was  not 
permanent,  but  the  Pdder  withdrew  himself  from  the  worship 
of  God  in  that  church.  The  case  seemed  complicated  by  the 
fact  that  one  of  the  same  name,  a person  of  standing  in  so- 
ciety and  probably  a relative  of  the  recusant  Elder,  addressed 
a letter  to  the  session,  declining  further  church  connection 
with  them.  But  it  appeared  that  tlds  was  done  when  the 
session  were  about  to  call  him  to  account  for  some  immo- 
rality. Presbytery  unanimously  reasserted  the  principle  in 
accordance  with  the  discipline  of  the  church,  “ that  a declina- 
ture after  the  commission  of  an  immoral  act  whicli  called  for 
the  discipline  of  the  church  is  not  to  be  considered  valid  in 
any  case,  and  that  the  church  session  is  clothed  with  as  full 
power  and  authority  to  call  the  guilty  person  before  their  bar 
to  answer  for  his  fault  as  though  such  declinature  had  never 
been  handed  in.”  This  difficulty  seems  to  have  passed 
away.  The  Presbyterial  records  at  least  are  silent  respect- 
ing it. 

Rocky  Spring,  in  Laurens  District,  was  vacant  through 
the  largest  portion  of  this  decade  and  a petitioner  for  sup- 
plies. Messrs.  Kennedy,  Henry,  Reid,  John  Harrison.  Jas. 
Hillhouse  and  Thomas  Archibald,  were  appointed  to  preach 
to  this  congregation  as  temporary  supplies  in  1810,  1811, 
1812,  1815,  1816.  Of  all  these,  Mr.  Kennedy’s  are  believed 
to  have  been  the  most  constant.  In  April,  1817,  they  called 
Thomas  Archibald,  who  had  been  licensed  in  1814,  for  one- 
half  his  time.  This  call  he  accepted  and  he  was  accordingly 
ordained  and  installed  at  Rocky  Spring  Church,  November 
7th,  1817,  the  Rev.  Richard  B.  Cater  preaching  the  sermon 
from  2d  Tim.,  2 : 15,  and  Rev.  Hugh  Dickson  presiding  and 
giving  the  charge  to  pastor  and  people. 

Liberty  Spring — The  Rev.  Benjamin  R.  Montgomery 
was  dismissed  from  the  second  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina 
to  the  Presbytery  of  Harmony,  April  3d.  1810,  and  this 
church  applied  to  the  Presbytery  for  supplies  for  its  pr.lpit. 
On  the  6th  of  April,  1816,  a call  was  presented  to  Presbytery 
for  one-half  of  the  ministerial  labors  of  Mr.  John  Harrison,  a 
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icciitiate  under  its  care.  This  call  Mr.  Harrison  declined 
icceptin|T,  yet  he  preached  to  the  church  in  the  years  i8i6 
ind  1817.  Says  Dr.  Campbell,  “Ide  was  a good  preacher,  as  a 
/OLing  man.”  He  was  a native  of  Greenville,  married  the 
laughter  of  Alonzo  Stewart,  of  Abbeville,  and  from  Liberty 
Spring  removed  to  Georgia.  It  was  in  1816,  during  his  min- 
str}^,  that  Dr.  Robert  Campbell  was  elected  an  Elder  of  this 
:hurch.  Tlie  next  preacher  was  the  Rev.  Alexander  Kirk- 
patrick. He  accepted  a call  from  this  church  for  one-half  of 
lis  labors  and  was  ordained  on  the  31st  of  July,  1818,  Rev. 
James  Gamble  preaching  the  ordination  sermon  from  i Tim. 
3;  1.  Mr.  Kirkpatrick  was  a native  of  Ireland,  of  good  na- 
:ive  intellect,  of  rather  a cold  temperament,  a didactic  and 
argumentative  preacher,  a man  of  great  diffidence,  good  hu- 
mor and  benevolence.  He  married  a daughter  of  Wm. 
Ligon.  John  McGowan,  Robert  Hollingsworth  and  Alexan- 
der Austin,  were  elected  Elders  under  the  ministry  of  M r. 
Kirkpatrick.  One  of  the  old  Elders  had  died  and  two  had 
removed  to  the  West.  (MSS.  of  Dr.  Campbell  and  minutes 
of  Presbytery.) 

Warrior’s  Creek. — At  the  38th  regular  session  of  the 
Presbytery  of  South  Carolina,  held  at  Good  Hope  from  Octo- 
ber l to  October  3,  1818,  the  congregation  of  Warrior’s 
Creek,  about  seven  or  eight  miles  north  of  Laurensville,  in 
Laurens  District,  was  received  under  the  care  of  that  body, 
but  no  information  as  to  the  supply  of  its  spiritual  wants  is 
recorded,  save  that  in  18 18-19,  associated  with  Liberty 
Spring  as  under  the  care  of  Alexander  Kirkpatrick. 

Rabourn's  Creek  congregation  received  supplies  during 
the  decade.  Jas.  Gilliland,  Wm.  H.  Barr,  John  Harrison 
and  Jas.  Hillhouse  were  appointed  as  supplies  in  1810  and 
1811.  It  is  only  in  the  earlier  years  of  this  period  that  the 
appointments  of  supplies  are  recorded,  and  when  they  are 
noted,  the  appointees  are  directed  to  preach  so  tnany  times, 
at  their  own  discretion,  the  places  where,  not  being  indicated, 
so  that  those  fragmentary  notices  of  vacant  congregations  are 
very  unsatisfactory. 

Union  Presbvterian  Church  (formerly  Brown’s  Creek.) 
The  Rev.  Daniel  Gray  continued  to  preach  to  this  church  in 
connection  with  Eairforest,  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1816.  He  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Joseph  Hillhouse,  who 
gave  a portion  of  his  labors  to  this  congregation  while  settled 
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at  Fairforest.  During  his  ministry  he  commenced  preaching 
statedly  at  Unionville.  At  what  exact  period  this  began  we 
are  not  informed.  It  may  have  been  near  the  end  of  this  de- 
cade or  soon  after.  The  members  of  the  church  thought  it 
proper  to  abandon  their  place  of  worship  in  the  country  and 
build  a house  of  worship  in  the  village.  The  lot  on  which  the 
cluirch  edifice  stands  was  given  by  Mr.  Alexander  Macbeth, 
George  Brandon  and  Abram  Mcjunkin,  were  ordained  Elders 
by  Mr.  Hdlhouse.  after  he  began  i:)reaching  at  Unionville, 
probably  about  1819.  (MSS.  of  Rev.  J.  H.  Saye.) 

Cane  Creek  Church  is  ten  miles  from  Unionville  near  the 
road  leading  (rom  the  latter  place  to  Columbia  and  nearly 
equi  distant  fi'om  Broad  and  Tyger  Rivers.  “It  was  formed 
about  the  year  1809  by  a few  members  of  the  old  Grassy 
Spring  church  uniting  with  a few  from  Brown’s  Creek.  Tliey 
purchased  from  Mr.  Spilsby  Glenn  the  building  now  called 
Cane  Creek  Cluirch.  It  had  been  erected  by  the  Society 
of  Friends,  and  from  them  Mr.  Glenn  had  purchased  it  be- 
fore it  came  into  the  hands  of  the  Presbyterians.  The  land 
upon  which  the  church  stands  was  purchased  from  Mr.  Isaac 
Hawkins,  the  agent  of  the  Societv  of  Friends  and  contains  in 
the  whole  about  ten  acres.  The  names  of  the  persons  who 
came  from  the  Grassy  Spring  Church  and  united  in  forming 
the  Cane  Creek  Church  are  the  following,  viz.  : Maj.  Samuel 
Otterson  and  his  wife,  Ruth,  Henry  Walker  and  his  wife 
Mary,  Mrs.  Samuel  Lay,  James  Dugan,  Esq.,  and  his  wife. 
Frances,  Jeremiaii  Hamilton  and  his  wife.  Mrs.  Rebecca  Bu- 
ford, James  Otterson,  widow  Brummit,  Miss  Ruth  Otterson, 
Robert  Crenshaw,  Sen.,  and  Robert  Crenshaw,  Jr.,  and  one 
other.  The  following  are  the  names  of  the  members  who 
came  from  the  Brown’s  Creek  Church,  viz.  : Maj.  Joseph 
Junkin,  elder,  and  his  wife  Ann,  John  Cunningham  and  his 
wife  Ellen,  Miss  Jane  Mcjunkin,  Abram  Mcjunkin  and  his 
wife  Margaret,  making,  in  the  whole  23.  Soon  after  the  pur- 
chase of  the  land  and  building  the  services  of  the  Rev.  Daniel 
Gray  were  secured  as  a stated  supply  for  one-fourth  of  his 
time.  He  preached  here  two  years,  during  which  Mary  and 
Thany  Otterson,  daughters  of  Maj.  S.  Otterson,  and  Mary 
Buford  became  members  of  the  church.  Majors  Otterson  and 
Mcjunkin  officiated  as  Ruling  Elders  and  constituted  the 
session  at  this  period.  P'rom  1811  to  1816  the  church  was 
almost  entirely  destitute  of  preaching.  Sometimes  a sermon 
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,vas  preached  by  a ininister  of  the  Methodist  denomination 
vho  came  by  invitation.  And  when  no  minister  could  be 
procured,  the  Elders  and  members  frequently  met  for  prayer, 
3iaise,  and  the  reading  of  the  Scriptures.  In  tlie  mean  time 
occasional  supplies  were  sent  by  Presbytery.  In  November, 
1816,  a petition  was  preferred  to  Presbytery  for  supplies  and 
Mr.  William  Means,  a licentiate,  served  this  church  as  a 
stated  supply  for  six  months.  From  this  time  onward  till 
1620,  the  church  had  supplies  only  occasionally.”  [From 
;he  Records  of  Cane  Creek  Church.]  The  country  around 
ivas  originally  settled  mostly  by  Quakers.  The  house  of 
worship  as  we  have  seen  was  built  by  them.  In  the  first 
/ears  of  the  present  century  they  left  the  country  and  went 
;o  Ohio  and  Indiana.  The  original  purchasers  of  the  house 
Linfjrtunately  allowed  other  denominations  to  occupy  it  in 
:ommon  until  nothing  but  a forcible  expulsion  would  induce 
them  to  relinquish  what  they  claim  as  their  right.  Under 
:hese  circumstances  the  church  eventually  erected  a house  of 
worship  about  seven  miles  west  of  Cane  Creek  Church  where 
the  ordinances  of  the  Gospel  are  statedly  dispensed.”  I'he 
above  is  extracted  from  the  records  of  the  session.  But  it  is 
probable  that  the  persons  stated  in  the  preceding  sketch, 
to  have  formed  the  Cane  Creek  Church  did  not  regard  them- 
selves at  the  time  as  uniting  in  a duly  organized  church 
capacity,  but  as  merely  making  arrangements  for  sustaining 
Gospel  ordinances.  They  were  regarded,  those  especially 
from  Brown's  Creek,  as  still  members  of  that  church,  and  it 
may  have  been  so  with  those  from  Grassy  Spring.  (MSS.  Mr. 
Saye.) 

Fairforest  Church. — The  Rev.  Daniel  Gray  continued 
in  this  pastorate  until  his  death  in  1816.  He  fell  into  a 
decline,”  and  the  last  few  years  of  his  life  were  years  of  suf- 
fering and  weakness.  He  was  a good  preacher  and  sound  in 
the  faith.  The  church  was  disturbed  during  his  ministry  by 
the  errors  of  Wm.  C.  Davis,  and  at  the  meeting  of  Presbv- 
tery,  April  3d,  1811,  Mr.  Gray  informed  this  body  that  a 
number  of  persons  in  the  congregation  had  imbibed  the  prin- 
ciples set  forth  in  The  Gospel  Plan,”  written  by  him.  and 
sought  to  be  directed  by  Presbytery  as  to  his  treatment  of 
these  persons.  Dr.  Waddel  and  Mr.  Brown  were  directed  to 
prepare  a letter,  to  be  addressed  to  that  congregation,  stating 
to  them  the  light  in  which  Presbytery  viewed  this  matter. 
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Tile  letter  was  submitted  to  Presbytery,  was  approved  and 
forwarded,  and  was  as  follows  : 


“ Dkau  Fiukxd.s  and  Bkktiiren  : The  Presbj'tery  of  South  Carolina 
have  learned  with  unfeigned  regret  that  so:v;e  ineinher.s  of  your  society 
have  viewed  certain  stej^s  taken  by  the  Presbytery,  at  their  last  sessions, 
as  being  rather  rigid.  They  feel  it  as  their  duty  towards  those  of 
Christ’s  household  to  use  their  endeavors  to  preserve  both  the  peace 
and  ])urity  of  the  ehurcli,  and  are  sorry  to  understand  that  there  are 
any  symptoms  of  discord  among  the  members  of  a society  once  so 
respectable.  In  present  circumstances,  though  far  from  desiring  to  lord 
it  over  Cod’s  heritage,  yet  we  consider  it  as  not  transcending  the  bounds 
of  our  duty  to  athnoni.sh  you  to  mark  and  beware  of  those  unstable  per- 
sons who  cause  divisions  among  you,  and  endeavor,  by-  every  proper 
and  prudent  method,  to  reclaim  them.  The  elders  we  exhort  to  treat 
such  with  all  due  lenity  consistent  with  the  purity  of  the  church  ; and 
should  it  be  deemed  proper  or  nece.ssary  in  order  to  reduce  the  tempo- 
ralities of  your  church  to  a state  of  greater  regularity,  as  well  as  to 
ascertain  the  number  of  those  among  you  who  are  still  disposed  to 
adhere  to  and  support  the  principles  of  tlie  church  to  which  we  belong, 
Ave  recommend  that  a new  subscription  be  opened  and  the  members 
invited  in  that  Avay  to  testify  their  sentiments.  Should  any  member, 
after  subscribing  in  the  manner  proj)osed,  afterwards  evince  himself  to 
be  an  advocate  for  error,  we  do  recommend  that  he  be  dealt  with  as  the 
discipline  of  our  church  directs  in  cases  of  error.  Finally,  brethren,  we 
admonish  you  to  endeavor  to  stand  fast  in  the  faith,  striving  together 
in  prayer  to  God  for  his  direction  and  protection,  and  may  the  God  of 
peace  and  the  peace  of  God  be  with  you.” 


Mr,  Gray  was  succeded  in  the  pastorship  of  this  church  by 
Rev.  Joseph  Hillhouse,  who  was  brought  up  in  Anderson 
District,  received  his  classical  studies  at  the  academy  at  Va- 
rennes.  and  finished  his  course  of  preparatory  studies  with 
Dr.  Waddell  at  Willington.  A call  for  one-half  of  his  min- 
isterial services  was  laid  before  Presbytery  at  its  twenty-fourth 
stated  sessions,  November  13,  1816,  and  he  was  ordained  at 
P'airforesl  on  the  iQth  of  July,  1817,  Rev.  John  B.  Kennedy 
preaching  the  ordination  sermon  from  Col.  4 : 17,  Dr.  Wad- 
dell presiding  and  deliv'^ering  the  charge  to  the  newly-ordained 
pastor  and  people.  Mr.  Hillhouse  also  preached  at  Brown’s 
Creek,  and  began  to  preach  statedly  at  Unionville.  During 
his  ministry  a new  brickhouse  of  worship  was  erected  at 
Fairforest.  Under  his  ministry  the  congregation  of  Brown’s 
Creek  erected  a house  of  worship  at  Unionville.  Mr.  William 
Means  akso  preached  in  this  church,  probably  before  Mr. 
Hillhouse,  but  from  debility  he  abandoned  the  ministry  and 
was  never  ordained.  From  the  period  of  the  settlement  of 
Mr.  Hilll  louse,  things  began  to  assume  a more  favorable 
aspect.  The  ordinances  of  God’s  house  were  strictly  attended 
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to.  and  now  and  then  a repenting  returning  sinner  wtts  found. 
jNo  very  visible  out]jouring  of  the  Si)irit  was  ob‘-erved  until 
about  the  beginning  of  April.  i8i8,  when  an  unusual  solem- 
nity was  perceived  to  prevail  in  the  assembly  which  usually 
attended.  Many  hearts  were  filled  with  griel  at  the  recol- 
lection of  their  past  ingratitude.  Many  sought  to  obtain  a 
seat  at  the  table  of  the  Lord,  whom,  by  their  sins,  they  had 
pierced.  In  the  last  of  May  twenty-five  j^ublicly  professed 
their  attachment  to  Christ  and  his  cause;  and  in  August,  at 
another  communion,  twenty -eight  more  separated  themselves 
from  the  world  to  follow  after  the  Lord  ; thus  making  an 
aggregate  of  fifty-three,  in  four  months,  who  have  made  a 
public,  and,  in  most  instances,  a hopeful  profession.”  (Letter 
dated  Union  District,  S.  C.,  October  14,  1818,  addressed  to 
the  Weekly  Recorder,  and  republished  in  the  Religious  Intel- 
ligencer, New  Haven,  of  November,  1818.)  Fairforest  has 
been  blessed  with  an  eldership  of  no  common  excellence. 
Among  them  was  Gen.  Hugh  Means,  the  son  of  James  Means, 
one  of.the  early  settlers,  the  second  child  born  in  the  settle- 
ment. His  mother  died  soon  after  his  birth,  and  he  was 
nursed  by  Mrs.  Story  with  her  own  son,  George.  He  entered 
the  service  of  his  country  at  an  early  period,  and  won  distinc- 
tion on  various  occasions',  especially  at  the  battle  of  the  Cow- 
pens,  where  he  was  a lieutenant  in  the  company  of  Captain 
Patton.  He  commanded  a regiment  in  the  war  of  i8j2.  After 

o 

the  close  of  the  revolutionary  struggle  he  was  distinguished 
by  his  energy  and  kindness  in  providing  for  the  pressing 
necessities  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  his  fallen  comrades. 
He  was  chosen  a ruling  elder  at  an  early  period  of  life,  and 
discharged  the  duties  of  his  office  much  to  the  edification  of 
the  church.  He  was  an  earnest  and  devout  Christian,  and  a 
whole-souled  man  and  neighbor.  His  posterity  is  numerous, 
but  all  scattered  through  the  regions  of  “ The  far  West.” 
There  were  other  elders  wdiose  useful  lives  extended  into  the 
times  subsequent  to  this,  and  whose  names  deserve  to  be 
remembered.  [MSS.  of  J.  H.  Saye  and  Minutes  of  Presbytery.] 
Nazareth  Church,  Spartanburg  District.  This  church 
flourished  much  under  the  pastoral  labors  of  Rev.  James 
Gilliland,  Jr  , who  was  a lively  preacher,  a good  scholar  and 
popular  in  his  manners.  At  the  meeting  of  Presbytery  in 
April,  1815,  he  and  Rev.  Daniel  Gray  obtained  leave  to  travel 
beyond  the  bounds  of  Presbytery  during  the  .Summer.  And 
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FAIUVIEW, 


[1810-1820 


it  appears  to  hav^e  been  the  uiiderstandinij  that  every  minis- 
ter traveling  abroad  should  do  so  with  the  consent  of  Presby- 
tery, and  bearing  credcmtials  attested  by  the  stated  clerk  or 
by  the  presiding  Moderator  and  clerk.  At  the  meeting  No- 
vember 13th,  1816,  a letter  was  received  from  hini  stating  his 
removal  beyond  their  bounds,  suing  for  a dismission  from 
his  pastoral  relation  with  Nazareth,  accompanied  with  his 
account  book  and  the  moneys  held  by  him  as  the  Treasurer 
of  Presbytery.  These  accounts  were  audited  and  found  cor- 
rect, the  Commissioner  of  the  congregation  was  heard,  and 
Mr.  Gilliland  was  regularly  dismissed,  and  the  congregation 
now  declared  a vacancy  \\\  good  sfanding,  having  fulfilled  all 
its  contracts  with  its  pastor.  On  the  3rd  of  April  they  applied 
for  one-half  the  labors  of  the  licentiate  William  Means  for  one 
year,  this  application  was  accepted  by  him.  He  perhaps  had 
served  them  before  in  the  same  capacity,  for  he  is  said  to  have 
served  them  four  years  after  the  dismission  of  Mr.  Gilliland 
until  1820.  [Minutes  and  MSS.  of  Rev.  R.  H.  Reid.]  Mr. 
Gilliland  removed  to  Mississippi  after  having  rendered  the 
country  very  efficient  service  in  the  pulpit  and  the  school- 
room where  many  eminent  men  were  his  pupils. 

PAirview  Church.  This  church  was  under  the  charge  of 
Rev.  James  Gilliland  jointly  with  Nazareth  until  September 
28,  1812,  when  Mr.  Gilliland  applied  for  a dismission  and  was 
directed  to  cite  his  people  to  appear  by  their  commissioner 
at  the  next  meeting  to  show  cause  (if  any)  why  the  dismis- 
sion should  not  be  granted.  As  neither  Mr.  Gilliland  nor 
any  commissioner  appeared,  the  business  was  laid  over.  James 
Hillhouse,  Thomas  Archibald,  Joseph  Hillhouse  and  Alexan- 
der Kirkpatrick  were  subsequently  appointed  by  Presbytery 
as  supplies.  The  statement  we  have  received  is,  that  the  Rev. 
Hugh  Dickson  took  charge  of  the  congregation  at  the  Fall 
meeting  of  Presbytery  in  1814  a fourth  of  his  time  at  a salary 
of  75  dollars,  was  succeeded  by  fames  Hillhouse  at  the  Spring 
Presbytery  of  1816,  that  on  the  3rd  Sabbath  of  October  he 
resigned  and  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Thos.  Archibald  who 
preached  until  the  Spring  Presbvtery  of  1817,  then  the  Rev. 
A1  exander  Kirkpatrick,  a native  of  Ireland,  preached  from 
June,  1817,  to  May,  i8i8.  And  during  this  period  the  Rev. 
Thomas  D.  Baird,  from  Ireland  occupied  the  pulpit  some  por- 
tion of  the  time.  During  this  decade  Dr.  Thomas  W.  Alex- 
ander, Lindsay  A.  Baker,  were  elders,  and  James  Peden  about 
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1 year  i8i6.  ( Brief  history  compiled  by  a committee  of  the 

irch.)  The  reijjLilar  sessions  of  the  Presbytery  of  South 
rolina  were  Iitld  at  this  church  on  the  ist  of  April,  1814, 
,il  the  7th  of  October,  1819. 

'loRTH  Pacolei'.  James  Gilliland,  Jr.,  was  appointed  by 
isbytery  to  supply  this  church  in  1810,  18 ll,  1812  ; Dan- 
iGray,  in  i8jo,  and  Thos.  Archibald,  in  1817.  The  brief 
p:ement  made  to  us  in  1853  is,  ‘Tn  1817  Rev.  Braynard  and 
|dillhouse  labored  as  pastors,  during  whose  service  A.  F. 
ikson  and  his  wife,  A.  Cunningham  and  his  wife,  S.  Caruth 
land  E.  Scott,  VV.  Kelso,  Jr.,  and  his  wife,  and  J.  and  P. 
ylso  became  united  with  the  church.” 

I Milford.  This  name  does  not  appear  on  the  minutes  of 
^^sbvtery  during  this  decade.  The  same  is  true  of  the 
pffey  Town  congregation  on  Guffey  Town  Creek  in  the 
per  part  of  Edgefield  District. 

* The  German  Church  on  Hard  Labor  Creek  is  once  men- 
hied  in  th  e minutes  of  Presbytery.  August  28th,  1811, 
hury  Reid,  then  a licentiate,  was  appointed  to  preach  at 

Iie  German  Church.”  This  was  probably  the  continuation 
the  Cuffey  Town  congregation  made  up  of  German  emi- 
ants  from  the  Palatinate  who  suffered  such  bitter  persecu- 
»ns  in  the  preceding  century  and  were  settled  in  the  old 
|vvnship  of  Hillsboro  in  1760  and  1770.  See  Vol.I,p.642. 
jSmvrxa  Church,  (Abbeville.)  The  Rev.  Hugh  Dickson  still 
inistered  to  this  church  one-half  of  his  time.  “In  their  effort 
1 replenish  their  eldership,  removed  by  death,  the  church 
,ected  Samuel  Speece  and  Philip  Stiefle  who  were  inducted 
to  office  as  their  successors.  They  lived  but  a short  time, 
ivo  others  were  appointed  to  take  their  places.  They  required 
time  time  for  deliberation  and  before  they  had  obtained  their 
pnsent,  they  both  died  suddenly  without  ordination.  Two 
I hers  were  appointed  to  fill  their  office,  they  died  in  like 
anner.  This  is  mentioned  as  a singular  providence.  Robert 
edd  was  then  appointed  and  continued  to  act  through  the 
Idlowing  decade.”  (MSS.  Dy  Rev.  Hugh  Dickso'n.) 
Greenvili.e  Church,  (formerly  Saluda,)  Abbeville.  Rev. 
lug'n  Dickson  continued  the  joint  pastor  of  this  and  the  last 
amed  congregation.  All  things  moved  on  in  the  even  tenor 
f their  way  with  few  accessions  until  1815,  when  14  new 
lembers  were  added  to  the  cluirch.  Prior  to  this.  Edward 
iharpe  having  died,  Isaac  Cowan  was  appointed  Ruling  Elder 
19 
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in  his  place.  Shortly  after  this  John  Seawri^ht  and  Samuel 
Ac^nevv  were  added  to  the  Session.  (M.SS.  of  Rev.  Hu^h 
Dickson.) 

Rocky  Creek  now  Rock  Chuiich.  Supplies  were  ap- 
pointed for  this  church  as  follows:  Win.  H.  I^arr,  in  i8io; 
Henry  Reid,  in  i8ii,  1812;  Daniel  Gray,  John  B.  Kennedy 
and  Hugh  Dickson,  in  1812,  and  John  Harrison,  in  1814. 
Most  of  these  appointments  were  for  a single  Sabbath,  some 
were  for  two  or  more.  ‘‘The  Rev.  Henry  Reid,”  says  Rev. 
fohn  McLees,  now  (in  1872)  pastor  of  this  church,  “was  li- 
censed by  South  Carolina  Presbytery  about  the  year  1810. 
He  supplied  the  church  occasionally  until  1819.’’  Another 
MSS.  account  says  “We  have  no  trace  of  its  history  left  (i.  e., 
after  1805)  till  1810,  when  it  was  supplied  by  Rev.  Henry 
Reid  till  1812.”  It  was  then  vacant  for  five  years,  when  Mr. 
Reid  returned  and  preached  once  a month  during  the  years  of 
1818  and  1819.  He  left  it  and  it  was  again  vacant.  John 
Blake.  Thomas  Weir,  and  John  Caldwell  were  appointed 
Ruling  hdders  in  1818. 

Old  Cambridge,  or  Ninety-Six,  is  again  without  mention 
in  the  minutes  of  Presbytery  during  this  decade.  It  still 
existed  as  a community  of  some  importance.  “The  Cam- 
bridge Library  Society”  was  chartered  in  1816.  About  the 
time  of  the  war  of  1812  it  rose  again  to  some  measure  of 
prosperity.  It  was  visited,  too,  by  ministers  of  the  gospel, 
among  whom,  according  to  the  testimony  of  Mr.  John  Mc- 
Bryde,  a resident  of  the  place,  and  a merchant  then  engaged 
in  business,  were  Rev.  Mr,  Dickson  and  Dr.  Barr.  It  was 
visited,  too,  by  Rev.  Alfred  Wright,  afterwards  missionary  to 
the  Choctaws,  who  was  sent  from  the  Missionary  Society  in 
Charleston  as  explorer,*  who  was  followed  by  Rev.  John 
Wheeler,  afterwards  President  of  Burlington  College,  Ver- 
mont, who  came  as  a licentiate,  in  1819,  and  preached  both 
here  and  at  “ the  Rocks,’’  that  is.  Rocky  Creek,  or  Rock 

*“More  than  five  years  ago,  Mr.  Alfred  Wright,  while  a student  in 
the  Theological  Seminary  at  Andover,  alter  serious  and  prayerful  delib- 
eration, came  to  the  resolution  to  devote  himself  to  the  missionary 
work,  should  Providence  open  to  him  the  way  ; but  a failure  of  health 
has  hindered  him.  After  a residence,  however,  in  North  Carolina  for 
two  or  three  years,  he  found  his  health  so  far  restored  as  to  encourage 
him  to  commence  preaching  ; and  for  several  months  past  he  has  been 
employed  in  missionary  labors  to  good  acceptance  in  South  Carolina.” 
[Report  of  the  Prudential  C’ommittee  of  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  M..  Sept.,  1819.] 
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urcli,  from  November  to  June.  These  men  were  sent  by 
e Society  of  Domestic  Missions,  and  the  labors 

' these  and  their  successors  resulted  in  the  reor^janizins;' of 
tr  church  in  this  place  early  in  the  next  decade. 

Hopeweli-  (Abbeville). — Dr.  Waddell  continued  to  preach 
this  church  in  connection  with  Willington,  at  which  place 
resided.  In' the  midst  of  his  successful  career  at  the  latter 
bee  as  an  instructor  of  youth,  and  both  here  and  there  as  a 
eacher  of  the  gospel,  he  was  called  to  the  Presidency  of 
i anklin  College,  at  Athens,  Georgia.  A door  of  wider  useful- 
ss  seemed  open  before  him,  and  he  requested  a dismission 
>m  the  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina  to  the  Presbytery  of 
opewell,  within  whose  bounds  he  had  removed,  which  was 
anted  him  on  the  17th  of  October,  1819,  and  the  Hopewell 
lurch  was  again  vacant.  “ The  organization  of  a church  at 
illington  drew  off  some  of  the  members  of  the  Hopewell 
lurch.  The  stream  of  emigration  which  set  from  this  region 
the  new  countries  in  the  West  would  have  had  a still  more 
rious  effect,  had  it  not  been  for  a counter-current  which 
(vved  in  from  the  lower  part  of  the  State.  About  this  time, 
essrs.  Stephen  Lee,  Andrew  Norris,  the  Saxons.  Pelots. 
istells,  Wilsons,  Parkers,  Caters  and  Reids,  moved  in  and 
led  the  vacant  places. 

WiLLiNGTON. — The  circumstances  under  which  the  church 
;aring  this  name  was  founded  have  been  rehearsed  already, 
was  organized  about  the  year  1813,  and  was  composed 
ainly  of  members  from  Hopewell.  Though  useful  here  in 
e ministry  of  the  gospel,  the  reputation  of  Dr.  Waddell 
liefly  rested  on  his  success  as  an  educator  of  youth.  It  was 
is  which  led  to  his  election  to  the  Presidency  of  Franklin 
allege,  a name  by  which  the  University  of  Georgia  has  been 
lown.  His  removal  from  this  portion  of  his  pastoral  charge 
ok  place,  as  has  already  been  intimated,  in  1819.  The 
hool  was  left,”  says  the  authority  to  which  we  have  before 
ien  indebted,  “ in  the  hands  of  his  nephew,  Mr.  Dobbins, 
ho  sustained  it  but  a short  time.  This  Academy  had  been 
operation  at  this  place  nearly  fifteen  years,  and  its  success 
as  without  a parallel  in  the  country.  How  much  this  was 
wing  to  circumstances,  or  to  that  Hide  in  the  affairs  of  men,’ 
hich  being  ‘ taken  at  the  flood  leads  on  to  fortune,’  we  leave 
)gicians  to  determine  ; but  its  influence  for  good  upon  the 
je  is  a self-evident  proposition.  The  germs  of  lawyers,  phy- 
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sicians,  statesnien,  ministers,  &c.,  tented  around  that  simple 
academic  buiIdin<T  ; and  wayward  indeed,  ev^en  reprobate, 
must  have  been  the  youth  who  retained  in  after-life  no  im- 
pression of  tlie  genuine  faith,  the  honest  probity,  and  tlie 
sterling  energy  of  his  amiable  perceptor.  He  was  amiable 
notwithstanding  the  rigidity  of  his  discipline.  A vein  of 
pleasantry  ran  through  the  rich,  heavy  quarry  of  his  brain  ; 
and  flashes  of  wit  not  seldom  illuminated  the  thunder  of  his 
brow;  yet  though  the  luckdess  culprit  might  find  in  this  a 
precedent  for  a smile,  woefully  deceived  was  he  if  he  deemed 
that  the  rod  of  strict  justice  would  be  thus  averted. 

There  was  a manliness  and  boldness  in  his  dealing.s  which 
compelled  the  respect  of  even  the  worst;  and  his  warm  appre- 
ciation of  good  conduct  could  not  fail  to  secure  the  interest 
of  the  wise  and  studious. 

Of  the  ministers  who  came  forth  from  this  school  may  be 
mentioned  Richard  B.  Cater,  D.  D.,  J.  B.  Hillhouse,  D.  Hum- 
phries. James  Gamble,  Henry  Reid,  John  Wilson  (Baptist), 
Rev.  Daniel  Campbell  (Episcopalian),  Rev.  Thomas  D Baird, 
D.  D.,  of  Cincinnati,  and  others  not  now  remembered.”  [Mrs. 
M.  E.  D.] 

There  were  times,  too,  when  the  Spirit  from  heaven  moved 
upon  the  hearts  of  the  students  who  resorted  to  him.  He 
wrote  on  one  occasion  that  nearly  half  of  the  members  of  the 
seminary,  which  contained  at  that  time  more  than  a hundred 
students,  had  been  under  serious  impressions,  and  that  up- 
wards ot  twenty  were  hopefully  converted.  [Panoplist  for 
May,  1812.] 

As  a teacher,  Dr.  Waddel  had  been  eminently  successful. 
Dr.  Smith,  the  learned  President  of  Nassau  Hall,  in  New 
Jersey,  has  repeatedly  said,  says  Dr.  Ramsay,  that  he  re- 
ceives no  scholars  from  any  section  of  the  United  Stales  who 
stand  a better  examination  than  the  pupils  of  Dr.  Waddel. 
Hist.  II.,  p.  369.  ” Posts  of  honor  and  profit  in  this  and  the 

neighboring  States  are  so  common  to  Dr.  Waddel’s  pupils,” 
says  Judge  A,  B.  Longstreet,  ” that  they  might  almost  be 
considered  their  legitimate  inheritance.”  But  there  were 
new  responsibilities  about  to  be  imposed  uijon  him.  In  18  1 8 
he  was  elected  to  the  Presidency  of  the  University  of  Geor- 
gia. In  1819  he  published  the  ” Memoirs  of  Miss  Catharine 
Elizabeth  Smelt,”  a highly  interesting  and  popular  work, 
which  soon  reached  a third  edition  in  this  country  and  at  least 
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) in  Great  Britain.  He  remained  at  VViIlington  until  May, 
9,  when  he  removed  to  Athens  and  entered  upon  the  du- 
; of  the  Presidency. 

‘ Dr,  Waddel’s  accesion  to  the  Presidency  of  tlie  Univer- 
y”  saves  Judge  Longstreet,  “ was  magical.  It  rose  instantly 
a rank  it  had  never  held  before,  and  which,  we  are  happy 
add  it  has  tnaintained  ever  since.” 

^OWEK  Long  Cane. — At  the  meeting  of  the  Presbytery  of 
-ith  Carolina  at  Fairforest,  September  25th,  1812,  a peti- 
a from  Lower  Long  Cane  congregation,  formerly  attached 
tlie  Seceders  or  Associate  Reformed,  praying  to  be  taken 
:Ier  its  care  was  laid  before  that  body.  This  church  had 
ferred  a request  to  Presbytery  at  a previous  meeting  held 
Duncan’s  Creek,  1812,  for  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Henrv 
id,  who,  probably,  had  been  preaching  to  them  as  a licen- 
;e.  The  Presbvterv  regarded  itself  constitutional! v barred 
m attending  ‘‘to  the  spirit  of  the  petition.”  perhaps  because 
It  church  was  not  under  its  jurisdiction.  After  mature 
iberation  had  thereon,  the  prayer  of  the  supplication  was 
inted  and  their  elder  R<jbert  McCulloch  was  invited  to  a 
Lt  in  Presbytery.”  [Minutes  of  second  Presbytery  of  South 
rolina,  September  26,  1812.]  The  Presbytery  seems  to 
ve  proceeded  with  some  measure  of  caution.  It  ‘‘could  not 
nv  the  petition  of  Lower  Long  Cane  in  the  light  of  a call 
im  that  people  for  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Reid  as  their  pastor, 
t it  appeared  to  be  their  desire  that  the  ordination  should 
ce  place  for  that  purpose.  Upon  the  whole,  i-aking  into 
nsideralioii  the  peculiar  situation  of  that  congregation,  they 
solved  that  should  a regular  call  for  Mr.  Reid  be  brought 
>m  that  people  to  Presbytery  at  their  ne.xt  stated  sessions 
Ir.  Reid  having  intimated  that  he  would  accept  it)  they 
)uld  proceed  to  his  examination.”  A call  was  regularly 
esented  at  their  next  meeting'  and  Mr.  Reid’s  trials  were 
tered  upon.  The  Committee,  Messrs.  Andrew  Brown, 
ugh  Dickson  and  \Vm.  H.  Barr,  to  whom  his  lecture  and 
rmon  were  submitted,  reported  unfavorably  upon  them  at  a 
'0  IT  naia  meeting  at  Varennes,  April  30,  1813,  as  advancing 
)ctrines  at  variance  with  our  standards,  the  symbols  of  our 
ith.  and  the  word  of  God.  i.  As  maintaining  that  the  active 
jedience  of  Christ  is  no  part  of  the  righteousness  by  which 
sinner  is  justified.  2cl.  That  justification  appears  to  be 
vtended  only  to  the  pardon  of  sin.  3d.  That  temporal  death 
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constituted  no  part  of  the  penalty  of  the  covenant  of  works, 
and  that  eternal  death  is  not  included  in  the  breach  of  the 
covenant.  4th.  An  universal  purchase  of  redemption  appears 
to  be  inculcated.  5th.  That  there  is  no  absolute  necessity  of 
hearing  the  gospel  in  order  to  salvation.  6th.  That  the 
penalty  of  the  covenant  of  works  consisted  wholly  in  spiritual 
death.  7th.  That  a fear  of  punishment  and  hope  of  escape 
will  bring  a sinner  to  Christ,  though  the  enmity  of  his  heart 
remains  unsubdued.  8th.  That  a holy  disposition  of  heart  is 
a consequence  of  being  sealed  to  God  in  the  exercise  of  faith. 
9th.  The  beginning  of  holiness  is  regeneration  and  follows 
faith  ; faith  consequently  is  not  holy  in  its  first  exercise. 
From  the  whole  the  Committee  perceived  “the  pieces  to  be 
in  perfect  unison  with  the  “ Gospel  PlaiG  by  VV.  C.  Davis, 
which  has  excited  and  still  continues  to  excites  o much  uneas- 
iness in  our  churches  and  which  we  believe  to  be  frau  gilt 
with  injury  to  precious  and  immortal  souls.” 

After  the  oresentation  of  this  report  and  its  formidable 
array  of  divergencies  from  our  standards  of  doctrine,  “ Mr. 
Reid  was  called  forward,  and  after  a lengthy  and  amicable 
conference,  with  some  explanations,  he  disavowed”  (as  he 
had  done  previously  at  his  licensure,”)  “ the  sentiments  which 
were  considered  exceptionable.”  At  a pro  re  uata  meeting 
at  Lower  Long  Creek  Church,  May  12th,  1813,  Mr.  Reid  was 
ordained  and  installed,  Doctor  VVaddel,  presiding.  Wm.  H. 
Barr,  preaching  the  ordination  sermon,  from  Ezek.  iii,  17, 
and  a suitable  charge  being  given  to  the  newly  ordained 
minister  and  the  congregation.  At  the  meeting  the  Rev. 
Alexander  Porter,  of  the  Associate  Reformed  Church,  was 
present  as  a corresponding  member. 

In  the  minutes  of  the  General  Assembly,  of  May.  1814, 
Lower  Long  Cane  was  reported  among  the  churches  of 
the  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina,  and  Henry  Reid  as  its  pastor. 

At  the  October  sessions,  Mr.  Reid  obtained  leave  to  spend 
three-fourths  of  his  time,  till  the  next  stated  sessions,  without 
the  bounds  of  the  Presbytery,  it  being  understood  that  it 
was  with  the  concurrence  of  the  congregation  over  which  he 
had  been  installed.  On  November  4th,  1814,  Mr.  Reid  was 
dismissed  from  the  pastoral  charge  of  Lower  Long  Cane,  and 
from  the  Presbytery,  to  join  the  Presbytery  of  Hopewell,  and 
Lower  Long  Cane  became  vacant,  and  was  so  reported  in  the 
Assembly’s  minutes  of  1819. 
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0-1820.]  SARDIS — ROCKY  RIVER. 

F\.t  the  same  time  that  this  church  applied  to  be  received 
der  the  care  of  Presbytery,  a neighborhood  on  the  waters  of 
mg  Cane  Creek  applied  to  be  received  also  as  a congregation, 
i to  be  known  by  the  name  of  Sardis  Church,  and  was  so 
:eived  and  entered  upon  the  records.  (Minutes  Second 
esbytery  South  Carolina,  pp.  176,  179.) 

Rocky  River. — -The  Rev.  Dr.  Waddell  preached  to  this 
urch  one-fourth  of  his  time  until  near  the  close  of  1814. 

1 the  29th  of  October,  in  this  year,  the  congregation  pre- 
red  to  Presbytery  a call  for  three-fourths  of  the  ministerial 
)ors  of  Rev.  James  Gamble,  who  was  a native  of  Virginia, 
t came  into  that  neighborhood  when  young,  and  had  been 
ensed  and  ordained  sz/ie  titulo  as  we  have  before  described, 
r Gamble  continued  in  this  relation  through  the  remainder 
this  decade.  For  about  five  years,  from  about  1816  to 
21,  Mr.  Gamble  had  the  Superintendence  of  a large  school 
lere  several  young  men  were  educated  who  afterwards 
came  ministers  of  the  Gospel  in  connection  with  the  Pres- 
terian  Church,  and  some  who  attached  themselves  to 
urches  of  other  denominations.  About  18 10,  an  addition 
IS  made  to  the  session  by  the  removal  into  the  congrega- 
>n  of  Josiah  Patterson,  who  is  believed  to  have  been  an  elder 
Lower  Long  Cane  In  1816,  John  Spear  was  elected  to  fill 
e vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  John  Caldwell.  A.  Giles 
d Thomas  Cunningham  were  afterwards  added  to  the  elder- 
lip,  but  at  what  particular  date  is  not  known.  During  the 
st  fifteen  or  twenty  years  of  the  present  century,  the  congre- 
itions  which  assembled  were  large  and  crowded.  After  this 
:riod,  from  deaths  and  emigration  to  the  West,  the  mernber- 
lip  was  greatly  diminished.* *  The  congregation  has  been 
litful  in  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  and  this  has  been  the  case 
those  congregations  where  piety  has  the  most  abounded 
id  where  literary  tastes  have  been  formed  or  cultivated  by 
aod  schools  and  classical  studies.  Academic  institutions 
nder  religious  influences  have  contributed  largely  to  the 
ipply  of  ministers  of  the  gospel.  (Letters  of  John  Speer 
id  A.  Giles,  Esq.,  of  October  and  November.  1852.) 

* “ Forty-five  years  ago,  I have  no  doubt,'’  says  Mr.  Giles,  “ there  were 
least  two  hundred  members.  From  removals  and  deaths,  small 

rms  have  been  bought  up  by  large  planters — who  generally  are  a curse 

• any  community — [we  suppose  this  to  be  said  without  any  bitterness] 
e have  dwindled  down  to  thirty-five.” 
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Long  Cane  (Upper  Long  Cane).  The  Rev.  VVm.  H.  Barr 
mini.stered  to  this  people,  serving  them,  to  their  great  satis- 
faction, ihree-fourtlis  of  his  time  through  this  period.  Tiie 
old  church  building  having  become  much  dilapidated  and 
decayed,  subscriptions  were  opened  in  December  1813  for 
building  a new  house  of  worship.  The  subscriptions  were 
made  payable  to  VVm.  Lesly,  Hugh  Reid,  George  Bowie, 
Matthew  Wilson  and  James  Wardlaw,  trustees  of  the  congre- 
gatioti  or  their  successors  m office.  On  these  subscri{)tions 
a considerable  sum  was  raised  which  enabled  the  trustees  to 
contract  for  building  the  house,  which  was  finished  to  their 
satisfaction.  (“It  was  not  finished,  I think,”  says  Robert  H. 
VVGrdlaw,  who  furnishes  these  facts,  “till  about  1818,  and  is 
the  same  now,  [June.  1852,]  occupied  by  the  congregation.”) 

Thus  was  business  conducted  with  great  harmonv  and  to 
the  general  satisfaction  of  the  members,  by  trustees  apfiointed 
from  time  to  time,  without  any  by-laws,  rules  or  regulations 
defining  their  powers  or  limiting  their  privileges  till  Septem- 
ber 20th,  1819.  when  the  before  mentioned  trustees,  after  en- 
during all  the  fatigues  and  surmounting  all  the  difficulties  aiul 
bearing  all  the  losses  and  privations  attendant  on  the  erection 
of  the  new  building,  became  desirous  of  retiring,  and  called 
a meeting  of  the  congregation  on  that  day  to  elect  another 
board  of  trustees  ; but  previous  to  going  into  the  election  they 
proposed  to  the  congregation  a set  of  rules  and  regulations 
which  were  unanimously  adopted.  The  secular  affairs  of  the 
congregation  are  still  (1832)  managed  by  a board  of  trustees, 
a regular  succession  being  kept  up  by  election  every  four 
years. 

Between  1818  and  1824  the  congregation  purchased  the 
church  lands,  containing  acres  from  Patrick  Duncan 

of  Charleston,  it  being  a part  of  what  is  commonly  called  “the 
Jew’s  land,”  raising  the  necessary  amount  by  voluntary  sub- 
scription. (MS.  by  Robert  H.  Wardlaw.) 

It  is  due  to  the  memory  of  one  ^yho  from  early  life  was  an  influential 
member  of  this  ehureh,  that  some  memorial  of  one  who  was  so  distin- 
guished in  war  and  honored  in  civil  life  should  be  hero  preserved.  We 
allude  to  General  Andrew  Pickens,  who  departed  this  life  at  Tomassee, 
his  residence,  August  11th,  1817,  in  his  80th  year. 

The  following  interesting  sketch,  })ublislied  many  years  ago  in  the 
Keowee  (’ourier,  will  be  read  with  especial  interest: 

A correspondent  (jf  the  Lnionville  Times,  under  the  signatureof'GTp- 
('ouiitry.”  suggests  that  in  filling  uj)  the  ui<lies  of  thecapitol  with  busts 
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(li.stinu'uishod  Ciirolinian.s,  us  is  |»ro|)o.so(l,  tlie  claims  of  Gen  Amlrow 
cUens  slmiild  not  1)0  (lisre;iai'de<l.  1 lo  says  while  “Gen.  Marion  and 
imt(‘r  shoidd  have  a place  in  the  capitoj,  so  should  Gen  Pickens,  an 
t-cuuntryman,  have  one  assiymed  him  also.”  WA*  ayree  with  “Up- 
)iintry”  that  the  imi)ortant  services  whicli  (den.  Pickens  rendered 
iriny  the  revolution  fully  entitle  him  to  this  distinction.  We  make 
e following  extract,  o-ivimj  information  in  reference  to  the  life  and 
rvices  of  (oen.  Pickens,  which  will  prove  interestin'^  to  cair  readers; 

“I  beg  leave  to  bring  to  the  view  of  the  good  people  of  South  Carolina, 
?n.  Andrew  Pickens  and  some  of  his  military  services  during  our 
L'volutionary  struggle.  He  was  of  Irish  desc-ent,  born  in  Pennsylvania 
id  emigrated  to  South  (i’arolina  with  his  parents  when  a boy,  and  set- 
id  tirst  in  the  Waxhaws.  In  17()0,  before  he  was  twenty-one  years  of 
e,  he  volunteered  in  Grant’s  expedition  a-jainst  the  Cherokee  Indians-, 
here  he  received  his  tirst  lessons  in  military  discipline,  with  Laurens 
arion,  IMoultrie  and  Huger.  He,  early  in  the  revolutionary  contest, 
ok  sides  with  the  Whigs  and  became  a leader  of  che  ])atriots  In  1779 
)1  Pickens,  who  then  commanded  a regiment  of  about  three  hundred 
id  sixty  men,  pursued  Col.  Boyd,  who  liad  under  him  eight  hundred 
ories.  He  overtook  them  at  Kettle  (freek,  where  a severe  battle  en- 
led-  Boyd  was  mortally  wounded,  seven  of  his  men  killed,  and  about 
venty-tive  made  prisoners,  the  remainder  scattered  to  the  winds.  This 
as  the  first  great  reverse  of  fortune  which  the  Tories  met  with,  and  of 
urse  j^roved  to  be  of  great  service  in  the  cautse  of  the  patriots.  Gen. 
ckens  was  wounded  in  the  breast  by  a musket  ball,  while  at  the  head 
his  men  at  the  battle  of  Ivnaw,  and  knocked  olfhis  horse — a wound 
? carried  with  him  in  its  ell’ects,  to  the  grave,  in  1817.  He  captured 
ugusta  from  the  British  after  the)'  had  held  it  two  years,  as  “Lee’s 
emoirs  of  the  Southern  Campaign”  will  prove.  ITe  fought  at  the 
ige  of  Xinety-six,  and  lost  two  brothers  there.  He  fought  at  Granby, 
e (;ut  Pile’s  men  all  to  pieces  one  night,  on  Havr  River  X.  C.,  and  was 
ected  in  that  State  a brigadier-genera!  to  succeed  Gen.  Davids'Ui,  ( who 
as  killed  at  Cowan’s  Ford,  on  the  Catawba)  and  was  thus  actually  a 
’igadier-general  in  both  the  Carolinas  at  the  same  time.  Gen.  Pickens 
ith  his  nien,  stood  the  onset  of  the  British  at  the  great  battle  of  Uow- 
ins.  In  fourteen  days  be  conrpiei-ed  the  great  Cherokee  nation  with- 
it  the  loss  of  a man,,  and  made  the  celebrated  treaty  of  Hopewell,  in 
sndleton,  by  which  Anderson.  Pickens  and  Greenville  were  obtained, 
e also  fought  the  great  ring  light,  which  jierfectly  subdued  the  Indians 
rer  afterwards. 

“Gen.  Pickens  is  one  of  the  few  officers  who  never  drew  a cent  of  pa\' 
r his  Revolutionary  services,  as  the  roll  of  the  comptroller’s  office  will 
rove.  After  the  war,  (leu.  Pickens  held  the  tirst  county  court  that  s:it 
:ider  the  new  laws,  near  .-Vbbeville  Courthouse,  at  the  old  Block  House, 
id  his  son,  Grovernor  Pickens,  then  a boy  ol'tive  years  old,  drew  tbe 
rstjury.  He  was  apiKiintetl  by  President  Washington,  with  Gen. 
7ayne,  to  compier  the  great  northwestern  tribes  of  Indians  but  declined 
le  honor.  He  ran  the  line  between  Xorth  Carolina  and  Tennessee, 
y an  appointment  from  President  .letferson.  He  was  also  appointed 
) hold  tlie  Treaty  of  Milledgeville,  likewise  at  Xatchez,  and  indeed 
Imost  all  the  treaties  held  with  the  Southern  Indians,  and  was  con- 
antly  in  service  until  1794,  when  he  was  elected  to  Congre.ss,  which 
len  .sat  in  Philadelphia  At  that  time  there  were  neither  railroads  nor 
:age-coaches — all  traveling  was  done  on  horseback.  Picture  then,  to 
oui’selves,  a man  who  is  approaching  his  threesn.ire  years,  of  martial 
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figure  and  ditriiified  demeanor,  mounted  on  a spirited  milk-white  steed, 
of  pure  Andalusian  breed,  whip  in  hand  and  holsters  tilled  with  a hraec 
of  pistols,  the  silver  mountin;^:  of  which  glittered  in  the  sunlight.  A 
three-cornered  hat,  from  beneath  which  grows  the  silvery-gray  hair, 
put  smoothly  back  and  tied  in  a queue,  an  undress  military  coat,  rutiled 
shirt,  and  small  clothes  and  fair  top  boots,  with  massive  silver  spurs. 
Following  at  a little  distance,  on  a stout  draft  horse,  is  his  African  atten- 
dant, Pompey,  in  livery  of  blue,  with  scarlet  facings,  carrying  a ])onder- 
ous  portmanteau  with  a consequential  and  dignified  air,  showing  in 
every  movement  the  pride  of  a body  servant  in  his  revered  master. 
Paint  this  in  your  mind’s  eye.  and  you  have  before  you  a gentleman 
of  the  eighteenth  century,  with  his  servant,  on  his  way  to  Congress. 
Such  was  Gen.  Andrew  Pickens  as  he  passed  through  our  village  in 
1794. 

“Congress,  on  the  9th  of  February,  1781,  passed  a vote  of  thanks  to 
the  officers  and  men  wdio  fousiht  in  the  battle  of  the  Cow^pens,  and  vo^ed 
Gen.  Andrew  Pickens  a sword.  The  Legislature  of  South  Carolina,  in 
i816,  unanimously  offered  him  tlie  gubernatorial  chair,  wdiich  he  re- 
spectfully declined  from  age  and  infirmities.” 

Little  Mountain  Congregation.  On  the  2nd  of  April, 
l8i  I,  at  the  23d  stated  sessions  of  the  Second  Presbytery  of 
South  Carolina,  held  at  Bradavvay  Church,  a neighborhood  on 
the  water  ol  Spur  Creek  in  Abbeville  District  applied  to  be 
received  under  Presbvterial  supervision  and  to  be  known  un- 
der the  name  and  address  of  Little  Mountain  Congregation.* 
Minutes  2nd  Presbytery,  p.  158.  On  the  7th  of  April,  1812, 
they  called  Rev.  William  H.  Barr  for  one-fourth  of  his  time, 
which  call  was  accepted  by  h.im  at  the  next  stated  meeting  of 
Presbytery,  and  he  continued  to  minister  to  their  spiritual 
wants  as  a portion  of  his  pastoral  charge  through  this  period 
of  our  history. 

Bradaway. — We  have  very  few  traces  of  this  church  and 
congregation  in  anything  before  us  for  the  first  two  or  three 
years  of  this  decade.  The  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina  (down 
to  that  date  the  Second  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina)  held  its 
23d  stated  sessions  at  that  church  the  2d  of  April,  181  T,  and 

*It  cannot  now'^  be  ascertained  whether  the  church  had  been  regularly 
organized  or  not  prior  to  1811.  It  may  be  inferred  that  it  was.  Apart 
from  anythimr  authentic,  the  commonly  accepted  version  states  “that 
Dr.  Barr  preached  under  a post-oak  tree,  b}'  the  side  of  the  General’s 
Road,”  (which  is  still  standing)  “in  the  year  1806  or  1807.”  Notwith- 
standing it  was  an  immoral  neighborhood,  and  a regular  “race  ground” 
w'as  kept, beginning  at  this  tree,  great  crowds  gathered  under  its  branches 
to  hear  Dr.  Barr  tell  “the  story  of  the  cross.”  It  was  not  long,  how^ever, 
before  a general  desire  pervaded  the  community  to  have  a house  of 
worship,  w’hich  was  built  of  logs  and  j)laced  on  the  top  of  a very  high 
hill,  from  wdiich  the  church  took  its  name  as  Little  Mountain  Church. 
[i\ISS.  of  Wesley  A.  Black.] 
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133d  sessions  on  the  5th  of  Ai)ril,  1816.  Between  these 
is,  on  the  25th  of  September,  1812.  a call  was  presented 
Presbytery,  from  Bradaway,  for  one  hall  the  tninisterial 
hrs  of  Mr,  Thomas  Dickson  Baird,  then  a licentiate,  which 
ii  presented  to  him  and  acce[Red.  At  Varennes  'a  pro  re 
\2  meeting  was  held  for  his  ordination.  Dr.  Waddell 
iached  on  the  occasion.  Rev.  Hugh  Dickson  preached 
I ordination  sermon  from  Mark  xvi.  15  ; “Go  ye  into  all 
1 world,  &c.”  The  candidate  was  set  apart  to  the  sacred 
Ice  of  the  ministry,  and  a suitable  charge  given  to  the 
itor  and  people.  Mr.  (afterwards  Dr.)  Baird  was  dismissed 
i:he  Presbytery  of  Lancaster,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  at  his 
la  request,  on  the  8th  of  April,  1815. 

call  from  Bradaway  for  one-half  of  the  ministerial  services 
I Mr.  Richard  B.  Cater,  then  a licentiate  (the  time  to  be 
aally  divided  between  Varennes  and  Bradaway)  was  laid 
lore  the  Presbytery  on  the  i8th  of  November,  1815,  and 
him  accepted.  He  was  ordained  at  the  regular  meeting 
)ve  mentioned,  the  services  being  held  on  the  6th  of  April, 
[6.  The  ordination  sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  Hugh 
ckson.  He  was  solemnly  set  apart  to  the  work  of  the 
spel  ministry  by  prayer  and  the  imposition  of  hands,  and 
; charge  was  given  to  the  newly  ordained  minister  and  the 
Dple  by  Rev.  William  H.  Barr,  who  presided  on  the  occa- 
n.  In  October,  1819,  Mr.  Cater  applied  for  a dismission 
m his  pastoral  charge,  but  there  being  no  commissioners 
^sent  from  the  congregations  composing  it.  Presbytery  de- 
ned  action  at  that  time,  but  directed  Rev  James  Hillhouse 
cite  those  congregations  to  appear  by  their  commissioners 
fore  that  body  at  its  next  sessions,  to  show  cause,  if  any 
ey  have,  why  such  dismission  should  not  be  granted.* 
(jOOD  Hope  and  Roberts. — Rev.  James  McElheney  sup- 
ied  these  churches  until  his  death,  on  the  4th  of  October. 
12.  The  next  supply  was  the  Rev.  Thos.  H.  Price,  of 
mes  Island.  The  Rev.  Thomas  Dickson  Baird,  afterwards 
, D.,  was  the  next.  Of  his  earlier  history  we  have  already 
'itten. 

Jn  1809.  he  entered  the  Willington  Academy,  of  which 
r.  Moses  Waddell  was  the  principal.  “ I heard  this  eminent 

* A discourse  of  Mr.  Cater’s  before  tlie  “ Varennes  Religious  Tract  So- 
3ty  ” may  be  found  in  the  Evangelical  Intelligencer  of  January  1st 
id  15tli,  1819,  published  by  requestof  the  Society. 
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Preceptor  sa\' : ” says  Rev.  David  Humphreys,  also  his  pupil, 
that  of  all  the  students  who  passed  through  that  Academy, 
but  one,  George  McDuffie,  ever  made  such  rapid  pro- 
gress— especially  in  the  study  of  the  languages.  This  was 
very  complimentary  when  we  recollect  Calhoun,  Craw- 
f(jrd,  Longstreet  and  Pettigrew,  with  many  otliers  from 
that  Institution,  who  have  graced  the  Bar,  the  Benrh. 
the  Halls  of  Congress,  and  the  Cabinet  of  the  United  States 
He  was  licensed,  ordained  and  installed  at  Bradaway,  near 
Varennes,  as  we  have  already  recorded,  where,  in  connection 
with  his  pastoral  office,  he  conducted  a large  and  popular 
classical  school.  In  1815,  he  obtained  a release  from  hi-> 
pastoral  charge  and  removed  to  Newark,  in  Ohio.  The  sup- 
ply given  to  Roberts  and  Good  Hope  chuiches,  was  only  for 
a short  time.  It  was  about  two  years,  that  he  had  the  care 
of  the  Bradaway  church 

While  Mr.  Baird  was  a member  of  this  Presbytery  he  at- 
tended the  General  Assembly  as  its  delegate  and  became  per- 
suaded that  the  churches  of  New  England  were  exerting  an 
injurious  influence  on  Presbyterianism.  At  Newark,  he  was 
engaged  for  five  years  as  pastor  and  teacher.  In  1817,  he 
received  overtures  as  to  the  presidency  of  the  University  of 
Ohio,  an  office  which  he  declined.  In  1820,  he  became  pas- 
tor of  the  church  in  Lebanon,  Alleghany  Co.  Pa.,  wiien  he  was 
disabled  from  preaching  by  laryngitis.  He  had  an  impor- 
tant influence  in  establishing  the  Westei  n Foreign  Missionary 
Society.  In  1831  he  took  the  editorial  charge  of  the  Pitts- 
burg Christian  Herald,  He  sat  in  the  Assemblies  of  1S37 
and  1888,  and  was  President  of  the  Convention  that  met  in 
connection  with  it.  He  removed  to  Cannonsburg,  Pa.,  in 
1 838  during  which  year  on  the  21st  of  November  he  left 
home  on  a visit  to  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  the  scene  of 
his  former  ministrations  and  trials.  On  his  return,  a cold  from 
traveling  in  the  stage  coach  at  night,  brought  on  an  inflama- 
tion  of  the  kidneys  of  which  he  died  in  Duplin  County,  North 
Carolina,  at  the  house  of  Rev.  Henrv  Brown,  after  a few  davs 
of  intense  suffering,  but  in  the  triumph  of  faith,  on  the  7th  of 
January,  1839,  in  the  66th  year  of  his  age. 

He  was  married  to  PLsther,  eldest  daughter  of  Samuel 
Thompson,  a ruling  elder  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Cluirch 
in  Pittsburg,  in  1817,  and  was  the  father  of  thirteen  children, 
seven  bv  the  firsr  marriao'e.  all  of  whom  died  in  infanev  or 
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ly  c’nilclhoocl  ; six  by  the  second  marri.iye,  five  sons  and 
i daughter.  Three  of  liis  sons  Samuel  J.  l^aird,  D.  D., 
enezer  Thompson  Baird,  D.  D.,  Seci'etary  of  the  the  Com- 
tfees  of  Education  and  . Publication  of  the  Presb)’terian 
Lirch,  and  James  Henry  B.iird,  are  ministers  of  the  Gospel. 
Prague’s  Annals,  IV,  p.,  476.)  The  Rev.  Richard  B.  Cater, 
D.,  was  the  next  who  laboured  as  supply  or  pastor  in  these 
^lurches.  He  was  born  in  Beaulort  District,  South  Carolina, 
1791.  His  parents  died  while  he  was  young.  When  he 
4ls  sixteen  years  old  he  was  placed  under  the  instructions  of 
. Moses  Waddell  at  VVillington.  His  literary  and  theolog- 
d course  were  both  under  the  direction  of  the  same  venera- 
^ man.  His  licensure  and  ordination  have  been  recorded 
fore.  His  call  to  Good  Hope  for  the  third  and  from  Roberts 
r the  fifth  of  his  time  had  preceded  his  call  to  Bradaway 
me  six  or  seven  months,  and  he  distributed  his  labors  be- 
een  these  several  congregations.  Ministers  were  too  few 
id  the  Churches  thought  themselves  too  poor  to  provide 
te  for  each.  Mr.  Cater  continued  to  minister  to  them  till 
e close  of  this  decade,  the  dismission  which  he  asked  from 
e collegiate  churches  which  he  served  was  not  granted  for 
e reason  before  mentioned  till  the  Spring  Sessions  of  1820. 

the  character  and  labors  of  this  e.xcellent  brother  we 
tall  have  occasion  to  speak  hereafter. 

We  have  given  in  oui*  preceding  pages  an  imperfect  history 
these  churches  for  near  thirty  years,  for  more  than  half 
which  time  the  Rev.  Jofm  Simpson  was  pastor  ; and  the 
mainder  of  tht^  time  they  were  partially  and  sometimes 
regularly  supf)lied  by  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Davis,  McElhenny 
rice,  Baird  and  Cater.  (MSS.  of  Rev.  David  Humphreys, 
linutes  of  Presbytery  and  Annals  of  Dr.  Sprague,  Vol.  JV, 
p.  476  and  520.) 

Hopewell  ( Keowee). — The  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina 
then  the  Second  Pres,  of  S.  C.)  met  at  this  church  on  the 
d of  April,  1810,  on  the  27th  of  August,  1811,  on  the  6th 
.. f April,  1813.  At  the  first  of  these  meetings  the  Rev.  Jas. 

(tIcElhenny  was  present,  for  he  was  in  the  land  of  the  living 
.nd  was  pastor  of  the  church.  He  possessed  a strong  and 
dgorous  mind,  and  his  eloquence  consisted  of  strong  reason- 
ng  united  with  persuasive  and  touching  tenderness.  Mr. 
-VIcElhenny  was  assisted  in  his  pastoral  labors  by  John  D. 
Vlurphy,  who  was  received  as  a licentiate  from  the  Presbytery 
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of  Orange,  on  the  27th  of  Augu.st,  1811,  and  for  two-thirds 
of  whose  ministerial  labors  a call  was  presented  by  the  Hope- 
well  Church.  Presbx’tery  granted  the  request,  “ it  being  under- 
stood that  Mr.  McElhenny,  the  regular  pastor  of  said  church, 
could  not  labor  among  them  more  than  one-third  of  his  time.” 
Dr.  E.  Smith  and  Mr.  Murphy  are  said  to  have  created  a mill- 
pond and  established  rice  fields  for  their  mutual  benefit, 
which  originated  a malarial  fever  in  the  summer  and  fall  of 
i<Si2.  Of  this  fever  Mr  Murphy,  who  was  the  son-in-law  of 
Mr.  McElhenny,  died,  and  he  soon  followed  him  to  the  grave. 
Mr.  McElhenny  died  on  the  4th  of  October,  1812.  The  Rev. 
Thos.  H.  Price,  from  James  Island,  preached  a funeral  ser- 
mon occasioned  by  their  death,  and  it  was  among  the  retni- 
niscences  of  Rev.  David  Humphreys,  so  long  the  beloved 
pastor  of  Good  Fdope  and  Roberts,  that  Mr.  Price  came  up  to 
Rev.  Andrew  Brown’s  while  he,  Humphreys,  was  there  at 
school,  to  have  him  examine  the  manuscript,  a copy  having 
been  requested  for  publication,  and  that  while  there  he  as- 
sisted Mr.  Brown  at  a communion  season  at  the  Bethel 
Church,  greatly  to  the  edification  of  the  people  there  as- 
sembled. The  following  is  the  inscription  in  the  graveyard 
at  ” the  Stone  Church,”  in  memory  of  Mr.  McElhenny  : 

“ Sacred 

To  the  INIemory  of 
The  Rev.  JAMES  McELHENNY 
Senior  pastor  of 
the 

PRESBYTERI.\N  CHURCH  OF 

Hopewell  in  Pendleton  District, 

Who  died  October  1st,  1812, 

Aged  44  years. 

Greatly  lamented  by  his  friends,  who  knew 
His  generous  worth.  His  flesh  returns  to  dust ! 

His  spirit  ascends  to  prove  religion  true. 

And  wait  the  resurrection  of  the  just ! ” 

Hopewell  now  became  dependent  upon  occasional  supplies 
from  Presbytery.  In  the  spring  of  1813,  Rev.  John  B.  Ken- 
nedy and  Hugh  Dicicson  were  appointed  to  administer  the 
Lord’s  Supper  the  ensuing  summer.  In  the  spring  of  1816, 
Carmel  and  Hopewell  petition  that  James  Hillhouse  may  be 
permitted  to  officiate  as  a stated  supply  between  the  two  con- 
gregations till  the  next  stated  sessions,  and  their  request  is 
granted.  This  results  in  a call  extended  to  him  through  the 
Presbytery,  in  November,  from  Hopewell  for  two-thirds  of 
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ii;  time,  which  I'c  accepted.  An  intermediate  session  was 
lid  at  Hopewell  (Keowee)  on  the  23  of  April,  at  which  Mr. 
'llhoLise  was  ordained  and  installed,  Rev.  Richard  B.  Cater 
ii'aching  the  sermon  from  2d  Tim.,  ii.  15,  and  Wm.  H.  Barr 
tlivering  the  charge  to  the  newly  ordained  pastor  and 
lople.  During  the  pastorate  of  Mr.  Hillhouse,  the  Female 
hligious  tract  Society  of  Pendleton  sent  its  contributions  to 
^esbytery,  and  received  its  thanks  for  their  generous  dona- 
in. 

Carmel  Church. — The  history  of  this  church  has  run 

Iallel  with  that  of  Hopewell  (Keowee)  since  its  organization, 
ring  the  first  two  or  three  years  of  this  decade,  Mr.  Jame.s- 
Elhenny  was  their  pastor,  and  his  son-in-law,  Mr.  Murphy, 
assistant  pastor.  They  were  beloved  and  greatly 
enred.  The  Rev,  James  Hillhouse  succeeded  them  here, 
le  did  in  Hopewell.  A call  was  presented  to  him  through 
sbytery  for  one-third  of  his  time,  on  the  2d  of  October, 
7,  and  he  was  installed  on  the  4th  of  April,  1818.  during 
eeting  of  Presbytery  held  at  that  church,  the  installation 
non  being  delivered  by  William  H.  ]]arr,  from  Ezek.,  iii. 
and  the  charge  given  to  the  minister  and  people  by  Rev. 
ses  Waddell,  D.  D.  During  the  pastorship  of  Mr.  Hill- 
luse,  William  McMurray,  Robert  Lemon,  John  Dickson, 
lexander  Oliver  were  ordained  elders.  Michael  Dickson 
ther  of  Rev.  Hugh  Dickson)  and  William  Walker  were 
;o  elected.  These  all  died  in  the  faith,  having  received  the 
omises. 

I Bethlehem,  Cane  Creek  and  Bethel,  still  constituted  the 
storal  charge  of  Rev.  Andrew  Brown.  He  continued 
Doring  for  these  churches  in  all  faithfulness.  The  31st 
ited  sessions  of  pre.sbytery  were  held  at  Bethel  on  the  6th 
April,  1815.  Mr.  Brown  obtained  leave  from  Presbytery 
travel  without  its  bounds  during  the  summer  of  1816,  and 
quested  that  the  churches  which  he  supplied,  but  were  not 
s regular  charge,  should  be  supplied  as  vacancies  by  that 
)dy.  The  spirit  of  missions  was  increasing  in  this  Presby- 
ry  through  the  entire  period  of  which  we  write.  It  was  a 
anding  rule  that  each  member  should  spend  at  least  four 
eeks  in  missionary  work  in  each  year.  In  the  spring  of 
Ug,  the  Rev.  Andrew  Brown  was  sent  to  the  Alabama 
ei  ritory  by  the  committee  of  Presbytery  to  labor  for  three 
onths  as  a missionary.  At  the  tall  meeting  he  reported  his 
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labors  to  that  body.  Mis  report  was  accompanied  with  an 
address  to  Presbytery  from  a number  of  tlie  inliabitants  west 
of  the  Black  Warrior  River,  thanking  them  for  their  atten- 
tions in  sending  Mr.  Brown  among  them,  and  requesting  a 
continuance  of  missionary  labors. 

Nazareth  (Beaver  Dam),  was,  perhaps,  one  of  those  vacant 
churches  of  Rev.  Andrew  l^rovvn’s  pastoral  charge,  which  he 
from  time  to  time  supplied.  James  Hillhouse,  Thos.  Archi- 
bald, and  Joseph  Hillhouse  were  each  appointed  to  visit  it 
for  the  supply  of  its  pulpit. 

Presbyterian  Church,  Augusta,  Georgia.  — We  have 
seen.  p.  , that  the  corner-stone  of  the  house  of  worship  of 
this  Church  was  laid  on  the  4th  of  July,  i S09.  The  building 
was  completed  and  solemnly  dedicated  to  the  public  worship 
of  God  on  Sunday,  May  17th,  1812  The  following  account 
of  the  exercises  of  the  occasion  is  taken  from  one  of  the 
public  journals  of  tlie  city  : 

‘‘On  Sunday  last,  the  newly  erected  Presbyterian  Church 
in  this  place  was  solemnly  dedicated  to  the  service  of  the 
Most  High.  An  impressive  dedication  sermon  was  preached 
b\'  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thompson,  the  pastor,  from  t''>e  words  of 
David  in  the  84th  Psalm:  ‘ How  amiable  are  thy  tabernacles, 
O,  Lord  of  Hosts.’  About  seven  hundred  persons  attended 
this  interesting  solemnity,  and  we  do  not  recollect  ever  to 
have  seen  a congregation  more  seriously  attentive  to  a dis- 
course t’nan  they  were  an  this  occasion,,  which  was  truly- 
calculated  to  affect  every  lieart  and  excite  in  every  bosom  the 
most  lively  sensations.  In  the  afternoon  an  excellent  dis- 
course was  delivered  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Keith,  of  Charleston, 
S.  C..  from  the  words.  ‘ Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labor  and 
are  heavv  laden,  and  I will  give  you  rest.’ 

“ And,  as  in  the  morning,  a prospective  and  affecting  view 
was  taken  of  the  future  situation  of  the  church  tluis  dedicated 
to  the  Almighty,  and  of  the  thousands  who,  under  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Hoiy^  Spirit,  should  be  born  to  God  within  its 
consecrated  walls,  and  united  to  the  family  of  the  blessed  ; so 
in  the  afternoon  was  affectionately^  and  impressively^  pre- 
sented to  view  the  sure  and  certain  rest,  consolation  and 
peace  which  all  such  should  inevitablv  obtain,  however  weary 
and  heavy  laden  with  the  burden  of  their  sin  they  had  previ- 
ously been.  The  e.xerci.ses  of  the  day^  will  no  doubt  be  long 
and  profitably  remembered  by  many  who  united  in  them  ; 
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cl  we  trust  and  confidently  believe  that  the  doctrines  which 
ill  be  uri^ed  and  enforced  within  the  walls  of  the  newly  dedi- 
ted  building  will  be  made  the  means  of  extending  the 
ideemer’s  kingdom  in  this  place,  which  we  hope  will  in- 
case in  piety  and  holiness  as  it  grows  in  consequence  and 
:reases  in  population.” 

The  church,  at  the  time  of  its  dedication,  was  without  a 
jeple,  and  had  no  pews  in  the  galleries.  In  the  year  i8i8, 
e present  beautiful  spire  was  added,  and  the  galleries  fur- 
)hed  with  convenient  pews. 

In  December,  i8i6,  the  congregation  was  deprived  of  its 
teemed  pastor,  Rev.  John  R.  Thompson,  D.  D.,  whose 
alth  had  gradually  declined,  and  who,  after  ten  years  of 
thful  and  useful  labor  among  this  congregation,  and  while 
sent  for  the  improvement  of  his  health,  was  called  to  enter 
>on  that  “ re.'^t  which  remaineth  to  the  people  of  God.”  His 
smory  was  long  precious  in  the  hearts  of  his  bereaved  and 
'ectionate  people.  During  his  ministry  seventy-four  per- 
ns were  added  to  the  membership  of  the  church. 

After  the  death  of  Dr.  Thompson,  the  pulpit  of  the  church 
IS  supplied  by  several  different  ministers,  but  continued 
thout  a regular  pastor  for  about  four  years. 

The  Church  of  Augusta  reported  54  members,  2 adult  bap- 
ms  and  20  infant  baptisms  in  1810,  and  85  members  and 
infant  baptisms  in  1814. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

We  enter  upon  a general  review  of  this  decade  that  we 
ay  give  the  decisions  of  the  various  judicatories  on  impor- 
nt  matters  of  general  interest. 

In  November,  1817,  the  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina 
ok  up  the  matter  of  raising  funds  for  the  support  of 
digent  young  men  coming  forward  to  the  ministry,  and 
r sending  forth  missionaries  to  settlements  destitute  of 
e Gospel,  and  Doctor  Waddel  and  Rev.  William  H. 
arr  were  appointed  a Committee  to  draw  up  a suitable 
rm  of  subscription  for  these  objects,  and  Mr.  Barr  was 
)pointed  Treasurer  of  Presbytery  for  these  funds.  Hiland 
ulbert  and  James  E.  Sloss,  as  soon  as  licensed,  were  sent 
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as  missionaries  lo  preach  the  gospel  and  congregate  so- 
cieties in  the  frontiers  of  Georgia  and  the  Alabama  Territory. 
Their  first  mission  was  for  two  months,  at  a compensation  of 
forty  dollars  per  month,  and  Doctor  Waddel  was  ap,pointed 
to  obtain  a commission  for  them  from  the  Board  of  Missions 
of  the  General  Assembly  for  three  months  longer.  They 
were  ordained  as  Missionary  Evangelists,  October  3d,  1818. 
But  before  this  they  had  made  their  first  missionary  journey 
and  brought  back  an  encouraging  report,  extracts  from  which 
were  ordered  for  publication  in  the  Weekly  Recorder  at 
Chilicothe,  for  public  information.  They  were  sent  forth  a 
second  time,  and  in  1819  the  report  of  the  ministers  of  the 
Presbytery  of  South  Carolina,  m the  minutes  of  the  General 
Assembly,  locates  James  L.  Sloss  at  Jackson,  Alabama,  and 
Hiland  Hulbert  at  Claiborne,  Alabama.*  Thomas  C.  Stuart 
was  licensed  April  3d,  1819,  and  sent  out  on  a four  months 
mission  in  the  bounds  of  the  Presbytery.  At  the  fall  meeting 
he  was  sent  on  a four  month’s  mission  to  the  Alabama  coun- 
try. These  missions  were  not  slow  in  being  fruitful  in  great 
good.  Daniel  Humphreys,  too,  and  John  S.  Wilson,  licensed 
on  the  9th  of  October,  were  appointed  missionaries  for  three 
months  to  labor  within  the  bounds  of  the  Presbytery. 

Another  item  worthy  of  special  notice  is  the  care  used  in 
reference  to  candidates  for  th.e  ministry.  It  was  “ ordered 
that  every  candidate  under  our  care  state  to  Presbytery  at 
every  stated  session,  his  patron  for  the  ensuing  term  of  study 

* At  the  last  meeting  of  our  Presbytery  we  licensed  Mr.  Stuart  to 
preach  the  Gospel,  and  appointed  him  to  officiate  three  months  witliin 
our  hounds,  and  also  three  months  in  the  Alabama  Territory.  By  let- 
ters we  have  received  lattei'ly,  from  the  Kev.  Messrs.  Sloss  and  Plul- 
hert,  it  appears  that  Mr.  Sloss  is  at  Jackson  and  Mr.  Hulbert  at 
Claiborne,  in  the  Territor}p  The}'  have  organized  Presbyterian  congre- 
gations at  both  these  places,  and  administered  the  sacrament  of  the 
supper.  We  expect  it  will  he  in  our  })Ower  to  send  one  or  two  additional 
missionaries  to  the  Alabama  in  the  ensuing  autumn.  At  the  last  meeting 
of  the  Synod  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  an  overture  was  suhnutted 
which  is  to  be  considered  at  their  next  session,  to  devise  some  means 
by  which  the  Indian  tribes  on  our  Southwestern  frontier  may  he  taught 
to  read  the  word  of  God  and  have  the  Gospel  preached  unto  them. 
The  Aboti'iines  of  America  certainly  have  as  iair  claim  upon  our  be- 
nevolen(;e  as  any  people  under  heaven.  They  aj)pearto  be  cast,  by  the 
Providence  of  God,  upon  our  care,  for  who  will  extend  their  regai-ds  to 
these  poor  benighted  tribes  if  we  do  not.”  (Letter  of  a member  of  the 
Presbytery  of  South  Carolina  to  one  of  the  editors  of  the  Evangelical 
Intelligencer,  of  Charleston,  dated  Abbeville,  8th  of  June,  181T  Probably 
from  Dr.  Barr. 
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J at  the  next  stated  session  the  patron  be  called  on  to  state 
Presb\’tery  what  has  been  the  candidate’s  attention  to  the 
ties  prescribed.”  (Minutes,  Vol.  i,  p.  197.)  “Ordered, 
it  those  members  of  Presbytery  who  may  have  candidates 
the  ministry  under  their  care,  attend  particular!)^  to  these 
tractions  ; should  they  have  more  than  one  under  their 
e at  the  same  time,  it  is  required  that  at  stated  seasons 
y exact  written  discourses  from  their  pupils  on  particular 
Ints  in  divinity,  and  that  on  those  points  the  patrons  deliver 
tures.  Should  they  have  but  one.  then  frequently  to  re- 
ire  written  discourses  from  that  one  and  on  those  dis- 
Lirses  make  remarks.  They  shall  direct  the  reading  of  the 
dents  under  their  care  in  theoh>gy  and  frequently  examine 
;m  on  the  parts  read.”  P.  199.  These  directions  were 
■ried  out.  The  patrons  were  inquired  of  as  to  the  student 
der  their  care.  “Those  members  who  patronized  ourcan- 
lates  in  the  course  of  the  last  summer  were  requested  to 
)ort  to  Presbytery  the  manner  in  which  they  discharged 
;ir  duty  towards  their  pupils  and  the  way  in  which  the 
idents  attended  to  their  studies.  The  report  was  made  and 
things  approved.”  Vol.  ii,  p.  33.  One  who  was  a bene- 
iary  was  discontinued  on  account  of  defect  of  character, 
lother,  John  Bull,  was  received  under  the  care  of  Presby- 
■y,  but  through  bodily  indisposition  failed  of  going  through 
i trials  requisite  for  licensure.  The  Rev.  Dr.  VVaddel 
re  an  honorable  testimony  to  his  ability  and  progress  in 
idy  in  his  early  youth.  And  since  he  was  debarred  from 
i ministry  he  had  desired,  by  the  hand  of  Him  who  rules 
; world,  he  strove  still’  to  be  useful  to  the  church  and  king- 
m of  Christ.  In  view  of  his  departure,  he  bestowed  by  will 
d testament  a large  portion  of  his  property  to  the  Theolo- 
:al  Seminary  at  Columbia,  and  to  other  benevolent  enter- 
ises  of  the  church,  a portion  only  of  which  through  the 
lamities  and  distresses  of  our  recent  war,  was  realized.  The 
rors  of  VVm.  C.  Davis  continued  to  give  the  Presbytery  the 
eatest  solicitude.  They  pa^ssed  an  order  October  3rd,  1810, 
[jLiiring  their  churches  to  deal  with  all  persons  under  their 
dsdiction  who  should  advocate  these  errors,  “ according  to 
e discipline  of  our  church  in  such  case  made  and  provided.” 
ley  also  resolved  that  “ having  used  every  effort  in  their 
wer  to  suppress  those  errors  of  which  Mr.  Davis  has  been 
nvicted  and  to  bring  him  to  retract  them,  or  to  have  in- 
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flicted  on  liim  the  censure  which  his  conduct  seems  to  tliem 
to  merit,  but  having  been  foiled  in  all  their  attempts  of  this 
kind,  and  entertaining  no  hope  of  better  success  in  future 
but  still  deeming  it  their  duty  to  bear  testimony  against 
error,  they  have,  therefore,  unanimously  resolved  that  they 
cannot  conscientiously  join  in  the  approaching  Synodical 
con)munion  or  take  any  part  in  the  exercises  relating 
thereto.” 

The  action  of  the  Synod,  however,  was  so  decisive  that  the 
members  of  this  Presbytery  had  no  occasion  to  carry  their 
resolution  as  to  non-commission  into  practice,  for  the  Synod 
of  the  Carolinas  at  their  meeting  at  Fairforest  October  4th, 
1810,  dissolved  the  First  Presbytery  and  remitted  Mr.  Davis, 
with  others,  to  the  Presbyc^ry  of  Concord,  where  the  required 
acts  of  discipline  were  carried  out,  notvvithstanding  the  decla- 
ration of  independence  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Davis,  as  we  have 
rehearsed  in  the  preceding  pages. 


The  Presbytery  of  Hopewell  was  shorn  of  a jiortion  (.if  the  terri- 
tory over  which  it  had  held  nominal  jurisdiction  when  the  Presbytery 
of  Harmony  was  created,  and  its  line  was  extended  from  Augusta,  in- 
cluding that  city,  to  the  St.  Mary’s  in  Georgia  Its  roll  of  clerical  mem- 
bers consisted  in  1810  of 

Rev.  William  Montgomery,  Pastor  of  Newhope. 

Rev.  Francis  Cummings,  Pastor  of  Siloam  and  Bethany. 

Rev.  Thomas  Newton 

Rev.  Edward  Parr,  Pastor  of  Curry’s  Creek. 

Rev.  John  Hodge. 

Rev.  John  R.  '1  hompson  had  been  set  off  to  the  Presbytery  of  Har- 
mony, and  Hopewell  consisted  of  the  same  number  that  it  had  origi- 
nally when  it  was  created  in  1797.  At  its  meeting,  April  5th,  Carmel 
Church,  lately  organized  by  Thomas  Newton,  was  received  under  its 
(’are.  At  its  meeting  at  Bethsaida,  Sept,  loth,  1810,  the  Church  of  Per- 
gamos  in  IMorgan  County,  was  received  under  the  care  of  Presbytery. 
At  Siloam,  Sept.  13.  1811,  Rev.  John  Brown,  D.  D.,  then  President  of 
Athens  College  and  Ezra  Fisk,  then  mi.ssionary  of  Harmony  Presbytery 
were  present  as  correspf.nding  members  July  31,  1812.  Archibald 
Bowie  was  received  as  a licentiate  I'rom  Orange  Presbytery.  April  1, 
1813,  Rev.  Dr.  Brown  was  received  as  a mend^er  by  dismission  from 
Harmony.  On  the  3d  the  Rev.  Nathan  S.  S Beman  lately  a pastor  in 
Portland,  Maine,  was  received  from  the  Cumberland  Congi-egational 
Association  Sept.  14,  Rev.  Francis  Cummins  was  dismissed  at  his  own 
request  from  the  pastoral  charge  of  the  Bethany  congregation.  April  1 
1815,  the  Rev  Henry  Reid  was  received  by  dismission  from  the  Pres- 
bytery of  South  (.’arolina,  and  at  the  .'^ame  session  Plli  Smith,  a graduate 
of  Dartmouth  College,  was  received  as  a candidate  and  li(ensed  to 
preach  the  Gospel.  On  the  Gth  of  May,  1816,  Benjamin  Gildersleeve, 
a graduate  of  Middlebury  College,  Vermont,  then  engaged  in  teaching- 
in  connection  with  Rev.  N.  S.  S.  Beman  was  received  under  the  care  of 
Pre.sbytery  and  was  licensed  at  the  meeting  at  Thyatira,  on  the  9th  of 
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ember,  ISIT).  At  Wasliiu'^tun,  ^\■i  l^■es  County,  ou  the  4tli  o!'  A]iril, 

, Ira  Iimniliam,  n graduate  of  .Middlebury  anil  rector  of  an  Acadeni  v 
uwelton  was  received  as  ;i  candidate  for  the  ministry,  and  at  this 
tin,!;  Archibald  Bowie,  or  Buie,  a liiamtiate,  was  disudssed  to  the 
sbytery  of  Fayettevi  le.  At  Washiuyton,  Xovember  nth,  David  Bout 
aduate  of  iMiddleb  iry  was  received  as  a candidatt;.  i\Ir.  Buie,  who 
been  remitted  from  the  Presbytery  of  Fayetteville  to  that  of  llope- 
' was  susi)ended  from  the  ministry,  and  Mr.  Orson  Dou.elas,  a ^n-ad- 
of  iMiddlebury  C^>1  lege,  was  received  as  a candidate.  At  theii 
ting  in  Pi.s,<iah,  Madison  County,  A[)ril,  1807,  measures  were  adopted 
nirollingthe  members  of  the  several  churches  and  ohtaining  from 
n regular  contributions  for  evangelistic  labors,  and  making  the  duty 
le  Moderator  of  Presbytery  for  the  time  heing  to  see  that  the  sacra- 
it  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  should  be  administered  in  every  congrega- 
at  least  once  in  the  year.  At  the  meeting  in  September,  1817, 
izo  Church,  a graduate  of  Middlebury  College  was  received  as  a can- 
ite.  At  the  same  meeting  a ju’oject  was  set  on  foot  for  the  establish- 
it  of  a Theological  School,  and  Drs.  Cummins,  Brown  and  Finley 
e appointed  to  draft  a plan  for  the  same  and  report  it  at  the  next 
ting  of  Presbytery.  The  Rev  Robert  Finley,  D.  D.,  who  succeeded 
Brown  as  President  of  the  college  at  Atht*ns,  united  with  the  Pres- 
?ry  at  this  meeting  on  a dismission  from  tlie  Presbytery  of  New 
nswick.  New  Jersey.  The  father  of  Dr.  Finley  eungrated  from 
dand  under  the  advice  of  Dr.  VVitherspoon,  his  personal  friend,  and 
led  in  Ne^y  Jersey.  liis  son  Robert  began  the  the  study  of  Latin 
ight  and  joined  the  Freshman  class  in  Princeton  ('ollege  when  he 
eleven  years  of  age.  He  was  graduated  in  1787.  He  was  a teach- 
ar  some  years  first  of  the  grammar  school  at  Princeton,  then  at 
mtown,  then  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  in  17t)l  and  17i)2.  From 
> — 17bo,  he  was  a tutor  at  Princeton  College.  He  was  settled  as 
lister  at  Basking  Ridge,  New  Jersey,  in  171)5  where  he  was  the  inti- 
e friend  of  Dr.  Kollock.  He  was  the  founder  of  the  American  Col- 
sation  Society  in  December,  181(i.  He  was  elected  to  the  Presidency 
he  University  early  in  1817,  embarked  with  his  family  from-  New 
•k  for  Savannah  early  in  May,  presided  at  the  commencement  in 
ens  in  July,  founded  tlie  Presbt'terian  Church  in  that  place,  and 
now  received  into  this  Presbytery  as  a member.  But  his  work  on 
:h  was  done  He  returned  from  Presbytery  to  Athens,  sickened  and 
;l  on  the  3rd  of  October,  1817.  His  four  sons  graduated  at  the  C’ollege 
[New  aersey  and  all  iiecame  ministers  except  the  youngest,  who  was 
udent  of  Theology  at  the  time  of  his  death.  Another  committee  was 
lointed  consisting  <>f  Drs.  Cummins,  Brown  and  Beman.  This  corn- 
tee  rei>orted  at  lengtli  at  the  meeting  held  at  Siioam  church  in  Sep- 
iber,  1811).  Their  report  was  in  j)art  considered  but  not  adopted. 
Lint  Zion  and  Athens  were  put  in  nomination  as  to  the  site  of  the 
!posed  Seminary,  and  Athens  was  chosen.  Here  the  project  was 
light  to  its  termination  ‘‘To  Hopewell  belongs  the  honor  of  taking 
initiative,”  says  Ur.  John  S.  AVdlson,  in  his  work,  “The  Dead  of  the 
lod  of  Heorgia  ‘‘in  estalilishing  a Theological  Seminary  in  the 
th.”  Union  went  into  operation  in  1822.  Columbia  made  its  first 
inning  at  Lexington,  Georgia,  in  18‘28.  5Ir  David  Root  was  licensed 
i probationer  for  the  holy  nunistry  at  Athens  on  the  7th  of  February 
8.  Notice  of  the  death  of  Rev.  John  Hodge,  was  givLui  at  the  ineet- 
of  Presbytery  at  5Iount  Zion  on  the  5th  oi'  April,  181U.  At  the  same 
eting  the  licentiate  FJi  Smith,  was  dismissed  to  the  Bresbytei-y  <»f 
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l.ouisville,  iuul  Rev.  Stephen  Sauiulens  of  the  I’reshytery  of  New  Castle 
employed  as  the  evangelist  of  Preshytery,  ^oive  in  his  report.  Thus 
were  the  infant  ehurehes  in  our  sister  State  of  Georgia  kept  alive  pre- 
I)aratory  t(^  a wider  extension  in  future  years. 

It  is  proper  that  vve  now  turn  from  the  individual  churches 
and  the  Presbyteries  to  the  Superior  judicatories  whose  super- 
vision extends  over  them. 

During  the  three  first  years  of  this  decade  the  Synod  of 
the  Carolinas  had  supervision  over  the  Presbyteries  of  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia.  The  first  act  of  tlie  Synod  touching 
the  proceedings  of  Presbyteries  having  jurisdiction  over  our 
churches  was  to  give  its  advice  in  the  case  of  William  C. 
Davis  to  the  Presbytery  of  Concord  which  had  acted  in  his 
case,  that  “the  way  is  entirely  open  to  proceed  to  the  last 
step  of  discipline.”  The  Presbytery  subsequently  reported 
that  they  had  su.spended  him  on  the  3rd  day  of  April, 
18 1 1,  from  the  exercise  of  his  functions  as  a minister  of  the 
Gospel,  and  on  the  4th  day  of  October,  deposed  him  from 
the  office  of  the  ministry.  In  their  review  of  the  minutes  of 
the  Presbytery  of  Harmony  they  take  exception  to  the  action 
of  that  body  in  ordaining  the  Rev.  Ezra  Fisk  sine  titulo.  Mr. 
Fisk  was  to  be  employed  as  an  evangelist  in  destitute  settle- 
ments, and  the  Presbytery  declared  that  “it  is  altogether 
inexpedient  to  consult  the  Synod  in  this  case  as  has  been  usual 
in  similar  cases,  and  that  the  tight  or  poiver  in  all  cases  is 
originally  inherent  in  the  Presbvtery,  and  has  never  been 
formally  surrendered  to  the  higher  judicatories  of  our  church. ’’ 
The  Synod  disclaimed  this  principle  “as  having  never  been 
granted  by  our  discipline.”  The  Presbytery  of  Harmony 
having  proceeded  in  another  instance  to  ordination  sine  titulo^ 
i.  e.,  without  a call  from  any  or  reference  to  any  particular 
church,  the  S\  nod  appointed  Rev.  James  Walker,  John  M. 
Wilson  and  Joseph  Caldwell  to  bring  in  a report  on  the  same. 

In  this  report  the  committee  showed  that  these  ordinations 
were  contrary  to  the  usage  of  the  church  of  Scotland  “without 
permission  expressly  granted  by  a superior  judicatory,”  that 
the  Presbytery  of  Orange  had  declined  to  ordain  without  the 
permission  of  Synod,  that  in  1810  the  Committee  of  Bills  and 
Overtures  in  ihe  General  Assembly  had  expressed  themselves 
to  the  same  effect,  that  in  1795  they  had  granted  liberty  to 
the  Synods  of  Virginia  and  the  Carolinas  “to  direct  their 
Presbyteries  to  ordain  sucli  candidates  as  they  may  judge 
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now  reaffirmed  by  this  body  (Min.,  p.  172),  and  again  for- 
warded to  the  Assemblv.  Previous  to  this,  however,  the 
Assembly  had  addressed  a letter  to  the  Synod  of  the  Caro- 
linas  and  to  the  Presbytery  of  Harmony,  partly  pacificatory 
and  partly  apologetic,  owning  that  there  is  “a  considerable 
diversity  of  opinion  among  the  judicatories  and  ministers 
of  our  communion  as  to  ordinations  si/ie  iitulo,  but  sending 
down  the  rule  anew  for  reception  or  rejection  by  the  Presby- 
teries. The  result  of  the  whole  was,  that  from  the  thirty  Pres- 
byteries which  took  action  on  the  subject,  twenty-six  decided 
against  the  rule,  and  four  in  the  affirmative,  among  which 
wa.«  the  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina.  The  great  argument 
against  ordinations  sine  titiilo  is,  that  a call  from  some  par- 
ticular congregation  or  congregations  for  the  pastoral  services 
of  a probationer  is  proof  of  his  ability  to  teach,  and  so  a link 
in  the  evidence  that  he  is  called  of  God  to  the  ministry  of  the 
Word.  Presbyteries  should  be  careful  how,  by  ordinations 
sine  iitulo,  they  dispense  with  this  proof,  and  though  the 
necessities  of  evangelistic  and  missionary  services  require 
such  ordinations,  Presbytery  should  be  careful  lest  they  create 
a class  of  “ perpetual  candidates,”  whom  no  church  will  have 
as  pastor.” 

On  October  the  8th,  1811,  the  Svnod  of  the  Carolinas  re- 
signed  the  missionary  business,  to  which  they  had  hitherto 
attended,  into  the  hands  of  the  General  Assembly.  Yet,  in 
October.  1812,  their  commission  reported  that  they  had  em- 
ployed Rev.  James  Hall  D.  D.,  as  a missionary  in  Georgia. 
His  report,  which  was  read  before  the  Synod,  showed  that 
during  four  months  and  sixteen  days  he  had  traveled  1485 
miles,  and  preached  58  sermons. 

By  request  of  the  Synod  of  the  Carolinas,  that  body  was 
divided  by  the  General  Assembly,  and  the  Presbyteries  of 
Orange,  Concord  and  Fayetteville  constituted  as  the  Synod 
of  North  Carolina,  which  held  its  first  meeting  at  Allemance 
Church,  on  the  first  Thursday  of  October,  1813,  and  the 
Presbyteries  of  South  Carolina,  Hopewell  and  Harmony,  as 
the  Synod  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  which  met  at 
Upper  Long  Cane  on  the  first  Thursday,  being  the  4th  day 
of  November,  1813,  and  was  opened,  in  the  absence  of  Dr. 
Kollock,  who  had  been  named  by  the  Synod  of  the  Carolinas, 
and  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly,  by  Rev.  Francis 
Cummins,  by  a sermon  from  Romans  ii.  15.  One  of  the  first 
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;s  of  tin’s  Synod  was  to  petition  the  President  of  the  United 
dtes  to  appoint  a day  of  general  thanksgiving  to  God  for 
favor  to  us  as  a nation,  in  crowning  our  arms  with  success 
land  and  water,  on  the  Lakes,  and  to  tiie  confusiim  of  our 
^s.  Dr.  Waddel  and  Messrs.  Hodge  and  Baird  were  the 
mmittee  on  this  address. 

The  overture  : “ Is  a woman,  a communicant  previous  to 
irriage,  to  be  continued  in  communion  after  marrying  her 
ceased  sister’s  husband  ? ” was  answered  unanimously  in 
e negative. 

An  elaborate  report  touching  such  cases,  prepared  by  Dr, 
hn  Brown  and  Thomas  J.  Baird,  committee,  was  submitted 
the  Synod  on  the  i6th  of  November,  i8i6,  adopted  by 
is  body,  published,  and  distributed  among  the  churches. 

A reference  of  a similar  character  from  Bethel  Church, 
mth  Carolina,  had  been  made  in  i8io  to  the  General 
ssembly,  who  referred  for  answer  to  their  decision  of  1804, 
lich  implies  that  such  parties,  if  otherwise  worthy,  should 
)t  be  debarred  from  the  privileges  of  the  church,  but  leaves 
to  subordinate  judicatories  to  act  according  to  their  best 
;ht.  [Minutes,  pp.  456,  306.]  The  princiole  which  seems 
have  governed  the  Assembly  in  this  and  subsequent  de- 
sions,  is,  that  the  act  of  forming  such  relations  is  criminal, 
when  constituted,  the  marriage  is  valid,  and  the  parties 
e not  necessarily  to  be  permanently  debarred  from  the 
ivileges  of  the  church. 

Another  case  was  thus  decided.  A man  had  married  a 
Oman  not  knowing  that  she  had  been  guilty  of  unchastity, 
le  had  proved  an  adulteress  after  marriage,  and  he  had  left 
^r,  and  after  a lapse  of  years  had  contracted  marriage  with 
lother  woman.  He  had  always  been  a man  of  a correct  life, 
IS  shown  evidences  of  piety,  and  established  worship  in  his 
.vn  house.  He  desires  now  to  be  united  to  a church.  Can 
s be  regularly  admitted?  It  was  resolved”  by  Synod, 
That  whereas  the  crime  of  adultery  by  the  decision  of  Jesus 
hrist  dissolves  the  marriage  contract  and  gives  the  innocent 
irty  a right  to  a bill  of  divorcement,  in  all  cases  where  civil 
Mress  cannot  be  obtained,  as  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina, 
subsequent  marriage  of  the  said  innocent  party  shall  not  be 
bar  to  communion  in  our  church.  The  Synod,  however, 
ansider  the  case  contemplated,  solemn  and  critical  ; and 
'ould  insist  on  admitting,  with  great  caution,  such  a person 
D the  privileges  of  the  church.”  [Minutes,  p.  17.] 
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The  overture  “ what  shall  be  done  in  a case  where  a man 
places  himself  under  the  care  of  a Presbytery,  professes  our 
doctrine  and  consents  to  our  discipline,  receives  ordination 
and  thus  becomes  a member.  Afterwards  he  renounces  our 
government,  rejects  our  doctrines,  preaches  heresy  and  de- 
mands regular  dismission  or  enters  a declinature,”  was  an- 
swered  by  the  following  resolution  : ' 

“ Resolved,  That  the  Presbytery  proceed  with  such  persons 
cts  directed  and  authorized  by  the  Book  of  Discipline  of  our 
Church.” 

A proposition  was  made  to  divide  the  Synod  so  tliat  there 
should  be  two,  one  in  the  up  country  and  one  in  the  low 
country.  (Min.  p.  49.) 

This  was  referred  to  the  Presbyteries  to  decide.  A com- 
munication was  received  November,  1819,  from  the  Synod  of 
North  Carolina,  enquiring  if  the  Synod  of  South  Carolina 
and  Georgia  would  not  unite  with  them  in  endowing  a Pro- 
fessorship in  the  Seminary  at  Princeton.  To  this  they  re- 
turned answer  by  resolutions. 

Resolved,  That  is  consequence  of  the  heavy  pecuniary  calls 
which  are  expected  to  be  made  on  this  Synod  and  the 
churches  under  their  care  in  aid  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the 
Theol  ogical  Seminary,  and  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  a Missionary 
Society  for  the  'supplying  the  destitute  parts  within  our 
bounds  with  the  means  of  grace,  and  of  extending  the  means 
of  religious  instruction  to  the  Indians  on  our  frontiers,  which 
this  Synod  contemplate  establishing  in  the  course  of  the 
present  year,  the  further  consideration  be  postponed  till  our 
next  session.” 

The  churches  within  the  bounds  of  the  Synod  did,  however, 
contribute  handsomely,  especially  within  the  Presbytery  of 
Harmony,  considerable  sums  for  the  Seminary,  and  at  the 
next  session  entered  into  an  agreement  to  raise  ^15,000 
towards  the  endowment  within  the  next  five  years.  The  Mis- 
sionary Society  of  the  Synod  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia 
was  duly  organized,  whose  object  was  declared  to  be  ‘‘to  send 
the  Gospel  to  the  destitute  parts  within  the  bounds  of  the 
Synod,  and  to  promote  the  civilization  and  religious  instruc- 
tion of  the  Aborigines  on  our  borders.”  Of  this  Society  Rev. 
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m.  H.  Barr  was  President,  Rev.*  Richard  B.  Cater.  Rt.v. 
mj.  R.  Montgomery,  D.  D.,  and  Rev.  Thomas  Alexander, 
ce-Presidents,  Rev  T.  C.  Henry,  Corresponding  Secretary, 
w.  Hugh  Dickson,  Recording  Secretary,  Rev.  Zebulon 
udolph.  Treasurer. 

Directors  for  the  Frontier. — Rev.  John  Brown,  D.  D.,  Rev. 
s.  Hill  house  and  Mr.  John  Harris. 

Directors  for  the  Interior. — Rev.  John  R.  Kennedy.  Rev. 
nthony  W.  Ross  and  Mr.  Thomas  Means, 

Managers. — Rev.  Andrew  Flinn,  D.  D..  Rev.  Nathan  S.  S. 
unan.  Rev.  George  Reid,  Rev.  John  Cousar,  Rev.  Joseph 
[illhouse,  Rev.  Thomas  Archibald,  Col.  Thomas  Taylor,  M. 
Kwald,  Esq.,  Andrew  Norris.  Esq.,  Mr.  James  K.  Douglass, 
ir.  Wm.  Pressley,  and  Mr.  Hugh  Means. 

The  address  of  the  Society  dated  at  Columbia,  November 
1819,  was  published  with  the  Constitution  of  the  same,  in 
le  p]vangelical  Intelligencer  of  Charleston. 

The  action  of  the  General  Assembly  in  the  affairs  of  this 
lynod  refers  to  only  a few  items.  One  is  as  to  the  case  of 
Lev.  W.  C.  Davis.  Another,  Act  of  the  General  Assembly. 
Hers  to  a letter  from  the  [old  Scotch]  Presbytery  of  Charles- 
>n,  of  both  which  we  have  written,  and  if  further  satisfaction 
needed,  the  case  of  W.  C.  Davis  may  be  found  in  Baird’s 
)igest  of  the  Acts  of  the  General  Assembly,  pp.  634,  637, 
Ind  in  reference  to  the  Scotch  Presbytery,  or  otherwise  the 
‘resbytery  of  Charleston,  in  the  minutes  published  in  1847, 
188,  and  onward,  and  Baird’s  Digest,  pp.  548,  549. 

A question  was  submitted  to  the  General  Assembly  in 
I814,  by  advice  of  the  Presbytery  of  Harmony,  in  these  words: 
A person  who  had  been  baptized  in  infancy  by  Dr.  Priestly, 
[pplied  for  admission  to  the  Lord’s  table.  Should  the  baptism 
dministered  by  Dr.  Priestly,  then  a Unitarian,  ’ be  considered 
ralid  ?”  The  question  was  determined  in  th.e  negative.  “ In 
he  present  state  of  our  country,  whilst  Unitarian  errors,  in 
rarious  forms,  are  making  their  insidious  approaches,  whilst 
he  advocates  of  this  heresy,  in  many  cases,  are  practising  a 
pystem  of  concealment  and  insinuating  themselves  into  the 
confidence  of  multitudes  who  have  no  suspicion  of  their  defec- 
tion from  the  faith,  the  Assembly  feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to 
>peak  without  reserve.  It  is  the  deliberate  and  unanimous 
ppinion  of  this  Assembly  that  those  who  renounce  the  funda- 
mental doctrine  of  the  Trinity  and  deny  that  Jesus  Christ  is 
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the  .‘?ame  in  .substance,  bqual  in  power  and  glory  with  the 
Father,  cannot  be  recognized  as  ministers  of  the  gospel,  and 
that  their  iDinistrations  are  wholly  invalid.”  Minutes,  pp. 

546,  549- 

While  the  Assemblv^  continued  to  appoint  its  missionaries 
by  its  own  direct  vote. 

The  Rev.  Colin  ]\lclvcr  was  appointed  a mi.ssionary  for  three  months, 
between  Baltimore  and  Cliarleston,  S.  C.,  on  missionary  ground,  in 
1812,  and  John  McLean  was  appointed  missionary  for  four  montlis  in 
Western  Georgia  and  the  Mississippi  Territory  ; in  1813,  Mr.  AVilliam 
McDowell  for  si.x  months,  between  Wasliington  and  St.  Mary’s  ; in  181-1, 
Mr.  Francis  H.  Porter,  in  the  Presbytery  of  Concord,  for  two  months  ; 
in  1815,  Rev.  Daniel  Gray,  for  three  months,  commencing  his  mission 
in  Union  District,  them  e passing  through  the  (Jherokees  to  Duck  River, 
thence  to  Elk,  thence  through  the  western  part  of  Kentucky  to  Indian 
Territory  ; in  1816,  Mr  John  Covert,  six  months  in  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia,  to  be  prescribed  by  Rev.  Dr  Flinn  of  the  Presbytery  of  Har- 
mony ; Mr.  Francis  H.  Porter,  for  two  months  within  the  bounds  of  the 
Presbytery  of  Cone  rd.  Though  Mr.  Porter  was  of  the  Presbytery  oi’ 
Concord,  his  missionary  labors  may  have  been  i)erformed  in  those  con- 
gregations in  South  Carolina  which  were  for  a season  connected  with 
that  Presbytery. 

The  Pre.sbytery  of  South  Carolina  was  diligent  in  mission- 

arv  efforts. 

✓ 

It.?  Committee  of  Missions  sent  out  the  Rev.  Andrew  Brown  into  the 
Alabama  territory  on  a mission  of  three  months,  and  he  reported  his 
fulfillment  of  his  commission  at  the  fall  meeting,  in  October,  1819.  His 
report  was  accompanied  with  an  address  from  a number  of  inhabitants 
west  of  the  Black  Warrior  River,  thanking  Presbytery  for  their  atten- 
tion in  sending  Mr.  Brown  among  them,  and  requesting  a continuance 
of  missionary  labors.  Thomas  C.  Stewart,  who  had  itinerated  within 
the  bounds  of  his  Presbytery  for  four  months,  was  appointed  at  that 
meeting  to  itinerate  as  a missionary  in  the  Alabama  country,  and  was 
furnished  with  one  month’s  pay  in  advance  by  the  treasurer  of  Presby- 
tery. An  interesting  account  of  his  tour  maybe  found  in  the  second 
volume  of  the  Christian  Intelligence!-,  published  in  Charleston,  p.  54 . 
Pie  set  out  from  Rev.  John  Harrison’s,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  on  the 
1st  of  November,  1819,  through  a wilderness  of  about  180  miles  before 
reaching  the  territory.  I"irst  preached  in  the  upper  part  of  Jones’ 
Valley,  proceeded  through  Roop’s  Valley  to  the  town  of  Tuscaloosa,  a 
flourishing  place  of  about  1,300  inhabitants.  A band  were  meeting  at 
each  other’s  houses  for  religious  services  on  the  Sabbath,  had  a house 
of  worship  nearly  completed,  and  were  desirous  of  obtaining  the 
service  of  a Presbyterian  clergyman  for  a })art  of  his  time.  He  next 
visited  McKeon’s  Bluff,  and  preached  on  Sabbath,  November  4th,  in  a 
Methodist  Church,  to  a large  audience.  Thence  to  St.  Stephen’s,  Jack- 
son  Claiborne,  Blakely  and  Mobile.  At  Blakely  he  found  a vei-y  good 
chui-v-h  edifice  occupied  by  Presbyterians,  where  some  one  readsa  sermon, 
and  performs  the  rest  of  the  service  in  the  Episcopalian  mode.  He 
speaks  of  Mobile  as  having  a population  of  about  2,500,  having  no 
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)testjint  cliurt  h at  that  tiiiu“,  but  as  (lcsi*iniii^  to  build  oik;.  On  the 
be  preacbed  at  Oabawba,  bavin, e:  about  2r>0  in bal)itants,  and  dtisirin^' 

i’resbyterian  j)reacber  Then  to  Pleasant  \bdley,  tbirkly  settled 
b Presbyterians,  where  Rev.  i\Ir.  Porter,  eijzbteen  inontbs  beibre,  bad 
ached  to  the  Valley  Creek  Cburcb,  as  they  bad  nanu'd  it,  and  ad- 
ted  between  thirty  and  forty  to  the  J.,ord’s  table.  Ilis  con^n-ejiations 
t:re  were  crowded  and  attentive.  Thence  to  the  Mulberry  Settlement, 
Pnce  to  the  Cabawbii  Valley,  thence  to  Canon  Creek,  where  be  met 
; h Rev.  i\Ir.  Newton,  who  was  quite  intirm  and  able  to  do  little  in 
P way  of  ministerial  duty. 

iev.  Jolm  S.  Wilson  and  3Ir.  Humphreys  were  missionaries  of  tlie 
*5sbytery  during  the  same  period.  (IMinutes  of  Presbytery,  p.  69). 

South  Carolina  enoaoed  early  in  the  circulation  of  the 
rriptures.  The  first  Ihble  Society  in  the  United  States  was 
istituted  in  Philadelphia  in  iSo8;  the  second,  the  Connecti- 
it  Bible  Society,  in  1809,  and  the  Massachusetts  and  the 
Uw  Jersey  Bible  Societies  in  the  same  year.  In  1810  the 
York  Bible  Society,  and  those  of  Beaufort  and  Charles- 
|n,  in  South  Carolina,  and  of  Savannah,  in  Georgia,  were 
dganized.  The  Columbia  Bible  Society  followed  in  1816, 
je  same  year  in  which  the  American  Bible  Society  was 
Irmed  in  New  York,  to  which  the  Columbia  Bible  Society 
l;came  auxiliary  in  May,  1825.  The  first  effort  to  benefit 
Jamen  in  the  Port  of  Charleston  was  made  on  the  14th  of 
ipril,  1818,  when  a meeting  was  called  through  the  columns 
( the  Charleston  Courier,  which  resulted  in  the  formation  of 
I Marine  Bible  Society  (of  which  Mr.  John  Haslett  was  Presi- 
<mt,  and  Rev.  George  Reid,  Secretary),  for  the  circulation  of 
lie  Scriptures,  without  note  or  comment,  among  seamen, 
diarleston  Courier,  14th  April,  1818  ; Hist.  Sketch  by  Rev. 
m B.  Yates,  Charleston,  1851,  p.  8.)  These  things  we 
ive  mentioned  on  preceding  pages. 

There  was  no  small  amount  of  liberality  shown  within  the 
□ Linds  of  the  Synod  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  towards 
le  beneficiary  education  of  men  for  the  ministry.  The 
Linerican  PMucation  Society  acknowledges  the  receipt  from 
le  bounds  of  this  Synod,  to  1821,  the  sum  of  $18,842,  within 
period  of  about  10  years,  for  this  object,  some  small  por- 
on  only  from  other  denominations,  but  the  most  of  this 
mount  from  Congregational  and  Presbyterian  congregations. 
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^318  IJS'DEPExNDKNT  CHURCH,  ARC’HDAUE  STREET.  [1820-1S80. 


The  following  table  exhibits  the  statistics,  as  nearl\’ as  they 
can  be  ascertained,  of  the  denominations  in  South  Carolina  in 
1819  (Rel.  Intelligencer,  i,  190)  ; 


Dexomination. 

ORDAINED 

MINISTERS. 

CIIl'ROIIES. 

COMMUNICANTS. 

German  Lutheran 

0 

18 

600 

Coiwreyational 

7 

9 

1,500 

Episconal 

22 

18 

1,200 

Presbyterian 

49 

68 

10,500 

Methodist 

100 

300 

15,000 

Baptist 

109 

170 

14,000 

The  Associate  Reformed  and  Roman  Catholics  are  not  in- 
cluded in  the  above  estimate,  the  number  of  whose  ministers 
and  churches  we  have  no  means  of  ascertaining.  A con- 
siderable portion  of  most  of  these  denominations  are  colored 
persons. 


BOOK  THIRD. 

(1820—1830.) 

CHAPTER  I. 

The  Independent  Church  in  Charleston  was  served 
during  this  decade  by  its  pastor,  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Morgan 
Palmer,  and  after  the  unhappy  division  which  resulted  in  the 
independent  organization  of  the  Archdale  Street  Church,  it 
prospered  greatly  under  his  ministry.  It  did  not  attempt 
any  more  to  establi.'^h  a collegiate  pastorship.  The  labors, 
therefore,  of  the  one  pastor  were  greatly  increased.  Under 
the  former  arrangement,  the  sermon  that  was  preached  in  tlie 
Circular  Church  in  Meeting  Street  in  the  morning,  was 
preached  to  the  other  portion  of  the  congregation  at  the 
Church  in  Archdale  Street  in  the  evening.  Time  was  thus 
saved  for  study  or  pastoral  visitation  to  each  of  the  ministers 
thus  associated.  But  there  were  left  behind  active  and  work- 
ing members,  among  whom  were  a number  of  devoted  female 
co-workers  whose  names  will  not  soon  be  forgotten. 

The  Congregational  Church  in  Arch  dale  Street. — 
Henceforth  this  is  to  be  reckoned  a Unitarian  organization, 
and  will  not  belong  to  this  history. 
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WAPPETAAV. 


P.19 


he  part  which  Mr.  Parks  had  taken  in  the  ordination  of 
Gilman,  drew  fortliTrom  parties  on  both  .sides  a number 
aamphlets  and  communications.  Mr.  Parks,  writing  also 
lis  own  defence,  yet  admits  that  he  had  acted  under  wrong 
ru  essions,  and  without  due  consideration  and  with  imperfect 
)wledge.  Brought  up  in  early  life  in  comparative  retire- 
at,  he  knew  little  or  nothing  of  the  Unitarianism  which 
al  been  emerging  in  Massachusetts,  and  with  a degree  of 
-reliance  which  he  afterwards  regretted,  paid  little  heed 
some  time  to  the  remonstrances  df  others.  He  afterwards 
ke  with  regret  of  the  course  he  had  pursued,  and  admitted 
he  ought  not  to  have  laid  “these  (his)  hands  upon  one 
lose  achnowledged  sentiments  give  too  much  reason  to 
:;r  that  he  will  become  a Socinian.”  [Letter  of  November 
4 1820.]  He  also,  April  1821,  in  his  last  communication  to 
I Association,  says  : “I  regret  the  style  and  manner  in 

^ich  I preached  at  the  opening  of  the  Association  last  \/ear. 
m sensible  that  I was  too  much  under  the  influence  of 
(jer  when  I composed  and  delivered  that  sermon.  I hope 
believe  that  I will  never  preach  another  sermon  of  the 

fie  character.”  “ I acknowledge  that  I erred  in  the  ordi- 
ion  of  Mr.  Gilman,  not  for  the  want  of  zeal,  but  from  the 
Haerfection  of  knowledge.  If  I had  obtained,  before  I cu- 
bed to  take  part  in  the  ordination,  all  the  information  I now 
psess,  I never  would  have  engaged  in  it.  I would  rather 
r my  hands  in  the  fire,  than  lay  them  upon  the  head  of  a 
fowii  Socinian.  Unitarians  and  Socinians  formerly  appeared 
me  more  different  from  each  other  than  I now  find  them 
be.”  These  concessions  should  remove  a portion  of  the 
risure  which  rested  on  Mr.  Parks.  .And  although  we  can- 
it  recognize  in  Unitarianism  the  religion  of  Paul  ; nor  in 
l;ir  view  of  Christ,  the  Christ  of  the  Scriptures,  but  regard 
I as  a mere  .system  of  morality,  a religion  without  a Re- 
emer,  an  atoning  Priest,  a divine  Intercessor,  and  a Media- 
rial  King,  we  are  willing  to  give  them  credit  for  all  those 
rsonal  and  social  virtues  they  may  possess. 

Lxdependent  or  Congregational  Church  at  Wappetaw. 

♦ 

iRi.S'i’.s  Church  Parish. — Mr.  Perrin  disgraced  his  minis- 
^ by  irregularities  of  life  which  were  reported  to  the  Pres- 
tery  ot  Harmony  at  its  meeting  in  Charleston  in  April  1820. 
e was  absent  from  the  State  at  that  time,  but  he  vvtis  faith- 
lly  dealt  with  by  letter,  and  cited  to  appear  before  the  Pres- 
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DORCHESTER  AND  REE('H  HILL. 


[1820-1830. 
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bytery.  He  replied  by  letter  acknovvled_<j^in^r  Iiis  fault,  and 
desiring  to  remove  stumbling  blocks  out  of  the  way,  but  he 
being  now  in  a remote  part  of  the  United  States,  and  not 
witliin  the  jurisdiction  of  any  local  Presbytery,  he  was  deposed 
from  this  sacred  office  on  the  19th  of  April,  1821.  Informa- 
tion concerning  this  church  is  exceeding  scanty  during  this 
period.  It  was  probably  dependent  on  such  occasional  sup- 
plies as  they  could  receive  from  missionary  labors  or  the  kind 
offices  of  brethren  in  Charleston.  The  Rev.  Alfred  Wright 
who  had  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Congregational  and  Presby- 
terian Missionary  Society  of  South  Carolina,  and  was  not  yet 
ready  to  proceed  on  his  mission  to  the  Choctaws,  spent 
several  months  in  faithful  and  acceptable  labors  among  this 
people  in  the  winter  of  1820.  [So.  Evang.  Intelligencer,  Vol. 
II,  p.  61.]  The  church  wa.;  served  from  about  1820  to  1828 
by  a Mr,  Reid,  probably  Rev.  George  Reid.  On  the  2 1st  of 
December,  1822,  the  Legislature  incorporated  this  church,  as 
follows  : “ That  those  persons  who  now  are,  or  hereafter  shall 
be,  members  of  the  Independent  or  Congregational  Church 
at  Wappetaw,  in  the  Parish  of  Christ  Church,  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  declared  a body  politic  and  corporate,  by 
the  style  and  title  of  ‘ The  congregation  of  Wappetaw,  in  the 
Parish  of  Christ  Church  ’ ” [Statutes  at  Large,  Vol.  VIII, 
P-  325-] 

The  Congkegation.al  Church  of  Dorchester  and  Beech 
Hill.  The  Rev.  Wm.  States  Lee  continued  in  the  service  of 
this  Church  until  the  23d  of  April,  1821.  They  then  called 
a Mr.  Luke  Lyons  and  on  the  24th  of  May,  1822,  there  is  an 
order  for  the  payment  of  a quarter’s  salary.  His  service 
must  have  been  a short  one.  On  the  5th  of  May,  1823,  hav- 
ing no  pastor,  they  invited  Mr.  Jones  to  serve  them  in  that 
capacity.  Yet  on  the  8th  of  October,  in  the  same  year,  the 
death  of  their  esteemed  pastor  and  chairman  is  mentioned. 
At  this  same  time  they  call  Mr.  Luke  Lyons  on  a salary  of 
$6oo,  but  are  unsuccessful.  On  the  19th  of  November,  1824, 
they  extended  a call  to  the  Rev.  Edward  Palmer,  who  had 
been  received  by  the  Charleston  Union  Presbytery,  after  for- 
mally adopting  the  Confession  of  Faith  and  the  P'orm  of 
Government  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  was  installed 
as  pastor  the  3rd  of  February,  1825.  To  assist  in  the  sup- 
port of  his  family  he  is  permitted  to  take  a few  young  ladies 
as  pupils  during  the  summer  months.  The  church  received 
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;ie  aid  also  from  the  Missionary  Society  towards  this  same 
In  April,  1827,  he  received  a call  from  the  Church  of 
diel,  Foil  Pon,  which  the  Presbytery  advised  him  to  accept. 
•;  Church  was  now  dependent,  it  is  believed,  for  a length  of 
12,  on  occasional  supplies. 

>TONY  Creek  Independent  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr. 
.D.  Parks  continued  to  preach  to  this  Church  as  pastor,  or 
lated  supply,  it  is  not  clear  which,  until  the  8th  of  May,  1821, 
hn  any  regular  and  stated  connection  with  the  Church 
■ued.  There  are  entries  in  the  account  books  to  show  that 
5Dreached  as  an  occasional  supply  after  this  date.  Occa- 
:ial  supplies  were  obtained  also  from  the  North  during  the 
f ter  months  from  1821  to  1824.  Among  these  was  Joseph 
f wn,  then  a licentiate,  who  visited  Stony  Creek  early  in 

f ember,  1820.  He  reports  about  15  communicants  (white  ?) 

a fund  of  $Sooo  belong  to  the  Church.  P"irst  Report  of 
.!  Young  Men’s  Domestic  Missionary  Society,  1821.  In 
|]ril,  1824,  Richard  H.  Jones,  a licentiate,  commenced 
iaching  to  this  congregation.  He  was  ordained  and  install- 
Itheir  pastor  on  the  13th  of  January,  1825.  He  resigned 

i 'November,  1826.  and  the  church  became  again  dependent 
occasional  supplies,  among  whom  Mr.  A.  Greenwood  is 
itioned  in  1829.  [MS  of  Wm.  P'.  Hutson.  Minutes  of 
irleston  Union  Presbytery.] 

Heaufort.  This  church  was  visited  by  Joseph  Brown,  then 
jcentiate,  in  December,  1820.  He  had  been  recommended 

|;he  Young  Men’s  Missionary  Society  and  at  its  request  he 
5 ordained  by  the  Congregational  Association  of  South 
'olina,  in  the  Circular  Church,  Charleston,  on  the  3rd  of 
uary,  1821.  The  occasion  was  one  of  interest,  Messrs, 
pha  White,  Epaphras  Goodman,  and  Rev.  Charles  B.  Storrs 
ployed  by  the  Congregational  Missionary  Society,  and 
ynolds  Bascom  were  ordained  at  the  same  time.  In  the 
of  consecration  by  prayer  with  the  laying  on  of  hands,  the 
.yers  for  the  candidates  were  offered  in  succession  by  the 
V.  Mr.  Floyd,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Palmer,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Reid,  the 
V.  Mr.  Lee.  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Boies.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Leland 
s present  also  as  a delegate  from  the  Presbytery  of  Har- 
•ny.  The  Beaufort  congregation  must  have  been  depen- 
it  on  occasional  supplies  henceforth. 

Waynesboro,  Burke  County,  Georgia.  We  are  not  inform- 
how  this  congregation  was  situated  as  to  a permanent  min- 
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istiy  during  this  decade.  Tlte  Sav'aiinah  Missionary  Societ\' 
had  appointed  Mr.  Cephas  VVasliburn  to  labor  at  tin’s  place  and 
its  vicinity.  But  how  long  he  served  them  we  are  not  in- 
formed. Rev.  Frances  McFarland  labored  in  Burke  County 
in  the  winter  of  1S22.  On  his  arrival  in  this  county  he  se- 
lected four  olaces  where  he  preached  regularly  on  the  Sab- 
bath, dispensing  the  word  the  remainder  of  the  week  wher- 
ever a door  was  opened  for  that  purpose.  In  the  latter 
part  of  this  period  Lawson  Clinton  was  the  stated  supply  of 
this  church. 

White  Bluff,  near  Savannah.  The  Rev.  Thomas  Gould- 
ing  continued  the  pastor  of  this  church  till  1822,  when  he  re- 
signed his  charge  and  removed  to  Lexington,  Oglethorpe 
County,  Georgia.  Here  he  remained  during  this  decade.  It 
was  while  there  that  he  was  elected  on  the  1 5th  of  December, 
1828,  Professor  in  the  Theological  Seminary  of  the  Synod  of 
South  Carolina  and  Georgia.  He  was  honoured  with  the  de- 
gree of  Doctor  of  Divinity  from  the  University  of  North  Car- 
olina in  1829. 

Congregational  Church,  Midway,  Georgia.  The  Rev. 
Robert  Quarterman  officiated  as  pastor  of  this  church  during 
this  decade  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  that  people.  A church 
of  which  it  was  said  in  1849  tliat  although  it  was  a Congrega- 
tional Church  in  its  origin,  and  .still  continued  so,  it  had  fur- 
nished more  Presbyterian  Ministers  for  the  State  of  Georgia 
than  all  the  other  ninety-two  counties  united. 

Changes  took  place  in  the  boundaries  of  Presbyteries  during 
this  decade  which  it  may  not  be  amiss  here  to  mention.  In 
the  formation  of  Harmony  Presbytery  by  the  Synod  of  the 
Carolinas  at  Poplar  Tent  in  1809,  its  western  boundary  was 
defined  to  be  a line  running  nearly  south  from  Augusta,  Geor- 
gia, including  St.  Mary’s,  to  the  sea  coast.  At  a meeting  of 
the  S\mod  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  held  at  Washing- 
ton, Wilkes  County,  Georgia,  November  7,  1821,  a petition 
came  up  from  the  Pres’byter)"  of  Harmony,  proposing  that  the 
Savannah  River  which  divides  the  two  States  should  be  the 
dividing  line  between  the  Presbyteries.  This  was  acceded  to, 
and  the  members  of  the  Presbytery  of  Harmony  who  resided 
in  Georgia  were  constituted  a new  Presbytery  to  be  known 
as  The  Presbytery  of  Georgia.  The  line  between  this  Pres- 
bytery of  Georgia  and  the  Presbytery  of  Hopewell  was  like- 
wise adjusted.  The  Presbytery  of  Harmony,  therefore,  hence- 
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ih  performed  no  presbyterial  acts  and  had  no  jurisdiction 
I ond  the  Savannalu 

The  Congregational  Association  of  South  Carolina, 
iNovember,  1819,  made  a {proposal  to  the  Presbytery  of 
rmony  “ of  a corresponding  union  by  delegates.”  This 
; cordially  acceded  to  by  the  Presbytery  of  Harmony  at 
meeting  in  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church,  Charleston, 
ril  14,  1820,  and  Rev.  A.  W.  Leland,  D.  D.,  and  Rev. 
Drge  Reid  were  elected  as  delegates  to  the  Association. 

Palmer  attended  subsequently  the  meeting  of  the  Presby- 
f of  Harmony  as  a delegate  from  the  Association.  At  a 
eting  of  this  Presbytery,  held  in  Camden,  April  17,  1822, 

t:ommittee  composed  of  Messrs.  John  Cousar  and  T.  C. 
nry  were  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Congregational 
sociation  of  South  Carolina  and  others  on  the  subject  of 
ir  uniting  with  that  Presbytery,  with  a view  to  a division 
the  same  if  it  should  appear  e.xpedient. 

The  proposition  was  laid  before  that  body  on  the  loth  of 
wember,  1822,  by  Dr.  Henry,  and,  after  due  consideration, 

: Association  agreed  to  “ dissolve  for  the  purpose  of 
iting  with  Harmony  Presbytery,  and  with  the  view  of 
/ing  that  body  divided,  and  a Presbytery  formed  in  the 
inity  of  Charleston.”  But,  in  case  such  division  does 
t take  place,  the  resolution  to  be  null  and  void.”  In  pur- 
ince  of  this,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Palmer,  who  had  been  appointed 
this  purpose,  made  application  in  behalf  of  the  Associa- 
n that  its  members  be  received  into  the  Presbytery.  This 
s accordingly  done,  and  the  Rev.  Benjamin  M.  Palmer, 
D.,  Joseph  Brown,  Reynolds  Bascom,  Epaphras  Goodman, 
larles  B.  Storrs,  and  John  Wheeler,  with  the  licentiate.  Dr. 
unan  Strong,  and  the  candidates.  Dr.  Jones  and  James 
.mpbell,  were  received.  A committee  was  appointed  to 
nfer  with  the  members  of  the  Svnod  of  North  Carolina 
udent  in  this  State  to  unite  also  with  the  Presbytery  with 
/iew  to  its  subsequent  division  and  reorganization. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Synod  held  in  Columbia  in  Novem- 
r,  1822,  in  pursuance  of  a petition  from  the  Presbytery  of 
armony,  the  numbers  of  that  body  living  in  the  lower  parts 
the  State,  south  of  the  Ct)ngaree  and  Santee  Rivers,  viz  : 
10s.  Read,  George  Reid.  Benj.  M.  Palmer,  D.  D.,  Aaron  W. 
2lan  d,  D.  D.,  Artemas  B oies,  Arthur  Buist,  l^lipha  White, 
iseph  Brown,  Reynolds  Bascom,  Epaphras  Goodman,  and 
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Charles  B.  Storrs,  were  set  off  as  a new  Preshytery,  to  be 
I'Cnown  by  the  name  of  Charleston  Union  Presbytery,  the 
licentiate,  Dr.  Lyman  Strong,  and  the  candidates,  John  Dick- 
son, Dr.  Jones,  and  Mr.  James  Campbell,  to  be  considered 
under  their  care.  Said  Presbytery  was  to  meet  in  Charleston 
on  the  second  Wednesday  of  April,  1823,  PA'.  Palmer  or  the 
senior  member  present  to  preside  and  open  the  Presbytery 
with  a sermon. 

Bethel  Presbytery  was  organized  during  this  decade  by  the 
following  charter,  granted  by  the  Synod  of  North  Carolina  at 
its  eleventh  session,  held  at  Statesville,  Iredell  Co.,  October 
9,  1834. 

“ Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Presbytery  heretofore 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Presbytery  of  Concord  as  lies  in 
York  and  Chester  Districts,  in  South  Carolina,  in  Rut  he;  ford 
County,  North  Carolina,  and  in  that  part  of  Lincoln  County, 
in  the  said  State,  not  included  in  the  boundaries  assigned  to 
the  Presbyteries  of  Concord  and  Mecklenburg,  including  the 
Rev.  Robert  B.  Walker,  James  S.  Adams,  John  B.  Davies, 
Plenry  M.  Kerr,  Adam  Williams,  James  B.  Stafford,  and 
Josiah  Harris  be,  and  hereby  are,  constituted  a Presbytery, 
to  be  known  by  the  name  of  the  Presbytery  of  Bethel  ; that 
they  hold  their  first  meeting  at  Beersheba  Church  on  the 
Friday  preceding  the  first  Sabbath  in  November  ensuing  ; 
that  the  Rev.  Robert  Walker,  or,  in  case  of  his  absence,  the 
senior  minister  present,  preach  a sermon  on  the  occasion,  and 
preside  until  a Moderator  be  chosen.” 

These  with  further  specifications  entered  into  the  act  of 
the  Synod  of  North  ■ Carolina  constituting  this  Presbytery. 
By  consent  of  the  Synod  of  North  Carolina,  that  portion  of 
Bethel  Presbytery  which  was  in  South  Carolina  was  trans- 
lerred  to  the  Synod  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  by  an  act 
of  the  General  Assembly  in  May.  1828.  By  this  transfer, 
Lancaster  District  and — by  a subsequent  act  of  the  Synod — 
Union  District  and  Catholic  Congregation  were  made  a part 
of  Bethel  Presbytery.  (Semi-Centennial  Sermon  of  Jan.es 
H.  Saye,  April  2,  1875.) 

These  changes  having  been  made  in  Presb)derial  boun- 
daries during  this  decade,  we  proceed  with  the  history  of  the 
particular  churches,  those,  namely,  which  adopt  the  polity  of 
the  Presbyterian  order. 
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'RiiNCH  Protestant  Church,  Charleston. — From  the  brief 
■moranda  fLiniished  us  by  Mr  Ravencl,  we  judoe  that  Rev. 

CoLirlat  continued  to  sei've  this  church  as  its  pastor  from 
Ipto  1823.  After  the  fulure  ot  the  effort  to  revive  the 
ner  P'ronch  service,  measures  were  adopted  to  reopen  the 
lirch  with  its  proper  liturgies  rendered  into  English.  This 
iisure  was  adopted  in  1828,  when  a committee  was  a )- 
jnted  to  prepare,  or  cause  to  be  prepared  under  their 
l ervision.  a translation  of  the  Book  of  Liturgies  which  had 
tn  used  in  the  church,  and  to  adapt  it  to  public  service  in 
S’  country,  with  authority  to  employ  persons  to  make,  or 
I in  making  the  translations.  (MSS.  o^"  Daniel  Ravenel.)* 
The  services  of  the  Chui  ch  had  been  discontinued  from  the 
;Lr  1826.  They  had  previou'-'ly  been  interrupted  from  vari- 
,i  causes.  “ The  members,  who  were  then  not  numerous, 
ted  with  the  other  Christian  Churches  in  the  city — for  the 
St  part  with  the  Episcopalians.”  (Southern  Literary 
zette,  June  19,  1852.) 

The  most  important  of  tliese  doenments  was  the  “ C’oiifesshni  <jf 
th  ” made  by  common  consent  of  the  Reformed  Churches  of  the 
i.trdom  of  France  We  are  informed  by  Reza  (Flistorie  des  Eylises 
brmee’s  an  Royaurne  de  France,  Tome  Premier,  108)  that  (tod,  by 
i singidar  <^race.  inspired  all  tbe  (,'hristian  churches  in  France  to 
emble  and  to  agree  in  unity  of  doctrine  and  discipline,  in  conformity 
h the  Word  of  (tod.  Pursuant  to  this,  on  the  '2()th  of  May,  lo.'b), 
)uties  of  all  the  chui’ches  hitherto  established  in  France  assembled 
Paris,  and  there,  by  common  consent,  was  written  tbe  Confession  of 
th,  and  was  drawn  up  a form  of  ecclesiastical  discipline,  as  near  to 
' institutions  of  the  Apostles  as  their  circumstances  would  then  allow, 
inite  dithculties  were  siuanounted,  and  it  was  conclnded  that  the 
lod  should  be  held  at  Paris,  not  to  attribute  any  superior  dignity  or 
inem-e  to  that  city,  but  because  ]C(  ould  l)etter  accommodate  a large 
mber  of  ministers  and  elders,  and  more  secretly  than  any  other 
ce.  'fhe  confession  was  there  drawn  uj)  in  forty  articles  A brief 
;tem  of  disci))line,  as  founded  upon  the  writings  of  the  Apostles,  was 
pended,  under  forty  heads.  Done  at  Paris  on  the  28th  of  May,  loo'.t, 
the  Pith  year  of  Henry,  the  King. 

The  tirst  of  these  doiannents  was  translated  by  a committee  of 
^ French  Protestant  (.’hurch.  of  Charleston,  and  presented  to  the  cor- 
ration  in  ]>rint,  the  original  French  and  the  luiglish  in  parallel 
umns,  in  Octol)er,  1828. 

‘It  seemed  to  be  demonstrated,  during  the  nunistry  of  Rev.  IMr. 
urlat,”  says  Rev.  (,'harles  8.  Vedder,  1).  I).,  writing  in  -Inly,  1873,  “that, 
e continuance  ('if  the  services  in  the  French  language,  or  in  alternate 
(>n  -h  and  Fnglish,  was  not  feasible,  and  in  1828  a committee  was  ap- 
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The  translation  having  been  made  with  ^rCrit  care  and  ap- 
proved, the  church  entered  upon  its  regular  use,  the  Rev. 
Daniel  DuPre,  a Methodist  minister  of  Iduguenot  descent 
having  been  called  to  the  temporary  charge  of  the  con- 
gregation. 

The  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  City  of 
Charleston. — A deputation  from  this  churcli  waited  upon 
the  Presbytery  of  Harmony”-  at  its  twenty-fourth  sessions  held 
in  the  Second  PresbyHerian  Church,  Charleston,  on  the  5th  of 
May,  1821,  praying  that  Mr.  Arthur  Buist,  son  of  their 
former  oastor.  Dr.  Georue  Buist,  be  received  under  the  care 
of  that  Presbytery,  and  for  this  purpose  an  extract  from  the 
minutes  of  the  Dysart  Presbytery  of  the  Relief  Church  of 
Scotland,  stating  that  he  was  regularly  examined  and  duly 
licensed  by  that  body,  was  presented.  It  was 

Resolved,  That  he  be  received  and  that  trials  be  appointed 
preparatory  to  his  ordination  and  installation  in  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church,  Charleston,  which  the  deputation  stated 
would  be  requested  at  the  next  sessions  of  Presbytery  in 
Augusta,  Georgia. 

During  the  meeting  in  Augusta,  in  November,  1821, 
a call  from  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  was  preferred 
through  the  Presbytery,  to  Mr.  Arthur  Buist,  who  declared 
his  acceptance  of  it.  An  adjourned  meeting  was  appointed  to 
be  held  on  the  4th  day  of  January,  1822,  for  the  examination 
of  Mr.  Buist  in  the  Hebrew  language  and  for  his  ordination 
and  installation,  and  for  the  further  trials  of  John  Dickson,  a 
graduate  of  Yale  College  and  a member  of  the  Columbia 
Church,  who  had  been  received  under  the  care  of  PresbyHery 
as  a candidate  for  licensure,  at  the  same  time  at  which 
Mr.  Buist  had  been  received.  The  PresbyTery  accordingly 
met  on  the  4th  of  January,  1822,  in  the  citv  of  Charleston,  for 
the  object  specified.  The  examinations  and  the  trials  both  of 
Mr.  Buist  and  Mr.  Dickson  were  had  and  sustained  ; further 
trials  were  appointed  for  the  latter,  and  on  the  5th  of  January 
“the  Presbytery  met  in  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  for  the 

pointed  to  translate  the  Liturgy  into  English.  This  oominittee  con- 
sisted of  the  Hon.  Elias  Hony,  Chairman,  and  Messrs  .Joseph  Manigault,. 
William  Mazy’ck,  Sr.,  George  W.  Cross,  Daniel  Raveuel,  Thos.S.  Grimke. 
■and  William  M.  Fraser. 
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rpfxse  of  attendin'j^  to  tlie  exei  ci^es  connected  with  tlie  or- 
lation  and  installation  of  Mr.  Arthur  Buist,  when  a sermon 
LS  preached  on  tlie  occasion  by  the  Rev.  George  Reid,  from 
ark  16,  XV  : “And  he  said  unto  them,  go  ye  into  all  the 
>rld  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature.”  After  which 
e Rev.  Mr.  Buist  having  assented  to  the  questions  appointed 
be  put  to  candidates  for  ordhiation,  was  ordained  by  prayer 
d laying  on  of  the  hands  of  Presbytery  to  the  whole  of  the 
spel  ministry,  and  the  congregation  having  also  assented 
the  questions  proposed  to  them,  he  was  installed  as  the 
stor  thereof  according  to  the  discipline  of  the  Presbyterian 
lurch  in  the  United  States.  And  a suitable  address  was 
livered  both  to  minister  and  people  by  the  Revc  T.  Charlton 
enry.  Mr.  Buist  was  invited  to  his  seat  as  a member  of 
esbytery.”  Minutes  of  the  Presbytery  of  Harmony,  pp. 
-2.  353.  357.  366,  377- 

The  Second  Presbyterian  Church  and  Congregation 
THE  City  of  Charleston. — Of  Dr.  Flinn,  the  much  loved 
id  eloquent  pastor  of  this  church,  who  died  on  the  26th  of 
jbruary,  1820,  we  have  previously  spoken.  Dr.  Henry  was 
woted  to  the  ministry  by  his  father  from  his  birth.  He  sent 
m to  Middlebury  College  in  the  hope  that  in  those  revivalsof 
ligion  with  which  this  college  was  so  often  visitea,  he  would 
eet  with  renewing  grace.  In  one  of  these  seasons  he  was 
.nnbered  among  the  converts  and  forthwith  commenced  his 
■eparation  for  the  ministry,  finishing  his  education  at  Prince- 
>n.  In  January,  1824,  he  accepted  a call  to  Charleston, 
here  his  ministr}'’  was  eminently  successful. 

It  was  at  the  close  of  his  fifth  year  of  labor  in  Columbia 
lat  Dr.  Henry  received  the  unanimous  call  of  this  church  to 
2come  their  pastor.  Here  in  the  stated  services  of  the  pul- 
it.  and  the  lecture  room,  in  the  bible  class  and  Sunday 
:hool,  his  soul  was  poured  forth  in  earnest  instruction  and 
rvent  supplication.  In  the  first  and  second  years  of  his 
linistry  considerable  additions  were  made  to  the  church  ; 
ut  in  the  third,  a blessed  effusion  of  the  Holy  Spirit  was  en- 
>yed.  His  indefatigable  labors  during  this  season  rendered 
period  of  relaxation  indispensable,  and  he  therefore  em- 
arked  for  Liverpool  in  April,  1826.  During  the  four  or  five 
lonths  of  his  stay  in  Europe,  he  travelled  through  the  prin- 
ipal  parts  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  visited  the  con- 
inent.  Several  months  were  soent  both  in  Paris  and  London. 
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In  October  he  took  leave  of  his  English  friends,  and  after  pay- 
itiGT  a short  visit  to  liis  venerable  father  and  numerous  relations 

o ___ 

in  Philadelphia,  he  returned  early  in  December  to  his  congi'e- 
gation.  With  redoubled  vigc^r  he  entered  upon  his  labors 
among  his  people  and  upon  the  prosecution  of  his  studies. 
The  latter  indeed  had  known  no  interruption. 

On  the  first  of  October,  1827,  when  in  the  enjoyment  of 
perfect  healch,  he  was  suddenly  seized  with  the  Stranger’s 
Fever,  then  prevalent  in  the  city,  which  in  four  days  termi- 
nated his  valuable  life,  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-seven,  leav- 
ing a bereaved  widow  and  three  children  to  lament  his  loss. 

o 

Amid  the  alarm  and  consternation  occasioned  by  his  fatal 
illness,  he  alcne  was  calm  and  unappalled.  While  around 
him  stood  his  afflicted  relatives  and  friends,  his  expiring  voice 
was  employed  in  rejoicing  and  praise.  And  while  a “ horror 
of  great  darkness”  fell  upon  others,  at  his  sudden  and  prema- 
ture departure,  he  viewed  it  with  rapture,  as  the  bright  and 
cloudless  dawning  of  immortal  glory. 

Dr.  Henry  has  left  behind  him  several  published  sermons  : 
an  “ Inquiry  into  the  consistency  of  popular  amusements 
with  a profession  of  Christianity  his  ” Etchings,”  and  his 
” Letters  to  an  anxious  inquirer.”  The  two  last  were  posthu- 
mous works.  His  ” Letters  to  an  anxious  inquirer,”  have 
been  twice  published  in  America,  the  second  edition  under  , 
the  auspices,  and  with  a recommendatory  preface  of  the  late 
Rev.  Dr.  Bedell,  and  also  in  London,  with  an  introduction 
by  Dr.  Pye  Smith.  The  account  of  his  death  is  also  pub- 
lished in  a volume  of  the  London  Tract  Society,  as  an  emi- 
nent exhibition  of  the  triumphs  of  divine  grace. 

After  the  melancholy  death  of  Dr.  Henry,  the  church 
remained  two  years  without  a pastor,  though  faithfully  sup- 
plied by  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Gildersleeve  and  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Leland. 

In  February,  1829,  the  Rev.  Widiam  Ashmead,  being  in 
Charleston,  on  account  of  his  health,  received  a call.  In 
March  he  accepted  of  his  appointment,  and  was  in  May, 
installed  Pastor.  On  June  7th,  he  obtained  leave  of  absence 
for  the  summer,  with  the  intention  of  bringing  his  family,  but 
died  on  his  return,  in  Philadelphia,  December  2cl,  1829, 
having  been  connected  with  this  church  but  little  more 
than  six  months,  of  which  he  was  absent  more  than  four. 

Mr.  Ashmead  has  left  behind  him  a few  published  sermons. 
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Since  his  deatli  a volume  of  his  sermons  has  been  issued 
Jrom  the  press,  to  whicli  is  prefixed  an  interesting  memoir  fiy 
the  lamented  Gri'mke,  wlio  was  his  warm  friend  and  held  him 
in  the  highest  estimation. 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Ashmead,  the  church  sat  in  her 
widowhood  for  several  years,  receiving  her  food  from  occa- 
sional supplies,  especially  from  her  tried  friend  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Gildersleeve. 

The  Third  or  Central  Presrvterian  Church  inthecitv 
OF  Charleston.  The  congregation  comprising  the  I bird 
Presbyterian  Church  wdiich  was  organized  in  1823,  worshipped 
from  that  time  in  the  building  situated  at  the  northwest  cor- 
ner of  Archdale  and  West  Streets,  which  was  originally  erect- 
ed in  1814.  by  a congregation  styled,  “The  St.  Andrew’s 
Presbyterian  Church,  of  the  City  of  Charleston.’’  who  were 
seceders  from  “The  Presbyterian  Church  of  the  City  of  Charles- 
ton,’’ better  known  as  “The  Scotch  Church,’’  and  whose 
first  pastor  was  the  Rev.  John  Buchan.  After  the  lapse 
of  nine  years  this  congregation  being  without  a pastor  and 
burdened  by  debt,  resolved  to  dispose  of  their  premises  on 
the  conditions,  that  the  church  should  be  held  sacred  as  a 
place  of  f)Liblic  Christian  worship,  and  the  ground  attached 
thereto  be  continued  as  a cemetery.  I'hev  were  accordingly 
purchased  by  Messrs.  Tiiomas  Napier  and  Thomas  Fleming- 
two  of  the  original  members  and  founders  of  the  Third  Pres- 
bvterian  Church,*  whose  first  pastor  was  the  Rev.  William 
Anderson  McDowell,  and  who  was  installed  over  this  con- 
gregation by  the  Charleston  Union  Presbytery  on  the  3rd  of 
December,  1823.  He  already  had  experience  in  the  minis- 
try. He  was  licensed  by  the  Presbytery  of  New  Brunswick 
on  the  28th  of  April,  1813,  and  was  ordained  and  installed  as 
pastor  ot  the  church  at  Bound  Brook,  New  Jersey,  on  the  22cl 
of  December  following.  His  connection  with  this  church  was 
a brief  one.  On  the  15th  of  the  next  December  he  was  in- 

*The  chuirli  was  organized  July  13,  1823,  as  “The  Third  Presbyterian 
ChuiTli.”  In  the  Sermon  at  the  organization,  tlie  Rev.  Dr.  Leland 
says:  ‘The  ])lan  Avas  Ibrined  in  faith  and  prayer,  and  all  the  steps 

have  l)een  manifestly  taken  with  a single  eye  to  the  glory  of  tlod  and 
the  promotion  of  tlie  Redeemer’s  Kingdom.  The  history  of  the  under- 
taking is  brief  and  pleasing.  Its  origin  has  been  eminently  peareful  and 
harmonii)US,  Avholly  undebased  by  sehism  or  eontention.  A number  of 
professing  Christians,  not  connected  with  any  cluirch  in  the  city,  with 
others  who  were  members  of  several  churches,  were  led  to  considtu- 
their  duty  to  form  a new  church.” 
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stalled  pastor  of  the  church  at  Morristown  where  he  spent 
the  next  ei^ht  or  nine  years  in  useful  and  acceptable  labor. 
He  had  never  possessed  robust  health  since  the  years  of  child- 
hood. An  attack  of  small-po.x  at  the  a^e  of  twelve  had  im- 
paired the  vi^or  of  his  constitution.  While  engaged  in  his 
preparation  for  the  ministry  he  felt  obliged  to  try  the  effects 
of  a Southern  climate  and  in  the  winter  of  i8ii  and  12  he 
sailed  for  Savannah  where  his  brother-in-law,  Dr.  Henry  Kol- 
lock  resided,  and  continued  his  study  of  tlieology  under  this 
able  and  eloquent  divdne.  Being  threatened  now  again  with 
pulmonary  difficulties,  he  traveled  as  far  as  South  Carolina 
and  passed  the  winter  in  Charleston  with  the  most  favorable 
results  to  his  health.  In  the  Spring  he  resumed  his  labors 
at  Morristown  with  his  accustomed  energy,  but  soon  sunk 
atjain  into  the  feeble  state  from  which  he  had  emertjed.  A 
call  came  to  him  from  this  church  in  Charleston  just  at  that 
juncture  which  it  seemed  to  be  the  will  of  Providence  that  he 
should  accept.  His  pastoral  relation  to  the  church  at  Mor- 
ristown was  dissolved  on  the  8th  of  October,  1823,  and  the 
new  relation  with  the  Third  Presbyterian  Church  in  Charles- 
ton constituted  as  we  have  described.  This  church  com- 
menced its  existence  therefore  with  a pastor  in  whom  all  had 
confidence,  and  with  elders  and  officers  whose  character  and 
energy  commanded  the  respect  of  the  entire  congregation  and 
the  community  around. 

During  this  decade  we  find  the  names  of  Robert  B.  Edwards 
and  Jasper  Corning  as  elders,  the  date  of  whose  ordination  is 
not  recorded,  and  of  Thomas  Fleming  and  John  .Maxton,  or- 
dained in  July,  1824.  The  following  were  Presidents  of  the 
Corporation  : Thomas  Fleming,  in  1824  and  1825  ; William 
Bell,  in  1826,  1827  ; Thomas  Napier,  in  1828,  1829. 

James  Island.  This  church  enjoyed  the  labors  of  the  Rev. 
A.  W.  Leland,  D.  D..  lately  pastor  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  in  Charleston.  There  are  two  eloquent  discourses  of 
his  published  in  “The  Southern  Preacher”  edited  by  the  Rev. 
Colin  Mclver,  the  copyright  of  which  is  dated  in  1823,  and 
the  title  page  dates  in  1824.  in  which  he  is  spoken  of  as  pas- 
tor of  the  church  of  James  Island. 

John’s  Island  and  Wadmalaw. — -This  church  was  vacant, 
it  is  believed,  at  the  beginning  of  this  decade.  It  was  soon 
visited  by  Pdipha  White,  who  was  a native  of  East  Randolph, 
Mass.,  a graduate  of  Brown  University  in  1817.  and  of  Andover 
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keminarv,  in  1820.  He  \va^  licensed  to  pi'eacli  the  gospel  by 
|lie  Union  Association  of  Boston,  and  was  cjrdamed  by  the 
'ongregational  Association  of  South  Carolina,  on  the  3d  of 
faniiary,  1821.  At  a meeting  of  the  Association  held  at  the 
kev.  Dr.  Palmer’s,  in  the  city  of  Charleston,  on  the  ist  of 
[anuary,  1821,  a letter  was  read  bearing  date  December  6th, 
[820.  from  H.  C.  McLeod,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
[he  Young  Men’s  Missionary  Society  of  South  Carolina,  re- 
luesting  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Joseph  Brown,  whom  they  had 
MTipIoyed  as  a missionary,  “ to  labor  in  the  region  of  PAige- 
ield,  Newberry,  and  18eech  Island,  which  is  said  to  be  very 
lestitute.”  At  the  same  time  was  received  a communication 
[from  Joseph  Tyler,  Secretary tern,  embracing  the  following: 
‘By  direction  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Congregational 
Missionary  Societ}^  of  South  Carolina,  I present  you  with  the 
following  resolution  : 


Resolved,  That  the  Recording  Secretary  be  directed  to 
[request  of  the  Congregational  Association  of  South  Car- 
olina the  ordination  of  the  Missionaries  employed  by 
them,  on  the  first  day  of  January  next,  dated  December 
19,  1820.  The  Missionaries  of  this  Society  were  Mr.  PAipha 
VVhite,  Epaphrus  Goodman.  Charles  Backus  Storrs,  the  latter 
a graduate  of  the  college  of  New  Jersey,  and  of  the  Andover 
Seminary  in  the  class  of  1820.  To  them  was  added  Mr.  Ray- 
nolds  Bascom,  a native  of  Massachusetts,  a graduate  of  Wil- 
liams College  in  1813,  and  a tutor  in  the  same  from  1815, 
1817.  These  gentlemen  passed  through  the  usual  trials  and 
were  ordained  in  the  Circular  Church  on  the  3d  of  January, 
1821.  in  the  way  and  under  the  circumstances  we  have  before 
Idescribed. 

Mr.  White  did  not  long  retain  his  connection  with  the 
jCongregational  Association.  On  the  20th  of  December,  1821, 
he  obtained  a dismission  from  that  body  and  became  a mem- 
ber of  Harmony  Presbytery.  On  the  20th.  of  April,  1822,  “ a 
call  from  the  Presbyterian  Congregation  of  John’s  Lsland  for 
[the  ministerial  labours  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  White  was  laid  before 
Presbytery  and  proposed  to  him,  who  accepted  it.”  On  the 
8th  of  May  the  Presbytery  met  at  the  John’s  Island  Church, 
and  installed  him  as  its  pastor.  His  labours  among  them 
through  the  years  of  which  we  write,  were  faithful  and  highly 
appreciated  by  his  flock. 


il- 


^'.  v--r  njit  ,_J  #twf'jisfl- 


I.  ...  Jim., ■.^.  j,,,  ,,;  'fc'ol' 

■w.  v...l^ 

'Afcv  JO' .■■>  ;'^'4'/'7i-  'v ’!’ ,'  -v-''Wirtii«  « ei>ki4 

..r..J-.'7,,.,lm,',o^  .,  „„,i, 

::h 


'!;.-r":'*''''i;*  ,:''^ ;,.d 

,.f,;o,’i‘'*'''!-.  *■“■'■'’"’■'  ■■*■'  ■:4-  ite 

' ,'.  ;,: "‘  ■"  ■ ' ' .X'«‘^>‘';<'AMi.:,i,'  it,  »®h  ^ S»l^rteEi 

•'  VX-  »'-.h.,rf'',  ,i,(.tn(,ofi0  sutrfqsiijr-'^ 

..Oi  . .,i/,  t».,U  „,  ^ ,,  -.yjj,  , .j^;  Wifl  Oi^is, 

,,,/.''  X'M'  ■■■'  'tom  >.  hnn  ,^,  is  t^niitsiUo^' 

, ' ^ irntrom  l^'‘il,.■»tlJ  ly-ieerti  lfsroii!l(,B«  s^tlT'an 


'I  <k 


■ ....  ;'>5A  . .y. 


■iSa 


M 


4>  . * 


i'  '''ix ' -i  ^ 


'■^y  ti 


882 


KDISTO  ISI.ANI). 


In  this  same  year  (1822)  the  ]:>resent  church  building  was 
erected.  “ This  was  done  by  funds  contributed  for  this  pur- 
pose by  members  of  the  v.irious  denominations,  Episcopal, 
and  Methodists,  and  Baptists,  joining  witii  heart  and  purse  to 
assist  these  Presbyterians.”  Tlie  amounc  contributed  from 
these  sources  was  $3,645.  I he  church  came  also  into  the 
. posse.ssion  of  about  $4,000,  from  the  old  John’s  Island  So- 
ciety, a charitable  aS'.ociation,  , which  had  been  in  existence 
for  some  time,  and  employed  its  funds  for  various  charitable 
purposes,  among  others  for  maintaining  a seminary  of  learn- 
ing, and  relieving  the  indigent.  It  was  incorporated  Decem- 
ber 9,  1799,  and  becoming  nearly  extinct,  its  funds  were  di- 
vided among  the  churches  by  the  surviving  members.  By  his 
deerl  of  gift  of  July  6,  1820,  Thomas  Hunscome,  who  was 
not  a mernber  of  any  church,  conveyed  to  James  Legare,  Sen. 
Thomas  Legare,  Sen.,  and  Hugh  Wilson,  Jun.,  Trustees  of  the 
•lohn’s  sland  Presbyterian  Church,  fifty-six  acres  of  land  on  the 
Island,  and  by  his  will  gave  and  bequeathed  to  the  Presby 
terian  Church  of  John’s  Island,  whatever  may  be  its  corporate 
name  or  title  in  law  the  sum  of  $6,000. 

Thk  Pt<ESBVTERiAN  Church  o.v  IfoiSTO  PsLAXo  enjoyed  but 
a little  longer  the  labors  of  their  able  pastor,  the  Rev.  Donald 
McLeod.  He  died  on  the  30th  of  January,  1821.  The  mural 
monument  dedicated  to  his  memory  speaks  of  him  as  a native 
of  North  Britain,  and  states  that  he  had  been  for  twenty-nine 
yeais  their  pastor.  Dr.  Leland,  in  describing  him,  said  that 
” he  wrote  elegantly,  but  that  his  Scotch  pronunciation  was 
very  broad.  Pie  was  tall,  elegant,  poli.shed,  and  graceful. 
Dr.  McLeod  was  a fine  specimen  of  a Scotchman.”  ” In  the 
year  1821,”  says  the  Rev.  Wm.  States  Lee,  from  whose  man- 
uscript we  cjuote,  “ the  present  pastor,”  meaning  himself, 
” took  the  pastoral  charge  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Edisto  Island.  The  elders  then  in  office  were  Daniel  Town- 
send, William  Seabrook,  William  ladings,  and  Ephraim  Mi- 
ked. Previous  to  the  year  1821,  the  ciuirch  had  been  connected 
with  the  fold)  ” Charleston  Presbytery,  but  in  consequence  of 
some  cause  (unknown  to  the  writer)  it  had  not  been  repre- 
sented in  the  Presbvterv  foi'  several  vears.  Before,  or  about 
182',  the  Presbytery  had  become  extinct,  b}*  the  death  or 
removal  of  its  clerical  members,  and  this  church,  therefore, 
becune  unconnected  with  any  Presbytery,  in  wdiich  state  tin 
^858,  the  date  of  tiiis  writing)  it  still  continues  to  exist.  The 
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|)vernnient  in  every  other  ic-spect  has  been  and  is  Fresh}' - 
-ian.  At  the  time  the  rn  esent  pastor  tc'ol':  the  charge  of  the 
inch  there  were  no  sessional  records  in  existence,  b}'  which 
could  be  determined  who  were  communmy  members,  or 
icn  thoce  claiming  to  be  such  Avere  admitted  to  the  church, 
ided  by  the  most  reliable  testimony  tliat  could  be  obtained, 
!ist  of  members  was  made.  The  number  at  that  time  was 
etcen  whites  and  seven  colored  members.  ]n  the  spring  of 
22  the  Lord’s  Supper  was  administered.  The  custom  of 
2 cliurch  had  limited  the  administration  of  that  ordinance 
two  periods  in  the  year,  viz  : the  commencement  of  the 
ring  and  of  the  winter.  There  are  now  (1858),  and  have 
2U  for  many  years  past,  four  seasons  of  communion  annu- 
y.  There  was  but  one  public  service  on  the  Sabbath  during 
winter  and  spring  months  at  that  time,  and  during  the 
mmer  and  autumn,  when  the  inhabitants  of  the  Island 
lorted  -to  the  sea-shore,  as  a residence,  for  health,  the  Kpis- 
aal  and -Presbyterian  congregations  worshipped  together  in 
old  building  which  had  been  used  as  an  academy.  The 
5tors  performed  the  services,  sanctioned  b\'  their  resj^ective 
Lirclies,  alternatel}'.  Much  harmony  and  kind  feeling  pre- 
led between  the  two  congregations.  In  the  year  1824,  in 
isequence  of  the  building  (used  by  them)  becoming  incon- 
lient  and  even  unsafe,  the  two  congregations  united  in 
icting  a building  which  was  to  be  occupied  by  them  jointly, 
the  academy  had  been. 

Phis  new  building  was  erected  and  opened  for  divine 
rship,  but  in  consequence  of  some  difficulty  that  arose 
pecting  the  internal  arrangement  of  the  building,  which 
lid  not  be  satisfactorily  aclj Listed,  the  two  congregations 
larated.  The  Presbyterians  relinquished  the  building  to  the 
iscopalians,  and  before  the  next  summer  they  had  erected 
lace  of  worship  for  themselves.  Phis  building  has  from 
:e  to  time  received  improvements,  rendering  it  a neater  and 
re  commodious  place  of  worship. 

^"rom  this  period  the  public  services  have  been  observed 
•ing  the  summer  and  autumn,  in  the  morning,  afternoon 
1 evening  of  each  Sabbath.  About  the  year  1824  an  even- 
11-  lecture  was  commenced  during  the  week,  in  a private 
iiOLise,  and  inax’ery  short  time  was  conducted  in  almost  everv 
house  in  the  congi'egation  in  turn,  at  the  request  of  the  fami- 
lies. The  number  of  persons  who  attended  or  expressed  a 
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desire  to  attend,  having-  become  too  larire  to  be  accommo- 
dated  in  thi.s  manner,  this  lecture  and  tlie  service  on  Sabbath 
evening  (which  had  also  been  conducted  in  private  houses) 
were  removed  into  the  church,  where  the  attendance  became, 
and  continued  to  be,  large  and  interesting,  particularly  (di  the 
evenings  of  the  Sabbath.  About  the  year  1823  or  1824,  a 
Sabbath-school  was  organized  and  the  exercises  attended  to, 
during  the  summer  months  and  autumn,  when  the  inhabitants 
were  collected  together  in  the  village  on  the  sea  shore,  d'his 
valuable  institution  has  been  continued.  A library  of  700  or 
800  volumes,  presented  by  the  members  of  the  congregation 
to  the  Sabbath-school,  has  been  an  unfailing  source  of  interest 
and  instruction  to  the  chilciren.  1 he  population  of  the  Island 
not  being  large,  the  number  of  children  in  the  Sabbath-school 
has  always  been  comparatively  small,  and  varying  from  time 
to  time. 

About  the  year  1826,  a bible  class  for  ladies  was  formed. 
The  studies  belonging  to  it  was  attended  to  with  interest,  and 
it  is  hoped  with  profit.  Various  causes  arising  from  changes 
in  families,  or  change  of  residence  by  the  members,  would  at 
times  interrupt  or  suspend  its  exercises,  but  the  class  was 
kept  up  for  many  years.  A bible  class  for  males  was  also 
attemj^ted  for  a few  years,  but  did  not  continue  long. 

From  the  year  1821  regular  attention  had  been  paid  to  the 
religious  instruction  of  the  colored  persons  in  services  ap 
pointed  and  performed  for  them,  apart  from  the  white  portion 
of  the  congregation.  At  the  close  of  the  service  on  the 
morning  of  the  Lord’s  day,  throughout  the  year,  they  re- 
mained in  the  church,  and  with  prayer  and  praise,  preaching 
was  united  in  an  extempore  form,  supposed  to  be  better 
adapted  to  their  comprehension.  '1  he  attendance  on  this  ser- 
vice has  been  uniformly  good,  sometimes  large,  and  attenlion 
during  the  services  appeared  to  have  been  given  with  tleep  in- 
terest. All  of  the  colored  persons  who  offered  themsc  Ives  for 
membership  in  the  church  have  been  regularl)'  catechised  and 
instructed  on  each  Sabbath,  before  the  morning  service,  and 
this  course  has  been  pursued  with  them  for  twelve  months  or 
longer  (if  the  cases  seemed  to  need  it)  before  they  were  pro- 
posed to  the  session  for  admission  to  sealing  ordinances.” 

Thus  wrote  this  admirable  man  and  model  pastor  in  1858. 
In  the  limited  po[)ulation  to  wldch  he  ministered  there  were 
added  in  the  first  ten  .years  ten  white  members  and  thirty- 
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even  colored,  a number  which  in  other  [jlaces  less  circiim- 
Lribed  and  of  an  am[)ler  j)0[ndation  is  often  exceeded.' 

VViLTOX  PKEsnYTKin.\x  CiiUKcn. — Our  notice  of  this  ancient 
luirch  must  again  be  brief  Good  men  lived  here  before  us 
ind  worshipped  the  God  of  their  fithers  and  ministers  of  the 
Gospel  have  preached,  and  the  organizations  which  still  exist 
uid  which  they  have  handed  down  show  that  such  men  have 
peen,  though  they  may  have  been  careless  in  transmitting 
[heir  names  and  perpetuating  their  memories.  The  Rev. 
Loammi  Floyd  still  preached  to  this  congregation.  Mis  in- 
[roduction  to  onr  notice  is  connected  with  the  Congregational 
Association  of  South  Carolina,  as  we  have  mentioned  on  pre- 
ceding pages.  On  the  30th  of  April,  1820,  a meeting  of  the 
board  of  Trustees  was  held  at  the  church  and  the  minutes 
state  that  their  house  of  worship  had  been  newly  erected.  It 
Is  situated  about  a mile  from  the  village  of  Adams’  Run,  and 
at  the  intersection  of  the  VViltown  (or  Charleston  roads)  and 
was  finished  about  April,  1820.  It  was  dedicated  April  30, 
1820.  Mr.  Floyd  {^reached  a dedication  sermon  from  Exod. 
Kx.,  24,  and  Dr.  Palmer  followed  with  an  address.  (Ch.  Intel., 
vol.  II,  p.  42.) 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Floyd  continued  to  preach  on  alternate  Sab- 
baths until  1822,  when  it  seems  that  the  congregation,  having 
anew  house  of  worship,  became  dissatisfied  with  the  existing 
arrangement  and  desired  to  have  the  ministrations  of  the 
Gospel  on  every  Sabbath.  To  this  end  thev  took  action,  dis- 
missing Rev.  Mr.  Floyd  from  further  connection  with  the 
church  and  called  Rev.  Henry  T.  Jones,  the  editor  of  “ The 
Southern  Intelligencer,”  a religious  paper  then  published  in 
Charleston.  They  effected  an  arrangement  with  him  by  which 
he  should,  while  retaining  the  editorial  charge  of  the  paper, 
come  up  and  preacli  every  Sabbath.  Mr.  Jones  continued  to 
serve  the  congregation  with  great  acce{:>tance  until  some  time 
[ill  the  year  1823.  In  a paper  dated  i6th  March,  1824,  an  al- 
lusion is  made  to  his  death.  Several  members  of  the  congre- 
gation still  remember  him  and  speak  of  him  as  having  been 
a useful  and  devoted  minister.  It  was  his  habit  to  take  a part 
of  the  week  to  visit  the  poor  in  the  neighborhood  by  whom 
he  was  greatly  beloved.  It  is  related  of  him  as  an  instance  of 
his  delicate  regard  for  the  poor,  that  on  a sacramental  occa- 
sion a woman  in  poor  and  humble  circumstances  being 
present,  kept  her  seat  through  diffidence  when  the  commu- 
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nicants  hatl  tak'cn  their  usual  pi. ices.  Mie  Jones  noticing  lier 
einbarr.assmjiU,  left  the  t.ible  and  t(')  her  offered  iicr  his 

arm  and  handed  iier  to  a seat  ainoncr  the  members  of  the 

o 

church. 

d'herc  exists  among  the  Records,  a letter  from  Col.  Wil- 
liam Oswald  to  Mr.  James  13.  Mitchell  an  active  member  of 
the  Wilton  Church,  dated  Sept.  23rd,  1 833,  vvhicli  commences 
with  these  words:  “Having  heard  of  the  death  of  your  late 
minister.  Rev.  Mr.  Jones."  Tliere  is  also  a letter  from  Mr. 
Jones  to  Mr.  Mitchell,  dated  Feb.  loth,  1823.  .So  that  Mr. 
Jones  died  between  February  and  September  of  that  year. 
The  letter  of  Col.  Oswald  a member  of  the  Bethel  Cluirch  in 
St.  Bartholomew’s  Parish,  contains  a proposal  to  unite  the 
Bethel  Church  at  Pon  Pon  over  Jacksonborough  and  the 
Wilton  Church  under  the  same  pastor,  specifying  that  he 
should  preach  alternately  every  other  Sabbath  at  each  church. 
He  mentioned  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lathrop,  who  was  then  emploved 
by  the  Missionary  Society  ot  Charleston  as  one  whom  the 
Bethel  congregation  desired  to  call.  It  appears  that  this  pro- 
posal was  declined,  as  Rev.  Mr.  Mosts  Chase  was  not  long 
after  this  invited  to  take  charge  ot  the  Wilton  Church.  In  a 
paper  dated  May  13th,  1824,  mention  is  made  of  Mr.  Cliase 
as  preaching  statedly  to  the  congregation.'^  He  did  not  con- 
tinue long  in  connection  with  the  church  as  in  November  of 
the  same  year  Rev.  Zabdid  Rogers  was  invited  to  preach. 

xMr.  Rogers  was  born  at  Stonington,  Connecticut,  Oct.  id, 
1793.  He  became  a subject  of  renewing  grace  and  connected 
himself  with  the  church  in  the  year  1817.  In  the  fall  ensu- 
ing, he  commenced  fitting  for  college  with  a view  to  entering 
the  ministr\g  in  Coventrv,  Connecticut,  with  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Woodruff ; was  admitted  to  Yale  College  in  the  fall  of  1816  ; 
was  graduated  in  1820:  was  engaged  in  teaching  one  year 
and  then  entered  the  Theological  Seminarv  at  Andover. 
Here  he  spent  three  \’eais  and  having  completed  his  theolog- 
ical course,  he  was  ordained  w'ith  one  or  two  other  fe’low- 
students.  He  came  to  Charleston,  September  30,  1824,  and  in 
November  of  that  year  was  invited  to  jjreach  to  the  Wilton 
Church  and  continued  with  it  for  more  than  twenty-three 
years.  He  was  received  into  the  Charleston  Union  Presbv- 
ter\'  at  his  own  request  in  November,  1828. 


■■"He  was  a licentiate. 
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Bethel,  Pox  Pox,  St.  IPirtholoniew’s  Parish,  Colleton, 
the  Rev.  Loammi  Floyd  continued  the  pastor  of  this  church 
ill  his  death,  which  occurred  inAi^ril,  1822.  IFit  durins^'the 
ear.s  1821  and  1822  he  preached  on  alternate  Sabbaths  to 
1C  church  at  Wilton,  St.  Paul’s  Parish.  The  Rev.  Lycan  D. 
'arks,  who  was  resident  in  the  Parish,  occupied  the  pulpit  on 
le  other  alternate  days.  In  the  year  1821  the  branch  church 
t Walterboro  was  erected,  most  of  the  congregation  being 
)cated  there  during  the  summer,  or  sickly  months.  Mr. 
'loyd  was  the  Moderator  and  oldest  member  of  the  Congre- 
ational  Association  at  his  death,  and  as  an  affectionate  trib- 
te  to  his  memory,  Dr.  Palmer  was  requested  b_v  that  body  to 
reach  a suitable  discourse  in  the  church  their  deceased 
rother  had  occupied.  From  the  death  of  Mr.  Floyd  in  1822 
intil  1827,  the  church  was  supplied  by  the  following  minis- 
ers,  none  of  whom  were  settled  as  pastors,  viz.  : by  Rev. 

oseph  Brown,  Rev.  George  P.  King,  Rev.  PBeazer  Lathrop, 
nd  Rev.  Henry  B.  Hooker  (afterwards  D.  D.''")  These  gen- 
lemen  were  missionaries,  employed  by  different  Societies 
irganized  in  this  State.  In  the  year  1827  the  Rev.  FMward 
:^almer  became  pastor  of  this  church. 

Saltcatcher.  We  find  no  notice  of  this  church  till  1826, 
rhen  Charleston  Union  Presbytery  appointed  Dr.  Palmerand 
V.  A.  McDowell  to  inquire  into  its  condition,  and  if  found 
xpedient  and  practicable,  to  furnish  it  with  supplies.  They 
eported  that  it  had  been  taken  under  the  care  of  the  Presby- 
ery  of  Harmony  in  181 1,  and  wished  that  it  might  be  taken 
aider  the  care  of  Charleston  Union.  Their  wishes  were  grat- 
fied  and  Dr.  Palmer  was  ajipointed  to  visit  the  Church  and 
idniinister  to  it  the  Lord’s  Supper.  Drs.  Palmer  and  Mc- 
Dowell were  appointed  to  devise  a scheme  for  furnishing  it 
\dth  supplies.  This  was  accordingly  clone.  Yet  it  was 
bund  at  a subsequent  meeting  that  the  appointments  had  all 
ailed. 

The  Independent  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  City  of 
Savannah.  After  the  lamented  death  of  Dr.  Kollock  this 
:hurch  was  supplied  by  Rev.  Dr.  Snodgrass,  then  by  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Samuel  B.  Howe,  and  then  by  the  Rev.  Daniel  Baker. 
He  writes  to  his  friend  Mr.  Handy  in  Washington,  D.C.,  and 
to  the  members  of  the  Second  Presbyterian  Church  in  that 

■•'See  Memoir  (.if  M.  B Hooker,  i>.  4,  o. 
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cit\',  of  which  he  liad  been  the  pastor,  under  d.ite  of  May  13th, 
1 838,  sliowin^  tliat  hi.s  predecessoi's  wiio  iiiiniediatel)'  suc- 
ceeded Idr.  Kollock',  could  not  liave  S(.?rved  the  chinch  more 
than  eight  years.  No  record  of  this  church  is  s.iid  to  be  in 
existence  until  l\larch,  1828,  under  the  ministry  of  Dr.  Bak'er. 
He  remained  in  connection  with  it  till  the  year  1831  during 
which  a considerable  religious  interest  was  manitested  in  the 
town  in  the  various  denominations,  and  twenty  persons  were 
added  to  the  Inde[)endent  Presbyterian  church  at  one  com- 
munion. It  was  about  this  time  that  the  church  in  Wash- 
ingtou,  D.  C.,  extended  to  him  a pressing  calk  to  resume  his 
pastorate  among  them.  John  Quincy  Adams,  who  had  at- 
tended his  ministry  in  Washington  City  wrote  to  Mr.  Handy 
of  Washington,  from  Quincy,  Massachusetts,  October  16,  1830 
as  did  also  the  President,  Andrew  Jackson,  favoring  his  re- 
call. Life  and  Labors  of  Rev.  Daniel  Baker,  D.  D.,  Cha[). 
VI.,  pp.  125-154. 

The  Secoxd  Pke.sbyteriax  Church  ix  Savaxxah  had 
already  come  into  e.xistence.  At  the  XVlth  Session  of  the 
Synod  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  held  in  Charleston  in 
1827  it  was  represented  by  Dr.  PAiward  Coppie  as  Ruling 
Elder. 

Beech  Island. — The  first  mention  of  this  locality  which  has 
met  our  eyes  is  in  the  first  report  of  the  Young  Men’s  Mis- 
sionary Society  of  South  Carolina,  which  was  formed  the  first 
of  the  year  1820.  In  September  of  that  ye.ir  an  attempt  was 
made  to  secure  the  services  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Nettleson,  which 
was  unsuccessful.  On  the  25th  of  September,  a letter  was 
received  from  Rev.  Di.  Porter,  of  Andover,  whose  services 
had  been  engaged  to  secure  them  a missionary,  informing  them 
of  the  choice  he  had  made  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Brown.  On 
the  3d  of  December,  the  Society  authorized  the  call  to  .Mr. 
Brown,  which  on  the  8th  he  acce[)tcd,  and  measures  were, 
taken  to  procure  his  ordination.  His  engagement  commenced 
on  the  first  of  December,  1820,  and  previous  to  Ids  ordina- 
tion he  visited,  as  a licentiate,  Beaufort  and  Stony  Creek,  and 
returning,  was  ordained  on  the  3d  of  January,  1821,  and  com- 
menced preaching  in  Ifdgefield  District  which  had  been 
assigned  him,  in  connection  witli  Newberry,  as  the  field  of 
his  labours.  In  the  course  of  his  ministry,  he  visited  Beech 
Island,  “ which,”  says  he,  ” is  not  an  island,  but  a pai  t of 
Edgefield  District,  surrounded  by  a kind  of  swamp  or  bog. 
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He  speaks  of*  it  as  a large  and  wealthy  settlement  with  an 
(\cademy  of  about  fifty  scholars  and  a promising  field  of  use- 
ulness  if  regular  and  constant  preaching  coidd  be  afforded 
diem.* 

Saniuel  Mosely  a native  of  Vermont,  a graduate  of  Middle- 
niry  College  in  i8i8,  and  of  the  Andover  Seminary  in  1821, 
3reached  amongst  them  as  a, licentiate  for  some  four  months, 
during  which  he  was  an  inmate  of  the  family  of  Mr.  Samuel 
Clark.  He  was  afterwards  an  agent  of  the  A.  B.  C.,  F.  M.,  then  a 
Tiissionary  to  the  Choctaws,  and  died  at  Mayhew  on  the  i ith  of 
September,  1824,  aged  33.  The  Rev.  Henry  Safford,  who 
graduated  at  Dartmouth  College  in  1817,  and  at  the  Prince- 
town  Seminary  in  1820,  followed  soon  after.  He  remained 
avelve  months  as  a teacher  and  a preacher,  receiving  about 
$1,200  from  the  church  and  school.  Rev.  S.  S.  Davis,  (after- 
wards D.  D.),  who  supplied  the  church  in  Augusta,  in  con- 
nection with  the  Rev.  Dr.  Talmage  for  nearly  a year,  also 
rendered  essential  service  before  or  subsequently  to  the  de 
parture  of  Mr.  Safford.  By  his  agency  the  Rev.  Nathan 
Hoyt,  (afterwards  D.  D.),  was  introduced  to  their  notice, 
whose  labours  were  exceedingly  blessed,  as  is  recorded  in  a 
tract,  entitled  “ History  of  a Church  in  the  South”  written  by 
himself,  and  full  of  interesting  details  of  his  ministry  here, 
and  well  worthy  of  perusal.  The  result  was  the  organization 
of  a church,  in  which  organization  Dr.  Davis  assisted.  Dr. 
Thomas  S.  Mills  was  ordained  a Ruling  Elder  on  the  ist  of 
March,  1828.  Dr.  Hoyt  resigned  this  charge  amid  the  re- 
grets of  the  people  and  took  charge  of  the  church  in  Wash- 
ington, Wilkes  Co.  Ga. 

On  the  25th  of  May,  1828,  baptism  and  the  Lord’s  supper 
were  administered  by  William  Moderwell.  The  church  then 
remained  vacant  until  December,  1829,  when  it  was  served  by 
Rev.  Dennis  M.  Winston,  for  the  term  of  six  months. 

At  the  session  of  the  Presbytery  of  Harmony  at  Beaver 
Creek  on  the  5th  of  December,  1828,  Dr.  Thomas  S.  Mills, 
an  elder  of  the  church  of  Beech  Island,  appeared  before  that 
aody,  presenting  a request  fiom  the  church  to  be  taken  under 
its  care.  The  prayer  of  the  petition  was  granted,  and  Dr. 
Mills  took  his  seat  as  a member  of  Presbytery. 

■^First  Report  of  the  Young  Men’s  Missionary  Society  of  South  Caro- 
ina.  May,  1821. 
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St.  AufiUsTiNE. — “On  tlic  lOth  day  of  July,  1821,  the 
standard  of  Spain,  whicli  had  been  raised  two  hundred  and 
fifty  \’ears  before  over  St.  Augustine,  was  finally  lowered  for- 
ever from  the  walls  over  which  it  had  so  long  fluttered,  and 
tlie  stars  and  stripes  of  the  youngest  of  nations  rose  where, 
sooner  or  later,  the  hand  of  destiny  would  assuredly  have 
placed  them.  [Geo.  R.  Fairbank’s  History  and  Antiquities 
of  the  City  of  St.  Augustine,  p.  184.]  The  first  mention  of 
St.  Augustine  on  our  ecclesiastical  records  is  in  the  Minutes 
of  the  Synod  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  pp.  92,  93,  No- 
vember 21,  1823,  where  it  is  recorded  that  Mr.  Lathrop,  “ an 
agent  of  the  St.  Augustine  Presbyterian  Society,  appeared 
before  the  Synod  and  presented  his  credentials.  Whereupon 
it  was  unanimously 

Resolved,  That  the  Synod  view  with  deep  and  affecting  in- 
terest the  moral  and  religious  condition  of  P'lorida.  They 
feel  the  powerful  claims  of  this  newl}^-acquired  territory  to 
the  sympathy  and  charities  of  the  Christian  public,  and  that 
present  circumstances  demand  immediate  and  energetic  exer- 
tions in  its  behalf  They  therefore  regard  the  agency  of  Mr. 
Lathrop  as  intimately  connected  with  the  interests  of  Zion 
and  the  dearest  hopes  of  humanity  ; and  as  such  do  cordially 
and  earnestly  recommend  it  to  the  particular  attention  of  the 
churches  and  their  care  ; and  to  all  the  charitable,  the  pious 
and  patriotic  throughout  the  United  States. 

They  appointed  also  Drs.  Brown  and  Palmer  a committee 
to  prepare  a letter  to  the  religious  community  in  recommen- 
dation of  the  subject.  [Minutes,  pp.  92,  93.]  This  letter 
appears  on  pp.  100,  lOi,  of  the  records  of  Synod,  as  signed, 
by  order  of  Synod,  by  Aaron  W.  Leland,  Moderator;  Rich- 
ard B.  Cater,  Clerk, /cw.  At  the  same  meeting,  the  Mod- 
erator was  directed  to  furnish  ]\lr.  (afterwards  Dr.)  MeWhir, 
of  Liberty  County,  Ga.,  who  proposed  to  visit  St.  Augustine, 
with  proper  testimonials.  The  doctor  at  that  time  was  in  his 
6ist  year.  He  there  gathered  and  constituted  a Presbyterian 
Church  and  ordained  elders  ; and  was  for  several  years  un- 
tiring in  his  efforts  to  raise  the  funds  recjuisite  for  the  erection 
of  a church  edifice.  He  first  founded  a church  at  Mandarin, 
which  was  the  first  Presbyterian  Church  founded  in  P'lorida 
since  the  days  when  the  French  Huguenots,  under  Laudo- 
niere  and  Ribault,  were  so  cruelly  cut  off  by  Menendez.  (See 
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Vol.  I of  this  History,  p.  25.)  St,  Augustine  \va.s  occupied  in 
,1825-1826  by  Rev.  Eleazar  Lathrop,  before  mentioned,  who 
liad  been  receiv^ed  as  a licentiate  from  the  Presbytery  of 
Oneida  by  Charleston  Union  Presbytery,  and  was  ordained 
by  them  as  an  Evangelist  and  Missionary  for  St.  Augustine, 
on  the  20th  of  March,  1825.*  lAbenezer  H.  Snowden  was 
stated  supply  at  St.  Augustine  in  1828. 

The  Synod’s  efforts  in  behalf  of  this  church  are  shown  in 
its  earnest  exhortations  to  the  churches,  its  appointment  of 
agents,  and  its  quasi  assessment  upon  Presbyteries.  (Min- 
utes, pp.  172,  199,  203,  334,  337;  Minutes  of  Presbytery  of 
Harmony,  pp.  464.  468.)  Yet  this  Presbytery  felt  more  and 
more  the  inconvenience  of  its  extensive  territory,  and  peti- 
tioned the  Synod  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  at  its  meet- 
ing at  Washington,  Ga.,  in  November,  1821,  that  such  of  its 
members  as  reside  in  Georgia  should  be  connected  with  the 
Pre.sbytery  of  Hopewell.  This  led  to  the  forming  of  a new 
Presbytery  ‘‘The  Presbytery  of  Georgia.”  So  that  henceforth 
Harmony  Presbytery  had  no  jurisdiction  beyond  the  Savannah. 

The  Presbytery  of  Georgia  had  at  that  time  nine  ministers 
connected  with  it,  one  of  whom,  S.  S.  Davis,  was  stated 
supply  at  Camden,  S.  C. 

In  the  statistical  tables  of  the  General  Assembly  for  1829 
the  following  information  is  given  respecting  the  Presbytery 
of  Georgia  : 

The  number  of  ministers,  8. 

St.  Mary’s  has  a pastor,  Horace  S.  Pratt,  a membership  of 
96. 

Darien  has  a pastor,  Nathaniel  A.  Pratt,  a total  member- 
ship of  89. 

Congregational  Church,  Waynesboro’,  in  1827,  Lawson 
Clinton,  stated  supply  ; membership,  19,  of  whom  five  were 
recent  additions. 

St.  Augustine,  vacant;  Ebenezar  H.  Snowden  had  been 
stated  supply;  members,  21,  5 of  whom  were  added  during 
the  year  ; Rev.  Thomas  Alexander  was  residing  at  St.  Augus- 
tine, without  charge,  in  1828. 

Air.  Lathrop  was  a native  of  New  York,  a graduate  of  Plamilton  Col- 
ege  in  1817  ; had  studied  two  years  at  Andover  ; was,  after  his  residence 
at  St.  Angostine,  a stated  supply  at  Elmira,  N.  Y. ; was  without  pastoral 
charge  at  Painted  Post,  X.  Y.,  afterwards  at  hllndra,  then  at  Geneva, 
He  died  in  18:54,  at  the  age  of  40. 
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Dawfuskie,  Herman  M.  Bloclget,  stated  supply. 

Savannah,  John  Boggs,  pastor;  membeis,  22. 

Wm,  MeWhirr,  D.  D.,  Sunbury,  Liberty  Co.,  VV.  C. 
Robt.  Quarterman,  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
Liberty  Co.,  550  members,  a large  proportion  of  whom  were 
colored  people. 


CHAPTER  HI. 

The  ancient  church  of  Williamsburg  was  still  enjoying 
the  labors  of  the  Rev.  John  Covert  and  had  done  so  from  the 
time  he  ceased  to  oreach  in  the  Bethel  and  Indian  Town 
Church  until  his  death,  which  occurred,  says  Mr.  Wallace,  on 
the  night  of  the  great  storm  which  swept  over  that  part  of  the 
country,  September  20th,  1822.  “ His  body  was  borne  to  its 

lowly  resting  place  on  the  shoulders  of  men,  the  trees  pros- 
trated by  the  tornado  having  so  blocked  up  the  roads  as  to 
render  the  passage  of  vehicles  impracticable.”  “ He  was  cut 
down  in  the  vigor  of  life,  being  in  his  34th  year.”  Wallace, 
p.  92. 

• The  two  churches  of  Bethel  and  Indian  Town  remained 
united  under  the  pastoral  care  of  Rev.  Robt.  W.  James,  for  a 
period  of  nine  years,  until  .1827,  when  he  was  relieved  from 
this  charge  by  the  Presbytery  of  Harmony  and  removed  to 
Salem  Church,  in  Sumter  District.  The  licentiate  Josiah  W. 
Powers,  who  was  a native  of  New  Hampshire,  a graduate  ol 
the  University  of  Vermont,  and  in  1827,  of  the  Theological 
Seminary  at  Andover,  and  who  was  sent  as  a home  mis- 
sionary into  this  State,  preached  to  these  churches  from  De- 
cember, 1827,  to  May,  1828.  The  faithful  labors  of  Mr. 
Covert  and  Mr,  James  had  tended  to  remove  old  asperities 
and  to  unite  the  old  Presbyterian  Church,  which  claimed  to 
represent  the  Williamsburg  Church  of  former  days  and  Bethel 
into  one.  Meanwhile  there  had  arisen  in  the  Bethel  congre- 
gation a young  man,  William  J,  Wilson,  (son  of  Mr.  William 
Wilson,)  who  was  graduated  at  the  South  Carolina  College 
in  1822,  and  had  spent  a year  at  Princeton,  feeling  himself 
called  to  the  ministry,  he  had  first  placed  himself  under  the 
care  of  the  Presbytery  of  New  Brunswick,  then  under  the 
care  of  the  Presbytery  of  Harmony,  and  wa.s  licensed  by  the 
same  on  the  1st  of  April,  1825,  at  its  meeting  in  Winnsboro’. 
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UNION  OF  TIIU  ('IIUKUIIRS. 


The  life  of  the  yoiinc^  man  was  a short  one,  but  b)’  his  pious 
'abors  and  kind  deportment  while  yet  livdn^  witli  his  father, 
and  by  his  taithful  preaching  in  the  old  cluirch,  he  was 
greatly  instruuientd  in  drawing  tlie  di vided  congregations 
into  one,  that  which  claimed  to  be  the  old  church  and  l^ethel. 
They  united  under  the  old  name  of  ‘‘  The  Williamsburg 
Church.” 

But  before  this,  and  immeiJiately  subsequent  to  the  termina- 
tion of  the  engagement  wdth  Mr.  Powers,  the  churches  of 
Bethel  and  Indiantown  had  united  in  a call  to  Rev.  John  M. 
Krvin,  of  Mecklenburg  County,  N.  C.,  which  they  were  per- 
mitted by  the  Presbytery  of  Harmony  to  prosecute  before  the 
Presbytery  of  Concord.  He  commenced  his  ministry  on  the 
4th  of  December,  1828.  “On  the  15th  of  June,  Mr.  Ervin 
performed  divine  service  in  Bethel  Church,  and  a sermon  was 
preached  in  the  old  church  by  Mr.  Nixon,  a Baptist  minister. 
On  the  morning  of  that  day,  the  session  of  Bethel  Church 
met  and  resolved  to  propose  terms  of  union  to  the  other 
congregation. 

Air.  John  McClary,  who  seems  to  have  been  a patriarch  in 
Doth  these  branches  of  the  house  of  Israel,  was  judiciously 
selected  to  bear  the  olive  branch  of  peace  to  the  body  wor- 
shipping in  the  old  church.  Both  congregations  were  now 
jrepared  to  sheath  the  sword  forever,  and  the  time  was  come 
when  Judah  should  no  more  vex  Ephraim,  nor  P^phraim  envy 
Judah.  The  white  banner  was  as  joyfully  hailed  on  the  one 
side,  as  proffered  on  the  other,  and  the  venerable  bearer  was 
authorized  to  carry  back  a favorable  response.  Mr.  Ervin 
was  requested  to  preach  in  the  old  church  on  the  Tuesday 
(the  i/thj  following,  and  the  Bethel  congregation  invited  to 
attend  for  the  purpose  of  deliberating  on  the  subject  of  the 
proposed  union.  After  divine  service,  on  that  day,  Mr.  Tohn 
AlcClary  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  stated  the  object  of  the 
meeting.  The  first  question  propounded  was,  “ Shall  the  two 
churches  be  now  united  in  one  body  ?”  which  was  responded 
to  by  a unanimous  vote  in  the  affirmative.  After  some  delib- 
eration regarding  the  location  of  the  house  of  worship,  it  was 
decided  to  erect  a new  building;  the  same,  says  Air.  Wal- 
ace,  in  which  we  are  now  assembled.  Air.  Emvin  was 
unanimously  elected  pastor  of  the  united  church,  and  a com- 
mittee appointed  to  infoimi  him  of  the  election.  The  call  was 
accepted,  and  Air,  E.  entered  upon  his  labors  here  in  the  Fall 
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of  that  year,  which  lie  continued  faithfully  to  dischaii^e, 
'^reatl)’  beloved  by  his  jaeople,  till  his  return  to  North  Caro- 
lina in  1832.  After  ministering  there  some  years,  he  removed 
to  Ark'ansas,  where,  after  a short  term  of  service,  he  fell  asleep 
and  his  moital  part  there  awaits  the  better  resurrection. 

The  ecclesiastical  connection  of  the  Williamsburg  Church 
was  originall)'  with  the  Ih  esbytery  of  Ivdinburgh.  It  was  after- 
wards transferred  (it  is  believed)  to  the  old  Presbytery  of 
Charleston,  w'hich  was  never  in  connection  with  our  General 
Assenibly,  and  which  has  been  for  years  e.xtinct.  As  the 
records  of  that  body  are  lost,  the  date  of  the  transfer  cannot 
now  be  ascertained.  The  Bethel  Church  was  connected  from 
its  organization  with -the  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina,  and 
in  its  subsequent  divisions,  fell  into  that  portion  of  it  now 
embraced  in  the  Presbytery  of  Harmony.”  (Historv,  by  Rev. 
J.  W.  Wallace.) 

PIoPEWELL  (Pee  Dee)  and  Aimwell. — Ainiwell  became 
extinct  in  1820.  Some  of  the  heads  of  families  had  died 
and  others  moved  up  more  convenient  to  Hopewell  and  be- 
came members  of  that  Church.  In  1821  Rev.  John  Harring- 
ton, of  PAyetteville  Presbytery,  was  elected  pastor  of  Hopewell 
Church.  This  church  obtained  leave  from  the  Presbytery  of 
Harmony  (Minutes,  p.  350)  to  make  their  returns  to  the  Pres- 
bytery of  P'ayettevillc  as  long  as  they  enjoyed  the  labors  of 
one  of  its  members.  He  remained  in  the  service  of  this 
church  until  1827,  when  he  removed  to  Mt.  Zion  Church-, 
Sumter  District.  After  this  the  Rev.  Nicholas  R.  Morgan 
became  their  supply  in  connection  with  the  Ciiurch  of  Dar- 
lington. Pie  was  received  on  the  7th  of  December,  1827,  by 
the  Presb}’ter3'-  of  Harmony  on  his  letter  of  dismission  from 
the  Presbytery  of  Mecklenburg,  N.  C.  In  the  same  year 
Sami.  Bigham,  Alex.  Gregg,  John  Gregg,  David  Bigham  and 
John  Cooper  were  elected  ciders. 

Bl.vck  River  (Winyah),  in  Georgetown  District,  is  no 
longer  mentioned  on  the  roll  of  existing  churches,  and  the 
same  is  true  of  Black  Mingo. 

Concord  Church,  Su.mter  District. — It  is  very  difficult 
for  us  to  trace  the  history  of  this  church,  being  personally 
unarquainted  with  its  surroundings.  The  church  records 
as  contained  in  the  minutes  of  Presbytery,  furnishes  us  with 
little  information,  and  wlien  none  is  offered  from  the  church 
itself,  its  officers  or  ministers,  little  can  be  said  worthy  of 
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,‘cord.  It  appears  after  the  removal  of  its  founder,  Rev. 
eorcje  G.  McWliorter,  who  was  dismis^^ed  at  Ins  own  re- 
uest  to  the  Presbytery  of  Georgia  on  the  19th  of  April,  1822, 
) have  been  dependent  on  various  sup[)lies,  or  temporary 
astors,  as  Rev.  Mr.  Harrington,  Mr.  Alexander,  and  some 
thers.  It  was  visited,  too,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Harbour,  in  1822, 
ho  will  be  more  particularly  mentioned  in  the  history  of  the 
uniterville  Church,  of  which  he  may  be  said  to  be  the 
DLinder.  To  the  latter  church.  Concord  bore  a kind  of  ma- 
nal  relation.  It  contributed  some  of  its  members  to  the 
umterville  Church  at  its  formation,  and  the  first  meeting  of 
le  session  of  that  church  was  held  at  Concord.  It  shared 
so  in  the  ministerial  labors  of  the  Rev.  Isaac  Barbour  men- 
oned  in  the  following  pages  : 

SuMTERViLLE. — The  early  sessional  record  of  this  church 
very  imperfect,  giving  few  dates,  and  suffering  years  to 
apse  between  the  minutes  of  sessional  meetings.  The  gen- 
emen  whose  names  appear  at  the  organization  of  the  church, 
lid  who  for  years  were  its  main  sources  of  support,  removed 
this  district  from  Georgetown,  where  they  were  either 
lenibers  of  the  PIpiscopal  Church,  or  of  families  belonging 
that  communion.  P^or  several  years  after  settling  here, 
ley  were  members  of  the  Concord  Church,  in  the  County'  of 
umter.  In  December  1822,  Rev.  Isaac  R.  Barbour,  of  Mas- 
ichusetts,  came  to  Sumterville,  and  commenced  preaching, 
eing  partly  employed  by  the  congregation  and  partly  by 
le  Young  Men’s  Missionary  Society  of  South  Carolina.  On 
e 29th  of  May,  1823,  Harmony  Presbytery  met  here,  Rev. 
lomas  Alexander,  Moderator,  and  organized  the  church, 
ith  five  members — Jas.  B.  White,  Henry''  Britton.  Mrs.  J.  B. 
orse  and  Mrs.  I.  R.  Barbour,  on  certificate,  and  John  Kno.x, 
an  of  Rev.  Wdliam  Knox,  of  Williamsburg,  on  profession 
his  faith.  J.  B.  White  and  Henry  Britton  were  ordained 
ling  Pdders.  In  the  following  November  Mr.  Knox  was 
ected  an  elder.  One  of  the  earliest  additions  to  the  mem- 
rship  was  Mills,  a slave.  As  an  incident,  showing  the  ad- 
antages  of  the  present  over  that  generation,  it  is  related  that 
r.  Barbour  made  the  trip  from  his  New  England  home  to 
lis  place  in  an  old-fashioned  one-horse  gig.*  [MS.  of  ri.  W. 
Vdiite.] 


We  can  record  a similar  instance-  In  the  fall  of  1812,  the  Kev. 
mcis  Brown,  1).  D.,  the  venerated  President  of  Dartmouth  College, 
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Isaac  Richmond  Barbour  was  ori;j;inalIy  from  Vermont,  was 
graduated  at  Middlebury  College  in  1819,  spent  I wo  years  at 
the  Andover  Seminary,  was  licensed  by  the  Suffolk  Associa- 
tion, was  received  as  a licentiate  by  Harmony  Presbytery  at 
its  meeting  in  Smnterville  on  the  29th  of  May,  1823,  and  on 
a petition  from  the  Young  Men’s  Missionary  Society,  signed 
by  Rev.  Artemas  Boies,  he  was  ordained  to  the  holy  office  of 
the  gospel  ministry  as  an  PAangelist,  Rev.  Robert  W.  James 
preaching  the  sermon  from  2 'Pirn.  3 : 5,  Rev.  John  Cousar 
presiding  and  proposing  the  constitutional  questions  and 
giving  the  charge.  The  Presbytery  then  proceeded  to  consti- 
tute the  church  as  above  mentioned. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  session  was  held  at  Concord  Church 
in  June  1823,  when  the  first  a|aplicant  was  “ recomiDended  to 
delay  her  connection  with  the  church,  to  give  herself  the 
opportunity  further  to  e.xamine  the  subject  of  infant  baptism.” 
She  afterwards  joined  the  Baptist  Church.  The  first  person 
admitted  on  examination  was  Milly,  a colored  servant,  in  De- 
cember 1828.  In  tpe  fidl  of  this  year  it  was 

Resolved,  ” That  this  church  use  the  courthouse  as  a place 
of  worship.” 

This  resolution,  with  the  reasons  for  it,  were  communicated 
to  the  Baptist  brethren,  with  an  e.xpression  ” of  the  gratitude 
of  the  church  for  the  use  of  their  house  of  worsiiip  and  the 
assurance  of  our  cordial  Christian  affection  ” — to  which  the 
Baptist-5  replied,  ” that  they  would  not  have  any  religious 
meetings  in  the  church  on  the  Sundays  the  Presbyterians 
regularly  preached  at  the  courthouse,  other  than  on  our 
days.”  Responding  to  this  feeling  the  Presbyterians  retained 
their  pews  in  the  Baptist  Church,  and  continued  to  worship 
there  and  at  the  courthouse  alternately,  holding  their  com- 
munion meetings  in  the  church,  until  they  built  their  own 
house  of  worship,  about  seven  years  afterwards. 

The  sessional  records  have  no  entries  for  the  years  1824 
and  1825  ; but  frotn  other  sources  it  is  gathered  that  Mr. 
Barbour,  having  lost  his  wife,  returned  to  the  North  in  the 

haviii"  fallen  into  a state  of  fj;reat  exhaustion  from  pnlinonarv  disease, 
was  driven  in  a similar  way  fn)m  Hanover,  N.  H.,  the  seat  of  the  eolleye, 
hy  his  wife,  a woman  of  tine  intellectual  culture,  adorning  every  station 
in  which  she  was  j)laced,  to  South  (Arolina  and  tieorgia.  lie  returned 
to  Hanover  in  the  month  of  June,  (lisj)osing  of  his  horse,  a noble  animal, 
t .)  Hr.  Wells,  of  Columbia. 
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[ar  1824,  after  whicli  the  cluii  ch  was  without  a slieplierd  for 
ID  years,  durini^  which  time  they  retained  their  pews  and 
prshipped  with  the  Baptists,  and,  in  conjunction  with  them, 
lened  the  first  Sabbath-scliool  in  the  village,  and  a prayer 
leeting  on  the  Saturday  before  the  first  Sabbath  in  each 
lonth. 

Mr.  Barbour  was  appointed  commissioner  to  the  General 
Issembly  on  the  2nd  of  April,  1824,  and  made  his  report  by 
ter  to  Presbytery  on  November  13th,  making  application 
the  same  time  for  a dismission  from  the  Presbytery  of  Har- 
ony  to  the  Presbytery  of  Londcuiderry.  This  recjuest  was 
anted,  and  he  was  “ affectionately  recommended  as  a brother 
good  and  regular  standing  wdth  this  Presbytery.”  Mr.  Bar- 
ur  subsequently  occupied  several  positions  at  the  North, 
d died  at  Galesburg,  111.,  February,  1S69,  aged  75. 

In  1825,  (A.  VV.).  In  the  summer  or  fall  ot  1826,  (J.  D.  B.) 
lev.  John  Harrington  accepted  the  pastorate  for  half  his  time, 
vine  the  other  half  to  Mt.  Zion  Church.  At  the  beeinning 
his  stewardship  four  members  weie  added  to  the  church, 
nong  them  Capt.  James  Caldwell,  the  father  of  the  late 
mes  M.  Caldwell,  so  well  known  as  one  of  the  founders  of 
t.  Zion  (Glebe  Street)  Church  of  Charleston,  and  up  to  his 
ath  one  of  its  most  active  and  efficient  elders.  Rev.  J. 
Ilarrington  continued  as  pastor  till  the  summer  of  1829, 
uring  which  time  twent}’-seven  persons  were  added  to  the 
embership.  He  served  the  people  most  earnestly  and 
ceptably,  and  was  greatly  beloved. 

In  May  1S29,  Rev.  John  McEwen  accepted  an  invitation  to 
reach  for  the  Sumterville  Church.  (He  had  been  licensed 
the  Presbytery  at  Beaver  Creek,  December  6,  1828.) 
Mount  Zion  Church,  Sumter  District. — Rev.  Thomas 
[dexander  continued  to  minister  to  this  church  in  connection 
ith  Salem  (B.  R.)  until  1825,  when  his  health  failed,  and  he 
ave  up  both  charges. 

The  first  elders  were  Messrs.  John  Fleniing,  Wm,  Carter 
d Robert  Wilson.  After  a few  years  Capt.  Willian  Ervin 
bs  added  to  these.  In  January  1826  Rev.  John  Harrington 
pok  charge  as  stated  supply  for  half  his  time,  and  preached 
ith  great  acceptance.  In  August  1827  a most  gracious 
/ork  of  the  Holy  Spirit  commenced,  and  at  the  communion 
1 September  of  the  same  year  sixty-seven  members  were 
dded  to  the  church  on  one  Sabbath  Mr.  Harrington’s 
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preaching  was  more  apostolic  tlian  many  had  ever  heard 
here.  Probably  no  minister  ever  did  as  much  for  the  glory 
of  God,  and  the  good  of  the  churches  in  Harmony  Presby- 
tery in  the  same  space  of  time.  It  is  still  in  the  recollection 
of  some  of  the  now  (1877)  oldest  members  how  low  was  the 
condition  of  the  church  in  all  the  region  of  Black  River,  and 
how  loose  and  careless,  sometimes,  were  the  lives  even  of 
many  officers  of  the  Church.  This  good  work  commencing 
here  spread  from  church  to  church  until  all  the  churches  on 
Black  River  were  revived,  and  an  entire  change  took  place, 
and  has  so  continued. 

After  the  additions  in  1827  the  church  building  became  too 
small  for  the  congregation,  and  it  was  decided  by  a large 
majority  to  build  a more  commodious  house  of  worship  about 
three  miles  down  the  same  road  so  as  to  be  more  accessible 
to  the  larger  body  of  worshippers.  Unfortunately  this  gave 
offence  to  a few  families  in  the  upper  portion  of  the  congre- 
gation, who  drew  off  and  were  formed  by  Presbytery  into 
another  church,  called  after  the  old  Newhope  Church.  In  fact 
it  consisted  of  the  original  members  of  that  church.  This  was 
soon,  however,  merged  into  the  Bishopville  Church. 

Salem,  Blag  River. — Their  former  minister.  Rev.  Robert 
Anderson,  obliged  to  travel  for  his  health,  occasionally  visited 
his  former  flock.  In  1820  on  one  of  these  visits  he  preached 
to  them  twice,  although  his  state  of  health  and  bodily  suffer- 
ings, if  consulted,  would  not  have  admitted  it.  Again,  in  his 
continued  travels  for  his  continually  increasing  maladies,  he, 
for  the  last  time,  visited  them,  but  his  lips  as  a public  ambas- 
sador, were  scaled,  although  on  his,  as  it  were,  dying  couch, 
when  permitted  by  a most  distressing  cough,  he  ceased  not 
to  speak  in  behalf  of  his  Heavenly  Master,  to  the  few  that 
visited  him.  In  the  Spring  of  1821  he  left  them,  returned 
home  and  was  happily  released  from  all  his  mortal  sufferings. 
The  Rev.  Thomas  Alexander  continued  to  minister  to  this 
church,  in  connection  with  Mount  Zion,  until  the  23d  of 
March,  1826.  The  Presbytery  of  Harmony  held  its  sessions 
at  the  church  at  that  time.  Letters  were  received  from  the 
Rev.  Thomas  Ale.xander  and  the  congregation  of  Salem  and 
Mount  Zion,  e.xpressing  their  mutual  desire  to  have  the  pas- 
toral relation  between  them  dissolved.  The  prayer  of  the 
petition  was  granted  and  the  congregations  were  declared 
vacant.  A call  from  Salem  for  the  ministerial  labors  of  Wil- 
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20-1K50.]  MIDWAY  AND  DKUINGTON. 

im  J.  Wilson,  probationer,  was  received,  read,  presented  lo 
m and  accepted.  On  Sabbath  morning  Mr.  Wilson  was 
.dained  in  connection  with  Wm.  Brearle\\  whose  ordination 
ad  been  called  for  by  Zion  Church,  Winnsboro’.  John 
arrinQ'ton  preached  from  i Tim.  4,  6.  “ 'Fake  heed  unto 

yself  and  unto  the  doctrine,  continue  in  them,  for  in  doing 
lis  thou  shalt  both  save  thyself  and  them  that  hear  thee.” 
he  Rev.  John  Joice  made  the  ordination  prayer  and  de- 
/ered  the  charge  from  Ephes.  3,8.  ‘‘Unto  me  also,  who  are 
ss  than  the  least  of  all  Saints,  is  this  grace  given,  that  I 
lould  preach  among  the  Gentiles  the  unsearchable  riches  of 
hrist.”  Mr.  Wilson  was  installed  pastor  of  the  church  of 
dem  B.  R,  after  which  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Sup- 
sr  was  administered.  The  ministry  of  this  worthy  young 
an  of  whom  we  have  spoken  before  was  a brief  one.  He 
ied  on  the  23d  of  June,  1826.  Application  was  made  to 
resbytery  for  a supply  in  November,  and  the  Rev.  John 
ascom  of  the  Cayuga  Presbytery,  being  present,  consented 
» serve  the  church  for  the  following  winter.  The  Rev.  R. 
/.  James  had  been  released  from  the  pastoral  charge  of  the 
lurches  of  Bethel  and  Indian  d own,  and  was  installed  in  due 
inn  pastor  of  this  church  at  an  extra  meeting  of  Presbytery 
11  the  i6th  of  July,  1828. 

The  names  of  the  Ruling  Elders  in  1825,  were  William 
lills,  John  McFadden,  George  Cooper,  VVilliam  Wilson, 
/illiam  Bradley  and  John  Shaw. 

The  whole  number  of  white  communicants,  44  ; of  black, 
5 Total,  89. 

Midway  and  Bruington. — The  Rev.  John  Cousar  who 
D'umenced  his  pastoral  labors  in  the  Midway  Church  early 
i 1809,  continued  to  serve  the  churches  in  connection 

*In  the  cemetery  of  Salem  Church  is  found  the  following  inscription 
Inch  marks  the  resting;  place  of  a youn.i*'  minister  who  came  here 
irly  in  the  history  of  our  country  fri-m  the  iS'orth  of  Ireland.  He  was 
I'st  buried  near  the  former  church  edifice,  but  about  forty  years  ago  his 
ilies  were  removed  to  their  p re.se nt  location. 

“ Sacred  to  the  memory  of  the  Rev.  James  ^McClelland,  a licentiate  of 
le  Presbyterian  Church,  who  in  the  providence  of  Cfod  was  called  to 
reach  his  last  sermon  in  this  place.” 

A respect  for  the  Christian  Ministry  and  the  ashes  of  a stranger 
iduced  Salem  congregation  to  erect  this  monument  to  his  remem- 
rance. 

“ The  dead  shall  be  rai.sed  incorruptible.’’ 

1829. 
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tlirough  this  period.  Midway  Church  is  representt'd  to  have 
been  in  a flourishing  condition  for  many  years.  About  the 
year  1827  some  twenty  members  of  this  church  went  off  and 
formed  Harmony  Church,  under  the  pastoral  care  of  Rev. 
John  McEwen. 

Midway  reported  86  communicants  in  1826,  13  of  whom 
were  received  within  the  preceding  year,  and  108  members  in 

1828,  22  of  whom  were  received  within  the  year;  in  1829,  141 
members.  60  of  whom  had  been  received  on  examination. 
Bruington  reported  52  members  in  1826,  and  6l  in  1828,  12 
of  whom  had  been  added  the  last  year  ; in  1829,  1 14  members, 
40  of  whom  had  been  added  on  examination. 

Chesterfield  Courthouse.  — The  following  churches. 
Chesterfield,  Pine  Tree  and  Sandy  Run,  appear  in  the  statis- 
tical tables  in  the  Assembly’s  minutes  to  be  connected  some- 
times with  the  Presbytery  of  Harmony  and  sometimes  with 
the  Presbytery  of  Fayetteville.  This  was  by  a mutual  agree- 
ment between  the  two  Presbyteries.  The  church  being  an- 
swerable to  the  Presbytery  of  iis  pastor.  Chesterfield  and 
Pine  Tree,  are  reckoned  to  the  Presbytery  of  Harmony 
in  1819,  among  its  vacant  churches,  whereas  Chesterville, 
Pine  Tree  and  Sandy  Run  had  been  reckoned  to  P'ayetteville 
in  1818.  as  they  also  are  in  1820.  Pine  Tree  and  Sandy  Run 
was  with  the  Presbytery  of  Fayetteville  in  1822,  as  is  also 
Hopewell  in  South  Carolina.  Pine  Tree  and  Sandy  Run  are 
with  Fayetteville  in  1825.  PineTree  is  with  Fayetteville  in  1828, 
John  McFarland  the  supply.  Soalsoin  1829.  In  1830  John  Mc- 
P'arland,  S.  S..  of  PineTre^  and  Chesterfield,  are  assigned  to 
Harmony,  and  Chesterfield  Courthouse  is  his  postoffice.  In 
1831  it  is  the  same.  The  probability  is  that  the  churches  in 
Chesterfield  District  and  those  in  corresj)onding  localities  are 
very  much  one  in  race,  and  that  it  has  often  been  easier  to 
obtain  an  acceptable  supply  from  the  Presbytery  of  Fayette- 
ville than  from  the  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina. 

The  Rev.  John  McFarland  appeared  before  the  Presbytery 
of  Harmony  at  its  meeting  at  Mount  Zion  Church  in  October, 

1829,  and  was  received  into  this  body  by  a dismission  and 
recommendation  from  the  Presbytery  of  Fayetteville.  At 
the  same  meeting  he  sought  the  opinion  and  advice  of  Pres- 
bytery in  a certain  case  of  difficulty  which  h id  presented 
itself  in  his  pastoral  labors.  The  postoffice  address  of  Mr. 
Jno.  McPTirland  was  Chesterfield  Courl hoa se,  an  I this  pro- 
bably was  the  central  point  of  his  labors. 
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Pink  Tkek. — This  church  associated  witli  Sandy  Run. 
-ontinued  to  report  to  tlie  Presbytery  of  Fayetteville  from 
1814,  as  is  sliown  by  tlie  preceding  pages.  'Their  united 
inembersiiip  in  1826,  1827,  is  stated  to  be  100;  in  1829,  125. 
They  were  under  tlie  pastoral  care  of  the  Rev.  John  IP 
McFarland  as  tlie  successor  of  Rev.  Colin  Mclver.  Tradi- 
tion says  this  took  place  in  1814,  but  probably  it  may  have 
been  somewhat  later.  His  name  is  not  recorded  as  among 
the  ministers  of  Fayetteville  Presbytery  in  1814.  In  the 
roll  in  the  minutes  of  1819,  he  is  set  down  as  the  minister  ot 
Chesterfield,  Pine  Tree  and  Sandy  Run.  Many  of  his  hearers 
could  only  understand  the  Gaelic,  which  was  stdl  spoken  in 
their  families,  and  he  was  accustomed  to  preach  in  both  Ian 
guages,  the  Gaelic  and  tlie  English,  when  ministering  among 
his  people.  He  continued  to  serve  the  Pine  Tree  Church 
through  this  decade. 

Little  Pee  Dee — In  the  year  1821,  Duncan  Mclntire, 
Sent*.,  came  from  Scotland  to  this  community  and  having 
obtained  a partial  educ.ation  in  Scotland,  pursued  his  studies 
in  the  country  with  a view  to  the  .sacred  ministry.  He  was 
received  under  the  care  of  the  Fayetteville  Presbytery,  and 
was  licensed  about  the  year  1826.  He  preached  in  the  com- 
munity, at  the  house  of  Mr  Alexander  Campbell,  about  two 
years,  and  organized  the  church,  now  bearing  the  name  of 
Little  Pee  Dee,  consisting  of  forty  or  fifty  members  and  one 
elder,  Malcom  Carmichael,  Sr.  He  preached  for  a year  or 
more  to  this  church,  then  removed  to  Moore  Co.  N.  C..  to 
take  charge  ot  a small  church  to  which  lie  was  invited.  Mr. 
Mclntire  was  greatly  esteemed,  and  his  preaching  was  charac- 
terized by  great  fervour  and  point.  He  preached  also  in 
Gaelic  for  the  benefit  of  that  part  of  the  flock  who  used  only 
that  language.  Mr.  Mclntire  and  the  late  Archibald 
McQueen  were  associated  in  the  ministry  over  several 
churches  at  tliat  time,  and  on  Mr.  Mclntire’s  departure  he  re- 
quested Mr.  McQueen  to  supply  this  church  as  often  as  pos- 
sible. Mr.  ?>IcQueen  then  preached  to  this  church  once  a 
month,  on  a week  day  for  about  nine  months.  Thus  this  in- 
fant church  was  not  cared  for  during  this  decade. 

Red  Bluff  .and  Sharon  Churche.s. — We  have  spoken  of 
these  on  preceding  pages.  Rev.  Malcom  McNair,  of  Fay- 
etteville Presbyter)',  was  officiating  as  pastor  of  Red  Bluff,  in 
connection  with  Center,  Ashpole  and  Laurel  Hill.  He  died 
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August  4,  1822.  when  tliese  churches  became  vacant  and 
continued  so  until  August  2d,  1828,  when  Duncan  Mclntire 
was  installed  as  their  pastor.  He  preached  for  them  but  a 
short  time — the  relation  was  dissolved  December  25th,  1829. 
[MSS.  of  Rev.  J.  A.  Cousar.] 

IDarlington. — The  Presbyterian  Church  of  Darlington  was 
organized  by  a Committee  of  Harmony  Presbytery  on  the 
17th  of  November,  1827.  The  church,  when  constituted, 
consisted  of  eighteen  members.  P"our  Ruling  Elders  were 
elected,  viz:  Mr.  Gavin  Witherspoon,  who  had  served  in  the 
capacity  of  elder  in  Aimwell  Church,  Marion  District ; Messrs. 
Samuel  Wilson,  Murdock  McLean  and  Daniel  Dubose. 

The  Rev.  John  Harrington  was  the  first  Presbyterian  min- 
ister who  occasionally  preached  in  the  courthouse  at  Dar- 
lington, and  prepared  the  way  lor  the  religious  society  which 
afterwards  was  formed  into  a church. 

Through  his  instrumentality  a church  edifice  was  erected 
seven  miles  east  of  the  village  of  Darlington.  This  enterprise 
was  subsequently  abandoned,  and  the  Presbyterian  interests 
concentrated  in  the  village  where  the  church  now  stands — 
the  only  church  at  present  (1853)  of  the  Presbyterian  denom- 
ination in  the  district. 

The  present  commodious  building  was  erected  by  the  libe- 
rality of  the  few  Presbj’terians  in  the  place,  aided  by  members 
of  the  Methodist  and  Baptist  churches,  with  sundry  other 
citizens.  Subsequently,  by  the  agency  of  Rev.  R.  W.  Bailey, 
contributions  were  made  in  some  of  the  churches  of  Black 
River  for  the  full  completion  of  the  church  edifice. 

The  original  members  were  principally  from  Hopewell 
Church,  in  Marion  District,  and  were  regarded  as  a colony  or 
branch  of  that  church  ; and  for  several  years  there  existed 
much  intercommunion  between  its  members,  some  of  whom 
contributed  to  the  support  of  the  ministry  in  Darlington. 
P'or  many  years  the  two  churches  were  supplied  by  the  same 
ministers. 

The  names  feoresenting  the  principal  families  which  com- 
posed the  church  are  the  following  : Gavin  Witherspoon, 

Samuel  Wilson,  Daniel  DuBose,  Murdock  McLean,  Abner 
Wilson,  Robert  Killin,  John  Jackson,  Elizabeth  P>rvin,  James 
Ervin,  John  DuBose,  Rebecca  DuBose,  Mary  Law,  Jane 
Alexander. 

The  greater  part  of  the  original  members  were  descendants 
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.f  Scotch  and  Irish  Presbyterians,  and  of  the  P^rench  Hugue- 
;Ots,who  loved  the  church  of  their  fathers  in  its  purest  forms 
(T  doctrine,  discipline  and  government. 

The  session  held  its  first  meeting  on  the  19th  of  November, 
827,  when  Dr.  McLean  was  chosen  clerk  of  the  session, 
lev.  N.  R.  Morgan,  a member  of  Harmony  Presbytery,  was 
:hosen  their  mini.ster.  to  serve  them  as  a stated  supply,  in 
onnection  Avith  the  Hopewell  Church,  which  relation  con- 
inued  until  the  close  of  the  year  1832.  when  he  removed  to 
he  State  of  Alabama.  [MSS.  of  Rev.  VVm.  Bearley.] 

1 The  Presbyterian  Church  in  Cheraw. — In  the  year  1819 
I ome  enterprising  individuals,  mostly  from  the  Northern 
hates,  Scotland  and  Ireland,  were  induced  to  settle  at  the 
lead  of  navigation  on  Pee  Dee  River,  witii  the  view  of  build- 
ng  a city.  A company  of  some  eight  persons  purchased  the 
ract  of  land  which  is  now  the  site  of  the  Town  of  Cheraw. 

In  1823  or  1824  the  new  settlers,  mostly  young  and  un- 
Inarried  men,  made  a subscription  of  $600  and  employed  the 
Rev.  N.  R.  Morgan,  of  North  Carolina,  a Presbyterian,  to 
become  the  clergyman  of  the  new  settlement.  It  is  believed 
hat  not  one  of  the  persons  who  were  engaged  in  this  move- 
nent  was  a professor  of  religion. 

! Mr.  Morgan  officiated  at  first  in  the  old  “ King’s  Church” — 
St.  David’s — that  had  been  built  by  royal  bounty  in  Colonial 
Smes.  Among  the  old  settlers  there  were  a few  Episcopalians 
Dll  the  east  side  of  the  river,  in  Marlborough  District,  and 
perhaps  a scattered  few  in  Chesterfield. 

I As  the  prospects  of  the  town  brightened  the  Episcopalians 
claimed  the  church  building  as  “ heirs  presumptive.”  and  after 
some  ineffectual  struggles  the  Presbyterians  withdrew,  as  did 
also  the  Baptists,  who  had  for  many  years  used  the  church  as 
a preaching  station. 

Mr.  Morgan’s  adherents  were  called  Presbyterians,  went 
to  considerable  expense  in  repairing  the  old  church  edifice, 
which  they  found  in  a ver)’ dilapidated  and  ruinous  condition. 

From  their  citizenship,  and  disbursements  upon  the  church, 
they  considered  their  title  to  the  building  paramount  to  all 
others,  and  were  disposed  to  exclude  traveling  preachers, 
especially  the  Baptists,  who  regarded  their  prescriptive  rights 
as  better  than  the  claims  of  the  new  comers. 

The  contention  at  times  resulted  in  scenes  that  were  obnox- 
ious to  the  charge  of  indecorum,  at  least  on  the  Sabbath  dav. 
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On  one  Sabbath  a public  appointment  was  made  for  a Bap- 
tist preacher,  without  the  consent  or  knowledtjje  of  Mr.  Mor- 
gan, and  when  his  friends  were  apprised  of  it,  they  determined 
to  have  a struggle  for  the  pulpit. 

In  the  morning  one  of  Morgan’s  men  was  stationed  on  an 
eminence  at  some  distance  from  the  church,  by  the  cannon  of 
the  town,  with  a lighted  match  in  his  hand  ready  to  make  a 
quick  and  loud  report  if  the  Morgan  party  were  victorious. 
The  hour  for  preaching  found  Morgan’s  men  in  possession  of 
the  avenues  to  the  pulpit,  and  when  they  opened  their  column 
to  let  him  pass  up,  the  white  handkerchief  was  waived — the 
concerted  signal — and  bang  went  the  gun  ! 

After  the  Presbyterian's  withdrew  from  Episcopal  founda- 
tions and  Baptist  invasions,  they  had  more  peaceable  times. 

Mr.  Morgan  then  conducted  his  public  religious  services 
on  Sabbath  in  the  “ upper  room  of  the  Male  Academy,  a 
spacious  building  that  had  been  erected  by  the  proprietors 
and  citizens  of  the  place. 

After  Mr.  Morgan’s  removal,  say  in  1826,  the  Rev.  Urias 
Powers,  a missionary  from  a Presbyterian  Society  in  Charles- 
ton, succeeded  him.  Mr.  Powers  continued  to  officiate  in  the 
upper  room  ” till  the  present  church  edifice  of  the  Presby- 
terians was  so  far  finished  as  to  afford  a shelter  to  his  little  flock. 

On  the  lOth  of  March,  1828,  he  organized  a Presbyterian 
Church,  consisting  of  twenty  members,  most  of  whom  are 
now  (1853)  dead,  and  the  few  survivors  have  emig.’-ated,  every 
one  to  the  West  and  South.  The  loth  day  of  April,  1830,  is 
the  earliest  date  of  our  regular  church  records.  [MSS.  of  J. 
C.  Coit.] 

Boiling  Springs  (Barnwell  District.) — It  is  the  testimony 
of  Dr.  Hagood,  elder  of  the  church  at  Barnwell  C.  H.,  that 
a Mr.  Weeks  preached  in  a church  built  by  a Mrs.  Stone  in 
Dr.  Hagood’s  youth,  before  the  church  at  Boiling  Springs 
was  built.  This  last  church  was  built  in  1824.  The  other 
church  was  given  by  Mrs.  Stone  to  the  Baptists.  But  the 
religious  condition  of  this  community  will  be  better  under- 
stood from  the  following  extract  from  a letter  of  the  Rev. 
Samuel  H.  Hay  to  the  author  : 

Ca.mdex,  September  17th,  1878. 

4/?/  dear  Dr  Ilou'e: 

I received  your  letter  yesterday  evening,  and  hasten  to  yive  you 
whatever  information  I have  with  reference  to  the  organization  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Boiling  Springs,  and  the  building  of  a house  of 
worship  at  Barnwell  C.  H. 
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]5oiliu^  Sj)rin^s  was  a little  vi]la<^e,  consistiufi'  of  a few  faniilies,  which, 
owed,  whatever  importance  it  had,  to  its  heal thfulji ess,  and  to  its  hav- 
ing been,  for  many  years,  the  seat  of  a tlonrishiipr  academy.  My  father 
bcaaii  its  settlement  by  makinp;  it  his  place  of  abode  about  the  year 
1S20.  I remember  tb.at  ministers  from  New  Enalaml  visited  the  })iace, 
from  time  to  time,  when  1 was  a child,  and  were  my  father’s  iiuests. 
They  preached  in  the  academy.  About  1827  or  1828,  Mr.  Samuel  V. 
3Iarshall  a Kentuckian,  a {iraduate  of  Princeton,  a licentiate,  laooured 
for  some  time  at  Boilin^^  Springs.  His  preaching  was  blest  and  several 
were  hopefully  converted.  I)r.  Ta-lmage  then  pastor  of  the  church  at 
Augusta,  Ga  , visited  the  place,  received  some  into  the  church  upon  i>ro- 
fesson  of  faith  and  administered  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  supper, 
A comfortable  house  of  worship  was  erected  a short  time  after  this, 
and  was  irregularly  supplied  by  ministers  from  al)road.  Kev.  Pldward 
Palmer,  pastor  of  Stony  Creek  Church  for  several  years,  visited  Boil- 
ing Springs  and  preached  and  administered  the  sacrament  there.  He 
receivec.!  me  as  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  This  was  done 
by  a kind  of  evangelistic  authority,  as  is  the  case  when  no  organized 
church  as  yet  exists- 


CHAPTER  IV. 

Columbia. — The  affairs  of  this  church  moved  on  with  re- 
gularity till  the  beginning  of  this  decade.  The  session  being 
much  reduced  by  the  death  of  its  members,  it  was  re.solved 
to  nominate  V,  D.  V.  Jamieson,  M.  D.,  and  Mr.  William  Law 
as  candidates  to  fill  the  office  of  Ruling  Elder.  This  nomin- 
ation made  bv  the  still  existing  session,  being  confirmed  by  a 
vote  of  the  members,  they  were  solemnly  set  apart  by  ordina- 
tion on  the  8th  of  July,  1820.  Dr.  Jamieson  had  been  elec- 
ted in  1804  to  the  legislature  from  Orange  Parish.  He  was 
returned  again  in  1818,  his  consent  being  first  obtained,  he 
was  inducted  into  the  eldership.  He  resided  at  one  time  in 
'the  neighborhood  of  Orangeburg,  again  in  St.  Mathews  Parish, 
but  had  been  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Col- 
umbia since  1805.  The  term  for  which  Dr.  Henry  was  elec- 
ted was  to  expire  on.  the,  1st  of  November,  1821.  On  the 
2!8th  January  it  was  unanimously  agreed  to  renew  the  en- 
gagement for  a second  term  to  begin  with  the  first  of  the  next 
November, 

About  this  period  the  plan  began  to  be  formed  of  building 
•a  parsonage.  The  lot  immediately  in  front  of  the  church  was 
•secured  at  a cost  of  $1,000,,  contracts  were  entered  into  for 
erecting  a suitable  building  o.f  brick  upon  it,  the  whole  cost 
of  the  building  and  lot  was  considerably  over  $8,000,  and 
after  all  that  could  be  raised  by  subscription  an  incubus,  of 


V,- 


r, ’ \ ^ y , t V 15/  '. ;V (//1 1 

"^■■■^‘«^{;t,\  i'/®,  l«i  ttmfi  <j^Vrf ^(lulMi^'dl 

to'  tiyuflM  t 

u m^p^yuimma 

hm^h  >Aiil 

''■  , . . (fil  y hf;/i.tt  luiu  Sjictitfj 


-■;•'!_  fh'4V/  UO  ^>JlT^--lAiaMS 

1 Vl.iBV.r.I.w^^u.*  M*j  1 AA/t  '•:i!^-i,.»4!(tfl»i‘fltl  il?/*  *i.ll.«-'  #'?A*iWiLfc«  t2  .^.it,  ^'^..i  I.L  iL  li.' _ A.i. 


Vi <;..,!  .M  .V  .CJt'-,-)V  »J£jHii;^n6 

ilflflX'  HBl'  ili 

r,: 

,'a-j  ijiU  tti!^m'^*»'lii|i,;  j|'(^ 


f‘ i •iswj'jh A;*.i*/*#«*  >l.'t  O' * ^ ^ U .jf^i^''i£«' li  _'  ' ■ . 


ni,  jfrm  sH  .(j<rIfi*iobl»  self'  o5f<i 


■ O",.  «r*r»  14*V««|  »»  a(Cfl(]i  ^ 

. 

rbf  nh'Sf  i|' 


rOLUMHl  A. 


[lS20-lSo0. 


35() 

debt  was  left  resting'  upon  the  congregation  which  was  a vex- 
atious trouble  for  a considerable  time. 

As  Mr.  Henry’s  second  term  of  service  drew  near  its  close, 
a meeting  of  the  members  and  pewholders  was  called  to  enter 
into  an  election  of  a pastor.  This  meeting  was  moderated  by 
the  Rev.  Robert  Means.-  Mr.  Henry  was  renominated  fora 
third  triennial  period  and  was  elected  by  a majority  of  twenty- 
eight  votes.  His  salary  was  reduced  to  $1,500  with  the  use 
of  the  parsonage.  Mr.  Henry  saw  fit  for  various  reasons  to 
decline  the  call,  and  accordingly  sent  his  letter  of  resigna- 
tion to  a meeting  of  the  congregation  held  on  the  9th  of  De- 
cember, 1823,  which  resignation  was  accepted  by  the  con- 
gregation. In  connection  with  this  resignation,  Mr.  Law  re- 
signed the  office  which  he  held  as  Ruling  Elder,  and  with- 
drew from  active  duties  until  invited  to  resume  them  in  the 
year  1831.  On  the  i6th  of  December,  1823  the  Rev  Robt. 
Means  was  chosen  as  a temporary  supply  for  the  pulpit. 

Thus  terminated  the  connection  of  Dr.  Henry  with  this 
church,  which  had  continued  ior  a period  of  five  years  and 
two  months.  Notwithstanding  some  notes  of  opposition  in  the 
latter,  part  of  his  stay  which  resulted  in  his  separation  from 
the  churchj  it  cannot  be  questioned  that  his  labours  were 
much  blessed,  and  the  church  much  enlarged  through  his  in- 
strumentality. Seventy  memibers  had  been  admitted  during 
the  period  of  his  ministry  for  the  larger  number  of  whom 
were  received  upon  profession  of  their  faith. 

On  the  5th  of  January,  1824,  Mr.  Means  consented  to 
serve  as  a temporary  supply,  and  on  the  3d  of  March,  was 
elected  pastor  for  the  term  of  three  years.  The  following 
persons,  Thomas  Wells,  M.  D.,  James  Young,  and  Robert 
Mills.  were  elected  and  ordained  as  elders,  and  took  their 
seats  in  session  for  the  first  time  on  the  I2th  of  June,  1824. 

The  debt  incurred  in  building  the  parsonage  had  never 
been  liquidated.  It  was  sold  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Means  and  has 
passed  as  private  property  into  other  hands. 

The  division  of  the  burial  ground  into  lots  and  the  sale  of 
them  was  the  occasion  of  animosities  not  soon  allayed,  but  it 
has  prevailed,  except  to  those  unable  to  pay,  till  the  present 
day.  It  gave  rise  to  a suit  in  law  against  the  church,  which 
by  the  decision  of  C.  J.  Cclcock,  judge,  was  decided  in  its 
favor. 

On  the  third  of  June,  1825,  letters  of  dismission  were  given 
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>y  the  Session  to  Zebiilon  Rudolph,  one  of  the  Ruling  El- 
lers, to  connecr  himself  with  the  Baptist  Church.  The  term 
or  which  Mr.  Means  was  elected  expiring  in  March,  1827,  a 
neeting  was  held  of  the  members  and  pew  holders  on  the 
igth  of  May,  1826,  in  anticipation  of  it.  By  the  nomination 
)f  the  Session,  Mr.  Means  was  duly  re-elected  for  a second 
erm.  The  salary  was  fixed  at  ^1,500  with  what  the  pew 
ents  should  yield  beyond,  provided  it  should  not  exceed 
i2,000.  This  call  Mr.  Means  saw  fit  to  decline.  The  Session 
vere  instructed  to  obtain  temporary  supplies,  and  the  Rev. 
ohn  Rennie  was  invited  by  them  and  took  charge  in  this 
:apacity  on  the  first  Sabbath  in  June,  1827.  Mr.  Rennie  was 
;lected  pastor  on  the  25th  of  October  following,  at  a salary 
)f  i^i.SOO. 

On  the  8th  of  November,  1828,  a deed  of  gift  of  a lot  of 
and  was  executed  by  Col.  Abraham  Blanding,  for  the  pur- 
)Ose  of  erecting  a Lecture  and  Sabbath  School  Room.  A 
)rick  building  forty  feet  by  twenty-three  feet  and  one  story 
n height  was  erected  thereon  at  a cost  of  $800,  which  was 
:ompleted  and  occupied  in  the  early  part  of  1829. 

At  the  annual  meeting  on  May  ii,  1829,  the  Sabbath 
ichool  was  taken  under  the  care  of  the  Corporation  and  a 
:ommittee  of  five  was  appointed  to  direct  it  and  to  report 
innually.* 

Bethesda  Church  (Camden.) — This  church  had  been  for 
;ome  time  vacant.  At  a meeting  held  on  the  20th  of  Janu- 
iry,  1820,  it  was  resolved  to  employ  the  Rev.  Austin  Dickin- 
son, who  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  a graduate  of  Dartmouth 
liollege  in  1813,  who  was  educated  partly  at  Princeton  in 
1818,  and  at  Andover,  to  su[>ply  the  pulpit  for  the  winter. 
He  labored  with  great  acceptance  to  the  congregation,  and 
:iis  services  were  followed  by  the  divine  blessing.  He  after- 
wards established  himself  in  New  York  where  he  conducted, 
as  its  editor,  the  National  Preacliej'.  In  1831  he  visited 
England,  chiefly  for  the  recovery  of  his  health,  and  as  the 
companion  of  Rev.  Mr.  Nettleson.  and  preached  nearly  every 
Sabbath.  His  last  enterprise  was  an  endeavor  to  enlist  the 
secular  press  in  communicating  religious  intelligence  and 


*The  Female’s  Auxiliary  Missionary  Society  of  this  church  contribu- 
ed  to  the  S.ynodical  Missionaiy  Society  in  182U,  $I0('.  The  whole  con- 
tributions of  the  church  to  that  Society  duriny  this  year  was  SOlo.olb 
Third  Annual  Report  of  .said  Society,  January,  1823. 
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exerting  its  influence  in  favor  of  truth,  virtue  and  true  happi- 
ness. He  was  not  ordained  until  1826.  He  therefore  was 
but  a licentiate  when  he  preached  in  Camden.  In  the  midst 
of  his  efforts,  through  the  secular  press,  which  attracted  at- 
tention by  the  direct, graphic  and  impressive  style  in  which  he 
clothed  his  thoughts,  he  was  smitten  by  death  on  the  14th 
of  August,  1849,  59th  year  of  his  age.  He  was  ear- 

nestly entreated  to  settle  in  Camden,  but  ill  health  prevented 
any  stated  service  in  the  ministry.  His  “ life  was  one  long 
disease.” 

During  the  spring  of  1820,  the  church  was  visited  by  Rev. 
John  Joyce,  who  entered  into  a temporary  engagement  to 
supply  the  pulpit. 

After  some  months  the  congregation  increased  so  rapidly 
that  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  build  a larger  church  in  a 
more  central  situation.  On  the  20th  of  July,  1820,  Messrs, 
William  Ancrum,  Jas.  K.  Douglas  and  Ale.x.  Young  were 
elected  a building  committee.  At  a meeting  held  on  the 
1 2th  of  February,  1821,  the  Rev.  John  Joyce  was  unanimously 
invited  to  take  the  pastoral  charge  of  this  congregation  for 
three  \’ears,  at  a salary  of  ,$1200.  Mr.  Joyce  accepted  the  in- 
vitation on  condition  that  he  should  be  allowed  to  travel  dur- 
ing the  months  of  July,  August  and  September. 

At  a meeting  held  on  the  15th  of  December,  1822,  Mr. 
Joyce  resigned  his  charge,  in  accepting  which  resignation 
the  church  tendered  to  him  their  thanks  for  the  able,  elo- 
quent and  faithful  discharge  of  his  pastoral  duties  while  resi- 
dent with  them. 

About  this  time  the  church  was  finished  and  a neat  edifice 
it  was,  costing  $14,000.  All  the  arrangements  were  made  to 
meet  the  peculiar  views  of  Mr.  Joyce,  and  great  was  the  dis- 
appointment when  he  changed  his  purposes  and  did  not  re- 
turn to  occupy  the  building  expressly  erected  to  suit  his 
notions.  His  remark  that  a handsome  church  in  any  town, 
village  or  city,  gives  character  to  its  citizens,  however  true  it 
may  be,  did  not  seem  enough  to  justify  him  in  withdrawing' 
his  services  and  leave  the  unoccupied  edifice  to  speak  for 
itself. 

In  the  month  of  October,  1822,  the  church  vras  dedicated  to 
the  service  and  worship  of  Almighty  God,  by  the  Rev.  Wil- 
liam D.  Snodgrass  and  the  Rev.  S.  S.  Davis.  Mr.  Davis  con  - 
tinned  to  preach  for  some  months,  and  on  the  12th  of  January, 
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1823,  he  was  invited  to  take  the  pastoral  charge  of  the  con- 
;P-egation  for  one  year,  and  on  the  23d  of  September,  uS23, 
he  tendered  his  resignation,  to  take  effect  on  the  ist  of  Janu- 
ary, 1824. 

On  the  22d  of  June,  1823,  William  Ancrum  was  duly  elect- 
ed a Ruling  Elder  of  this  church.  After  other  unavailing 
efforts  had  been  made,  the  services  of  the  Rev.  R.  B.  McLeod, 
of  New  York,  were  obtained  for  one  year,  beginning  with  Feb- 
ruary, 1824.  On  the  29th  of  March,  1825.  Rev.  John  Joyce  was 
again  invited.  He  entered  on  his  labors  on  the  24th  of  April  in 
that  year,  and  remained  until  January  1827.  The  Rev.  Sam’l 
S.  Davis  was  again  elected  as  pastor  on  the  4th  of  February 
in  the  same  year,  but,  on  account  of  previous  engagements, 
was  not  able  to  accept  at  that  time.  During  the  interval  the 
pulpit  was  supplied  by  the  Rev.  Reynolds  Bascom,  who  had 
charge  of  the  female  school  in  Camden.  On  the  4th  of  No- 
vember, 1827.  the  Rev.  S.  S.  Davis  was  again  unanimously 
elected,  and  at  the  same  time  Daniel  L.  DeSaussure,  William 
Vernon  and  Dr.  Geo.  Reynolds  were  duly  elected  as  Ruling 
Elders  to  occupy  the  places  of  Mr.  Murray,  removed,  and  Dr. 
Alexander  and  Wm.  Lang,  Esq,  deceased. 

The  Rev.  S.  S.  Davis  accepted  the  call  to  the  pastoral 
charge  of  the  church,  entered  upon  his  duties  in  the  month 
of  January  1828,  and  continued  in  discharge  of  them  accepta- 
bly to  the  church  and  the  community  at  large. 

In  all  this  history  which  we  have  now  rehearsed  we  do  not 
see  the  usages  and  order  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The 
ministers  in  all  these  instances  were  hut  temporary  supplies. 
They  were  invited  by  the  people,  accepted  the  invitation  or 
declined  it,  entered  upon  their  charge  or  resigned  that  charge, 
without  any  intervention  of  Presbytery,  on  the  principle  of 
independency,  as  if  there  were  no  Presbytery  to  which  con- 
gregation, minister,  and  session  were  in  subjection,  and  with- 
out whose  intervention  no  pastoral  relation  can  be  ecclesias- 
tically constituted  or  terminated.  A principle  vital  to  true 
ecclesiastical  government,  and  contained  in  that  form  of  gov- 
ernment which  the  Westminster  standards,  and  indeed  those 
of  all  true  Presbyterian  Churches  of  other  countries,  set  forth. 

The  largest  membership  in  this  church  according  to  the 
statistical  tables  found  in  the  General  Assembly’s  minutes, 
during  this  decade,  was  si.xty-one,  in  the  years  1824-1825  ; 
the  smallest  forty,  in  the  year  1828.  The  average  member- 
ship was  a fraction  under  fifty. 
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Zion  Church  (VVinnsboro’.) — In  the  excitement  and  inter- 
ruption occasioned  by  the  psalmody  question,  Mr.  Ross 
thought  it  liis  duty  to  relinquish  his  charge  of  the  congre- 
gation. The  relation  was  dissolved  in  the  fall  of  1822.  The 
church  was  destitute  of  the  regular  means  of  grace  until  sup- 
plied by  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Synod  of  South  Caro- 
lina and  Georgia,  which  authorized  the  Rev.  John  McKinney, 
a licentiate  of  Carlisle  Presbytery,  Pennsylvania,  to  minister 
to  them.  This  was  in  November  1824.  After  having  served 
them  the  short  term  of  nine  months  he  returned  to  the  North. 
The  congregation  was  again  vacant.  Application  was  then 
made  to  the  Princeton  Seminary  for  a supply.  In  compliance 
with  this  request,  the  Rev.  William  Brearly  came,  and  began 
to  preach  December  i,  1825.  At  that  time  the  church  num- 
beied  fifty  members,  with  two  elders.  In  April  1826  Rev. 
William  Brearly  wns  unanimously  elected  pastor.  The  two 
eiders  were  Col.  Wm.  McCreight  and  Wm.  Robinson.  On 
the  23d  of  March,  1826,  a called  meeting  of  the  Presbytery 
of  Harmony  was  held  at  Salem  Church,  Black  River,  which, 
by  request  of  the  Moderator,  Rev.  John  Joyce,  was  opened 
by  Mr.  Brearly  by  a sermon  from  John  16  : 9 At  this  meet- 
ing he  was  received  from  the  care  of  the  Presbytery  of  New 
Brunswick,  N.  J.,  as  a probationer  under  the  care  of  Presby- 
tery. ‘‘  A petition  was  presented  in  behalf  of  the  churches 
of  Zion,  Salem,  L.  R.,  and  Airnwell,  praying  Presbytery  to 
ordain  Mr.  William  Brearly  as  a supply  among  them.”  ‘‘After 
taking  into  serious  consideration  the  destitute  situation  of  the 
above  churches  for  several  years  past,  and  their  declining 
state  for  want  of  the  regular  administration  of  the  ordinances 
of  the  gospel,  it  was  resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition 
be  granted,  and  that  Presbytery  proceed  to  the  examination 
of  Mr.  Brearly  with  a view  to  his  ordination.  Ordered  that 
Mr.  Brearly  deliver  a sermon  from  Matthew  6 • 10.  to-morro\v 
afternoon.”  [Minutes  of  Harmony  Presbytery,  Vol.  I,  p.  427.] 
A call  from  the  congregation  of  Salem,  L.  R.,  for  the  minis- 
terial labors  of  William  J.  Wilson  was  presented  to  Presby- 
tery at  the  same  meeting.  The  candidates  were  examined 
together  and  were  ordained  on  Sabbath  morning,  March  26, 
1826. 

On  the  2nd  of  November,  1828,  James  McCreight  was 
elected  an  elder  of  Zion  Church.  It  is  worthy  of  mention 
also  that  Rev.  John  McKinney,  Missionary  of  the  Synodical 
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ilissionary  Society,  had  filled  appointments  at  VVinnsboro’, 
>lem,  L.  R.,  and  Aimwcll.  Mr.  William  J.  Wilson  had  be- 
towed  all  his  appointments,  si.\'  in  number,  upon  Catholic, 
^oreb,  and  Beckhamsville.  [Minutes,  pp.  425,  426.] 

The  statistical  tables  of  the  General  Assembly  indicate  fifty- 
,ine  as  the  largest  number  of  communicants  in  Zion  (Winns- 
oro’)  Church  during  this  decade,  and  fifty- four  as  the  average. 
Salem  (Little  River)  shared  with  Zion  Church  in  the 
ibors  of-Rev.  Mr.  Ross  till  1822,  and  afterwards  in  those  of 
lev.  Mr.  Brearly  till  1829,  when  Robert  Means  became  its 
tated  supply.  It  is  noted  in  the  Asseinbl)'’s  Minutes  as 
acant  in  1826,  1827,  and  as  having  thirty  members.  Its 
■lembership  in  1829  was  thirty-three. 

Aimwell  Church,  on  Cedar  Creek. — About  1822,  Mr. 
toss  removed  to  Pendleton.  This  Church  remained  desti- 
iite  for  some  considerable  time,  after  which  it  was  supplied 
y Rev.  Mr.  McKinney  for  nearly  a year,  who  was  immedi- 
tely  succeded  by  Rev.  Mr.  Brearley,  who  began  preaching 
owards  the  close  of  December,  1825,  or  early  in  1826,  and- 
ave  to  the  church  one-fourth  of  his  time.  Its  membership 
/as  thirty-three  in  1829. 

Horeb  or  Mt.  Hokeb. — On  Crooked  River,  Fairfield, 
^rom  a memorandum  found  in  the  hands  of  one  of  the  elders 
/e  learn  that  there  was  an  election  of  elders  on  the  20th  of 
September,  1820,  that  John  Elliott  and  John  Brown  were 
rdained,  and  that  John  Hamilton,  who  was  also  elected  had 
een  before  ordained  in  another  branch  of  the  church.  The 
ast  record  of  baptisms  by  Dr.  Montgomery  was  on  the  13th 
•f  August,  1820.  The  Rev.  Wm.  Wilson,  a Missionary  of 
larmony  Presbytery,  began  to  preach  as  a supply  in  the 
ummer  of  1825,  and  Rev.  John  McKinney  also.  During 
he  year  1826,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Brearley  commenced  preaching 
)nce  a month.  On  the  27th  of  September,  1828,  John  Elliott 
vas  the  only  elder;  James  Brown  had  removed  to  the  West, 
ohn  Turnipseed  was  ordained  to  this  office;  about  this  time 
he  members  in  full  communion  were  about  twenty.  In  the 
itatistic  tables  appended  to  the  assembly’s  minutes,  the  largest 
nembership  is  thirty. 

Lebanon  and  Mt.  Olivet,  continued  under  the  same  pas- 
:orate,  that,  namely,  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  W.  Yongue,  until 
1828.  In  1829,  they  are  represented  in  the  Assembly’s 
:ables  as  vacant,  and  no  longer  associated  as  one  pastoral 
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charge.  Their  statistics  are  not  cfiven.  On  the  I2tli  of 
April,  1829,  the  Presbytery  of  Harmony  met  at  Mt.  Olivet 
church,  and  the  next  day  ordained  Mr.  Charles  LeRoy  Boyd 
(who  had  been  preaching  to  three  churches  since  his  licen- 
ture  on  the  i6tli  of  July,  1828.  by  the  order  of  Presbytery, 
and  at  the  request  of  the  churches),  as  pastor  of  the  united 
churches  of  Lebanon,  (Jacksons  Creek)  and  Mt.  Olivet. 

Rouse’s  version  of  the  Psalms  was  used  in  the  worship  of 
God.  Infants  were  baptised  when  offered  by  their  parents, 
whether  their  parents  were  in  full  communion  or  not.  But 
little  is  known  of  the  internal  affairs  of  the  church  for  the 
first  forty  years  of  its  existence.  The  traditional  account  is 
that  it  had  heretofore  experienced  no  extensive  revivals  of  re- 
ligion, a few  members  were  occasionally  added  ; the  plan  of 
instruction  on  the^sabbath  was  the  simple  preaching  of  the 
gospel.  There  was  occasional  examination  of  the  young  at 
private  houses,  with  but  little  pastoral  visitation;  there  were 
no  meetings  for  social  prayer,  except  what  was  implied  in  the 
usual  public  worship,  either  at  the  church  or  at  private  houses. 
When  Mr.  Younge  commenced  his  pastoral  labours  he  or- 
dained Messrs.  John  Turner,  David  Weir,  Joseph  Wiley. 
John  Dickey  and  John  Harvey  as  Ruling  Elders.  The 
number  of  communicants  at  this  time  was  about  seventy-five. 
David  Weir  was  succeded  by  his  son  of  the  same  name. 
Joseph  Wiley  by  Walter  Aiken,  John  Dickey  by  James  Mc- 
Crorey.  After  the  removal  of  John  Harvey  from  the  bounds 
of  the  congregation,  Messrs.  James  Harvey  and  Samuel  Gam- 
ble were  elected  Ruling  Elders.  Mr.  Yongue  ministered  to 
this  congregation  from  1795  to  1829.  a period  ofsome  thirty- 
four  years.  He  died  on  the  8th  of  November,  1830. 

Concord  Church. — (Fairfield.)  This  church  enjoyed  the 
pastoral  labour  of  Rev.  Robert  McCollough  in  connection 
with  the  Horeb  Church  for  one-half  his  time  until  his  death 
which  occured  on  the  7th  of  August,  1824,  in  th  the  sixty- 
fifth  year  of  his  age.  His  remains  are  interredin  the  burial 
ground  of  Catholic  Church,  Chester  District.  During  his 
connection  with  the  church,  there  were  added  to  the  elder- 
ship, Samuel  Penney,  James  Douglas,  Samuel  Banks,  Hugh 
Thompson,  and  Samuel  McCollough.  In  1825,  Concord  in 
connection  ,vith  Purity  Church,  preferred  a call  to  Rev.  Jas.  B. 
.Stafford,  a licentiate  of  the  Presbytery  of  Hanover  in  Virginia, 
but  a native  of  North  Carolina.  Upon  his  acceptance  of  their 
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ill,  the  way  for  which  had  been  thus  prepared  he  was 
rdained  and  installed  pastor  of  Concord  and  Purity  Churches. 
1 June  7th,  1825,  soon  after  his  connection  with  the  church, 
division  occured  in  consequence  of  his  introducin'^  and  sub- 
ituting  Watt’s  Psalms  and  Mymns,  in  the  place  of  Rouse’s 
ersion  of  David’s  Psalms.  Tliis  division  diminished  its 
Members  and  weakened  its  strength  for  some  time.''' 

Beaver  Creek. — The  name  of  the  Rev.  Geo.  McWhorter 
rho  was  the  pastor  of  the  churches  of  Beaver  Creek  and  Con- 
prd,  appears  no  more  on  the  records  of  Harmony  Presbytery 
fter  April  19,  1822.  He  was  dismissed  to  the  Presbytery  of 
beorgia.  The  congregation  of  Beaver  Creek  preferred  a call 
hr  the  ministerial  labors  of  Rev.  Horace  Belknap,  which  call 
eing  presented  to  him,  he  accepted.  A committee  was  ap- 
lointed  to  install  him,  but  tlie  committee  failed  to  perform 
heir  office,  of  which  failure  the  congregation  complained.  A 
etter  of  apology  was  addressed  by  the  Presbytery  to  the  con- 
u'egation.  Mr.  Belknap  seems,  however,  never  to  have  oc- 
aipied  their  ijulpit  as  pastor,  for  supplies  were  appointed  for 
t while  he  should  be  absentas  acommissioner  to  the  General 
Assembly,  which,  however,  he  failed  to  attend,  and  offered 
10  reason  therefor  which  satisfied  the  Presbytery.  His  instal- 
nent  never  occurred,  but  in  November,  1823,  he  obtained 
from  Presbytery  letters  commendatory  with  the  view  of  trav- 
eling beyond  their  bounds.*  During  the  Session  of  the 
Presbytery  at  Columbia  in  November,  1826,  the  Rev.  Robt.  B. 
Campbell  was  received  as  a licentiate  from  the  Presbytery  of 


* We  tinil  this  record  in  tlie  proceedings  of  Harmony  Presbytery 
March  ol,  182o  : “ A letter  from  a special  commiitee.  of  the  con- 

gregation of  Concord,  praying  to  l)e  transferred  to  the  Presbytery  of 
Bethel,  was  received  and  read.  Whereupon,  after  due  consideration, 
it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  be  granted,  and  that  the 
Congregation  of  Concord,  be  transferred  to  the  Presbytery  of  Bethel,  so 
far  as  to  pre.sent  a call  to  Mr.  Statford,  a member  of  that  Presbyteiy,  for 
a part  of  his  ministerial  labm’s,  and  to  make  their  report  to  said  Pres- 
bytery and  to  be  under  their  care,  so  long  as  they  may  continue  to  en- 
joy the  labors  of  Mr.  vStaifonl  as  their  pastor,  or  he  continue  to  be  a 
|ineniber  of  said  Presbytery.”  Minutes,  vol.  1,  p.  420. 

•Tresbytery  afterwards  became  exceedingly  dissatisfied  with  him  for 
his  neglect  of  ministerial  and  religious  duties,  and  sought  to  reacli  him 
with  their  fraternal  counsels  and  reproofs  in  Ids  distant  wanderings  in 
the  West.  He  is  said  to  have  abandoned  the  clerical  profession  and  to 
have  assumed  that  of  medicine. 
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South  Carolina.  He  was  ordained  at  Winnsboro’  on  the  19th 
of  December,  1826,  was  sent,  as  otliers  also  were,  as  a supply 
to  Beaver  Creek,  and  Mr.  Campbell,  from  December,  1828, 
for  half  his  time.  The  forty-first  regular  session  of  the  Pres- 
bytery of  Harmony  was  held  at  Beaver  Creek,  beginning  the 
5th  of  December,  1828. 

We  have  recorded,  in  the  earlier  portion  of  the  history  of 
this  decade,  the  creation  of  the  Presbytery  of  Bethel,  of  the 
restoration  of  the  churches  which,  for  a season  had  been  con- 
nected with  the  Presbytery  of  Concord  and  the  Synod  of 
North  Carolina,  of  subsequently  making  the  line  between 
North  and  South  Carolina  the  Northern  boundary  of  the 
Presbytery,  of  adding  to  it  the  districts  of  Lancaster  and 
Union,  and  the  Catholic  congregation  in  Chester,  and  we  now 
proceed  to  give  some  account  of  the  several  churches  which 
were  included  in  the  Presbytery  of  Bethel  after  these  changes 
were  effected. 

Catholic  Church. — This  church  is  fourteen  or  fifteen 
miles  from  Chester  Courthouse,  in  the  direction  of  Rocky 
Mount,  and  between  Rocky  Creek  and  Little  Rocky  Creek. 
The  Rev.  Robt.  McCulloch  continued  to  preach  to  this  people 
until  his  death,  on  the  7th  of  August,  1824,  in  the  65th  year 
of  his  age.  Of  his  general  character  we  have  spoken  in  the 
first  volume  of  this  history,  pp.  508,  600,  601,  602.  He  was 
for  a short  time  suspended  from  the  ministry,  viz,  in  the  year 
1800,  but  by  a petition  from  the  church  he  was  restored  to 
his  office,  and  enjoyed,  in  a remarkable  degree,  their  confi- 
dence. He  had  nine  children — six  daughters  and  three  sons. 
One  of  these  was  graduated  at  South  Carolina  College  in 
1831,  bcame  a lawyer,  and  removed  to  the  Northwest.  After 
Mr.  McCulloch’s  death,  the  church  was  for  sometime  without 
a pastor.  It  was  visited  by  the  Revi  Reynold  Bascom,  who 
was  a native  of  Massachusetts,  a graduate  of  William’s  Col- 
lege in  1 8 1 3,  and  afterwards  tutor.  He  received  his  educa- 
tion at  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Andover,  and  was  a 
missionary  employed  by  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Synod 
of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia.  They  were  next  visited  by 
Rev.  Wm.  J.  Wilson,  a native  of  Salem,  Black  River,  who,  on 
his  being  licensed  on  the  1st  of  April,  1825.  by  the  Presbytery 
of  Harmony,  was  directed  to  visit  various  destitutions. 
Mr.  Wilson  labored  here  for  a few  Sabbaths  with  great 
acceptance.  He  was  a young  man,  of  ardent,  humble  piety. 
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lit  of  a delicate  constitution.  He  soon  returned  to  the  place 
■f  his  nativity,  was  ordained  and  settled  in  the  ministry,  but 
oon  after  died.  He  was  succeeded  in  the  year  1826  by  the 
lev.  Kliezer  Brainard,  a native  of  Connecticut,  a graduate  of 
t^ale  in  1818,  and  of  Andover  in  1822.  He  was  sent  as  a 
lissionary,  and  for  this  service  he  was  well  qualified.  He 
ireached  at  this  church  and  Bethlehem  alternately.  He 
aught  the  negroes  by  oral  instruction  in  the  intervals  ot 
i^orship,  and  organized  a large  Bible  Class  among  the  whites, 
^e  held  communion  twice  in  the  year  in  both  churches.  All 
enominations  attended  his  worship,  and  would  gladly  have 
etained  him;  but  he  was  under  the  direction  of  the  Society 
hat  sent  him.  He  eventually  removed  to  Ohio,  where  he 
lied  in  1854,  aged  61.  This  year,  George  Brown,  Robert 
Dunn,  James  Harbison  (son  of  th.e  former  elder  of  that  name), 
i^ere  ordained  to  the  eldership.  He  was  succeeded  as  a mis- 
ionary  by  the  Rev.  John  LeRoy  Davies,  a native  of  Chester 
District,  who  received  ordination  as  an  evangelist  on  the  7th 
»f  June,  1827.  In  due  time  he  received  a regular  call  as  the 
lastor  of  this  church,  and  was  installed  as  such  on  the  3d  of 
)ctober,  1827.  He  was  a graduate  of  the  University  of 
'lorth  Carolina,  and,  also,  of  the  Princeton  Theological 
kminary.  The  entire  bench  of  elders  at  this  lime  consisted 
)f  James  Harbison,  John  Brown,  John  Bailey,  John  Brown,  Jr., 
ames  Ferguson,  George  Brown  and  Robert  Dunn. 

Hopewell  Church,  originally  a part  of  Catholic,  is  set 
lown  in  the  statistical  tables  as  vacant  in  1825  ; in  1826, 
[827,  1828  as  having  a stated  supply,  with  ten  members; 
md  in  1829  as  vacant,  with  twelve  members. 

Purity. — This  church  had  been  destitute  of  the  care  and 
abors  of  a pastor  for  some  two  years,  and  had  received  only 
Dccasional  supiilies.  In  the  fall  of  1821  they  were  visited  by 
James  Biggers  Stafford,  a licentiate  of  the  Presbytery  of 
Hanover,  Va.  They  entered  into  arrangements  with  him  to 
supply  them,  which  he  did  for  two  years,  in  connection  with 
a congregation  near  Beckhamville,  in  the  southeastern  part  of 
the  district,  some  twenty-four  miles  from  the  Courthouse, 
where,  also,  VVm.  J.  Wilson,  in  his  missionary  tour,  had 
visited  and  preached.  In  the  fall  of  1823  this  church,  in  con- 
nection with  Concord,  united  in  a call  to  the  Presbytery  of 
Concord,  N.  C..  at  that  time  holding  jurisdiction  over  these 
:hurches,  for  the  pastoral  services  of  Mr.  Stafford.  Presby- 
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tery  met  at  Purity  Ciuirch  on  the  yth  of  June,  1824,  when 
Mr.  Stafford  was  ordained  and  installed  the  joint  pastor  of 
these  churches.  Me  was  soon  after  united  in  marriai^e  vvit'n 
the  daughter  of  Robert  IRinna,  an  elder  in  Bethesda  Church, 
York  District,  and  became  thus  identified  with  our  people. 
He  was  boin  in  Rocky,  River  congregation,  in  North  Caro- 
lina. He  entered  Hampden  Sidney  College,  Va.,  in  1812,  was 
converted  there  in  the  re\dval  of  1814,  studied  theology  under 
the  direction  of  Mr.  Kilpatrick,  and  was  licensed  as  a proba- 
tioner, in  1818  or  1819,  by  the  Presbytery  of  Planover.  The 
church  enjoyed  great  harmony  and  moved,  on  prosperously 
through  the  remainder  of  this  period. 

On  the  1st  of  June,  1822,  Robert  VValher,  one  of  the  ruling 
elders,  departed  this  life,  at  the  age  of  76.  In  the  year  1828, 
James  McClintock  and  Abraham  White  were  ordained  as 
elders  in  this  church  and  congregation.  (History  of  Purity 
Church,  by  Rev.  John  Douglas,  1865  ; J.  B.  Davies’  History 
of  Bethel  Presbytery,  November,  1837.)  In  1825,  Purity 
Church  had  sixty-nine  communicants,  of  whom  ten  were 
received  that  year.  In  1828  the  united  membership  of  Purity 
and  Concord  was  i 20. 

Beckhamvillk. — This  is  a postoffice  village  in  the  south- 
eastern portion  of  Chester  District,  a station  often  visited  by 
our  missionaries  and  neighboring  ministers,  but  we  do  not 
learn  that  it  was  the  seat  of  an  organized  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Fishing  Creek. — This  church  still  enjoyed  the  faithful 
labors  of  the  Rev.  John  B.  Davies.  In  the  even  tenor  of  his 
days  there  are  naturally  but  a few  incidents  which  the  pen  of 
history  can  record.  He  was  active  and  diligent  in  his  work. 
He  was  blameless  in  his  life,  and  enjoyed  largely  the  con- 
fidence of  his  people.  The  eldership  of  this  church  embraced 
the  names  of  Hugh  Gaston,  Charles  Boyd,  Samuel  Lewis, 
James  E.  McFadden,  John  Boyd,  Wm.  Bradford,  Edward 
Crawford,  Dr.  Alexander  Rosborough,  and  John  Neely.  In 
June,  1827,  the  eldership  were  Charles  Boyd,  Samuel  Lewis, 
John  Boyd,  John  Neely,  PMward  Crawford,  William  String- 
fellow,  Robt.  Miller.  Alexander  Gaston,  John  H.  Gill.  Three 
of  the  former  names  have  disappeared,  and  three  new  names 
occupy  their  places.  Fishing  Creek  and  Richardson  together 
in  1825  had  202  communicants.  The  membership  of  F'ishing 
Creek  in  1820  was  162;  in  1822  it  was  170;  in  1830,  135. 
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during  the  ten  years  from  1820  to  1830,  67  members  had 
,€en  added  to  the  church  on  examination,  and  12  by  cer- 
ificate. 

Richardson,  or  Lower  Fishing  Creek,  embracing  in  the 
lircuit  of  its  congregation  the  northeast  corner  of  Chester 
3istrict,  still  remained  a part  of  Mr.  Davies’  charge.  Its 
‘Iders,  in  1820.  were  Alexander  Crawford,  Isaac  McFadden, 
r.,  and  Robt.  White.  Its  membership  in  i 828  was  thirty-three. 

Bullock’s  Creek. — Rev.  Aaron  Williams,  who  had  become 
)astor  of  this  church  in  1819,  continued  to  serve  it  in  this 
opacity  through  the  remainder  of  the  period  of  which  we 
low  write.  He  continued  also  to  minister  to  the  Salem 
diurch,  on  the  other  side  of  Broad  River,  in  York  District, 
vhich  had  been  so  long  associated  with  Bullock’s  Creek. 
These  two  churches  combined  under  one  pastorate,  reported, 
n 1825,  170  communicants,  eleven  of  whom  were  received 
vithin  the  twelve  months;  in  1826,  173,  seven  of  whom  were 
lewly  received  ; in  1828,  180,  nineteen  of  whom  had  been 
•eceived  during  the  year  preceding. 

Bethesda  (York).  — In  1820  its  present  house  of  worship 
vas  erected  at  a cost  of  $5,000.  This  was  the  third  in  “order 
T their  places  of  assemblage  (see  Vol.  I,  p.  515).  The 
)riuinal  tract  of  land  on  which  the  church  stands  was  donated 
:>y  John  B"ouderon,  who  lived  east  of  the  church  200  yards. 
To  these  seven  acres  have  been  added  five  bought  of  Richard 
Straight,  five  bought  of  John  Swann,  five  donated  by  Dr.  J. 
R.  Bratton,  and  five  donated  by  John  M.  Lindsay;  total, 
;wenty-seven  acres.  John  Swann,  Sr.,  father  of  the  above- 
lamed,  was  architect  of  the  first  building  on  the  present  site. 
Abner  Straight  and  Nathan  Moore  were  contractors  for  the 
Duilding  constructed  in  1820,  whilst  Dr.  John  S.  Bratton, 
Robt.  Cooper,  Jno.  Starr,  Samuel  Ramsey  and  Samuel  Moore 
were  Congregational  Committee  on  Building.  The  primeval 
forests  on  every  side,  two  e.xcellent  springs  near  at  hand,  a 
large  cemetery  enclosed  with  iron  railing  and  densely  popu- 
lated with  the  dead  ; a dozen  or  mor  tents  for  the  annual 
encampment,  as  practiced  for  sixty  years,  and  a large,  neat 
and  substantial  arbor,  having  capacities  for  two  thousand 
per.sons,  all  combined  to  declare  that  Bethesda  Church  was 
happily  located  for  its  purposes,  has  many  and  unusual 
facilities  for  accommodating  its  worshippers,  and  that  around 
it  must  hang  precious  and  sacred  memories  and  associations.” 
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The  Rev.  Robert.  B.  Walker  was  then  pastor  during  this 
decade.  He  had  passed  the  meridian  of  his  days,  but  he  was 
in  the  full  vigour  of  all  his  faculties,  the  beloved  and  revered 
pastor  of  this  large  and  growing  church. 

" Of  the  elders  of  this  church  the  following  were  appointed 
during  the  period  of  which  we  write.  John  M.  Lindsay  was 
a mail  of  great  energy  of  character,  and  an  earnest  minded 
Christian,  and  so  a very  prominent  and  efficient  elder,  to 
which  office  he  was  admitted  in  1824,  the  same  year  in  which 
he  professed  religion.  Having  spent  his  life  of  fifty-seven  years 
within  a few  miles  of  his  birth  place,  he  entered  into  his  hea- 
venly rest  December  4th,  1847.  One  of  his  sons  was  a dea- 
con in  the  church. 

“ Samuel  McNeel  served  only  four  years  in  the  eldership, 
being  elected  in  1824,  and  being  released  by  death,  April  4th 
1828.  at  the  age  of  fifty-two, 

James  S.  Williamson,  son  of  a former  elder,  was  enrolled 
among  the  eldership  in  1826;  with  much  earnestness  did  he 
discharge  the  duties  of  his  station  until  his  removal  to  Panola 
Co.,  Miss,  in  1846.” 

“ William  Wallace  was  appointed  to  this  office  in  1826. 
but  removed  to  Mississippi  about  1830.  He  was  a firm  and 
zealous  Christian,  and  is  remembered  for  his  official  fidelity,” 

This  chureh  and  community  has  throughout  its  history 
shown  g--eat  steadfastness  in  its  adherence  to  the  gospel. 
Allusion  has  been  made  to  this  on  a preceding  page.  ” The 
advent  of  John  L.  Davis,  a disguised  follower  of  Barton  W. 
Stone,  who  came  about  1818  and  remained  until  1825,  made 
no  permanent  impression  ; although  he  made  many  laborious 
and  insidious  efforts  to  instil  his  tenets,  which  were  only  ex- 
ploded errors  of  Socinianism,  into  the  minds  of  the  people,  he 
gained  none  to  become  his  followers.  They  had  been  too  well 
indoctrinated  and  had  too  much  affection  for  the  pure  gospel 
of  the  son  of  God,  to  be  seduced  to  deny  the  ‘ Divinity  of 
Christ,’  his  ‘vicarious  atonement,’  the  personality  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  ‘ original  sin.’  The  impressions  he  made  on  the 
minds  of  the  people  vanished  with  his  own  disgraceful  flight 
from  the  community  from  which  he  was  driven  by  popular 
indignation  against  his  corrupt  character  and  vicious  habits 
which  time  and  circumstances  had  unmasked  and  exposed. 

Of  the  ministers  of  the  gospel  who  entered  in  their  office 
during  this  decade  we  may  mention  the  “ Rev.  Lossing  Clin- 
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1)11,  son  of  William  Clinton,  who  completed  his  course  at 
outh  Carolina  College  in  1821.  In  the  outset  of  in’s  minis- 
y he  went  to  Georgia  where  he  laboured  and  died.  Me  has 
VO  brothers  who  are  prominent  lawyers,  but  from  them  the 
ritcr(Rev.  John  L.  Harris)  could  elicit  no 'Information. 
His  ministry  was  short  but  we  hav^e  reason  to  believe  very 
rfective.  MS.  history  of  Bethesda  church  by  Rev.  John 
L Harris  prepared  by  order  of  the  Synod  of  South  Carolina. 

Bethesda  had  in  1825,  one  hundred  and  ninety-three  com- 
punicants  of  whom  12  had  been  received  on  examination  in 
ne  last  year.  In  1826  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  commu- 
icants,  nine  of  whom  had  been  received  in  the  last  year.  In 
829,  one  hundred  and  ninety-four  communicants,  thirteen  of 
f whom  had  been  received  during  the  year. 

Ebenezer  Church  and  Unity  were  united  under  the 
astoral  care  of  Rev.  Josiah  Harris,  at  the  organization  of 
Bethel  Presbytery  in  1824.  The  average  membership  of 
hese  two  churches  during  this  decade  was  ninety-seven 
pmmunicants,  and  the  average  addition  of  new  members  was 
rom  four  to  five.  “In  September,  1827,  the  church  peti- 
ioned  Presbytery  for  a release  from  the  pastoral  charge  of 
heir  minister,  he  consenting,  the  relation  was  dissolved.  He 
Withdrew  from  the  Presb)derian  Church  probably  with  a view 
p a connection  with  the  Associate  Reformed  Presbytery. 

‘ I have  no  knowledge  ofhis  character  as  a preacher,  but  as  a 
teacher  I have  heard  him  spoken  of  in  terms  of  commenda- 
[ioii.  (Rev.  James  H.  Saye’s  semi-centennial  sermon.)  One 
third  of  the  time  of  Rev.  S.  L.  Watson  was  devoted  to 
this  church  in  1828.  Rev.  John  Douglas’  history  of  Steel 
Creek. 

Beersheba. — Th.e  Rev.  J.  S.  Adams  was  the  stated  supply 
to  this  church  in  connection  with  Bethel,  until  about  1823. 
durinL>  which  year  Rev.  .Samuel  Williamson  was  its  supply. 
The  ruling  elders  at  this  time  were  Wm.  Brown,  Sr.,  Jas. 
Dickey,  Jas.  Wallace,  Wm.  Caldwell,  Robt.  Allison  and  John 
S.  Moore.  The  first  session  of  the  Presbyteay  of  Bethel  was 
held  at  this  church  on  the  5th  of  November,  1824.  C\'rus 
[Johnston  had  accepted  a call  from  this  church  and  Yorkville 
while  yet  they  were  under  the  Presbytery  of  Concord.  The 
Presbytery  of  Bethel  adjourned  therefore  to  meet  at  six 
o’clock  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day  at  Yorkville,  where 
Mr.  Johnston  passed  the  usual  trials  for  ordination  and  was 
24 
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orciained  and  installed  at  Beersheba  Church  as  pastor  of  the 
concrre^ation  of  Bkershkba  and  Yokkville  on  the  6th  of 
November,  1824. 

Yorkville. — Cyrus  Johnston,  pastor  of  these  churches, 
now  united  under  one  pastoral  charge,  was  brought  up  in  the 
Poplar  Tent  congregation,  Cabarras  County,  N.  C.,  was  edu- 
cated at  Hampden,  Sydney  College,  and  was  licensed  by 
Concord  Presbytery.  This  connection  continued  till  near  the 
close  of  this  period.  The  churches  under  his  charge  in- 
creased in  numbers  from  87  communicants  in  1825,  to  145  in 
1829,  the  largest  increase  being  in  1828,  when  23  were  added 
to  the  church. 

Shiloh. — Plow  long  the  depressed  condition  of  this  church 
continued  we  cannot  say.  But  in  the  year  1826,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Payson,  a Missionary,  spent  some  months  in  the  bounds 
of  Shiloh  which  was  not  left  entirely  unblessed  of  the  Lord. 
He  was  instrumental  in  organizing  a Sabbath  school  which 
has  been  the  means  of  doing  much  good..  In  the  year  1827, 
Rev.  G.  Johnson  labored  in  the  congregation  three  months, 
whose  labors  were  owned  and  blessed.  During  this  year 
they  erected  a new  house  of  worship,  the  remaining  commu- 
nicants scattered  through  the  bounds  of  the  congregation 
were  gathered  together,  the  Lord’s  supper  was  administered 
and  between  twenty-five  and  thirty'-  members  were  received 
for  the  first  time  into  the  communion  of  the  church.  P^ldeis 
were  elected  and  ordained,  the  church  re-organized  and  in 
1828  enjoyed  a stated  supply  from  R.  C.  Johnston,  which 
continued  to  the  close  of  this  decade.  MS.  of  J.  B.  Davies 
The  statistical  tables  give  in  the  year  1 828,  46  communing 
members,  23  of  whom  had  been  received  within  the  years 
1827,  1828. 

Bethel  (York).  This  large  and  influential  church,  which 
has  given  its  name  to  the  Presbytery,  so  called,  enjoyed, 
through  these  ten  years,  the  services  of  the  Rev.  James  S. 
Adams,  the  greatly  beloved  and  eminently  successful  min- 
ister. He  is  spoken  of  as  pastor  of  Bethel  and  supply^  of  New 
Hope.  The  latter  church,  we  suppose,  was  in  North  Caro- 
lina. The  united  membership  was  represented  in  the  year 
1825  to  be  530  communicants,  twenty  of  whom  were  received 
within  twelve  months;  in  1826.  539;  in  1828,  560. 

“ This  region  of  country  was  first  settled  by  Scotch-Irish, 
who  reached  it  by  way  of  Pennsylvania.  In  religion  they 
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ivere  rigid  calvinists,  and  Republicans  in  politics.  Two  of  her 
elders  bore  commissions  as  colonels  during  the  Revolution. 
Colonel  Neil  commanded  under  Williamson  in  the  ex- 
pedition against  the  Cherokees  in  1776.  Two  of  his  sons, 
both  officers,  were  slain  in  battle.”  (S.  L.  W.,  May.  1851.) 
But  while  her  people  were  inspired  by  the  spirit  of  patriotism, 
they  have  been  attentive  to  the  duties  of  religion;  and  this 
attention  to  their  spiritual  interests  has  not  been  unfruitful  in 
good  to  others.  The  ministers  who  have  come  from  the 
Bethel  congregation  are  not  few  in  number.  Among  them 
are  the  names  of  Gilliland,  the  brothers  R.  G.  and  S.  B.  Wil- 
son, Thomas  Price,  James  S.  Adams,  Henry  M.  Kerr  and  his 
brother,  who  was  a licentiate,  S.  L.  Watson,  J.  M.  H.  Adams, 
A.  M.  Watson  and  J.  F.  Watson.  About  1823  or  ’24,  Josiah 
Patrick,  of  this  vicinity,  was  licensed,  and  removed  to  the 
West,  where  he  soon  after  died.  He  commenced  his  educa- 
tion when  over  thirty,  graduated  at  South  Carolina  College, 
making  the  money  needed  as  a mechanic  before  entering  on 
his  studies  at  the  Bethel  Academy.  At  this  academy  P.  J. 
Sparrow,  D.  D.,  was  educated,  and  was  boarded  by  the 
neighborhood  gratuitously.  He  was  born  in  Lincoln  County, 
N.  C.  Lawson  Clinton  lived  for  some  time  in  Bethel,  and 
also  in  other  places,  being  an  orphan.  He  settled  in  Georgia, 
where  he  died.  Whether  a native  of  Bethel  or  Lancaster,  we 
are  not  informed.  He  had  relatives  in  each  place.  The  Wil- 
sons were  born  in  what  is  now  Lincoln  County.  Their 
parents  were  members  of  Bethel.  But  at  that  time  all  this 
section  and  the  greater  part  of  this  District  was  considered  a 
part  of  North  Carolina,  and  called  Tryon  County.  The 
change  was  made  soon  after  the  Revolution.  Bethel  con- 
gregation then  extended  into  North  Carolina  some  five 
miles  beyond  the  present  line,  and  still  covers  a small  portion. 
Beersheba,  Olney  and  New  Hope  were  cut  off  from  Bethel, 
to  say  nothing  of  an  independent  church  or  two.  Olney  was 
set  off  to  gratify  the  fridnds  of  W.  C.  Davis,  who  once  essayed 
to  become  pastor  of  Bethel,  but  failed.”  (Letter  of  Rev.  S.  L. 
W.,  Oct.  16,  1869. 

Waxhaw  Church  — The  last  minister  of  this  church  men- 
tioned by  us  was  John  Williamson.  After  Mr.  Williamson 
came  W.  S.  Pharr,  who  was  with  them  several  years,  and  was 
ordained  November  i8th,  1820.  Mr.  Pharr  married  Jane, 
the  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Caldwell,  of  Sugar  Creek, 
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so  that  the  grand-niece  of  Mrs.  Richardson,  wife  of  the  sec- 
ond pastor,  was,  after  the  lapse  of  seventy-five  years,  wife  of 
the  tlien  present  pastor  of  Waxhaw.  Mr.  Piiarr,  being 
attacked  with  liemorrhage,  ceased  to  preach  for  several  years, 
but  on  Iiis  recovery  resumed  the  labors  of  the  ministry  in 
Mecklenburg,  N.  C.  About  1825,  Robert  B.  Campbell  was 
engaged  to  preach  as  a licentiate,  and  he  continued  to  do  so 
until  1830,  when  he  was  regularly  installed  as  pastor  of  the 
churches  of  Waxhaw  and  Beaver  Creek. 

The  elders  that  were  ordained  during  this  period  were 
Robert  Stinson  and  John  Foster,  about  in  the  year  1825. 
The  Waxhaw  Church  seems  to  have  been  connected  with  the 
Presbytery  of  Mecklenburg,  North  Carolina,  until  1829.  In 
the  Statistical  tables  of  that  year  it  is  reported  among  the 
churches  of  Bethel  Presbytery,  with  a membership  of  loi. 

Beth  Shiloh  was  one  of  the  churches  of  Wm.  C.  Davis. 
Its  first  house  of  worship  was  built  in  1829. 

Little  Britain,  Duncan’s  Creek  and  Amity  Churches. — ’ 
We  find  that  Rev.  Henry  M.  Kerr  is  noted  as  the  pastor  of 
these  churches  in  1825,  and  that  they  have  a united  member- 
ship of  143  communicants.  We  suppose  that  some  of  these 
churches  were  in  North  Carolina.  Little  Britain  being  in 
Rutherford  County,  Amity  in  North  Carolina.  We  find 
Williamson,  Johnston,  W.  B.  Davis,  P.  J.  Sparner  and  Adams 
appointed  variously  to  supply  at  Olney,  Long  Creek,  Wash- 
ington, Hebron,  Bethlehem.  We  suppose  that  these  were 
localities  in  North  Carolina  which  disappear  gradually  from 
the  records  of  Bethel,  the  State  line  becoming  its  northern 
boundary  in  182S. 

We  have  now  gone  through  with  the  history  of  the 
churches  of  the  Presbytery  of  Bethel  as  far  as  the  materials 
before  us  have  enabled  us. 


CHAPTER  V. 

Indian  Creek,  the  place  of  Mr.  McClintock’s  ministry  in 
the  olden  times.  (See  vol.  i,  pp.  414,  522,  524,  528,  617), 
no  longer  appears  in  our  ecclesiastical  documents.  The  same 
is  the  case  with  Mount  Bethel  Academy,  which  seems  to 
have  been  but  a temporary  place  of  Presbyterian  preaching. 
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|[nciian  Creek  had  applied  to  the  original  Presbytery  of  South 
Carolina,  which  was  .set  off  from  the  Presbytery  of  Orange  in 
I1785,  for  supplies  as  early  as  October  ii,  1786,  and  Francis 
Cummins  was  appointed  to  supoly  it.  So  in  1787  was  Rev. 
|Thomas  H.  McCaule.  Francis  Cummins  was  appointed  again 
in  1789.  It  was  reported  among  the  vacancies  unable  to  sup- 
Iport  a pastor  in  1799  when  this  Presbytery  was  divided  into 
the  first  and  second  Presbyteries.  We  have  no  further  notice 
of  it  in  our  regular  minutes.  As  it  had  been  served  by  Rev. 
Robt.  McClintock,  and  he  was  a member  of  the  Old  Scotch 
Presbytery  of  Charleston,  it  may  have  been  regarded  as  dis- 
connected with  us  and  so  not  mentioned  longer  on  our  eccle- 
siastical records.  Gilder’s  Creek  is  its  probable  successor. 
The  Rev.  John  Renwick,  of  A.ssociated  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church  once  preached  in  the  church  now  known  as  Gilder’s 
Creek.  It  was  convenient  for  him  to  do  so,  as  he  was  teach- 
ing in  its  immediate  vicinity.  But  his  son,  Esquire  Ren- 
wick, who,  in  his  lifetime,  was  regarded  as  an  excellent 
[authority  in  matters  of  history,  is  remembered  to  have  said 
that  this  church  was  first  known  by'’  the  name  of  McClintocks 
Church.  The  original  site  of  Gilder’s  Creek  was  quite  near  to 
the  stream  so  called,  and  at  some  distance  from  the  stream 
of  Indian  Creek,  perhaps  half  a mile  from  the  former  and  a 
mile  and  a half  from  the  latter.  But  the  building  has  of  late 
years  been  moved  over  upon  the  stream  of  Indian  Creek. 
But  there  was  a reason  why  the  church  should  have  in  the 
entire  time  borne  the  name  of  the  larger  stream  than  of  its 
affluent.  And  it  would  naturally  follow  the  name  by  which 
the  neighborhood  was  popularly'^  known. 

Gilder’s  Creek  and  Little  River  sent  up  a contribution  by 
the  hand  of  Rev.  J.  B.  Kennedy,  to  the  Presbytery  of  South 
Carolina  of  five  dollars  on  the  6th  of  April,  1822,  and  again  in 
1826,  by  the  same,  in  connection  with  Little  River  and  Rocky 
Spring,  five  dollars.  The  people  at  present  living  in  the 
vicinity  of  Gilder’s  Creek  have  no  recollection  of  any"  one 
preaching  there  earlier  than  the  second  decade  of  this  cen- 
tury and  the  preacher  then  was  the  same  John  B.  Kennedy 
whom  we  have  mentioned.  There  is  a tradition  that  a Mr. 
Zachariah  Wright  assisted  at  the  organization  of  a Sunday- 
school  at  this  church  in  1821.  This  was  something  new  and 
was  much  talked  of  in  the  community^  And  that  when  the 
leaders  went  to  Columbia  to  buy  books  for  the  school,  the 
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people  of  Columbia  did  not  know  what  was  meant  by  a Sun- 
day-school. 

This  is  doubtless  true  of  some  people  in  Columbia.  Never- 
theless “ The  Columbia  Sunday-school  Union”  embracing  the 
several  denominations  and  a number  of  schools,  dated  back  to 
A.  D.  1820. 

Gilder’s  Creek  appears  in  the  statistical  tables  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  1825  with  a membership  of  sixty-seven. 
Baptisms  sixteen,  fourteen  of  which  were  of  infants.  In  1826 
as  being  under  a pastoral  charge,  with  seventy  communicants, 
two  of  whom  were  added  in  the  preceding  twelve  month.  No 
report  was  rendered  in  1827.  In  1828  it  was  under  pastoral 
care,  with  a membership  of  seventy-five,  five  of  whom  were 
added  since  the  last  year,  and  seven  adults  baptized. 

From  the  following  letter  of  Rev.  H.  P.  Sloan,  of  Abbeville, 
S.  C.,  addressed  to  the  Rev.  T.  C.  Ligon,  Gilder’s  Creek 
would  seem  to  have  had  some  connection  at  one  time  with 
the  Associate  Reformed.  He  writes  : 

” Since  the  receipt  of  your  last  I have  been  presented  b\’ 
Mrs.  Wideman  with  two  copies  of  the  minutes  of  The  General 
Associate  Reformed  Synod  for  18 1 1 and  1812,  which  settles  the 
question  of  the  ecclesiastical  connection  of  Gilder’s  Creek 
Church  at  that  time.  At  that  time  Indian  Creek  {perhaps  the 
same  as  King’s  Creek),  Cannon’s  Creek  and  Pi'osperity  be- 
longed to  our  P'irst  Presbytery,  and  for  a number  of  }"ears 
were  under  the  pastoral  care  of  Rev,  James  Rogers.  They 
are  so  marked  in  the  statistical  table  of  said  Presbytery.  But 
Gilder’s  Creek,  Newberry,  is  put  down  as  belonging  to  the 
Second  Presbytery,  and  Rev.  John  Renwick  as  pastor  or 
preacher,  and  Warrior’s  Creek,  Laurens,  was  also  on  our  roll. 
Then  in  the  report  of  Second  Presbytery  to  the  same  General 
Synod,  1812,  the  next  year  this  passage  occurs  (page  14)  as 
an  item  of  information  : ‘ That  Warrior  Creek  vacancy  was 

on  the  tenth  of  March  last  united  with  Gilder’s  Creek  as  a 
part  of  Mr.  Renwick’s  charge,  and,  in  other  respects,  our  set- 
tled congregations  are  nearly  as  they  were.  That  our  vacan- 
cies are  languishing  ; one  of  them  has  left  us,  and  more  will 
do  so  unless  we  can  obtain  ministerial  aid.’  Preachers  were 
then  very  scarce,  and  our  vacancies  could  only  be  supplied 
by  the  settled  pastors,  and  an  occasional  missionary  from  the 
North.  Coupling  the  above  facts  together  you  will  probably 
find  the  rea.son  of  the  chanije  of  both  Gilder’s  Creek  and 
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'arrior’s  Creek  Churches  from  the  Associate  Reformed 
esbyterian  Church  to  the  Presbyterian.  I think  you  will 
id  by  tiacing  up  the  history  that  after  Rev.  Mr.  Renwick 
ive  up  said  churclies,  and  they  could  not  get  a su[)ply  of 
caching  from  us,  that  they  received  it  from  Rev.  Mr,  Ken- 
;dy  (John  B.)  and  other  Presbyterian  ministers.  Hence  the 
lange  of  connection. 

“Another  item  showing  the  strength  of  Gilder’s  Creek  in 
li2  ; it  is  put  down  as  having  seventy-five  families  and  five 
Iditions  during  the  year.  * * * This  is  all  the  additional 
formation  which  I have  obtained.  By  a reference  to  our 
inutes  and  reports  of  Second  Presb\’tery  you  will  probably 
)tain  all  the  information  desired.  Recorded  minutes,  as  a 
/nod,  are  in  the  hands  of  Rev.  D.  G.  Phillips,  D.  D.,  Louis- 
lle,  Ga.  He  can  probably  furnish  you  some  items” 

Grassy  Spring. — VVe  cease  to  find  this  church  in  the  eccle- 
astical  records  any  more.  VVe  therefore  conclude  that  its 
embers  had  moved  away,  or  had  joined  other  organizations 
their  neighborhood. 

Little  River — VVe  have  been  wholly  unable  to  obtain 
ly  information  concerning  this  church  during  the  time  of 
hich  we  now  write  The  only  items  are  the  mention  of  it 
the  statistical  tables  connected  with  the  minutes  of  the 
eneral  Assembly.  In  1826  and  1829  the  statement  is  that 
had  fortv-eight  communing  members.  Who  ministered  to 
we  do  not  know.  Its  records  previous  to  1842  have  been 
1 destroyed.  It  is  situated  near  the  boundary  line  between 
ewberry  and  Laurens  Districts,  more  noted  in  the  period  of 
le  Revolution  ihan  since.  (See  Vol.  I,  pp.  428,  526,  527, 
?8,6i7.)  Its  present  members  and  sessions  have  not  enabled 
s to  trace  its  history  down  with  any  particularity  of  detail, 
he  Rev.  John  B.  Kennedy,  who  became  its  pastor  in  1793 
r 1794,  continued  in  that  office  until  his  death,  through  this 
ecade. 

Duncan’s  Creek. — The  Rev.  John  B.  Kennedy  continued 
) preach  in  this  church  regularly  in  connection  with  his 
large  at  Little  River  till  about  the  year  1823.  By  this  time 
issensions  and  difficulties  had  arisen  ; the  love  of  many 
ad  grown  cold,  and  religion  declined.  We  find  it  petition- 
ig  Presbytery  for  supplies  in  1827,  1828,  and  1829.  Among 
lese  supplies  the  names  of  Rev.  Messrs.  Aaron  Foster,  John 
..  Kennedy,  and  others. 
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Tlie  two  churches  of  Duncan’s  Creek  and  Little  River  are 
put  toj^ether  in  tlie  reports  of  1825,  with  an  united  member- 
ship of  seventy-six  ; twenty-one  baptisms,  two  of  whicli  were 
adults.  In  1828  Little  River  is  represented  as  vacant;  Dun- 
can’s Creek  as  vacant,  with  a membership  of  fifty. 

Rocky  Spring. — Rev.  Thos.  Archibald  who  had  been  in- 
stalled pastor  of  this  church  in  November,  1817,  was  released 
from  that  charge  on  the  8th  of  April,  i8^o,  and  dismissed  to 
the  Presbytery  of  Concord.  He,  however,  returned  his  dis- 
mission on  the  5th  of  April,  1821,  and  was  continued  as  a 
member  till  October  9,  1824,  when  he  obtained  a dismission 
to  the  Presbytery  of  Alabama.  How  this  church  was  ne.xt 
supplied  we  are  not  fully  informed.  Mr.  Kennedy  returned 
in  1826.  It  had  45  members  in  May,  1828,  7 of  whom  had 
been  received  during  the  preceding  year.  It  was  under  the 
care  of  John  B.  Kennedy  as  stated  supply  in  May,  1829,  in 
connection  with  Gilder’s  Creek.  John  B.  Kennedy’s  post- 
office  is  given  as  Laurens  C.  H.,  S.  C. 

Liberty  Spring. — The  Rev.  Alexander  Kirkpatrick  con- 
tinued the  pastor  of  this  church  until  the  29th  of  November, 
1823,  when,  with  the  consent  of  the  congregation,  their  pas- 
toral relations  with  him  were  dissolved  by  the  act  of  the 
Presbytery  of  South  Caiolina,  and  he  was  dismissed  to  join 
the  Presbytery  of  Hopewell,  in  Georgia.  Rev.  John  Rennie 
was  then  obtained  by  this  people  as  their  regular  preacher 
and  continued  to  serve  them  until  the  Summer  of  1827, 
when  he  went  to  Columbia  and  took  charge  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church  there.  Mr.  Rennie  was  a native  of  Ireland,  a 
graduate  of  the  University  of  Glasgow  in  1817.  of  Andover 
in  1822,  was  licensed  by  the  Presbytery  of  Londondery  and 
was  ordained  by  the  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina  at  a pro  rc 
uata  meeting  held  at  Cambridge  Church  on  the  9th  of  Au- 
gust, 1823.  The  Church  at  Liberty  Spring  then  wrote  to 
their  old  pastor,  Mr.  Kirkpatrick,  then  in  Georgia,  to  return, 
which  he  did  in  the  latter  part  of  1827  or  1828,  and  continued 
to  preach  to  this  church  till  he  died.  He  was  born  in  Antrim 
County,  Ireland,  and  died  near  Cross  Hill,  December  30th, 
1832.  He  was  buried  in  the  Cemetery  connected  with  the 
church,  and  his  tombstone  states  that  he  was  pastor  here  for 
ten  years. 

The  church  reports  112  members  in  May,  1825  ; 114  in 
1826.  It  was  set  down  as  vacant  in  1828,  with  no  mem- 
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M'S,  as  served  by  a stated  supply,  (referring  to  the  facts  pro- 
bly  that  Mr.  Kirkpatriclv  was  not  regularly  installed)  and 
; having  I 19  members.  Mr.  Kirkpatrick  was  by  nature 
assessed  of  an  amiable  disposition,  his  mind  was  well  de- 
iloped,  and  was  a good  and  instructive  preacher.  (MSS.  of 
)r.  Campbell,  and  of  K.  F.  Hyde.) 

VVarkior  Greek’s. — VVe  judge  that  this  church  continued 
)r  some  time  under  the  care  of  Alexander  Kirkpatrick,  as  a 
art  of  his  charge.  The  united  contribution  of  Liberty  Spring 
nd  Warrior’s  Creek  for  some  time  came  through  his  hands, 
lis  postoffice  was  Laurens  Courthouse,  and  his  connection 
nth  Liberty  Spring  was  but  for  half  his  time.  In  1827,  1828, 
829,  VV^arrior’s  Creek  petitions  Presbytery  for  supplies.  Its 
lembership,  June  1825,  was  51  ; 10  baptisms,  one  of  which 
/as  an  adult.  In  1826  the  membership  was  58  ; in  1828  it  was 
6,  and  is  represented  as  vacant ; in  1829  its  membership  is  the 
a:ne,  but  it  has  the  services  of  a stated  supply. 

Friendship  Church. — We  have  not  found  the  name  of 
^abourn’s  Creek  repeated  during  this  period  as  the  name  of 
I religious  organization.  W e find,  however,  Ph-iendship  Church 
n a locality  not  very  distant  from  the  other.  It  is  in  Laurens 
District,  not  far  from  the  Saluda  River,  between  it  and  Reedy 
River,  on  a beautiful  and  fertile  ridge,  and  quite  near  the 
dividing  line  which  separates  Laurens  from  Greenville  District. 
It  was  first  organized  in  the  year  1823,  the  fifth  in  order  of 
establishment  of  the  churches  in  Laurens  County.  The  country 
around  was  first  settled,  probably,  about  1750,  mostly  by  Irish 
emigrants  and  their  descendants.  Some  of  them  bore  the  name 
of  Cunningham,  some  of  Dorroh,  or  Boyd,  Nickly,  Hollidy. 
“ A petition,”  says  the  Presbtyerial  Record,  “ was  presented 
from  a congregation  in  Laurens  District  desiring  to  be  received 
under  the  care  of  Presbytery,  and  to  be  known  by  the  name  of 
Friendship.  They  having  stated  to  Presbytery  that  they  had 
adopted  the  Confession  of  IMith  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  ; 
On  motion. 


” Resolved,  That  this  church  be  received  under  the  care  of 
Presbytery,  and  that  elder  James  Dorroh  be  invited  to  take  a 
seat  in  Pre.sbytery.”  (Minutes,  Vol  I,  p.  115.) 

The  church  building  may  have  been  erected  as  early  as 
1819,  by  the  Presbyterians,  Baptists  and  Methodists  in  com- 
mon, but  the  Presbyterians  alone  held  a permanent  organiza- 
tion, and  this  church  edifice  remained  in  their  hands. 
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UNION — CANE  < 'REEK — FAI  REOREST.  [1820-1830. 


This  was  on  the  2d  of  April,  1824.  The  Rev.  Eleazar 
Brainard  supplied  the  cliurch  for  two  years  at  first.  Aaron 
Foster,  in  1827,  Archibald  Craif;^  in  1828.  and  Arthur  Mooney 
in  1829,  and,  occasionally  a Rev.  Mr.  Quillen.  The  first 
elders  acting  in  the  church  were  Robert  Nickles,  James 
Dorroh  and  John  Cunningham.  (Letter  of  David  R.  Dorroh, 
March  22,  1854.)  Communicants  in  1825,  32;  in  1826,  28; 
in  1828,  35  ; in  1829,  47. 

Union. — This  church  is  represented  in  the  statistical  tables 
of  1825,  1826,  1828  and  1829  as  vacant,  and  as  consisting  of 
twenty  members.  The  condition  of  this  church  and  that  of 
Cane  Creek  attracted  the  notice  of  the  Presbytery  of  South 
Carolina,  March  20,  1826,  and,  on  motion,  it  was 

''Resolved,  That  a comiriittee  be  appointed  to  address  a 
letter  to  the  churches  of  Unionville  and  Cane  Creek  on  the 
subject  of  their  neglect  in  not  reporting  their  situation  to 
Presbytery  for  years,  either  by  a written  communication  or  a 
representative,  and  requesting  to  know  their  present  situa- 
tion, their  prospect  of  supplies  of  the  word  of  life  for  time  to 
come,  &c.,  and  that  the  committee  consist  of  the  Rev.  Francis 
H.  Porter  and  Benjamin  D.  Du  Pree,  with  Mr.  Barry,  elder.” 
(Minutes  of  Presbytery  of  South  Carolina,  p.  142.) 

October  4,  1828,  Presbytery  made  arrangements  to  have 
the  sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper  administered  in  some  of 
their  vacant  congregations.  Among  them  was  Cane  Creek 
and  Unionville.  Rev.  John  B.  Kennedy,  with  Mr.  Daniel  L. 
Gray,  were  to  attend  at  Cane  Creek  Church  on  the  second 
Sabbath  in  November,  and  Rev.  Aaron  Foster,  with  Mr.  Gray, 
at  Unionville  on  the  second  Sabbath  in  December.  (Minutes, 
p.  178,  179.) 

Cane  Creek — In  1820  the  Rev.  Daniel  Johnson,  a mis- 
sionary of  a society  in  Charleston,  served  this  church  a part 
of  the  time  fora  term  of  six  months.  After  him,  occasional 
supplies  from  Presbytery  were  their  only  reliance  till  1825, 
when  the  church  secured  the  services  of  Mr.  James  Chestney, 
a licentiate  of  the  Presbytery  of  Albany,  for  one-half  his  time 
for  one  year.  From  1826  till  January,  1830,  there  was  no 
stated  preaching.  (J.  H.  Saye.)  This  James  Chestney  aban- 
doned the  ministry  for  the  legal  profession. 

Faikfokest  Chukch  was  favored  with  the  pastoral  labors 
of  Rev.  Mr.  Hillhouse  until  1823.  The  Rev.  Isaac  Hadden, 
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ho  was  educated  by  Dr.  Waddell,  and  who  was  from  Abbc- 
e District,  then  supplied  the  church  for  a short  time.  Me 
|as  succeeded  in  1824  by  Rev.  Francis  Porter,  who  was  en- 
ed  in  teaching  at  Cedar  Springs,  a few  miles  distant,  and 
ho  continued  as  stated  supply  for  some  four  years,  lie 
cached  his  farewell  sermon  from  2d  Corinthians,  13th  chap- 
r and  i ith  verse  on  the  second  Sabbath  of  P'ebruary,  1828. 
uring  his  ministry,  Samuel  Archibald,  John  McDowell, 
OSes  White  and  Matthew  Mayes  were  added  to  the  session, 
e was  succeeded  in  the  latter  part  of  .1828  by  Rev.  Daniel 
. Gray,  a nephew  of  the  former  pastor,  Daniel  Gray,  a native 
If  Abbeville  District,  a graduate  of  Miami  University,  and 
licentiate  of  the  Presbvterv  of  South  Carolina.  He  was 
rdained  and  installed  pastor  of  this  church  by  Bethel  Pres- 
[ytery  in  June  1829.  Pie  supplied  Cane  Creek  and  perhaps 
ther  places  in  connection  with  PMirforest.  He  also  had 
ceived  his  preparatory  education  under  Dr.  Waddell.  His 
[hnistry  here  continued  some  four  or  five  years,  when  he 
moved  to  the  Western  District  of  Tennessee.  Some  four- 
en  families  went  with  him  or  followed  him  to  his  new  home. 
Ilis  labors  in  Union  District  were  attended  with  a consid- 
rable  amount  of  success,  and  some  share  of  opposition,  fie 
as  probably  one  of  the  first  advocates  of  Temperance  Socie- 
iies  in  that  region.  What  he  did  he  did  with  his  might, 
tome  of  his  other  measures  were  regarded  as  innovations  by 
part  of  his  congregation,  and  hence  he  was  opposed  on 
everal  grounds.  His  influence,  however,  was  attended  with 
ome  desirable  changes  in  the  social  customs  of  the  country, 
hese  remarks  have  carried  us  into  the  next  decade. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Hillhouse,  before  mentioned,  left  the  con- 
[jregation  in  circumstances  of  great  apparent  prosperity.  After 
eaving  Fairforest  he  returned  to  Anderson,  where  he  died. 
Te  was  the  uncle  of  the  late  Rev.  James  Hillhouse,  of  Ala- 
bama, and  of  Rev.  Dr.  J.  S.  Wilson,  of  Georgia,  and  the  father 
bf  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Hill  ho  use.  The  Rev.  Francis  Porter  was 
rought  up  in  the  Bethesda  congregation  in  York  District, 
nd  probably  acquired  his  classical  education  in  the  school 
bf  Rev.  R.  B.  Walker.  He  was  engaged  in  teaching  in  the 
most  of  his  ministerial  life,  fie  taught  at  Asheville,  N.  C.  ; 
at  Cedar  Springs,  S.  C.  Among  his  pupils  were  some  dis- 
tinguished names.  Heafterwaids  removed  to  Alabama,  where 
he  died.  [MSS.  of  J.  H.  Saye,  A.  A.  James,  and  letter  of 


* I ■ . . • ‘V  .1 

' v .:'ii 


%)(%• 


£.0; 


.MA.  4a^d.b^«t,fe  n 

1 .-Xd*)  li  tA  rtswtteailj  bulIqjjtfA,  naMjaiitei 

.Of 

■>«.«■  tAfetebKate.  w*.Vb  .tfi.  anirfaosj  ni 


, i ' ,lf|'  ^49  I ft  jrf%iu>/  III 

■ 

mipi  ^bimiulyiK  ,xtkjai(i|  mr.'' 

N'^''^'*'.','*^'  l-’Jiblv.’  ^,r<‘.)V/  b»«’3i|rlW 

'£  tyi-ri  fjj;  ■ 


y m r.  ,d;(v.g'  TOrnV.xt  ;>ri,) 

■ !£ /<lt,,'in-/.nrj.  t*Ji>...J|i;  to  rJsubsis  ^ ,.l:)ijWa  :»liiVs< 


■^n\  \bmm  4(y£.rj;<|r:^  ?:W4  ”)o 

‘;<|f  ci'f‘>q^  ’|>ri ,0:  h;>J:lqqf/>  jH  a4tw(  ’ ol ' 

•£/f  ‘^'■>  W')'  vmo^  v 

-iVOi  ,*.ra»iij>#jrj(-:,T  \o  t^inj^tQ  0|' 

0 ny'id  b^wiyfkH  mid  diJw  Jn,^M}i)tti 
wr/)'  Join^lO 

">I4  ■^.m-.ij.£/o.}qt^  5»7>*d-..  brjc  .efe:,cpij«  "lc  SauSSts 

^ ;^pfifj-f^v|myT  u>  drtj.lo’  baw/l<fj»do 

vslir-v  m .tisdW  X 

w:?yv/  .^'niae>£w,i<»djoVj#1<3 
<jO  ?-«•//.. i'ly  .3j>.n-rrL>ft6  .Ro»:iis^t.gn^iUrft1lo 

o;,;j,v;,V)?<i4'  ,^0p-^uHm  a.rHv^v 

f ^ Isi.”.'.';'#)  ijily t>jf(£ii  ftu  b5hT«!>  *^\fE^i 

,h  .>!p  fjfl ' :yi,:»'t'>w  ;«tirtji»^*J-:M  K /.v».  k «.«>..».  i..«  ^ .1  -'■  . ■ . vl  *r:f>*-:S<s 


, ijc-.jw  .>' ! y iH  H(»ii#|pv(pu3-j  jEbsstlisiH  3'rf>&i:,x3o:,  ji 
x..iftev^w  fiid  tiMJttpa^vldste 


'•XaI  fti"; 


o.y; 


380 


NAZA  KETH — FAI K V I FAV — SiNl  VUXA . 


[18‘j()-l.s:50. 


Jc[)hthah  Harrison.]  The  statistics  of  FaiiTorest  Churcli,  as 
given  in  tlie  minutes  of  the  Assembly,  are  : communicants  in 
1825,  99;  in  1828,  vacant;  communicants,  90  ; communicants 
in  1829.  100. 

Nazarfth  Church. — Rev.  Michael  Dickson  was  licensed 
by  the  Presb3/tery  of  South  Carolina  on  the  8th  of  April. 
1820,  and  was  directed  by  the  Presb)herial  Committee  of 
Missions  to  supply  the  congregations  of  P^airview,  Nazareth, 
and  North  Pacolet.  At  the  fall  meeting  a call  for  his  services 
was  brought  to  Pre.sbytery  by  the  two  congregations  of  Naz- 
areth and  Fairview,  each  for  one-half  of  his  time.  Presbytery 
held  its  regular  sessions  on  the  5th  of  April,  1821,  at  Nazareth 
Church,  when  Mr.  Dickson,  John  S.  Wilson,  and  Solomon 
Ward  were  ordained,  and  Mr.  Dickson  was  installed  Pastor 
of  the  united  congregations  of  Nazareth  and  Fairview.  The 
Rev.  William  H.  Barr  presided  on  the  occasion,  and  the  Rev. 
Henry  Reid  preached  the  ordination  sermon  from  2d  Timothy 
3:  17.  Mr.  Dickson  was  a faithful  pastor,  and  accomplished 
much  in  this  church  and  congregation  for  the  interests  of  true 
religion.  Nazareth  and  Fairview  together  had  19 1 com- 
muning members  in  1825  ; Nazareth  had  94  in  1826,  90  in 
1828,  and  121  in  1829. 

Fairview. — The  historv  of  this  church  was  oarallel  with 

^ 1 

that  of  Nazareth.  They  were  collegiate  churches  under  tlie 
same  pastor.  Mr.  Dickson,  however,  was  released  from  Fair- 
view  in  1827,  and  Messrs.  Watson  and  Craig  were  appointed 
to  SLippl)'  them  at  discretion.  The  church  is  marked  as  vacant 
in  1828.  The  number  of  communicants  belonging  to  Fair- 
view  separately  was  79  in  1826  and  1828.  In  1829  it  was  94. 
James  Alexander  and  David  Morton  were  elected  elders  in 
September  1822. 

North  Pacolet. — The  only  record  we  can  make  of  this 
church  is  that  it  is  twice  mentioned  during  these  ten  ^mars. 
In  1825  as  having  30  members  and  as  vacant,  as  vacant  in 
1828.  In  1822  they  were  served  by  F.  Porter. 

Smyrna  Church  (Abbeville  District)  still  continued  an 
integral  part  of  the  charge  of  Rev.  PI  ugh  Dickson,  at  least 
until  1829.  The  singular  mortality  among  the  candidates  for 
the  eldership  was  noticed  elsewhere.  Robert  Redd  held  the 
office,  as  was  there  said,  through  the  whole  of  this  period, 
but  the  old  members  were  passing  away,  and  the  church 
ai)proaching  apparent  dissolution,  preparatory,  perhaps,  to  a 
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[iture  resurrection.  Fhe  membership  was  twenty-three  in 
p26,  twenty-two  in  1828.  It  is  re[iresented  as  vacant  in  1829. 

Grkenville  Church  (Abbeville),  formerly  Saluda,  was 
[ill  served  by  the  Rev.  Hng'h  Dickson,  in  connection  wdth 
le  preceding.  The  eldership  being  reduced  by  the  death  of 
[)hn  VVeatherall  and  the  withdrawal  of  Samuel  Agnew,  about 
he  year  1829  or  1830,  John  I3onnald,  William  Means,  A.  C. 
Hawthorn,  with  Abraham  Haddon,were  elected  and  ordained 
Piders.  Greenville  Church  had  eighty  communicants  in  1826, 
ighty-nine  in  1828,  eighty-five  in  1829. 

Rocky  Creek. — This  is  the  Churcli  which,  since  1845, 
as  been  known  as  “ The  Rock  Church.”  The  first  record 
1 the  Sessions  Book  of  the  Rocky  Creek  Church  is  in  the 
andvvriting  of  elder  John  Blake,  dated  May  ist.  1823.  For 
[lany  years  previous  to  this  date  the  church  at  Rock'y  Creek 
lad  been  altogether  destitute  of  the  stated  ordinances  of  the 
tospel.  Preaching  was  seldom  enjoyed  ; the  number  of 
hurch  members  had  been  gradually  diminishing  lor  some 
ime.  There  were  no  ruliim  elders  ; tliev  were  either  dead  or 
lad  removed  to  other  parts  of  the  country  ; and  a general 
jpathy  and  indifference  as  to  the  public  means  of  grace  had 
aken  possession  of  the  few  professors  who  remained.  Under 
[hese  circumstances  the  church  was  visited  in  May,  1823,  by 
he  Rev.  John  Rennie,  who  took  charge  of  it,  or  rather  sup- 
plied it  for  part  of  the  time,  till  May,  1827,  which  was  four 
pears. 

In  1827,  after  the  departure  of  Mr.  Rennie,  the  church  was 
supplied  for  a few  months  by  Rev.  John  McKinnie.  In  182S 
t was  supplied  by  Rev.  Eli  Adams  for  one-half  the  time.  In 
petober,  1829,  the  Rev.  Hugh  Dickson  began  to  supply  it 
half  the  time. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  ruling  elders  of  this 
church  down  to  the  year  1830,  as  far  as  known  to  the  session 
in  1850: 

In  1801,  John  Irwin. 

In  1804,  John  Sample,  George  Heard. 

I In  1818,  Thomas  Weir,  John  Blake,  John  Caldwell. 

In  1825,  Carr  McGehee,  Jesse  Beasley,  Robert  Boyd,  Jas. 
Scott. 

The  statistical  tables  give  the  communing  members  of  this 
church  as  36  in  1825,  the  same  in  1826,  41  in  1828,  and  40  in 
1829. 


wi'’'  ‘i''  ■; 


M 


J ¥"■'  ■ I... 


, ."I'  ■ ,.r.  ,,  , ' . 1 ^yf.  VW,  iJJV) 

diiiw'.mb; 

.‘‘H  i^^t{r 0|cj f •(( j'4 bfi'H  dyiurfr^ 

' \ ’ nrf&nifl* 

,?f.AT-  ,d:M/w  rb^ud^  iJilJi  ?.i  s^rflT-?».'5r3a«3 . yji; 


''■  '•> 


H' 'jrfifij '5#'_y>>{  iinT'\]!:ft  nwod'3t“no 

■ luftj  ,. ‘Mku.  v-;,-.  ^ 


1 M ^ ' ^r(? MV/-  ^ 

• 7;CJ|'  y{]i'iOb'i;-»^‘  nyud  bf»d  8St>d/5tbf(l  1 

7:^4)# pt' fbv<><ij 

*1  -fd  :^(lcid'q  w'dJ  o?  u; 

if>-Jnd  . -od -w  y/rjl  r^rfilid  oor^iispgftphq 

iu  bi^yh'ty-  «RW‘.d3tof|js'  »rli 

njv^  aaw  ihuiy/  wlr 


i^-4 


M f(.' 


.•,r.  ^.  .>  . y':#rdiidf 


r.a  , wv/#n.j|  ^.n;  nil  ■t&  '^o0j 


I'L','  ...  ,‘, , 


.*^i[;AvJy</,tft  rr»tfd^^^^^  ■ " " ■“'  ■'• 


. ■:  /f'',’^ , ’ 


f ‘ tSi; . , 


I 


IT 


